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Ms. Mary Alice Evans, Director

Office of Planning and Sustainable Development
Environmental Review Program

235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear Ms. Evans:

SUBJECT: Publication of the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) Anticipated
Finding of No Significant Impact (AFONSI) for the Arts and Sciences Center

(ASC) Campus Expansion
Applicant: Arts and Sciences Center
TMK: (3) 1-5-006:003 & (3) 1-5-006:012 & (3) 1-5-006:026, Puna, Hawai‘i

The County of Hawai‘i Planning Department has reviewed the referenced project in conformance
with Hawai‘i Administrative Rules (HAR) Section 11-200.1-13 in order to evaluate the sum of
effects of the proposed action on the quality of the environment, and to determine if there will be a
“significant effect” on the environment.

The Planning Department hereby transmits this DEA-AFONSI determination for the Arts and
Sciences Center (ASC) Campus Expansion, located on the subject parcel for publication in the
next edition of “The Environmental Notice.”

If there are questions regarding this letter, please contact Natasha Soriano of this office at (808) 961-
8712 or via email at natasha.soriano/« hawaiicounty.gov or the Land Planning Hawai‘i authorized
agent for this project, John Pipan, at (808) 333-3391 or via email at john(@ landplanninghawaii.com.

Sincerely,

JEFFREY W. ow
Deputy Planning Director

NS:cc
\\coh01'planning\public\wpwin60\CH343\2022\ASC_DEA'5.2.2022_PD_to_OPSD_ASC_DEA_letter_Evans.doc

Cc (via e-mail): Land Planning Hawai‘i, LLC

www.planning.hawaiicounty.gov Hawai‘i County is an Equal Opportunitv Provider and Employer planning@hawaiicounty.gov



From: webmaster@hawaii.gov

To: DBEDT OPSD Environmental Review Program
Subject: New online submission for The Environmental Notice
Date: Monday, May 2, 2022 4:19:03 PM

Action Name

Proposed Campus Expansion for the Arts and Sciences Center (ASC)
Type of Document/Determination

Draft environmental assessment and anticipated finding of no significant impact (DEA-AFNSI)
HRS §343-5(a) Trigger(s)

e (1) Propose the use of state or county lands or the use of state or county funds

Judicial district
Puna, Hawai'i
Tax Map Key(s) (TMK(s))
(3) 1-5-006: 002, 012 & 026
Action type
Applicant
Other required permits and approvals

Building Code/Structural Permits, Grubbing/Grading Permits, Electrical Review, Mechanical/Plumbing
Review, Septic System Review, Fire Review, Engineering Review, Sanitation Review, Potential Noise
Permit, Special Use Permit, Wastewater System Approval and a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Permit.

Discretionary consent required
State Land Use Special Permit
Approving agency
County of Hawaii Planning Department
Agency contact name
Natasha Soriano
Agency contact email (for info about the action)

natasha.soriano@hawaiicounty.gov

Email address or URL for receiving comments
natasha.soriano@hawaiicounty.gov
Agency contact phone
(808) 961-8712
Agency address

101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3
Hilo, Hawaii 96720


mailto:webmaster@hawaii.gov
mailto:dbedt.opsd.erp@hawaii.gov
mailto:natasha.soriano@hawaiicounty.gov
mailto:natasha.soriano@hawaiicounty.gov

United States
Map It

Applicant
Arts and Sciences Center
Applicant contact name
Steve Hirakami
Applicant contact email
ascpuna@gmail.com
Applicant contact phone
(808) 938-2933
Applicant address

P.O. Box 2091
Pahoa, Hawaii 96778
United States

Map It

Was this submittal prepared by a consultant?
Yes
Consultant
Land Planning Hawaii
Consultant contact name
John Pipan
Consultant contact email
john@landplanninghawaii.com
Consultant contact phone
(808) 333-3391
Consultant address

194 Wiwoole St
Hilo, Hawaii 96720
United States

Map It

Action summary

The proposed action involves the construction of six (6) buildings over four (4) phases and include a
gateway/community workforce development/technology center, an industrial and skilled trades development center,
an agricultural center, an event/auditorium and atrium, a vocational school, and a maintenance/repair shop. In
addition to these buildings, the grounds will also be designed for community focused agriculture, aquaponics and
aquaculture, outdoor workshop spaces, outdoor learning areas, treatment ponds and water storage, stream ecology,
ethnobotanical gardens, an amphitheater, community athletic and outdoor activity fields, walking paths, a
greenhouse, composting and green waste areas, parking lots and drop off locations. The proposed multi-functioning
gathering spaces will be designed to act as shelter during times of natural disasters. On-site infrastructure is

expected in the form of d


http://maps.google.com/maps?q=101+Pauahi+Street%2C+Suite+3+Hilo%2C+Hawaii+96720+United+States
mailto:ascpuna@gmail.com
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=P.O.+Box+2091+Pahoa%2C+Hawaii+96778+United+States
mailto:john@landplanninghawaii.com
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=194+Wiwoole+St+Hilo%2C+Hawaii+96720+United+States

Reasons supporting determination
Refer to Part 4, Significance Criteria, on pages 119-124 of the Draft Environmental Assessment
Attached documents (signed agency letter & EA/EIS)

e ASC_DEA_2022.pdf
e 5.2.2022 PD_to_ OPSD_ASC_DEA_letter Evans.pdf

Action location map

e ASC-KML.zip

Authorized individual
John Pipan

Authorization

e The above named authorized individual hereby certifies that he/she has the authority to make this
submission.


https://planning.hawaii.gov/erp/index.php?gf-download=2022%2F05%2FASC_DEA_2022.pdf&form-id=2&field-id=39&hash=13bad8018f39f9185c83ff50455aa86b6d93363e2aa2d145e9c9b9c5f9aadca3
https://planning.hawaii.gov/erp/index.php?gf-download=2022%2F05%2F5.2.2022_PD_to_OPSD_ASC_DEA_letter_Evans.pdf&form-id=2&field-id=39&hash=6f647dd95eec059a9bc043da1dbc3d943ed728e5bb19c6c0ad00b927892c2225
https://planning.hawaii.gov/erp/index.php?gf-download=2022%2F05%2FASC-KML.zip&form-id=2&field-id=49&hash=8323edca0ce9966677cd254679a1b1327ab731a1ca62080fbe2b4c571a7555f2























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































