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PREFACE
This Final Environmental Assessment – Finding of No Significant Impact (FEA-FONSI) for the
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility project has been prepared pursuant to Chapter 343, Hawai‘i
Revised Statutes (HRS), and Title 11, Chapter 200.1, Hawai‘i Administrative Rules (HAR),
Department of Health, State of Hawai‘i. The purpose of this document is to assess the potential
environmental, social, cultural, and economic impacts associated with the construction and
operation of the proposed project, described herein as the “Proposed Action,” and to disclose
the mitigation measures that will be implemented to avoid or minimize adverse impacts.
The Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility project will be constructed by the County of Hawai‘i,
Department of Environmental Management (DEM) using County funds and State lands that
have been set aside for construction of a recycling facility by the County. Use of public lands or
public funds for a project are among the criteria set forth in HRS, Chapter 343, which requires
preparation of an environmental assessment (EA). Since the project involves “modifications of
existing abandoned vehicle impound lots,” as listed on the Comprehensive Exemption List for
the County of Hawaiʻi Department of Environmental Management concurred upon by the
Environmental Council on January 8, 2019, it is eligible for exemption from the preparation of
an EA pursuant to HAR §11-200.1-15. However, an EA has been prepared nonetheless to
ensure that environmental concerns are given appropriate consideration in the decision-making
process along with economic and technical considerations.
Studies that have been referenced in the formulation of the subject EA include those completed
as part of the 2004 Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Construction and
Operation of the East Hawaiʻi Regional Sort Station and the 2018 Final Environmental
Assessment (FEA) for the South Hilo Sanitary Landfill Final Closure.
Based on the findings and the assessment of potential impacts from the proposed project, a
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been issued. DEM has determined that
construction and operation of the proposed project does not warrant the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement.
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SUMMARY
Project Name:

Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility

Project Applicant:

County of Hawai‘i
Department of Environmental Management
Solid Waste Division
345 Kekūanāoʻa Street, Suite 41
Hilo, HI 96720

Location:

Hilo, Hawai‘i Island, Hawai‘i

Tax Map Keys (TMKs):

(3) 2-1-013:167 (por.), approximately 13.86 acres

Project Site:

approximately 8 acres

Recorded Fee Owner:

State of Hawai‘i

Existing Use:

County abandoned vehicle impound lot

State Land Use
Classification:

Urban

County Zoning
Designation:

General Industrial (MG-1a)

Flood Hazard Zone:

Zone X

Proposed Action:

The County of Hawai‘i, Department of Environmental Management
(DEM) is proposing improvements to the existing abandoned vehicle
impound lot located next to the East Hawai‘i Regional Sort Station
(EHRSS) in Hilo on Hawai‘i Island.
The Proposed Action consists of constructing a 5,000-sf single story,
pre-engineered metal building that would store about 25
“auctionable” vehicles with additional space for 4 staff offices, a
reception area, restrooms, a conference/lunchroom, and other
administrative support spaces. The existing AV lot would be
expanded to hold about 100 impounded vehicles and would include
parking spaces for staff and visitor vehicles. Other proposed site
improvements include a paved access driveway, additional
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
Final Environmental Assessment
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pavement for the expanded vehicle lot, installing a new water line
from Ho‘olaulima Road to the new building and other utility
connections, on-site drainage system, additional security fencing for
the expanded lot, and a surveillance system.
An individual
wastewater system (IWS) is also proposed to accommodate
wastewater flows from the new building. The IWS would consist of
a septic tank and soil absorption system for the treatment and
disposal of wastewater effluent. Design of the facility would
evaluate the feasibility of incorporating a photovoltaic (PV) energy
system to reduce facility energy demands on the existing electric
grid.
Impacts:

Short-term construction-related impacts to surrounding areas
include fugitive dust, noise, and construction-related traffic.
Impacts on air quality and noise levels will be mitigated through
implementation of best management practices (BMPs) and
adherence to federal, state, and county rules and regulations.
Traffic impacts will be mitigated through traffic control measures
developed during the design phase that will avoid or minimize
disruptions to surrounding solid waste management operations.
Short-term construction-related impacts are anticipated to be
negligible with mitigation. In the long-term, no significant impacts
are anticipated as a result of the construction or operation of the
proposed action.

Determination:

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

Parties Consulted
During
Early Consultation:

Federal Agencies
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Federal Aviation Administration, Airports District
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service
State Agencies
Department of Accounting & General Services
Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism
(DBEDT)
DBEDT, Office of Planning
Department of Defense
Department of Education
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Department of Health (DOH)
DOH, Office of Environmental Quality Control
DOH, Solid and Hazardous Waste Branch
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)
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Department of Transportation (DOT)
Office of Hawaiian Affairs
County of Hawai‘i
Department of Parks & Recreation
Department of Public Works
Department of Research and Development
Department of Water Supply
Fire Department
Mass Transit Agency
Planning Department
Police Department
Elected Officials
Office of the Mayor
Hawai‘i County Council, District 3
Hawai‘i State Legislature, House District 1
Hawai‘i State Legislature, Senate District 1
Utilities
Hawaiian Telcom
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc.
Hawai‘i Gas
Spectrum Hawai‘i
Other Interested Parties and Individuals
Jas W. Glover, Ltd.
Keaukaha Community Association
Keaukaha Military Reservation
Keaukaha-Pana‘ewa Farmers Association
Pana‘ewa Hawaiian Homelands Community Association
Yamada and Sons, Inc.
Draft Environmental
Assessment
Written Comments:

State Agencies
Department of Health, Clean Air Branch
Department of Transportation
County of Hawai‘i
Department of Water Supply
Other Interested Parties and Individuals
Keaukaha-Pana‘ewa Farmers Association
Kūpuna for the Mo‘opuna
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Project Location
The proposed project involves improvements to the existing County-owned abandoned vehicle
(AV) lot located next to the East Hawai‘i Regional Sort Station (EHRSS) in Hilo on Hawai‘i Island
(see Figure 1-1). The AV lot project site encompasses approximately 8 acres of land over a
triangular portion of Tax Map Key (TMK) parcel (3) 2-1-013:167 (see Figure 1-2) roughly
situated about one (1) mile south of the Hilo International Airport and about one (1) mile east
of Kanoelehua Avenue, State Route 11. Access to the site is provided from Leilani Street and
Hoʻolaulima Road, both County of Hawai’i roadways, and then through the existing EHRSS
facility. Hoʻolaulima Road intersects with Leilani Street approximately 0.95 miles northwest of
the project site.
The 13.86-acre parcel is owned by the State of Hawai‘i and is under the control and
management of the County of Hawai‘i. On September 24, 2004, the Board of Land and Natural
Resources (BLNR) approved the set aside of State lands to the County of Hawai‘i for the
construction of a recycling facility. The submittal for the set aside included a construction and
management right of entry. To date, the set aside has not been finalized pending completion
of the consolidation and re-subdivision of several parcels and the submittal of survey maps.
DEM will continue to coordinate with the State of Hawai‘i Department of Land and Natural
Resources, Land Division (DLNR-Land Division) regarding the re-subdivision and finalization of
the site aside.
1.2. Existing Uses
The 13.86-acre parcel and surrounding areas were formerly used for quarry/rock mining
operations. Existing uses of the parcel consist of the AV lot, assorted infrastructure, and the
facilities and operational activities associated with the County’s solid waste management
program, namely the EHRSS. Approximately 1 acre on the southern portion of the parcel has
been cleared and developed into the existing AV facility where AVs are stored prior to being
reclaimed by their owner, sold at a County-held auction, or recycled and disposed of at a
permitted vehicle disposal facility. The existing AV facility consists of an asphalt concrete (AC)
paved surface surrounded by an 8-ft security fence. The remainder of the 8-acre project site
remains undeveloped and is partially vegetated with trees and overgrown ruderal species,
which are typically non-native. All native plants found on the site are relatively common.
Administrative functions of the County’s AV program are performed by County staff at the
temporary AV office located in an existing trailer situated about 720 feet from the paved
parking area on the adjacent property to the northwest of the subject parcel identified as TMK
[3] 2-1-013:150.
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1.3. Surrounding Uses
Other than the EHRSS, other solid waste management program components located in the
immediate vicinity include a HI-5 Redemption Center, the Hilo ReUSE Center, a former scrap
metal yard, the Hilo Recycling & Transfer Station (Hilo Transfer Station), the East Hawai‘i
Organics Facility, and a County base yard to the northwest; and the recently closed South Hilo
Sanitary Landfill to the southeast (see Figure 1-3). Just beyond these program components are
several active quarries and heavily vegetated land that remains mostly undeveloped.
Other surrounding uses in the general vicinity include the Hilo International Airport and the
Keaukaha Military Reservation (KMR) of the Hawai‘i National Guard to the north and east; the
County of Hawai‘i Trap and Skeet Range to the southeast; the Pana‘ewa Drag Strip, the County
of Hawai‘i Mass Transit Agency base yard, and the Department of Hawaiian Homelands
Pana‘ewa Farm lots and residences to the south; and various commercial/industrial properties
to the west.
1.4. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Abandoned Vehicles
Rules and regulations pertaining to AVs are codified in Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) Chapter
290 “Abandoned Vehicles”; Hawai‘i County Code (HCC) Chapter 24 “Vehicles and Traffic”; and
HCC Chapter 20, Article 3, Section 20-03-03. According to HCC Section 24-199, a vehicle is
considered abandoned if it is parked on a public roadway and has not been attended to for
more than 24 hours. Once the vehicle has been deemed abandoned, the Police Department
may immediately take the vehicle into custody. Derelict vehicles that are missing major
components thereby making it inoperable, are hauled directly to the County’s contracted vehicle
disposal facility where it is processed for recycling and disposal. Vehicles not considered
derelict are hauled to the impound site where an attempt is made to notify the registered owner
by certified mail. AVs that have not been claimed within 10 days after the notification are either
auctioned off or processed for recycling and disposal.
1.5. County of Hawai‘i Abandoned Vehicle Program
The County of Hawai‘i manages a Vehicle Disposal Assistance Program (VDAP) to help
registered vehicle owners dispose of unwanted vehicles legally and properly, to reduce the
number of AVs left on public roadways. The program also includes assistance for property
owners that have AVs left on their private property without their permission. A maximum of
two derelict vehicles per property, per calendar year, may be disposed of at no charge.
However, the property owner and/or registered owner is responsible for having the vehicle
transported from its current location to the County’s contracted vehicle disposal facility,
including all costs involved with the transport. The County and its contracted vendors currently
dispose of vehicles in Hilo under the authorization of Solid Waste Management Permit (SWMP)
ST-0022-18 issued by the State Department of Health. If needed, the County will submit a
permit modification for the additional components under the proposed action.
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The County holds a vehicle disposal contract with HMP dba Business Services Hawai‘i who
operates a scrap metal facility in Kea‘au, approximately 6.5 miles from the project site. Big
Island Scrap Metal (BISM) also operates under a SWMP and accepts vehicles that the public
wants to dispose of. BISM has locations in Kailua-Kona and Shipman.
1.6. Recent Legislation
In January 2022, four bills were introduced in the State House of Representatives to address
the abandoned vehicle problem in all the counties. The following provides a brief overview of
the intent/content of the bills:
HB 14111
Requires that both the transferee’s and transferor’s address be provided on the certificate of
ownership when the title to a motor vehicle is transferred.
HB 1412
Requires the counties to provide a minimum distance a vehicle must be moved within a
specified timeframe after a vehicle is initially inspected for abandonment to avoid an official
classification of abandonment. Requires that, before a vehicle can be classified as being
abandoned, notice be provided that the vehicle must be moved the specified distance within the
specified timeframe or be subject to removal.
HB 1413
Allows the director of finance of a county to require payment of outstanding charges and fines
owed to the county relating to the disposition of an abandoned vehicle within the county by the
registered owner of the abandoned vehicle before issuing a certificate of registration or
completing a transfer of ownership, except under certain circumstances.
HB 1414
Makes a person who is the registered owner of a vehicle that was deemed abandoned or
derelict subject to a tiered fine system.
All the bills were passed in the 2022 legislative session. None of the bills is anticipated to
substantially affect the project. It is expected there will still be abandoned vehicles even after
adoption of the bills and thus a need for the abandoned vehicle program and a facility to store
abandoned vehicles until they are reclaimed by their owners, sold at a County-held auction, or
recycled and disposed at the permitted vehicle disposal facility.
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1.7. Previous Environmental Studies
Previous environmental documents and supporting technical studies have been prepared for
projects within and in the vicinity of the project site. These environmental documents are
summarized below and are further incorporated into this EA by reference due to their
substantial relevance to the project site and/or the scope of the proposed project:
Final Environmental Impact Statement Construction and Operation of the East Hawai‘i Regional
Sort Station (2004)
The proposed action assessed in this Final EIS was the construction and operation of a solid
waste processing, recycling, and transfer facility near the existing South Hilo Landfill, otherwise
known as the EHRSS, on TMKs (3) 2-1-013:150, 151, 167, 168; and (3) 2-1-012:004. This
action was proposed because the South Hilo Landfill, which served East Hawai‘i, was anticipated
to fill to capacity near the end of 2006. The proposed action was intended as an interim solution
that would operate as described until a responsible alternative was available to serve the East
Hawai‘i waste stream.
The EHRSS would accept County, commercial and residential waste from all areas of South and
East Hawai‘i. The waste would be reduced to the maximum practical amount through available
recycling and resource recovery approaches.
County waste hauling trucks from the East Hawai‘i rural transfer stations would bring loads to
the Sort Station for reloading. In the short term the residual waste that is not recycled would
be placed into large transfer trailers and hauled to the Pu‘uanahulu Landfill in North Kona.
Initially, six trucks will make up to 12 round-trips per day to the Pu‘uanahulu Landfill. As
recycling infrastructure improves, the amount of waste requiring transportation is expected to
decrease.
The EHRSS serves two primary functions. The first is to provide continuous, convenient, and
cost-effective solid waste management services for the County on an interim basis. The second
is to provide a central processing facility for the County’s island-wide recycling efforts.
The responsibility of acceptance of the Final EIS was assigned to the County of Hawai‘i Planning
Department who made a determination of acceptability, which was published in the February
23, 2004 issue of The Environmental Notice.
Final Environmental Assessment South Hilo Sanitary Landfill Final Closure (2018)
This Final EA assessed the physical and operational improvements needed to permanently close
the South Hilo Sanitary Landfill in compliance with State and federal rules and regulations and
consistent with long-term waste management objectives of the County of Hawai‘i. With limited
capacity at the existing landfill, significant constraints to expanding the existing landfill or
establishing a new landfill in East Hawai‘i, and a steady East Hawai‘i waste stream, the closure
of the South Hilo Sanitary Landfill was imminent.
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Proposed improvements associated with final closure of the landfill consisted of installing a final
cover system on the top and side slopes of the landfill, installing a new passive landfill gas
venting system, and constructing a new storm water detention and infiltration basin and other
storm water management structures. Prior to installation of the final cover, the landfill was
slightly re-graded, and a maintenance access road was provided along with a perimeter swale
to facilitate the control and containment of storm water runoff on-site. Improvements were
recently completed, and the landfill was closed for good in 2020.
Operational plans assessed in the Final EA included the continued acceptance of municipal solid
waste from the nearby County transfer stations, small commercial haulers (about 3 tons or
less), and other government agencies at the EHRSS after the reusable or recyclable materials
have been removed from the waste stream. The residual municipal solid waste would then be
reloaded into eight (8) new County trailers and hauled to the WHSL. DEM approved the Final
EA and issued a finding of no significant impact (FONSI), which was published in the February
8, 2018 issue of The Environmental Notice.
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CHAPTER 2: PROPOSED ACTION
2.

PROPOSED ACTION

2.1. Background
The existing Hilo AV facility operates Monday to Friday from 7:45a to 4:30p, the only hours
which vehicles being held in the lot can be released to registered owners who must first make
an appointment. The contract towing company has access to the lot 24-hours a day, 7 days a
week (excluding Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s) to drop off vehicles. The number of
vehicles that come into the Hilo AV varies from year to year although typically, an average of
about 4 to 5 vehicles per day or 100 to 150 vehicles per month are dropped off at the facility.
Construction of the new building or expansion of the lot will not increase this volume or change
the operation of the facility.
The AV facility relies on a daily report from the Police Department for a list of vehicles that have
been deemed abandoned. AV staff visits and inspects each reported vehicle on a daily basis
and then notifies the contract tow company to pick up the vehicle within 72 hours. Based on
the inspection, the vehicle may be taken directly to the contracted disposal facility or to one of
the County’s AV lots. In addition to the AV lot in Hilo, DEM manages two (2) other AV lots on
Hawai‘i Island. One is located in Pu‘uanahulu, behind the old scale house of the West Hawai‘i
Sanitary Landfill, and the other is located in Kealakehe, next to the former scrap metal yard and
the Kealakehe Transfer Station. Once the vehicle is at the AV facility, the County will notify the
owners to pick up the vehicle within 10 days. If the vehicle is not picked up, the County will
either arrange for the vehicle to be disposed of or retain it for auction. Vehicles held for auction
at the Hilo AV lot are transported to the Kona facility for the auction. No auctions are
conducted at the Hilo AV lot but could be an option should the demand of the program
increase.
There have been continuing issues with break-ins at the Hilo AV lot even though there is a
security fence around the perimeter of the AV lot. These break-ins typically target nicer
vehicles and vehicles intended for auction. During the break-ins, the vehicles are vandalized, or
various parts removed. The vandalism or parts removal decreases the value of the vehicle at
the auction.
The County’s abandoned vehicle program removes hundreds of abandoned and derelict vehicles
from public roadways and properties across the entire island, including from DHHL lands. The
County of Hawai‘i also manages a Vehicle Disposal Assistance Program (VDAP) to help
registered vehicle owners dispose of unwanted vehicles legally and properly, to reduce the
number of AVs left on public roadways. The program also includes assistance for property
owners that have AVs left on their private property without their permission. The AV facility
presently functions as an impound lot and is only used to store vehicles before they are
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reclaimed by their owner, sold at a County-held auction, or taken off-site by the County’s
contracted vendor to a separate, permitted recycling and disposal facility.
The County and its contracted vendors must comply with the conditions of a Solid Waste
Management Permit (SWMP) issued by the State Department of Health. Pursuant to the permit
conditions, measures must be taken to prevent vehicle fluids and spills from being discharged
or allowed to enter waterways, drainage systems, wastewater systems, or onto the ground.
Such measures include, but are not limited to, the use of spill pans, structural catchment
systems, and/or absorbent materials. Vehicle fluids from spills and leaks must then be
managed in accordance with applicable federal, state and local rules and ordinances. These
measures help to avoid or minimize the absorption or ingestion of the stated substances
through the ground, air, or water. Furthermore, the SWMP for the Hilo AV facility only allows
for the operation of a waste vehicle storage facility. No processing, dismantling, salvaging, or
crushing/baling operations occur within the project area in compliance with the DOH-approved
permit.
No other solid wastes, including automobile tires and batteries, are accepted at the Hilo AV
facility pursuant to the conditions of the SWMP. If there are loose tires in the immediate
vicinity of an abandoned vehicle being picked up, those tires are also picked up and temporarily
stored at the County’s Hilo Baseyard until they are picked up by a contracted vendor for proper
disposal. The tires are stored under cover to avoid the collection of rainwater that might serve
as breeding grounds for mosquitos.
Based on the conditions of the SWMP, the AV lot does not involve hazardous substances
(hazardous waste) nor toxic substances (toxic waste). According to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), hazardous waste is waste that is corrosive, flammable, reactive or
toxic. However, toxic waste is much more specific and is only waste that is harmful or fatal to
living organisms when absorbed or ingested.
Vehicles coming to the AV lot would primarily contain mercury in the hood and trunk lighting
switches and anti-lock braking systems. The amount of mercury is equivalent to the amount of
mercury found in household fever thermometers. The existing and abandoned vehicles towed
to the project site remain in-tact while at the facility. No dismantling of vehicles takes place on
the project site. Thus, there should be no release of mercury vapor from the vehicles on the AV
lot.
2.2. Purpose and Need
It is estimated that the County removes a total of more than 1,500 to 2,000 abandoned vehicles
per year from public roadways. In addition to being a public nuisance and an eyesore,
abandoned vehicles can pose traffic, safety and environmental hazards and present a risk to
public health. Significant costs are associated with the removal and disposal of abandoned
vehicles, which increases as facilities reach capacity and alternative disposal solutions are
needed. The purpose of the proposed project directly responds to these issues and is intended
to improve the efficiency of the County’s abandoned vehicle program in order to manage costs
associated with the processing of abandoned vehicles. In addition, the new 5,000 SF building
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will provide a secure facility to prevent theft and vandalism of vehicles that are being held for
auction. Without the new building, vehicles are subject to removal of parts or other vandalism
which reduces their value at auctions.
2.3. Proposed Project Description
The proposed project consists of constructing a 5,000-sf single story pre-engineered metal
building that would store about 25 “auctionable” vehicles with additional space for 4 staff
offices, a reception area, restrooms, a conference/lunchroom, and other administrative support
spaces. The existing AV lot would be expanded to hold about 100 impounded vehicles and
would include parking spaces for staff and visitor vehicles. Other proposed site improvements
include a paved access driveway, additional pavement for the expanded vehicle lot, installing a
new water line from Ho‘olaulima Road to the new building and other utility connections, on-site
drainage system, additional security fencing for the expanded lot, and a surveillance system.
The new 5,000 sf building will be single story with a mezzanine level for the offices and related
administrative functions. It is expected that the roof will be about 22 to 25 feet above the
surrounding grade with roll-up doors on both sides for ease of moving the stored vehicles. The
new building dimensions and location on the project site will be determined during the design
phase. Similarly, the layout for the expanded lot will be determined during the design phase.
However, the expanded lot will be paved, and surface matched to the existing. It is estimated
that the final design will result in an approximate 1 acre increase of paved or impermeable
surfaces at the site. An on-site drainage system will be designed to manage the additional
runoff to avoid drainage problems and areas of standing water.
A figure of the existing site layout along with photographs of what the facility is anticipated to
look like are included in Figures 2-1 through 2-3.
An individual wastewater system (IWS) is also proposed to accommodate wastewater flows
from the new building. The IWS would consist of a septic tank and soil absorption system for
the treatment and disposal of wastewater effluent. Design of the facility would also evaluate
the feasibility of incorporating a photovoltaic (PV) energy system to reduce facility energy
demands on the existing electric grid.
May 10, 2021, the Department of Water Supply in response to an early consultation request,
stated, the East Hawai'i Regional Sort Station (EHRSS) has existing water service through an
existing 12-inch waterline along Ho'olaulima Road. Also, any new meter serving the proposed
project will require the installation of a reduced principal type backflow prevention assembly
within five (5) feet of the meter on private property. Water service to the new building will
connect to the existing waterline on Ho'olaulima Road.
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Photo 1

Photo 2
FIGURE 2-2
Facility Concept Photos - Exterior
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
South Hilo, Hawai‘i Island, Hawai‘i

Photo 3

Photo 4
FIGURE 2-3
Facility Concept Photos - Interior
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
South Hilo, Hawai‘i Island, Hawai‘i

2.4. Other Information
The AV lot related improvements will be owned and operated by the County. As such, the AV
lot improvements will be considered as a “public uses, structures and buildings and community
buildings”, as permitted under Section HCC §25-4-11. Further, on May 12, 2021, in response to
an early consultation request, the County of Hawai'i Planning Department stated the AV lot
related improvements parcel zoning is MG- 1a (Zoning Code) and it is outside the Special
Management Area (SMA); the intended use is permitted in the MG district. Further, under
Hawai'i County Code Section §25-2-71, plan approval is required prior to the construction or
installation of any new structure or development or any addition to an existing structure or
development in all districts except in the RS, RA, FA, A and IA districts for public uses,
structures, and community buildings. Once design has been completed, the County will request
Plan Approval from the County of Hawai'i Planning Department.
On May 4, 2021, in response to an early consultation request, the State of Hawai'i Department
of Transportation (STP 8.3 164) stated, the proposed facility is approximately 6,547 feet from
the end of Runway 3 at Hilo International Airport (ITO) and that prior to construction, Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) regulation requires the submittal of FAA Form 7460-1 Notice of
Proposed Construction of alteration pursuant to Code of Federal Regulations, Title 14, Part
77.9., if the construction or alteration is within 20,000 feet of a public use or military airport
which exceeds a 100:1 surface from any point on the runway of each airport with its longest
runway more than 3,200 feet. Construction equipment and staging area heights, including
heights of temporary construction cranes, shall be included in the submittal. Given the AV lot
project site and based on the DOT comment, the County anticipates filing a FAA Form 7460-1
with the FAA. By letter dated May 6, 2022, the State DOT stated that the proposed project
does not appear to directly or indirectly impact the State highway system based on the
information provided in the Draft EA. DOT had no comments or objections to the Draft EA.
On May 13, 2021, in response to an early consultation request, the Department of Public Works
stated, the AV lot parcel is in an area designated as Zone X on the Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Zone X is an area determined
to be outside the 500-year floodplain.
Further, all development-generated runoff shall be disposed of on site and not directed toward
any adjacent properties. A drainage study shall be prepared, and the recommended drainage
system shall be constructed meeting the approval of the Department of Public Works.
Lastly, all activities shall comply with the requirements of Hawaii County Code, Chapter 10,
Erosion and Sedimentary Control.
2.5. Development Schedule
Designing and permitting would last for a period of six to nine months following the acceptance
of this EA. It is anticipated that the bid/awarding process for the Proposed Action would last
between three to four months and then construction of the Proposed Action would be complete
after nine to twelve months.
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2.6. Project Costs
The Proposed Action is anticipated to cost approximately $3 million to construct. Project
expenses and expenditures will serve to directly and indirectly contribute to the State and local
economy.
No federal funds will be used for construction of the facilities.
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CHAPTER 3:
DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING
ENVIRONMENT, IMPACTS, AND MITIGATION
MEASURES
3.

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING ENVIRONMENT, IMPACTS, AND MITIGATION
MEASURES

3.1. Climate and Climate Change
Hawaiʻi’s climate is relatively uniform year-round with mild temperatures, moderate humidity,
and relatively consistent northeasterly trade winds. The dominant geological features of Hawaiʻi
Island, namely Mauna Loa (13,679-foot summit elevation) and Mauna Kea (13,796-foot summit
elevation), significantly influence the island’s climate and weather conditions making Hawaiʻi
Island home to 4 out of the 5 major climate zones and 8 out of the 13 sub-zones.
Hilo is located within the continuously wet sub-zone of the humid tropical climate zone. Annual
rainfall in Hilo averages about 130 inches per year, with the winter months from October to
April receiving the majority of the rainfall (Giambelluca et al., 2013). Temperatures are
relatively uniform throughout the year with averages at the Hilo International Airport ranging
from a low of 72 degrees Fahrenheit in the winter months to a high of 78 degrees Fahrenheit in
the summer months (DBEDT, 2020). Wind patterns in Hilo are largely a function of the
interaction between the northeasterly trade winds and the Mauna Loa volcano. In general, the
trades are more persistent in the summer than in the winter and stronger in the afternoon than
at night. In the absence of trade winds, winds become light and variable. Diurnal heating and
cooling of the island also gives rise to onshore breezes during the day, and offshore breezes
during the night.
The State of Hawaiʻi is being impacted by a myriad of climatic changes, including rising sea
levels, warming ocean temperatures, changing rainfall patterns, a decrease in stream base flow,
changing wind and wave patterns, and changing habitats and species distribution. There is no
consensus, however, about the exact nature, magnitude, and timing of how these changes will
occur. Generally speaking, there is an expectation of a rise in air and sea surface temperatures,
a decrease in the prevailing northeasterly trade winds, a decline in average rainfall resulting in
the continued decline in stream base flow, an increase in ocean acidity, and sea level rise
(Hawai‘i Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission 2017). There is an overall
consensus that these climate changes are linked to global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
from anthropogenic (human) sources (IPCC 2014).
GHGs absorb and “trap” solar radiation instead of reflecting it back into space. Typical GHGs
include carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and chlorofluorocarbons. The main sources of
GHG emissions resulting from human activity are from the following sectors, in order from most
emissions to least: fossil fuel power stations, industrial activity, transportation, agriculture,
fossil fuel processing, residential and commercial activity, land use and biomass burning, and
waste disposal and treatment. As of 2020, the United States was responsible for approximately
24.56 percent of global carbon dioxide emissions (Global Carbon Project 2021). Within Hawaiʻi,
the County of Hawai‘i accounted for approximately 14 percent of the state’s total GHG
emissions in 2017 (ICF and UHERO 2021).
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Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No direct or indirect impacts on climate are anticipated with implementation of the
proposed action. The proposed action would be appropriately designed in the context of
the surrounding environment and would not affect temperatures, wind, or rainfall levels
in the region.
The exact nature of how the climate will change is unknown. New information will
continually need to be incorporated within future assessments to identify where efforts
should be focused when developing adaptation strategies to climatic changes.
Implementation of the proposed action will result in the short-term irrevocable release
of GHGs from construction activities associated with the development of the proposed
improvements. However, these activities will be temporary and the quantities of GHGs
released will be negligible. In the long-term, the AV facility would support solid waste
management activities of DEM that have associated GHG emissions. It is noted that
these activities are consistent with the current and planned use of the site and would
not involve any new uses that would significantly impact State GHG emissions
inventories. No mitigation is required or proposed.
3.2. Physical Environment
3.2.1. Geology and Topography
Hawaiʻi Island is the youngest and largest island in the Hawaiian chain. The island was formed
by the coalescence of five volcanoes—Kohala, Hualālai, Mauna Kea, Mauna Loa, and Kīlauea.
Only Mauna Loa and Kīlauea are presently considered active while the other three are
considered dormant.
The town of Hilo, created by Mauna Loa lava flows, is characterized by ʻaʻa (clinker) and
pāhoehoe (ropy) lava from various eruptions dating back to between 750 to 1,500 years ago
(Wolfe and Morris, 1996). Flows are typically 5 to 20 feet thick. Due to its relatively young
age, the Kau Basalt in the project area site is generally unweathered and has developed only a
thin soil layer. These basalt layers are typically highly fractured resulting in high permeability.
The natural grade in the vicinity of the project area slopes gently from the southeast towards
the northwest and Kūhiō Bay. Topographic maps show the project site lies at elevations that
range from about 80 to 90 feet above mean sea level.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No direct, indirect or cumulative impacts on geology are anticipated with implementation
of the proposed action.
Construction of the proposed action will require subsurface excavation for placement of
the column footings and slab foundations for the new building. Excavation will also be
required for the new water line which would be designed to County standards.
Typically, the line would be placed in a trench at a depth of about 6 to 7 feet below the
surrounding grade which accounts for base course and cover.
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The subsurface work will be done by using an excavator machine or backhoe for the
utility trenches. An augur could also be used to drill for the column footings.
Excavation for the trenches and footing would not create adverse impacts to the geology
of this area of Hawaiʻi Island.
Construction of the proposed action would involve land disturbing activities that would
alter the existing topography within the project area. Such activities may include
clearing, grading, excavation, and backfilling intended to construct the new water line
and foundation for the new building. It is anticipated that finished grades will resemble
existing grades. No significant impacts to topography are anticipated and no mitigation
measures are proposed or anticipated to be required.
A drainage study would be performed to assess any potential changes in drainage
patterns as a result of the project. The final drainage system would be designed to
accommodate any potential increases in runoff, which would be retained on-site. DEM
would coordinate the final drainage system design with the County of Hawaiʻi
Department of Public Works (DPW) prior to construction.
3.2.2. Soils and Agricultural Land Productivity
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture National Resources Conservation Service’s
(NRCS) Soil Survey of the Island of Hawaiʻi, State of Hawaiʻi, dated December 1973, soils within
the project area are classified in the Papai series (rPAE). This series is described as extremely
stony muck, with three to 25 percent slopes and consists of well-drained, thin, extremely stony
organic soils over fragmented ʻaʻa lava. This soil is found at elevations ranging from sea level to
1,000 feet and receive between 90 to 150 inches of annual rainfall. Areas with Papai soils are
mostly covered in woodland, with some small areas used for pasture, orchards, and truck crops.
These soils are slightly acidic and are generally about eight inches deep. Permeability for these
soils is rapid, runoff is slow, and the erosion hazard is slight. Papai series soils are given a
capability rating of subclass VII, meaning they have severe limitations that makes them largely
unsuitable for cultivation, limiting their usefulness to pastureland or woodland. Additionally,
Papai series soils are of limited use for road fill, as locations for highways, and foundations, due
to the fragmental nature of the underlying ʻaʻa lava. See Figure 3-1.
The State of Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Lands of Importance to the State
of Hawaiʻi (ALISH) system of defining agricultural suitability classifies lands into four categories:

Prime Lands, Unique Lands, Other Lands and Unclassified. According to the ALISH system and
related map, the project area is classified as Other Lands, which is defined as an area that can
be farmed satisfactorily by applying greater inputs of fertilizer, improving drainage, practicing
erosion control, and protecting the land from flooding. See Figure 3-2.
The Detailed Land Classification, Island of Hawaiʻi, published by the University of Hawaiʻi, Land
Study Bureau (LSB), evaluates the quality or productive capacity of certain lands on the island
using a five-class productivity rating system, with “A” representing the class of the highest
productivity and “E” the lowest. Under this system, the project area was not evaluated for
agricultural productivity. See Figure 3-2.

Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
Final Environmental Assessment
3-3

rLW

rKFD
rKFD

E
WA
AU

rPAE

RD
.
HO
O LA
UM
AR

rLW

D.

Project Site

LIM

Legend
TMK Parcels
rPAE (Papai extremely stony muck, 3 to 25
percent slopes)
rLW (Lava flows, pahoehoe)
rKFD (Keaukaha extremely rocky muck, 6 to
20 percent slopes)

¯

rKFD
0

0.2

0.4
Miles

1:15,000

Source: State OP and ESRI
rLW

FIGURE 3-1
Soils Classifications Map
Hi
l
oAbandonedVehi
cl
eFaci
l
i
t
y
Sout
hHi
l
o,Hawai
‘
iI
sl
and,Hawai
‘
i

Other Lands

E
WA
AU
RD
.

E
HO
O LA
UM
LIM
AR
D.

Legend
Project Site

LSB

TMK Parcels

Productivity Rating
E

ALISH

Classification
Other Lands

¯

0

0.125

0.25
Miles

1:10,000

Source: State OP and ESRI

FIGURE 3-2
Agricultural Lands of Importance to the State of Hawai'i
Hi
l
oAbandonedVehi
cl
eFaci
l
i
t
y
Sout
hHi
l
o,Hawai
‘
iI
sl
and,Hawai
‘
i

Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Given the low productivity potential of the soil in the area and need for high inputs, the
project area is not considered suitable for agricultural activity.
Therefore,
implementation of the proposed action would not reduce the inventory of productive
lands available for agricultural uses.
Construction of the proposed action would involve land disturbing activities for
construction of the new building, expansion of the AV lot, and trenching of the water
line. These land disturbing activities could result in short-term soil erosion impacts.
These activities would be mitigated by incorporating best management practices (BMP)
and erosion control measures into the project plans and specifications. Site-specific
BMPs and erosion control measures will be determined during the design phase
although it is anticipated that these measures may include: phasing the project to
minimize the total area of exposed soil at any given time, revegetating or stabilizing
disturbed areas of soil as soon as possible after working, minimizing disturbance of soil
during periods of heavy rain, applying protective covers to soil and material stockpiles,
and installing appropriate erosion and sedimentation control devices during construction.
The proposed action will comply with the requirements of Hawaiʻi County Code, Chapter
10, related to Erosion and Sedimentation Control. Following construction, exposed soils
in the project area would be stabilized or re-vegetated to control erosion.
Soil erosion impacts would also be mitigated through coordination with the appropriate
agencies during permitting and construction. A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit for storm water runoff from construction activities is anticipated
to be required as individual and/or cumulative soil disturbances in the project area may
exceed one acre of land area. Any discharges related to project construction or
operation activities will comply with applicable State Water Quality Standards as
specified in Hawai‘i Administrative Rules (HAR), Chapter 11-54 Water Quality Standards
and Chapter 11-55 Water Pollution Control, Department of Health.
3.3. Hydrology
3.3.1. Groundwater
The relatively young and porous geology of Hawaiʻi Island means most rainfall infiltrates into
the subsurface as groundwater. In the vicinity, the uppermost groundwater aquifer beneath
the project area is typically encountered from six to seven feet above mean sea level (msl), or
about 70 to 90 feet below the ground surface. The State of Hawaiʻi has classified groundwater
under an aquifer coding system to identify and describe groundwater aquifers. The project
area overlies the Northeast Mauna Loa Aquifer Sector of the Hilo Aquifer System. Groundwater
within this aquifer exists primarily as basal groundwater followed by high level dike and perched
water. Cap rock, although thick and extensive, does not play an important role in the coastal
regions of the aquifer. The sustainable yield of an aquifer is the amount of groundwater that
can be pumped without depleting the source; the Hilo Aquifer System has a sustainable yield of
347 million gallons per day (mgd) (DWS, 2010).
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HAR Section 11-23.4 provides criteria for classifying aquifers into those that are designated as
underground sources of drinking water and those that are not. The boundary between nondrinking water aquifers and underground sources of drinking water is generally referred to as
the underground injection control (UIC) line. The project area is about a mile below (makai)
and downgradient of the UIC line, which means that the underlying aquifer is not considered a
drinking water source.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No adverse impacts on groundwater are anticipated with implementation of the
proposed action. The underlying aquifer at the site is not considered a drinking water
source. The excavation required for the new building footing/slab foundation and for
the waterline trenching would extend to approximately 6 to 7 feet below the
surrounding grade. The utility pole, which may be used for bringing power to the
facility, would require a hole of up to approximately 8 to 10 feet below grade. These
depths would not affect groundwater resources.
The new building will include restroom facilities and a breakroom with a sink. These
facilities will be connected to the septic system consisting of a septic tank and soil
absorption system for the treatment and disposal of wastewater effluent. The system
would be constructed according to State of Hawai'i and County requirements which have
been designed to protect groundwater resources.
3.3.2. Surface Water
Due to the permeability of the ʻaʻa and pāhoehoe lava beneath the soil at the project site, there
are no well-defined drainage courses and very little surface water resources in the area. The
nearest surface water bodies include quarry ponds located about a mile northwest of the
project site and a rarely flowing drainage ditch about a half-mile south of the project area that
collects water from streams and ditches in the southeastern part of Hilo and discharges into
vacant, low-lying land. Reed’s Bay is the nearest coastline at 1.5 miles away from the project
site. The project site is nearly one mile west of Wailoa Pond and slightly over two miles
southwest of the Wailuku River. There are no delineated or proposed wetlands in the project
area and there are no direct hydrologic connections between the project area and nearby
surface waters.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No direct, indirect or cumulative impacts on surface waters within or in the vicinity of the
project area are anticipated with implementation of the proposed action as there are no
surface water features such as rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, or wetlands on or within
proximity of the project area.
During construction, surface waters and soil erosion impacts would be mitigated by
incorporating BMPs and erosion control measures into the project plans and
specifications. In addition, the project will comply with the requirements of Hawaiʻi
County Code, Chapter 10, related to Erosion and Sedimentation Control.
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Soil erosion impacts would also be mitigated through coordination with the appropriate
agencies during permitting and construction. A NPDES permit for storm water runoff
from construction activities is anticipated to be required as individual and/or cumulative
soil disturbances in the project site may exceed one acre of land area. Any discharges
related to project construction or operation activities will comply with applicable State
Water Quality Standards as specified in Hawai‘i Administrative Rules (HAR), Chapter 1154 Water Quality Standards and Chapter 11-55 Water Pollution Control, Department of
Health.
During operations, as previously discussed in Chapter 2, the County and its contracted
vendors must comply with the conditions of the SWMP issued by the State Department
of Health. Pursuant to the permit conditions, measures must be taken to prevent
vehicle fluids and spills from being discharged or allowed to enter waterways, drainage
systems, wastewater systems, or onto the ground. Such measures, include but are not
limited to, the use of spill pans, structural catchment systems, and/or absorbent
materials. Vehicle fluids from spills and leaks must then be managed in accordance with
the conditions of the SWMP and applicable federal, state and local rules and ordinances.
No adverse impacts to surface waters are anticipated.
3.4. Natural Hazards
3.4.1. Sea Level Rise
The Earth’s climate has experienced natural changes and variability throughout its geologic
timeline, however, the changes that have occurred over the past century are unprecedented.
Anthropogenic GHG emissions are causing global warming and climate disruption. The
concentration of carbon dioxide, as well as other GHG, are well outside the range of natural
variability and are reaching the highest levels seen in at least 800,000 years (Hawai‘i Climate
Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission, 2017).
Sea level is rising at increasing rates due to global warming of the atmosphere and oceans and
melting of the glaciers and ice sheets. Rising sea level and projections of stronger and more
frequent El Niño events and tropical cyclones in waters surrounding Hawai'i indicate a growing
vulnerability to coastal flooding and erosion. If GHG emissions are maintained at its current
rate of increase, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (2014) predicts up to
3.2 feet of global sea level rise by the year 2100. However, recent observations and projections
show that this magnitude of sea level rise could occur as early as year 2060 under recently
published high-end scenarios (Hawai‘i Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission,
2017). There are questions and debate around the exact timing of that rise due largely to
uncertainties around the future behavior of the Earth’s cryosphere and global GHG emission
trajectories.
Topographic maps show the project sites lies at elevations that range from about 80 to 90 feet
above mean sea level and Reed’s Bay is the nearest coastline at 1.5 miles away from the
project site. Thus, the project site is not located within the 3.2-foot or 6-foot sea level rise
exposure area (SLR-XA) as depicted by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) Sea Level Rise data.

Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
Final Environmental Assessment
3-8

Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No short or long-term impacts on sea level rise are anticipated during construction or
operation of the proposed project. The exact nature of how the sea level will rise and
when is unknown. New information will continually need to be incorporated within
future assessments to identify where efforts should be focused when developing
adaptation strategies to sea level rise.
3.4.2. Flood and Tsunami Hazard
According to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Panel Number 1551660885C, prepared by
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the project area along with much of the
surrounding area is designated as Zone X—an area determined to be outside of the 500-year
flood plain. See Figure 3-3.
As previously discussed, on May 13, 2021, the Department of Public Works confirmed the
project site is in an area designated as Zone X on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Zone X is an area determined to be outside
the 500-year floodplain.
The project site is also located outside of the tsunami evacuation zone according to the
Tsunami Evacuation Zone maps for Hawaiʻi Island.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No direct, indirect or cumulative impacts on flood and tsunami hazards are anticipated
as the proposed action is not anticipated to increase flood risks or cause any adverse
flood-related impacts within the project area or lower elevation properties.
A drainage study would be performed to assess any potential changes in drainage
patterns. The final drainage system would be designed to accommodate any potential
increases in runoff, which would be retained on-site. DEM would coordinate with DPW
regarding the final drainage system design prior to construction.
3.4.3. Hurricane
The Hawaiian Islands are seasonally affected by Pacific hurricanes from the late summer to
early winter months. During hurricanes and storm conditions, high winds cause strong uplift
forces on structures, particularly on roofs. Wind-driven materials and debris can attain high
velocity and cause devastating property damage and harm to life and limb. It is difficult to
predict these natural occurrences, but it is reasonable to assume that future events will occur.
While the island of Hawai‘i has not been in the direct path of a hurricane since recordation
began in 1950, the models indicate that the island has a long-term hurricane hazard risk higher
than any of the other islands for a direct hit.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts related to hurricane hazard are anticipated
with implementation of the proposed action. The new building will be designed to meet
the Hawai'i County building code and the International Building Code related to
structures.
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Physical components of the proposed action would be designed in consideration of the
potential hazards posed by hurricanes to the extent practical. Irrespective of any
mitigation measures taken, the unpredictable and sometimes destructive nature of
hurricanes ultimately limits the extent of practical measures that can be taken to avoid
hurricane impacts. As such, no additional mitigation measures are proposed or
anticipated to be required.
3.4.4. Volcanic Hazard
The island of Hawaiʻi is divided into 9 lava flow hazard zones, with lava flows most likely to
occur in Zone 1 and least likely to occur in Zone 9. The zones are primarily based on the
location of active vents, location and frequency of both historic and prehistoric eruptions, and
larger topographic features that would affect the paths of future flows. The hazard boundaries
are approximate, and the change in the degree of hazard is generally gradual rather than
abrupt.
The project site is situated approximately 22 miles from Kīlauea Volcano, the nearest active
vent. According to the USGS hazard classification, the entire project area is contained in lavaflow hazard Zone 3—areas less hazardous than Zone 2 because of greater distance from
recently active vents and (or) because of topography. See Figure 3-4. One to five percent of
Zone 3 has been covered since 1800 CE, and 15 to 75 percent has been covered in the last 750
years.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
The project site is subject to the hazard of lava flows due to the topography of the
surrounding area and proximity to an active vent. The proposed action would not alter
the topography or decrease proximity in a way that would make the project area more
susceptible to volcanic hazards. Given the destructive nature of lava flows, there are no
practical measures to avoid impacts from lava flows. Hawaiian lava flows generally
advance slowly and can be easily avoided by people. No mitigation measures are
proposed or anticipated to be required.
3.4.5. Seismic Hazard
The entire island of Hawaiʻi is rated Zone 4 Seismic Probability Rating (Uniform Building Code,
Appendix Chapter 25, Section 2518). Zone 4 areas are at risk from major earthquake damage,
especially to structures that are poorly designed or built. None of the several earthquakes of
Richter magnitude 6.0 or greater that have occurred on the island since 1950 have caused
substantial damage to well-engineered roads, bridges or other roadway structures. This is due
in part to the lack of unconsolidated sediments in the local substrate.
The project area also lies within the occurrence zone of Intensity VIII earthquakes,
corresponding to the Mercalli Intensity Scale. Intensity VIII is the third highest on the scale
and is characterized by slight damage in specially designed structures; considerable damage in
ordinary substantial buildings with partial collapse; great damage in poorly built structures; fall
of chimneys, factory stacks, columns, monuments, walls; and heavy furniture can become
overturned.
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Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts on seismic hazards are anticipated with
implementation of the proposed action. All structural components will be designed to
comply with the Building Code for the County of Hawaiʻi which has accounted for
potential seismic hazards on structures.
3.5. Natural Environment
3.5.1. Flora
The original vegetation of the general area likely consisted of pioneer and early successional
plant species such as ʻōhiʻa (Metrosideros polymorpha), lama (Diospyros sandwicensis) and hala
(Pandanus tectorius), and kupukupu fern (Nephrolepis exaltata) (Gagne and Cuddihy 1990).
The introduction of exotic and invasive plant and animal species, along with several seeding
attempts (using non-native seeds) following a large fire in the Panaʻewa Forest Reserve in 1926
drastically altered this native lowland wet forest into the dense, mostly non-native forest that
exists currently.
The project site was previously developed as a quarry/rock mining site. The remainder of the
project site remains undeveloped. Vegetation consisting of trees and overgrown ruderal species
which occurs along southern perimeter of the project site along ‘Elipōhaku Road. Another small
area at the northern corner of the project site contains similar vegetation. All plants found on
the site are relatively common non-native species. The plants have little conservation value.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
The proposed action involves construction of the new building and some paving to hold
additional vehicles. This work would not require additional clearing or removal of the
vegetation found along perimeter of the project site. No adverse impacts on vegetation
resulting from construction of the proposed action is anticipated as no listed or proposed
endangered plant species are known to occur within the project site.
Project plans and specifications would require the contractor to follow current
biosecurity protocols to prevent the introduction and spread of harmful invasive species
on the island of Hawaiʻi. These protocols are based on National Park Service, State of
Hawaiʻi, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Geological Survey, and the DOI Office of Native
Hawaiian Relations guidance to prevent the introduction of harmful invasive species
including frogs, ants, weeds, and fungi into local natural areas and areas with native
habitat, other islands in Hawaiian archipelago, or the U.S. mainland. The protocol also
includes suggestions for keeping field staff safe from certain invasive species.
3.5.2. Fauna
The South Hilo area supports a variety of common alien mammals, birds, reptiles and
amphibians. More importantly, several species of native birds forage or overfly the project site,
including the Hawaiian hawk or ‘io (Buteo solitaries), no longer listed as an endangered species
by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). It is still listed as endangered by the State of
Hawai'i under Hawai'i Revised Statutes Chapter 195D.
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Foraging habitat for Hawaiʻi’s only land mammal, the federally listed species the endangered
‘ope‘ape‘a, or Hawaiian hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus), may also be present in the
forested areas found along perimeter of the project site. However, due to noise and
disturbance in the vicinity of the project area along with a lack of tall native trees, it is unlikely
that ‘io and ‘ope‘ape‘a nest within the project area.
According to the FWS, other federally listed species that may occur in the immediate vicinity of
the project site include the Hawaiian petrel (Pterodroma sandwichensis), band-rumped storm
petrel (Oceanodroma castro), and the threatened Newell’s shearwater (Puffinus auricularis
newelli). The last three seabird species may overfly the project site when going to and from
offshore feeding areas.
Other mammals previously observed or expected to occur on the property include non-native
mongoose (Herpestes javanicus), mice (Mus musculus), rats (Rattus spp.), and feral cats (Felis
catus). None of these species are federally listed, and all are expected to occur in high
abundance near the project area.
No streams, wetlands, or aquatic habitat are present in or near the project site.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
On April 30, 2021, in response to the Early Consultation request, the FWS replied as
follows (01EPIF00-2021-TA-0273 Technical Assistance for the Proposed Abandoned
Vehicle Facility Pre-Assessment Hilo Hawaiʻi). Under Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act, it is the federal agency’s (or their non-federal designee) responsibility to
make the determination of whether or not the proposed project “may affect” federally
listed species or designated critical habitat. A “may affect, not likely to adversely affect”
determination is appropriate when effects to federally listed species are expected to be
discountable (i.e., unlikely to occur), insignificant (minimal in size), or completely
beneficial. This conclusion requires written concurrence from the Service. If a “may
affect, likely to adversely affect” determination is made, then the federal agency must
initiate formal consultation with the FWS. Projects that are determined to have “no
effect” on federally listed species and/or critical habitat do not require additional
coordination or consultation.
Based on the findings that showed no listed species on or near project site, the AV lot
improvements would have ”no effect” on listed species. Further, since the AV lot
improvements would not use federal funds for construction, no further coordination or
consultation with the FWS is required.
Furthermore, observations have shown that bird species responsible for aircraft/bird
collision are not present in the area. Following construction, exposed soils at the project
site would be stabilized or re-vegetated to control erosion. Due to the project site’s
proximity to the Hilo International Airport, stabilization measures proposed would be
designed and operated or otherwise conditioned or mitigated to meet the requirements
of FAA Advisory Circular 150/5200-33B “Hazardous Wildlife Attractants on or Near
Airports” and HRS Chapter 262 “Airport Zoning Act”.
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The contractor would be responsible for adhering to the project plans and specifications
which would incorporate the following avoidance and minimization measures, as
applicable:
•

To avoid impacts to Hawaiian hawks, construction activities associated with the
proposed action as well as brush and tree clearing activities should be avoided
during their breeding season (March through September). If the project site
must be cleared during the ‘io breeding season, it is recommended that a nest
search of the area be conducted by a qualified biologist immediately prior to the
start of the proposed activities. Pre-disturbance surveys (valid for 14 days)
should ensure that the proposed activities would not occur within 1,600 feet of
any active Hawaiian hawk nest during the breeding season until the young have
fledged. No trimming or cutting trees containing a hawk nest would be allowed,
as nests may be re-used during consecutive breeding seasons.

•

Woody plants greater than 15 feet tall should not be removed or trimmed during
the Hawaiian hoary bat breeding season (June 1 to September 15). It is further
recommended that barbed wire not be used for fencing to protect low-flying,
foraging bats.

•

The proposed action would avoid or minimize use of artificial lighting and avoid
night work if possible. If artificial illumination must be used, it would be shielded
so the bulb is not visible at or above bulb-height. If night work must be
conducted, it would take place outside the sea bird fledging season (September
15 through December 15) and would utilize shielded lighting.

Project plans and specifications would also require the contractor to follow current biosecurity
protocols to prevent the introduction and spread of harmful invasive species on the island of
Hawaiʻi.
3.6. Historic, Archaeological and Cultural Resources
The project area is in the ahupua‘a of Waiākea, in the moku o loko (district) of Hilo. Waiākea is
made up of roughly 95,000 acres. Once considered a region of abundant natural resources and
numerous fishponds, Waiākea was also an early important political center (Escott, 2013). Prior
to its use as the AV facility, the project site was associated primarily with modern commercial
quarrying and rock mining activities.
Based on previous studies of the surrounding area, it is unlikely that the project area is within
areas of traditional pre-contact Hawaiian settlement and habitation. Early settlements in the
Hilo District were located along the coast. Furthermore, the Panaʻewa region where the project
site is located contains marginally thin soils and is not well suited to traditional agricultural
practices. Due to the extent of ground disturbance in the area, the inland location of the site
from historic coastal communities, and the regional soil characteristics, the project site is
unlikely to contain historic properties, archaeological resources, or any resources of a potential
traditional (Carson 1999).
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Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No cultural, historic or archaeological sites are believed to be present on the project site.
Previous quarry/rock mining activities would have removed surface archaeological
resources which may have been present at that time.
It is anticipated that the proposed action would not adversely affect any historic
properties, or culturally valued resources or cultural practices given the project site has
been used for quarrying/rock mining operations.
Nonetheless, DEM and its contractors would be required to comply with all State and
County rules and regulations regarding the preservation of archaeological and historic
sites. The construction documents would include a provision that should historic sites
such as walls, platforms, pavements and mounds, or remains such as artifacts, burials,
concentrations of shell or charcoal or artifacts be inadvertently encountered during
construction activities, work would cease immediately and the State Historic Preservation
Division (SHPD) would be contacted, which would assess the significance of the find and
recommend appropriate mitigation measures if necessary. DEM would also consult with
SHPD in compliance with State historic preservation review requirements to determine
appropriate mitigation measures for the project.
3.7. Air Quality
Kīlauea Volcano continuously emits volcanic gases which result in emissions of over 1,000 tons
of sulfur dioxide per day. This approximate level of output has persisted since 1986, and
intermittently since 1983. Hawaiʻi’s strong sunlight and moist air promote oxidation and
hydration of sulfur dioxide to a sulfuric acid aerosol which is partially neutralized to ammonium
sulfate. The combination of these aerosols, the remaining sulfur dioxide and other volcanic
vapors are locally referred to as “vog,” or volcanic fog. The rate of air emissions by Kīlauea
may produce vog exposures along the plume trajectory which present chronic or acute public
health hazards. Kīlauea’s Puʻu ʻŌʻō vent is located approximately 25 miles southwest of the Hilo
International Airport.
The State of Hawai‘i Department of Health (DOH), Clean Air Branch, monitors the ambient air
quality in the State for various gaseous and particulate air pollutants. The EPA has set national
ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for six criteria pollutants: carbon monoxide (CO),
nitrogen dioxide (NO 2 ), sulfur dioxide (SO 2 ), lead (Pb), ozone (O 3 ), and particulate matter
(PM 10 and PM 2.5 ). Hawai‘i has also established a state ambient air standard for hydrogen
sulfide (H 2 S) related to volcanic activity on Hawai‘i Island. The primary purpose of the
statewide monitoring network is to measure ambient air concentrations of these pollutants and
ensure that these air quality standards are met.
Air pollution in Hawai‘i is caused by a number of different man-made and natural sources.
There are industrial sources of pollution, such as power plants and industrial/commercial
activities; mobile sources, such as vehicles and buses; agricultural sources, such as previous
sugar cane burning; and natural sources, such as windblown dust and volcanic activity. The
DOH Clean Air Branch is responsible for regulating and monitoring pollution sources to ensure
that the levels of criteria pollutants remain well below the State and federal ambient air quality
standards.
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Air quality on Hawai‘i Island is affected by emissions from industrial sources, vehicles, and
natural sources. The major industrial source for the island is oil-fired power plants, which emit
SO 2 , nitrogen oxides, and particulate matter. Motor vehicles emit CO, nitrogen oxides and
hydrocarbons (an ozone precursor), as well as smaller amounts of other pollutants including
particulates. Also emitting sulfur dioxide (SO 2) is the geothermal power plant Puna Geothermal
Venture, which supplies about 10-20% of the island’s electricity. However, Puna Geothermal
Venture is currently non-operational due to the volcanic eruptions of 2018.
Volcanic emissions of SO 2 convert into particulate sulfate, which causes a volcanic haze (vog) to
blanket the area during occasional periods of southerly Kona winds. Vog concentrations are
primarily dependent on the amount of volcanic emissions, the distance from the source vents,
and the wind direction and speed on a given day. When trade winds are absent, which occurs
most often during the winter months, East Hawaiʻi, the entire island or the entire state can be
impacted by vog.
The State maintains six air monitoring stations on the island of Hawai‘i, one of which is located
in Hilo. According to DOH ambient air quality data, the quality of air in the Hilo area is
considered to be “Good.” The prevailing northeasterly trade winds tend to disperse pollutants
toward the mountains, decreasing the concentration of pollution above Hilo. However, the
amount of particulates and other air pollutants can significantly increase during periods when
the winds shift to a southwesterly direction. Air flow from this direction carrying vog can lead to
an increase in pollution and a decrease in visibility.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Construction activities have the potential to result in fugitive dust. Construction
activities must comply with the provisions of Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules, §11-60.1-33
on Fugitive Dust. Therefore, a dust control management plan will be developed which
identifies and mitigates all activities that may generate airborne, visible fugitive dust.
Measures to control airborne, visible fugitive dust during construction will be
incorporated into the project plans and specifications. These measures may include, but
are not limited to, the following:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Planning construction to focus on minimizing the amount of airborne, visible
fugitive dust-generating materials and activities, centralizing on-site vehicular
routes, and locating potential dust-generating equipment in areas of the least
impact;
Providing an adequate water source at the site prior to start-up of construction
activities;
Providing rapid growth vegetation to cover of bare areas, including slopes, from
the grading phase;
Minimizing airborne visible fugitive dust from construction vehicles on the project
site and the access driveway;
Providing reasonable dust control measures during weekends, after hours, and
prior to daily start-up of construction activities; and
Controlling airborne, visible fugitive dust from transport vehicles used to haul
vehicles from the project site.
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Respective contractors would be responsible for adhering to air quality standards and
minimizing air quality impacts during the various phases of construction. An air pollution
control permit may be required to operate certain construction equipment, such as
crushers or generator sets, which may be used during construction. If required, the
contractor will be responsible for obtaining an air pollution control permit from the DOH
Clean Air Branch and complying with all applicable conditions and requirements. With
the appropriate controls in place, no significant impacts on air quality are anticipated as
a result of the proposed action.
Exhaust emissions created from construction activities are anticipated to have negligible
impacts on air quality in the project area as the emissions would be temporary in nature,
relatively small, and readily dissipated. Any potential impacts would be mitigated by
complying with the State DOH Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chapter 60 “Air Pollution
Control”. In the long-term, GHG emissions in the project area are not expected to
increase proposed activities are consistent with the current and planned use of the site
and would not involve any new uses that would significantly impact State GHG emissions
inventories.
As previously discussed, vehicles brought to AV lot primarily contain mercury in the hood
and trunk lighting switches and anti-lock braking systems. The amount of mercury is
equivalent to the amount of mercury found in household fever thermometers. The
existing and abandoned vehicles towed to the project site remain in-tract while at the
facility. No dismantling of vehicles takes place on the project site. Thus, there should
be no release of mercury vapor from the vehicles on the AV lot project site.
The dispersion of airborne toxins at levels in exceedance of regulated quantities is not
anticipated under the proposed action. As previously discussed, no processing,
dismantling, salvaging, or crushing/baling operations occur within the AV lot in
compliance with the DOH-approved permit for the AV lot. Activities at the site are
limited to the storage of and derelict vehicles until they are reclaimed by their owner,
sold at a County-held auction, or taken off-site by the County’s contracted vendor to a
separate, permitted recycling and disposal facility.
Nonetheless, the approved DOH permit stipulates that the County must notify DOH
whenever there are incidents such as fire, explosion, or release of regulated
material/waste, which could threaten human health or the environment (i.e., air, soil, or
surface and subsurface waters). Initial notification is by phone within eight (8) hours
and no more than twenty-four (24) hours. This initial notification is followed up with a
report prepared by an Environmental Compliance Officer or other responsible official and
submitted to DOH who is then responsible for notifying affected members of the public.
Towing vehicles and holding vehicles at the AV lot would not generate odor that could
affect the surrounding area. Thus, no odor impacts to air quality are anticipated as a
result of the proposed action.
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3.8. Noise
Ambient noise in the project area is predominantly attributed to the combined noise levels from
aircraft operations at the Hilo International Airport as noted by State Department of
Transportation Airports Division by letter dated May 4, 2021, which states that due to proximity
to the airport, the County should be aware of potential noise resulting from aircraft flight
operations. There is also a potential for fumes, smoke, vibrations, odors, etc., and that these
impacts may increase or decrease over time and depending on airport operations.
Noise would also occur from disposal activities at the adjacent EHRSS, vehicular traffic servicing
or passing by the project area, and, industrial activities in the surrounding area. Noise would
also occur from the occasional use of the Panaʻewa Drag Strip. Residences roughly 1,000 feet
or more away near the intersection of ʻAuwae Road and Kahaopeʻa Street are the nearest
sensitive uses. At this distance, noise originating from the vicinity of the project area is
perceptible but not a nuisance, and is blended in with airport, industrial, agricultural, and
naturally occurring sounds. Therefore, existing noise impacts from the AV facility on sensitive
receptors are modest.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Construction of the proposed action may result in short-term noise impacts to the
surrounding environment. Any potential noise impacts from construction are anticipated
to be negligible. Moreover, noise generated by temporary construction activities would
be similar in character and intensity to the existing noise conditions and is not
anticipated to have an adverse effect on overall noise levels. Any potential impacts
would be mitigated by complying with the State DOH Administrative Rules, Title 11,
Chapter 46 “Community Noise Control” regulations.
In the long-term, noise in the project vicinity is anticipated to remain similar to existing
conditions. Noise generated by future use of the site would be similar in character and
intensity to the noise levels currently generated in the project vicinity and would consist
mainly of sounds from the operation, movement, and towing of vehicles.Therefore, the
project is not anticipated to result in significant impacts in the long-term.
3.9. Visual Resources
Line-of-sight views of the project site are generally obstructed from surrounding areas given the
relatively flat terrain and the dense, vegetation that acts as a visual barrier. View planes of the
project site from the industrial-type uses in proximity will generally be obstructed by the
surrounding vegetation. Land uses surrounding the project site are generally industrial which
can be considered less sensitive in terms of visual impacts. Regardless, the views towards the
project site from these areas are also obstructed by trees.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts on visual resources are anticipated with
implementation of the proposed action. The new building will be a one-story structure
with roof height of about 25 to 30 feet above the surrounding grade. View planes of the
project site and new building from the surrounding area will be generally obstructed by
dense, vegetation that provides a visual barrier for the area. Construction of the
proposed action would not significantly alter the topography in such a way that would
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
Final Environmental Assessment
3-19

diminish the aesthetic character of the area. No mitigation measures are proposed or
anticipated to be required.
3.10. Traffic
In response to an early consultation request, the State DOT by letter dated May 4, 2021 (STP
8.3164) replied with a recommendation that the Draft EA include a Traffic Assessment (TA)
which includes the following:
a. Jurisdiction of roadways in the vicinity.
b. Location of existing and proposed site access driveways.
c. Observations regarding existing traffic conditions in the vicinity of the site, including
bicycle and pedestrian routes and location of transit stops.
d. Project description, including pipeline and other infrastructure that may be removed or
constructed within any HDOT right-of-way, operations and construction activities, hours
of operation, and estimated number of vehicle trips to/from the site during peak traffic
hours.
e. Assessment of the project's potential direct, secondary and cumulative impacts to any
State roadways.
f. If the qualitative TA suggests a potential for adverse impact to State highways, include a
traffic impact assessment report prepared by a licensed Professional Engineer.
Based on the above, in February 2022, a Traffic Assessment was conducted as described below.
The complete Traffic Assessment is included as Appendix A.
Vehicle Facilities
Access to the site is provided from Leilani Street and Hoʻolaulima Road, both County of Hawai’i
roadways, and then through an existing driveway located on the adjacent East Hawai'i Regional
Sort Station facility. Hoʻolaulima Road also provides access for other solid waste management
facilities in the vicinity including the Hilo Transfer Station, the East Hawaiʻi Organics Facility, the
East Hawaiʻi Regional Sort Station, and the former South Hilo Sanitary Landfill. Hoʻolaulima
Road also provides access to quarries and borrow pits, the Mass Transit Agency Baseyard, the
County of Hawaiʻi Skeet Range, and the Panaʻewa Drag Strip.
The traffic volumes used for the purpose of analysis are based on 24-hour traffic da1ta
obtained from the State of Hawai'i Department of Transportation Highways Division from Year
2019 in the vicinity of the project. These counts were supplemented by other available traffic
data collected to support other developments in the area. It should be noted that more recent
traffic data could not be collected due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Note, the COVID-19
pandemic has resulted in significantly decreased or fluctuating traffic volumes and shifted travel
patterns.
In the vicinity of the project site, Kanoelehua Avenue is a predominantly 6-lane, two-way
divided State of Hawai'i (State Route 11) roadway that serves as one of the primary access
roads through this area of Hilo and provides connections to other regional roadways to the
south. The AM peak hour along Kanoelehua Avenue occurs between 7:15 AM and 8:15 AM with
the roadway carrying a total of 2,350 vehicles, 864 vehicles northbound and 1,486 vehicles
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southbound. The PM peak hour occurs between 3:30 PM and 4:30 PM with a total of 2,871
vehicles along that roadway, 1,327 traveling northbound and 1,544 traveling southbound.
Primary access to the proposed project site is provided via Hoʻolaulima Road off Leilani Street.
Leilani Street is a two-lane, two-way County of Hawaii roadway that provide access to the uses
along its alignment. Although the available traffic data along Leilani Street was collected in
2015, an assessment of traffic volumes along other major roadways in the vicinity indicates that
volumes in the vicinity have remained similar or decreased since 2015. As such, since there has
not been significant development along Leilani Street in recent years, the available 2015 traffic
data was assumed to be representative of baseline 2021 conditions for the purpose of this
report. The AM peak period along Leilani Street generally occurs between 7:25 AM and 8:25
AM with a total of 685 vehicles along that roadway, 317 vehicles traveling westbound and 368
vehicles traveling eastbound. The PM peak hour generally occurs between 3:40 PM and 4:40
PM with a total of 732 vehicles traveling along Leilani Street, 312 vehicles westbound and 420
vehicles eastbound.
Pedestrian Facilities
There are limited improved pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of the project site. Near the
intersection of Kanoelehua Avenue and Leilani Street, Kanoelehua Avenue has improved, but
narrow sidewalks along the west side of the roadway supplemented by curb ramps, crosswalks,
pedestrian crossing phases at this signalized intersection. However, both sides of Leilani Street
and Hoʻolaulima Road which provide access to the project site are currently unimproved.
Bike Facilities
Existing bike facilities are limited in the vicinity of the project site with bike lanes only provided
along Kanoelehua Avenue between Kamehameha Avenue and E. Palai Street. There are
additional bike facilities in the vicinity expected to be developed in the future, but the timing
and scope of those facilities are not known.
Transit Facilities
Transit service in vicinity of the project site is provided by “Hele-On” operated by the County of
Hawai‘i. No transit service provided along Hoʻolaulima Road or Leilani Street. The project
vicinity is primarily served by Route 40 which connects Hilo to Pahoa via Keaau along
Kanoelehua Avenue. The closest bus stop to the project site is located at Prince Kuhio Plaza.
The bus stop at Prince Kuhio Plaza provides connections to other routes serving Hilo including
Routes 10, 11, 101, and 103.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
The trip generation methodology used for the purpose of this assessment is based upon
generally accepted techniques developed by the Institute of Transportation Engineers
(ITE) and published in “Trip Generation, 11th Edition,” 2021. The existing AV facility
currently operates between the hours of 7:45 AM and 4:30 PM Monday through Friday.
During these hours, there is public access to the AV lot to reclaim impounded vehicles.
Public access is by appointment only. Towing companies are allowed 24-hour access to
the site. These operating hours are not expected to change with the proposed action
and the capacity of the AV lot is expected to be similar to existing conditions.
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Additional trips to the improved facility are primarily expected to be associated with
anticipated increase in employees on-site. The AV lot currently has 3 employees that
work on-site with this number anticipated to be expanded to a maximum of 6 employees
in the future. Each of these additional employees was conservatively assumed to arrive
during the morning peak period and depart during the afternoon peak period. The
additional trip generation characteristics of the proposed project were applied to the
peak hours of traffic.
The additional 3 future employee trips generated during each peak hour are expected to
increase traffic volumes along Leilani Street and Kanoelehua Avenue by 0.5% or less
during both peak periods. These increases are within the daily fluctuation of traffic
along those roadways and represent a minimal increase along those roadways. As such,
traffic operations along the surrounding roadway network are expected to remain similar
to conditions without the future employees.
The proposed action entails improvements to the existing AV lot to construct a new
building to provide space for vehicle storage and administrative functions.
In
conjunction with the project, utility improvements are anticipated on-site and within the
County of Hawaii right-of-way along the roadways in the immediate vicinity of the
project site.
No improvements or work are expected within the State of Hawai'i right-of-way.
Since the anticipated capacity and operations of the improved facility are expected to
remain similar to existing conditions, the additional trips generated to the site would be
associated with the expected the 3 additional future employees. As such, traffic
operations in the vicinity are expected to remain similar to existing conditions.
Given the lack of pedestrian, bike and transit facilities near the project site, the AV lo
improvements will not impact these facilities.
3.11. Socio-Economic Characteristics
In December 2020, the State of Hawaiʻi Department of Business, Economic Development and
Tourism released 2019 population estimates for the state and counties. In addition, the U.S.
Census Bureau provides the American Community Survey (ACS), which updates selected
demographic, social, and economic information for various years. The ACS data includes total
population, age, racial composition, and economic information, including employment and
household income by Census Designated Place for locations in Hawaiʻi County. The most recent
version of the ACS is the 2019 5-Year Estimates released in December 2020.
The 2010 census showed the Hawai'i County total population 185,079 persons and the 2019
estimates shows a total population of 199,459 persons, which represents an increase of about
7.7 percent, or an annual increase of 0.83 percent. As a comparison, the total state population
in 2010 was 1,360,301 persons and the 2019 estimate was 1,422,094 persons, an increase of
4.5 percent, or an annual increase of 0.49 percent.
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The project site is located in Hilo, largest population center on the island. The 2010 population
for Hilo was 43,263 persons and the 2019 ACS estimate was 45,056 persons, an increase of 4.1
percent, or an annual increase of 0.45 percent. Thus, although Hilo remained as the largest
population center, it grew at a much slower rate than the county.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
In the short-term, construction of the proposed action will require a contractor and
subcontractors. For the most part, the contractors and subcontractors try to use
workers already located on Hawaiʻi thereby avoiding the need to import workers from
outside the local area and affecting the population of the local area and the related
demand for housing.
The employment by the contractor and subcontractors will generate wages and salaries
paid to the contractor and subcontractor work forces. The wages and salaries paid to
the work force will in turn generate purchases of goods and services in the local area
which will result in taxes paid to the County and State of Hawaiʻi. In addition, the
contractor and their subcontractors may need to rent or purchase equipment, supplies,
and materials, some of which will be purchased from local area suppliers and vendors.
Direct purchases of equipment, supplies, and materials by the contractor will also
generate taxes County and the State. Overall, the proposed action will result in positive
employment benefits which will result in higher levels of income and overall economic
benefits to the local economy.
In the long term, the AV lot improvements are expected to require only 3 additional
personnel for the various AV function. This level of additional personnel will negligibly
increase resident population. Thus, the AV lot improvements are not expected to affect
the socio-economic characteristics of the Hilo area or the County.
3.12. Public Services and Facilities
3.12.1. Police, Fire, and Medical Services
Police: Police protection is provided by the Hawaiʻi Police Department. The project site is part
of the South Hilo, Patrol District 1 that covers the area between Halakau in the north, to the
mid-point of Kanoelehua Avenue between Hilo and Keaʻau in the south, to Saddle Road in the
west. The area is served by the main police station located on Kapiʻolani Street near downtown
Hilo, approximately 3 miles from the project area.
Fire: Fire prevention and protection is provided by the Hawaiʻi Fire Department.
Department personnel also include paramedics who respond to medical as well as
emergencies. The Hawaiʻi County Fire Department Kawailani Fire Station provides
protection and suppression services in Waiākea. Backup support is provided by the Central
Station located 3.5 miles away in Hilo, the Kaumana Fire Station located 4.5 miles away,
the Waiākea Fire Station located 2.5 miles away in Keaukaha. A new fire station, Haihai, is
than three miles from the project site.
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Medical: Hilo Medical Center located approximately 5 miles northwest of the project site on
Waiānuenue Avenue is the primary health care facility serving the South Hilo District.
Several medical and healthcare facilities are located along Waiānuenue Avenue in proximity to
the project site including Kaiser Permanente, Saint Francis Dialysis Center, Hale Anuenue
Restorative Care Center, Hawaiʻi Pacific Oncology Center (owned by Hilo Medical Center), and
The Arc of Hilo and Hospice of Hilo.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Police: The proposed action would not result in an increase in demand for police
protection services. No direct, secondary or cumulative impacts to police protection are
anticipated or expected, and no mitigation measures are necessary or recommended.
Further, on April 23, 2021, in response to the Early Consultation request, the Police
Department responded they do not see any significant impacts to traffic and/or public
safety concerns from the proposed project.
Fire: The proposed action would not result in an increase in demand for fire protection
services. The proposed improvements will comply with all applicable County design
standards to meet health and fire safety requirements, including the provision of fire
apparatus access roads that meet county requirements and an accessible and reliable
water source. No direct, secondary or cumulative impacts on fire protection are
anticipated or expected, and no mitigation measures are necessary or recommended.
On April 19, 2021, in response to an early consultation request, the Hawai'i Fire
Department stated no objections to the proposed project.
Medical: The proposed action would not result in an increase in demand for health and
emergency services. No direct, secondary or cumulative impacts on emergency services
are anticipated or expected, and no mitigation measures are necessary or
recommended.
3.12.2. Educational Facilities
The project area is located in the State Department of Education’s Hilo-Laupahoehoe-Waiākea
Complex Area within the Hawaiʻi District. The closest State Department of Education (DOE)
public schools are: Keaukaha Elementary School, Waiākeawaena Elementary School, Waiākea
Elementary School, Waiākea Intermediate School, and Waiākea High School.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts on educational facilities are anticipated with
implementation of the proposed action. The proposed action would not generate new
residents or introduce new school-aged children to the area. Therefore, no additional
demands would be placed on DOE facilities. The closest public school is Waiākeawaena
Elementary School located nearly two miles away. While construction activities may
generate some noise and fugitive dust, these impacts would be temporary and are
anticipated to be easily dissipated by the distance between the construction site and the
school as well as predominant trade wind conditions in the area. In the long-term,
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operation of the proposed action is expected to be similar to existing conditions and
would not result in any adverse impacts to nearby educational facilities. No additional
mitigation measures are proposed or anticipated to be required.
3.12.3. Recreational Facilities
A Trap & Skeet Range located just under a mile southeast of the existing AV lot is the closest
recreational facility to the project site. The facility includes four (4) trap ranges, one (1) skeet
range, two (2) covered rest areas, and a public restroom. Farther south is the Panaʻewa Drag
Strip, also known as the Hilo Drag Strip, which includes a sanctioned quarter mile drag strip, an
oval dirt track, motocross track, go-cart track, and a mud bog. Both facilities are maintained
and operated by the County of Hawaiʻi Department of Parks and Recreation.
Other nearby parks and open spaces include Pana‘ewa Park, Lokahi Park, and the Hoʻolulu Park
Complex, which contains the Afook-Chinen Civic Auditorium, Francis Wong Stadium, and Walter
Victor CK Baseball Complex.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
No direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts on recreational facilities are anticipated with
implementation of the proposed action. Access to nearby recreational facilities would be
maintained during construction and after completion of the project. Additionally, the
proposed action is not a direct generator of new residents requiring recreational
facilities. No mitigation measures are proposed or anticipated to be required.
3.13. Infrastructure and Utilities
3.13.1. Water System
Existing potable water resources for the Hilo area come from seven (7) deep well sources which
are treated and tested for water quality.
The County of Hawai‘i Department of Water Supply (DWS) has water service to the East Hawai‘i
Regional Sort Station (EHRSS) located near the entrance, fronting TMK 2-1-013:150. There is
an existing 12-inch waterline along Ho‘olaulima Road. The project area is located on a portion
of TMK: 2-1-013:067. Typically, the DWS allows one water service connection to each parcel
although the proposed action will need to connect to water service using the same water
service as the EHRSS.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
The proposed action will require a new connection to the existing potable water system
on Hoʻolaulima Road to provide water to the new building. Although the location/route
of this connection will be determined in the design phase, trenching is anticipated to be
required for placement of the water line. The line will be designed to meet County
standards. Typically, the trench would be at least 6 feet deep and 3 feet wide to
provide adequate base and cover. BMPs will be required to protect adjacent areas from
surface runoff during rain events. Once the line is complete, the trench would be
covered and restored to existing conditions.
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Estimated maximum daily water usage calculations will be prepared in the final design
phase of the project and will be submitted to DWS to determine adequacy of the
existing water system to support the additional water demand along with any additional
improvements or fees that may be required. It is assumed that any improvements to
connect to the water system will occur in previously disturbed areas.
It is anticipated that a reduced principle type backflow prevention assembly would need
to be installed to prevent cross contamination of the DWS system. DWS must inspect
and approve the installation prior to commencement of water service.
3.13.2. Wastewater System
The Hilo Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) is located approximately 2.8 miles north of the
project site on State-owned land that also surrounds the airport. The plant design capacity is 5
million gallons per day average daily flow. At present, the Hilo WWTP is operating well below
its 100 percent design capacity. There is currently no wastewater system infrastructure
servicing the project site.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Wastewater generated by the new building would be collected and treated for disposal
by an individual wastewater system (IWS) that would consist of a septic tank and soil
absorption system. The septic tank system would be located at a low point of the site
and would be constructed per septic tank and soil absorption bed standards for the
treatment of wastewater effluent from domestic uses. The AV facility IWS design will be
determined during design phase which will meet DOH requirements for wastewater
systems under Chapter 11-62, HAR. No wastewater from the AV facility will be
conveyed to the Hilo WWTP. Consequently, the proposed action is not expected to
impact wastewater system infrastructure in the region.
3.13.3. Drainage System
There is no defined drainage system in the project area. Runoff from rainfall currently sheet
flows and percolates within the upper layers of the site. Some ponding may occur at natural
low points in the topography during and immediately after heavy rainstorm events. However,
this water quickly infiltrates into the ground once heavy rains have subsided.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Construction of the proposed action would involve land disturbing activities that would
alter the existing topography and would increase the amount of impervious surfaces at
the project site. All development generated runoff would be retained on-site as
determined through a drainage study conducted during the design phase. The final
drainage system design would be coordinated with DPW prior to construction.
3.13.4. Solid Waste
The South Hilo Sanitary Landfill (SHSL), situated approximately 200 feet from the project site,
was permanent closed in 2020. As a result, trash is collected at County transfer stations and
brought to the East Hawaiʻi Regional Sort Station (EHRSS) near the project site, from where it is
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transported to the West Hawai‘i Sanitary Landfill (WHSL)in Pu‘uanahulu for final disposal.
WHSL is estimated to reach its capacity within 50 to 60 years at its current rate of use
(Brestovansky, 2020).
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
The new building is not anticipated to generate a significant amount of solid waste.
Material requiring disposal is generally related to operation of an office to perform
various administrative functions of the AV lot. The AV lot staff will periodically take the
material of the transfer station for disposal.
As previously discussed, vehicles for disposal will be hauled by a contractor to an
approved scrap yard for disposal according to the County contract.
The new building is not anticipated to impact the operations of the County’s transfer
station or sort station located in the vicinity. The proposed action supports both the
State and County mandates to manage abandoned vehicles that would otherwise pose
traffic, safety and environmental hazards as well as present a risk to public health.
3.13.5. Electrical and Communication Systems
Hawai‘i Electric Light Company (HELCO) provides electric power on Hawai‘i Island. With a mix
of geothermal, solar, wind and hydroelectricity, HELCO had a renewable percentage of 57
percent in 2017 (Hawaiian Electric, n.d.). Electricity near the project site is provided by a 12 kV
line that was recently installed within Ho‘olaulima Road in conjunction with the construction of
the County’s Mass Transit Authority Baseyard located to the south. A fiber optic cable was also
installed for that project and provides telecommunication service.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
The proposed action would require connection to existing electrical and communication
service distribution systems located nearby. At this time, this connection for power has
not been determined. The electrical service may be connection to an existing utility
bank serving the adjacent EHRSS facility or by connection to the existing 12kV line
located along Ho‘olaulima Road. In either case, the connection will be via overhead
lines which may require two to four poles be placed along the line.
In addition, the project could involve installation of lights to enhance security of the AV
lot. The lights will be placed on poles to provide enhanced security of the AV lot. The
number, location and type of lights will be determined during the design phase.
Operation of the new building and security lights are not anticipated to be require a
significant load on the HELCO electrical system. Thus, project is not anticipated to
significantly increase demand on existing electrical and communication systems.
Nonetheless, the design of the proposed action would investigate the feasibility of
incorporating a photovoltaic (PV) solar system to support electricity demands generated
by the proposed action thereby minimizing the potential impact on nearby electrical
systems.
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CHAPTER 4: RELATIONSHIP TO PLANS,
POLICIES, AND CONTROLS
4.

RELATIONSHIP TO PLANS, POLICIES, AND CONTROLS

This section discusses the State and County of Hawaiʻi land use plans, policies, and controls
relating to the proposed action.
4.1. State of Hawaiʻi Land Use Plans and Policies
4.1.1. Hawaiʻi State Plan
The Hawai‘i State Plan, Chapter 226, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS), as amended, provides
goals, objectives, policies, and priorities for the State. The purpose of the Hawaiʻi State Plan is
to set forth a plan that shall serve as a guide for the future long-range development of the
State; identify the goals, objectives, policies, and priorities for the State; provide a basis for
determining priorities and allocating limited resources, such as public funds, services, human
resources, land, energy, water, and other resources; improve coordination of federal, state, and
county plans, policies, programs, projects, and regulatory activities; and to establish a system
for plan formulation and program coordination to provide for an integration of all major state,
and county activities. Consistency of the AV lot improvements with applicable goals, objectives
and policies of the State Plan is discussed below.

§226-4 State goals. In order to ensure, for present and future generations, those
elements of choice and mobility that ensure that individuals and groups may approach
their desired levels of self-reliance and self-determination, it shall be the goal of the
State to achieve:
(2) A desired physical environment, characterized by beauty, cleanliness, quiet, stable
natural systems, and uniqueness, that enhances the mental and physical well-being
of the people.
Discussion:
The project area was formerly used as a quarry/rock mining operations facility. A portion of the
8-acre project site has been cleared and developed into the existing AV facility where AVs are
stored prior to being reclaimed by their owner, sold at a County-held auction, or recycled and
disposed of at a permitted vehicle disposal facility. The perimeter areas of the project site
remain undeveloped and are partially vegetated with trees and overgrown ruderal species,
which are typically non-native.
The AV lot is needed to hold abandoned vehicles removed from public roadways. Abandoned
vehicles are a public nuisance and an eyesore, also pose traffic, safety and environmental
hazards and present a risk to public health.
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§226-6 Objectives and policies for the economy--in general.
(a) Planning for the State's economy in general shall be directed toward achievement of the
following objectives:
(1) Increased and diversified employment opportunities to achieve full employment,
increased income and job choice, and improved living standards for Hawaiʻi’s
people.
(2) A steady growing and diversified economic base that is not overly dependent on a
few industries, and includes the development and expansion of industries on the
neighbor islands.
Discussion:
The proposed action would contribute to the local economy on Hawaiʻi Island both directly and
indirectly during the construction period. Construction contractor will create expenditures, a
portion of which would be used towards the purchase of material from local suppliers. The
employment of local labor would result wages to the work force which would use the income at
local retail businesses. Additionally, implementing the proposed action would provide needed
work experience that would help to build the local skilled labor workforce.

§226-11 Objectives and policies for the physical environm ent--land-based,
shoreline, and m arine resources.
(a) The land-based, shoreline, and marine resources objectives are:
(1) Prudent use of Hawai‘i's land-based, shoreline, and marine resources.
(2) Effective protection of Hawai‘i's unique and fragile environmental resources.
To achieve the land-based, shoreline, and marine resources objectives, it shall be the policy
of this State to:
(6) Encourage the protection of rare or endangered plant and animal species and habitats
native to Hawai‘i.
Discussion:
The project area has been previously disturbed due to past rock quarry activities. The existing
AV facility consists of approximately 1.5-acre of asphalt concrete (AC) paved surface
surrounded by an 8-ft security fence. The remainder of the project site remains undeveloped
and is partially vegetated with trees and overgrown ruderal species, which are typically nonnative. All native plants found on the site are relatively common. No significant adverse
impacts on threatened or endangered species or their habitat are anticipated as a result of the
proposed action.
The project site is located about 1.5 miles from the coast. There are no surface or coastal
water bodies such as a stream, river, pond or ocean located nearby. No impacts to these
resources are anticipated.
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§226-13 Objectives and policies for the physical environment--land, air, and water quality.
(a) Planning for the State’s physical environment with regard to land, air, and water quality
shall be directed towards achievement of the following objectives:
(1) Maintenance and pursuit of improved quality in Hawai‘i’s land, air, and water
resources.
(2) Greater public awareness and appreciation of Hawai‘i’s environmental resources.
To achieve the land, air, and water quality objectives, it shall be the policy of this State to:
(4) Encourage actions to maintain or improve aural and air quality levels to enhance the
health and well-being of Hawai‘i's people.
(7) Encourage urban developments in close proximity to existing services and facilities.
Discussion:
Construction of the proposed action would involve land disturbing activities, which may result in
short-term soil erosion impacts and generate temporary increases in fugitive dust.
Construction activities that occur near existing residences, businesses, public areas, and major
thoroughfares exacerbate potential dust concerns. Construction activities must comply with the
provisions of Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules, §11-60.1-33 on Fugitive Dust. Therefore, a dust
control management plan will be developed which identifies and mitigates all activities that may
generate airborne, visible fugitive dust. Measures to control airborne, visible fugitive dust from
the road areas and during the various phases of construction will be incorporated into the
project plans and specifications. Respective contractors would be responsible for adhering to
air quality standards and minimizing air quality impacts during the various phases of
construction. An air pollution control permit may be required to operate certain construction
equipment, such as crushers or generator sets, which may be used during construction. If
required, the contractor will be responsible for obtaining an air pollution control permit from the
Clean Air Branch and complying with all applicable conditions and requirements. Air monitoring
would also be required during construction. With the appropriate controls in place, no
significant impacts on air quality are anticipated as a result of the proposed action.
Any potential impacts on air quality would be mitigated by complying with the State DOH
Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chapter 60 “Air Pollution Control”. In the long-term, GHG
emissions in the project area are not expected to increase as future land use plans proposed by
DEM are expected to involve consolidation of existing solid waste management program
components from the surrounding area.
Soil erosion impacts would be mitigated by incorporating best management practices (BMP) and
erosion control measures into the project plans and specifications. Specific measures may
include, but are not limited to: phasing the project to minimize the total area of exposed soil at
any given time, revegetating or stabilizing disturbed areas of soil as soon as possible after
working, minimizing disturbance of soil during periods of heavy rain, applying protective covers
to soil and material stockpiles, and installing appropriate erosion and sedimentation control
devices during construction. In addition, the proposed action will comply with the requirements
of Hawaiʻi County Code, Chapter 10, related to Erosion and Sedimentation Control. Following
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construction, exposed soils in the project area would be stabilized or re-vegetated to control
erosion.
Soil erosion impacts would also be mitigated through coordination with the appropriate agencies
during permitting and construction. A NPDES permit for storm water runoff from construction
activities is anticipated to be required as individual and/or cumulative soil disturbances in the
project area may exceed one acre of land area. Any discharges related to project construction
or operation activities will comply with applicable State Water Quality Standards as specified in
HAR Chapter 11-54 Water Quality Standards and HAR Chapter 11-55 Water Pollution Control,
Department of Health.
In the long-term, the AV lot activities will continue occur an area that has been previously
disturbed. The proposed use will continue to be in close proximity to existing services and
facilities.

§226-14 Objective and policies for facility systems--in general.
(a) Planning for the State’s facility systems in general shall be directed towards achievement
of the objective of water, transportation, waste disposal, and energy and
telecommunication systems that support statewide social, economic, and physical
objectives.
To achieve the general facility systems objective, it shall be the policy of this State to:
(1) Accommodate the needs of Hawai‘i's people through coordination of facility systems and
capital improvement priorities in consonance with state and county plans.
(2) Encourage flexibility in the design and development of facility systems to promote
prudent use of resources and accommodate changing public demands and priorities.
(3) Ensure that required facility systems can be supported within resource capacities and at
reasonable cost to the user.
(4) Pursue alternative methods of financing programs and projects and cost-saving
techniques in the planning, construction, and maintenance of facility systems.
Discussion:
The area surrounding the AV lot project site was previously a quarry/rock mining site. The AV
lot improvements would occur within the area previously disturbed by the former activities.
Additional land will not be disturbed to accommodate the improvements. The utilities needed
to support the AV lot improvements are located nearby and have sufficient capacity for the
anticipated demand.

§226-15 Objectives and policies for facility systems--solid and liquid wastes.
(b) Planning for the State’s facility systems with regard to solid and liquid wastes shall be
directed towards the achievement of the following objectives:
(1) Maintenance of basic public health and sanitation standards relating to treatment
and disposal of solid and liquid wastes.
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(2) Provision of adequate sewerage facilities of physical and economic activities that
alleviate problems in housing, employment, mobility, and other areas.
To achieve solid and liquid waste objectives, it shall be the policy of this State to:
(2) Promote re-use and recycling to reduce solid and liquid wastes and employ a
conservation ethic.
Discussion:
The AV lot functions to hold vehicles which have been determined to be abandoned on public
roadways. Once the vehicles have been towed to the AV lot, an attempt is made to notify the
owners so they can be reclaimed. If the owner does not reclaim the vehicle, it is taken to a
County contracted facility for disposal, which also involves recycle of the various parts for other
uses.

§226-20 Objectives and policies for socio-cultural advancement--health.
(a) Planning for the State's socio-cultural advancement with regard to health shall be
directed towards achievement of the following objectives:
(1) Fulfillment of basic individual health needs of the general public.
(2) Maintenance of sanitary and environmentally healthful conditions in Hawai‘i's
communities.
(3) Elimination of health disparities by identifying and addressing social determinants of
health.
To achieve the health objectives, it shall be the policy of this State to:
(5) Provide programs, services, and activities that ensure environmentally healthful and
sanitary conditions.
Discussion:
Also, as previously discussed, abandoned vehicles are a public nuisance and an eyesore and
pose traffic, safety and environmental hazards and present a risk to public health. Thus, the AV
lot and its functions furthers the goal of maintaining sanitary conditions and a healthful
environment for the community.

§226-27 Objectives and policies for socio-cultural advancement--government.
(a) Planning the State's socio-cultural advancement with regard to government shall be
directed towards the achievement of the following objectives:
(1) Efficient, effective, and responsive government services at all levels in the State.
(2) Fiscal integrity, responsibility and efficiency in the state government and county
governments.
To achieve the government objectives, it shall be the policy of this State to:
(5) Assure that government attitudes, actions, and services are sensitive to community
needs and concerns.
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Discussion:
In January 2022, four bills were introduced in the State House of Representatives to address
the abandoned vehicle problem in all the counties. The purpose of the AV lot improvements
directly responds to the issue of abandoned vehicles in Hawai'i County. The AV lot
improvements are intended to improve the efficiency of the County’s abandoned vehicle
program in order to manage costs associated with the processing of abandoned vehicles. In
addition, the new 5,000 SF building will provide a secure facility to prevent theft and vandalism
of vehicles that are being held for auction. Without the new building, vehicles are subject to
removal of parts or other vandalism which reduces their value at auctions. Thus, the project
supports the fiscal integrity of the County government and would hence be sensitive to needs of
the community.
4.1.2. State Land Use Law, Chapter 205, Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes
The State Land Use Law, Chapter 205, HRS, is intended to preserve, protect and encourage the
development of lands in the State for uses which are best suited to the public health and
welfare of Hawaiʻi’s people. All lands in the State are classified into four land use districts by
the State Land Use Commission (LUC): Urban, Agricultural, Conservation, and Rural. The State
Land Use Commission (LUC) is responsible for preserving and protecting Hawaiʻi’s lands and
encouraging those uses to which lands are best suited.
Discussion:
The State Land Use District Boundary map for the island of Hawaiʻi designates the subject
property as part of the State Land Use Urban District. See Figure 4-1. The existing and
planned use is a permitted use for areas within the State Land Use Urban District.
4.1.3. Hawaiʻi Coastal Zone Management Program, Chapter 205A, Hawaiʻi Revised
Statutes
Hawai‘i’s Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program, established pursuant to Chapter 205A,
Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS), as amended, is administered by the State Office of Planning
(OP) and provides for the beneficial use, protection and development of the State’s coastal
zone. The objectives and policies of the Hawaiʻi CZM Program encompass broad concerns such
as impact on recreational resources, historic and archaeological resources, coastal scenic
resources and open space, coastal ecosystems, coastal hazards, and the management of
development. The Hawai‘i CZM area includes all lands within the State and the areas seaward
to the extent of the State’s management jurisdiction. Hence, the project area is located in the
CZM area. A discussion of the project’s consistency with the objectives and policies of the CZM
program is provided below.
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Recreational Resources
Objective: Provide coastal recreational opportunities accessible to the public.
Policies:
1) Improve coordination and funding of coastal recreational planning and management;
and
2) Provide adequate, accessible, and diverse recreational opportunities in the coastal
zone management area by:
a) Protecting coastal resources uniquely suited for recreational activities that cannot
be provided in other areas.
b) Requiring placement of coastal resources having significant recreational value
including, but not limited to surfing sites, fishponds, and sand beaches, when
such resources will be unavoidably damaged by development; or requiring
reasonable monetary compensation to the State for recreation when placement
is not feasible or desirable.
c) Providing and managing adequate public access, consistent with conservation of
natural resources, to and along shorelines with recreational value.
d) Providing an adequate supply of shoreline parks and other recreational facilities
suitable for public recreation.
e) Ensuring public recreational uses of county, state, and federally owned or
controlled shoreline lands and waters having recreational value consistent with
public safety standards and conservation of natural resources.
f) Adopting water quality standards and regulating point and non-point sources of
pollution to protect, and where feasible, restore the recreational value of coastal
waters.
g) Developing new shoreline and recreational opportunities, where appropriate,
such as artificial lagoons, artificial beaches, and artificial reefs for surfing and
fishing.
h) Encouraging reasonable dedication of shoreline areas with recreational value for
public use as part of discretionary approvals or permits by the land use
commission, board of land and natural resources, and county authorities; and
crediting such dedication against the requirements of Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes,
section 46-6.
Discussion:
The AV lot project site is located about 1.5 miles from Reed’s Bay, the nearest coastline.
Access to and provision of coastal recreational resources will not be affected by the proposed
action.

Historic Resources
Objective: Protect, preserve, and, where desirable, restore those natural and manmade
historic and prehistoric resources in the coastal zone management area that
are significant in Hawaiian and American history and culture.
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Policies:
1) Identify and analyze significant archaeological resources.
2) Maximize information retention through preservation of remains and artifacts or
salvage operations; and
3) Support state goals for protection, restoration, interpretation, and display of historic
resources.
Discussion:
The AV lot project site was previously used as a quarry/rock mining facility. Thus. the project
site was associated primarily with modern industrial activities. Due to the extent of ground
disturbance in the area, the inland location of the site from historic coastal communities, and
the regional soil characteristics, the project area is not likely to contain historic properties,
archaeological resources, or any resources of a potential traditional cultural nature.

Scenic and Open Space Resources
Objective: Protect, preserve, and where desirable, restore or improve the quality of
coastal scenic and open space resources.
Policies:
1) Identify valued scenic resources in the coastal zone management area.
2) Ensure that new developments are compatible with their visual environment by
designing and locating such developments to minimize the alteration of natural
landforms and existing public views to and along the shoreline.
3) Preserve, maintain, and, where desirable, improve and restore shoreline open space
and scenic resources.
4) Encourage those developments that are not coastal dependent to locate in inland
areas.
Discussion:
The AV lot project site is located about 1.5 miles from Reed’s Bay, the nearest coastline. Thus,
the proposed action would not adversely affect existing public views to and along the shoreline.
View planes of the AV lot project site from the surrounding areas are generally obstructed by
dense, tall vegetation that provides a visual barrier for the site. Construction of the proposed
action would not significantly alter the topography in such a way that would diminish the
aesthetic character of the area.

Coastal Ecosystems
Objective: Protect valuable coastal ecosystems, including reefs, from disruption and
minimize adverse impacts on all coastal ecosystems.
Policies:
1) Exercise an overall conservation ethic, and practice stewardship in the protection,
use, and development of marine and coastal resources.
2) Improve the technical basis for natural resource management.
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
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3) Preserve valuable coastal ecosystems, including reefs, of significant biological or
economic importance.
4) Minimize disruption or degradation of coastal water ecosystems by effective
regulation of stream diversions, channelization, and similar land water uses,
recognizing competing water needs.
5) Promote water quantity and quality planning and management practices that reflect
the tolerance of fresh water and marine ecosystems and maintain and enhance
water quality through the development and implementation of point and nonpoint
source water pollution control measures.
Discussion:
The AV lot project site is located about 1.5 miles from Reed’s Bay, the nearest coastline. No
surface or coastal water bodies occur in the vicinity. Therefore, the proposed action is not
anticipated to have any adverse impacts on coastal ecosystems.

Economic Uses
Objectives:

Provide public or private facilities and improvements important to the
State’s economy in suitable locations.

Policies:
1) Concentrate coastal development in appropriate areas.
2) Ensure that coastal dependent development such as harbors and ports, and coastal
related development such as visitor industry facilities and energy generating
facilities, are located, designed, and constructed to minimize adverse social, visual,
and environmental impacts in the coastal zone management area.
3) Direct the location and expansion of coastal dependent developments to areas
presently designated and used for such development and permit reasonable longterm growth at such areas, and permit coastal dependent development outside of
presently designated areas when:
a) Use of presently designated locations is not feasible;
b) Adverse environmental effects are minimized; and
c) The development is important to the State’s economy.
Discussion:
The proposed action is not a coastal dependent activity and is located approximately 1.5 miles
from the nearest coastal area.

Coastal Hazards
Objective:

Reduce hazard to life and property from tsunami, storm waves, stream
flooding, erosion, subsidence, and pollution.
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Policies:
1) Develop and communicate adequate information about storm wave, tsunami, flood,
erosion, subsidence, and point and nonpoint source pollution hazards.
2) Control development in areas subject to storm wave, tsunami, flood, erosion,
hurricane, wind, subsidence, and point and nonpoint source pollution hazards.
3) Ensure that developments comply with requirements of the Federal Flood Insurance
Program.
4) Prevent coastal flooding from inland projects.
Discussion:
The AV lot project site is located 1.5 miles from the coast and in an area designated as Zone X
on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). Zone X is an area determined to be outside the 500-year floodplain. Further, the
project site outside of the tsunami evacuation zone. A drainage study would be performed to
assess any potential changes in drainage patterns that may occur as a result of the proposed
action. Development generated runoff would be retained on-site as determined through a
separate drainage study. The final drainage system design would be coordinated with the
County of Hawaiʻi Department of Public Works (DPW) prior to construction.

Managing Development
Objectives:

Improve the development review process, communication, and public
participation in the management of coastal resources and hazards.

Policies:
1) Use, implement, and enforce existing law effectively to the maximum extent possible
in managing present and future coastal zone development.
2) Facilitate timely processing of applications for development permits and resolve
overlapping or conflicting permit requirements.
3) Communicate the potential short and long-term impacts of proposed significant
coastal developments early in their life cycle and in terms understandable to the
public to facilitate public participation in the planning and review process.
Discussion:
This EA is being prepared under the procedural provisions of Chapter 343, HRS and Title 11,
Chapter 200.1, HAR which includes opportunities for agency consultation and coordination as
well as for public notification and participation. Accordingly, the preparation of this EA, and
disclosure of anticipated impacts of the proposed action complies with the policy on managing
development.
This EA will inform interested parties of the proposed action and seek relevant public comment
on subjects of concern for EA documentation. The filing and publication of a Draft EA with the
OEQC is followed by a 30-day public comment period. All relevant public comments received
during the 30-day public comment period receives a written response for inclusion and use in
the preparation of the Final EA.
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Public Participation
Objective:

Stimulate public awareness, education, and participation in coastal
management.

Policies:
1) Promote public involvement in coastal zone management processes.
2) Disseminate information on coastal management issues by means of educational
materials, published reports, staff contact, and public workshops for persons and
organizations concerned with coastal issues, developments, and government
activities.
3) Organize workshops, policy dialogues, and site-specific mediations to respond to
coastal issues and conflicts.
Discussion:
Public involvement consisted of public notice of the proposed project during the State
environmental review process through publication in the Environmental Notice, and through
direct coordination with agencies, organizations, and individuals. See Section 7.1 for a list of
the agencies, organizations and individuals that have been consulted for the proposed project.
The publication of a Draft EA will be followed by a 30-day public comment period and those
comments and responses will be included in a Final EA. If deemed necessary by DEM, a public
informational meeting could be held during the 30-day public comment period to address
community concerns and provide more information about the project.

Beach Protection
Objective: Protect beaches for public use and recreation.
Policies:
1) Locate new structures inland from the shoreline setback to conserve open space,
minimize interference with natural shoreline processes, and minimize loss of
improvements due to erosion.
2) Prohibit construction of private erosion-protection structures seaward of the
shoreline, except when they result in improved aesthetic and engineering solutions
to erosion at the sites and do not interfere with existing recreational and waterline
activities.
3) Minimize the construction of public erosion-protection structures seaward of the
shoreline.
4) Prohibit private property owners from creating a public nuisance by inducing or
cultivating the private property owner’s vegetation in a beach transit corridor.
5) Prohibit private property owners from creating a public nuisance by allowing the
private property owner’s unmaintained vegetation to interfere or encroach upon a
beach transit corridor.
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Discussion:
The AV lot project site is located 1.5 miles from the coast. No structures are proposed within
the shoreline and public beaches both of which will not be affected by the proposed action.

Marine Resources
Objective: Promote the protection, use, and development of marine and coastal
resources to assure their sustainability.
Policies:
1) Ensure that the use and development of marine and coastal resources are
ecologically and environmentally sound and economically beneficial.
2) Coordinate the management of marine and coastal resources and activities to
improve effectiveness and efficiency.
3) Assert and articulate the interests of the State as a partner with federal agencies in
the sound management of ocean resources within the United States exclusive
economic zone.
4) Promote research, study, and understanding of ocean processes, marine life, and
other ocean resources to acquire and inventory information necessary to understand
how ocean development activities relate to and impact upon ocean and coastal
resources.
5) Encourage research and development of new, innovative technologies for exploring,
using, or protecting marine and coastal resources.
Discussion:
The AV lot project site is located 1.5 miles from the coast.
resources would be affected by the AV lot improvement project.

Thus, no marine or coastal

4.2. County of Hawaiʻi Land Use Plans and Policies
4.2.1. County of Hawaiʻi General Plan
In August 2019, the Planning Department issued the first draft General Plan 2040. The purpose
of the draft was to solicit feedback from the public, organizations, and agencies. The gathered
information will be complied to form the basis for revisions to the draft General Plan prior or
submission to the Planning Commission and the County Council. To date, since that process
has not been completed, the existing General Plan adopted by the Hawaiʻi County Council in
February 2005 (amended in December 2006) remains in effect and serves as the overall
planning document outlining the long-range comprehensive development of Hawaiʻi Island.
Since review of the General Plan 2040 has not been completed, the 2005 General Plan will be
used for analysis.
The 2005 General Plan contains goals, policies and standards to guide the development of the
County in 13 areas: economic, energy, environmental quality, flood control and drainage,
historic sites, natural beauty, natural resources and shoreline, housing, public facilities, public
utilities, recreation, transportation, and land use. Currently, the County of Hawai‘i is updating
its General Plan, which is under review by the public, various agencies, and organizations. A
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discussion of consistency with the goals, policies, and standards of the currently adopted
General Plan is provided below.

Economic Goals
(c) Strive for diversity and stability in the economic system.
(d) Provide an economic environment that allows new, expanded, or improved economic
opportunities that are compatible with the County’s cultural, natural and social
environment.
Economic Policies
(g) Capital improvements programs shall improve the quality of existing commercial and
industrial areas.
Discussion:
The proposed action is consistent with the associated permits and approvals. The AV lot
improvements would allow the County to continue the AV program which removes abandoned
vehicles from public roadways. Abandoned vehicles are a public nuisance and an eyesore,
abandoned vehicles can pose traffic, safety and environmental hazards and present a risk to
public health.
The proposed action would contribute to the local economy on Hawaiʻi Island both directly and
indirectly through construction related expenditures, a portion of which would be used towards
the purchase of material from local suppliers, employment of local labor, and patronage at local
retail businesses as income earned through project construction is spent. Additionally,
implementing the proposed action would provide needed work experience that would help to
build the local skilled labor workforce.

Environmental Quality Goals
(a) Define the most desirable use of land within the County that achieves an ecological
balance providing residents and visitors the quality of life and an environment in which
the natural resources of the island are viable and sustainable.
(b) Maintain and, if feasible, improve the existing environmental quality of the island.
(c) Control pollution.
Environmental Quality Policies
(a) Take positive action to further maintain the quality of the environment.
(c) Advise the public of environmental conditions and research undertaken on the island’s
environment.
(d) Encourage the concept of recycling agricultural, industrial, and municipal waste material.
Discussion:
The proposed action serves to maintain environmental quality through the removal of
abandoned vehicles from public roadways. No significant adverse impacts to the environment
are anticipated as a result of the proposed action and would be minimized through
implementation of appropriate mitigation measures and compliance with applicable local, state,
and federal rules and regulations.
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Flooding and Other Natural Hazards Goals
(a) Protect human life.
(b) Prevent damage to man-made improvements.
(c) Control pollution.
(d) Prevent damage from inundation.
(e) Reduce surface water and sediment runoff.
(f) Maximize soil and water conservation.
Flooding and Other Natural Hazards Policies
(g) Development-generated runoff shall be disposed of in a manner acceptable to the
Department of Public Works and in compliance with all State and federal laws.
(q) Consider natural hazards in all land use planning and permitting.
Discussion:
The AV lot improvements would be designed in consideration of the potential hazards posed by
hurricanes and other natural hazards to the extent practical. The project site is outside of the
500-year floodplain and outside of the tsunami evacuation zone. A drainage study would be
performed to assess any potential changes in drainage patterns that may occur as a result of
the improvements. The final drainage system design would be coordinated with the County of
Hawaiʻi Department of Public Works (DPW) prior to construction.

Historic Sites Policies
(c) Require both public and private developers of land to provide historical and
archaeological surveys and cultural assessments, where appropriate, prior to the
clearing or development of land where there are indications that the land under
consideration has historical significance.
Discussion:
The project site was formerly a quarry/rock mining facility. The extent of ground disturbance in
the area, the inland location of the site from historic coastal communities, and the regional soil
characteristics, the project site is unlikely to contain historic properties, archaeological
resources, or any resources of a potential traditional cultural nature.

Natural Beauty Goals
(b) Protect scenic vistas and view planes from becoming obstructed.
Discussion:
The project site is not located near any South Hilo natural beauty sites. View planes of AV lot
from the surrounding area is generally obstructed by the surrounding vegetation that provides a
visual barrier for the area. Construction of the proposed action would not significantly alter the
topography in such a way that would diminish the aesthetic character the general area.
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Natural Resources and Shoreline Goals
(d) Protect rare or endangered species and habitants native to Hawaiʻi.
(f) Ensure that alterations to existing land forms, vegetation, and construction of structures
cause minimum adverse effect to water resources, and scenic and recreational amenities
and minimum danger of floods, landslides, erosion, siltation, or failure in the event of an
earthquake.
Natural Resources and Shoreline Policies
(a) Requires users of natural resources to conduct their activities in a manner that avoids or
minimizes adverse effects on the environment.
(u) Ensure that activities authorized or funded by the County do not damage important
natural resources.
Discussion:
The project site has been previously disturbed by past quarry/rock mining activities. Vegetation
surrounding the project site is believed to have little conservation value for either the plant
species it contains or as animal habitat. Nonetheless, avoidance and impact minimization
measures will be incorporated into the project plans and specifications. No significant adverse
impacts on threatened or endangered species or their habitat are anticipated as a result of the
proposed action.
The improvements would be designed in consideration of the potential hazards posed by floods,
hurricanes, earthquakes, and other natural hazards to the extent practical. While the proposed
action may result in temporary air quality and soil erosion impacts associated with construction
activities, these impacts would be mitigated through implementation of best management
practices (BMPs) and adherence to federal, state, and county rules and regulations. No
significant impacts on natural resources are anticipated as a result of the proposed action.

Public Facilities Goals
(a) Encourage the provision of public facilities that effectively service community and visitor
needs and seek ways of improving public service through better and more functional
facilities in keeping with the environmental and aesthetic concerns of the community.
Public Facilities Policies
(a) Continue to seek ways of improving public service through the coordination of service
and maximizing the use of personnel and facilities.
Public Facilities – Health and Sanitation Policies
(c) Appropriately designed and cost-effective solid waste transfer station sites shall be
located in areas of convenience and easy access to the public.
(f) Continue to encourage programs such as recycling to reduce the flow of refuse
deposited in landfills.
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Discussion:
The project site was previously used for quarry/rock mining activities. The AV lot serves the
needed community service as a facility to hold abandoned vehicles that have been removed
from public roadways. Thus, the AV facility is located in an area which has easy access by the
public, should they need to reclaim a vehicle which had been towed to the site.
4.2.2. General Plan Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide and Zoning
The General Plan Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide Map (LUPAG) delineates broad-brush
boundaries that are graphic expressions of the General Plan policies, particularly those relating
to land uses. The land use pattern in a broad, flexible design intended to guide the direction
and quality of future developments in a coordinated and rational manner. These maps
delineate a number of land use categories for each area.
The General Plan Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide (LUPAG) designation for the project area is
Industrial. See Figure 4-2. Industrial areas include uses such as manufacturing and
processing, wholesaling, large storage and transportation facilities, light industrial and
industrial-commercial uses. The existing and proposed use of the project area is consistent
with the current LUPAG designation. The subject property is zoned MG-1a, General Industrial
District by the County. See Figure 4-3. The existing and proposed use of the project area is a
permitted use for areas within the County industrial district.
4.2.3. Hilo Community Development Plan
The Hilo Community Development Plan was adopted on May 21, 1975. It is intended to serve
as the official guide for the short-range growth and development of the Hilo community, based
on the policies established in the then-adopted County General Plan. An updated plan is being
prepared and has not been adopted by the County Council as of this EA. A discussion
pertaining to consistency of the proposed action with the Hilo Community Development Plan is
provided below although it is important to note that the goals and objectives outlined in the
plan may not be reflective of the current goals and objectives of the Hilo community.
The project area is designated for urban/industrial use. Objectives of the Hilo Community
Development Plan applicable to the proposed action include the following:

Concentration of industrial development in conveniently located industrial parks
well buffered from adjacent land uses and with strict environmental quality
controls.
Control all types of pollution so that the overall quality of Hilo’s environment is
maintained and improved.
Discussion:
The proposed action is consistent with the 1975 Hilo Community Development Plan. The
existing and proposed use of the project area is consistent with the industrial designation for
the site, which is at least 1,600 feet away from any nearby residences and buffered with
naturally vegetated vacant land. Additionally, the abandoned vehicle and VDAP programs
provide a benefit to the environment through expeditious removal and proper disposal of
vehicles that may be more detrimental to the environment if left unmanaged.
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4.2.4. County of Hawaiʻi Integrated Resources and Solid Waste Management Plan
Update
In compliance with Chapter 342G, HRS, counties in Hawaiʻi are required to update and revise
their solid waste management plans every five years. The last update to the County of Hawaiʻi
plan was completed in 2019. The Integrated Resources and Solid Waste Management Plan
(IRSWMP) update provides an evaluation of waste management practices in the County,
including waste reduction practices and programs, opportunities for implementation of zero
waste policies and practices, the status of both active and closed landfills, and options for
increasing landfill diversion.
The IRSWMP update outlines a series of recommendations for action during the County’s next
10-year implementation period generally consisting of the following topic categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Source reduction.
Recycling, bioconversion, and markets.
Education, outreach and public awareness.
Household hazardous waste and electronic waste.
Special waste.
Collection and transfer.
Residuals management.
Administration and funding.

Discussion:
The proposed action involves improvements to the existing AV facility that facilitates the
handling and temporary storage of special wastes, such as abandoned vehicles. The AV lot
improvements are intended to improve the efficiency of the County’s abandoned vehicle
program in order to manage costs associated with the processing of abandoned vehicles. The
purpose and need for the project is in alignment with the intent and recommendations of the
2019 IRSWMP.
4.3. Other Land Use Plans and Policies
4.3.1. Pana‘ewa Regional Plan 2016
In December 2016, the Hawaiian Homes Commission approved the Pana‘ewa Regional Plan
2016. This plan was one of 21 regional plans approved across the State that was prepared with
the help of the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) Planning Office staff and
consultants. The planning process provided a platform for beneficiaries to talk as neighbors
and ‘ohana about their common issues and concerns. The result was a plan that identifies
priority projects that respond to issues and areas of concern within existing and planned
homestead areas.
As noted in the Plan, the Pana‘ewa Planning Area encompasses approximately 3,200 acres with
designated land uses consisting of Residential Homestead (approximately 425 acres),
Supplemental Agricultural Homestead (approximately 1,500 acres), Subsistence Agriculture
Homestead (approximately 446 acres), Community Use (approximately 40 acres), Commercial
Use (approximately 235 acres), and Industrial (approximately 365 acres). The Plan also notes
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that the Pana‘ewa Commercial-Industrial lots generate the most trust revenue from general
leases of all DHHL regions in the State.
As shown in Figure 4-4, the project area is not located on DHHL lands and is situated outside of
the Pana‘ewa Planning Area on land currently zoned as General Industrial (MG-1a) by the
County. The existing and proposed use of the project area are a permitted use for areas within
the County industrial district. Moreover, the DHHL’s Hawai‘i Island Plan (2002) designates the
surrounding land for industrial and commercial use, which is compatible with the existing and
proposed use of the project area. Refer to Figure 4-5. The project area is also situated
between the Core Commercial-Industrial planning sub-area located to the west and outlying
unencumbered Commercial-Industrial lots to the east as shown in Figures 4-6 and 4-7.
Discussion:
The proposed action does not involve opposing development that would impede future
development of DHHL lands. Its compatibility with surrounding commercial and industrial land
uses will further ensure that the Pana‘ewa Commercial-Industrial lots continue to generate more
trust revenue. Furthermore, the proposed action involves one component of the County’s
abandoned vehicle program, which benefits the general public including the native Hawaiian
community by providing a safe and economical alternative to abandoning vehicles on public
roadways and lands. The abandoned vehicle and VDAP programs provide a benefit to the
environment through expeditious removal and proper disposal of vehicles that may be more
detrimental to the environment if left unmanaged.
4.4. Permits and Approvals
The following is a list of permits, approvals, and reviews that may be required prior to
construction and operation of the proposed project.
Federal
Federal Aviation Administration
• FAA Form 7460-1 Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration
State of Hawaiʻi
Department of Health
• National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for Storm Water
Discharges from Construction Activities
• Air Pollution Control Permit
County of Hawaiʻi
Department of Public Works
• Building Permit
• Fence Permit
• Final drainage system design approval
• Grading Permit
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
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•

Permit to Work Within County Right-of-Way

Planning Department
• Plan Approval
Department of Water Supply
• Estimated Maximum Daily Water Usage Calculations
• Final Plan Approval
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FIGURE 4-4
Pana‘ewa Regional Plan – Planning Area
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FIGURE 4-5
DHHL Hawai‘i Island Plan Land Use Designation
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FIGURE 4-6
Pana‘ewa Regional Plan – Planning Sub-Areas
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FIGURE 4-7
Pana‘ewa Regional Plan – Land Dispositions
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CHAPTER 5: ALTERNATIVES
5.

ALTERNATIVES

Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules, §11-200.1-18 requires an environmental assessment to identify
and consider alternative means to realize the purpose and need of the proposed action. In this
case, the purpose and need of the proposed action is to improve the efficiency of the County’s
abandoned vehicle program with the intent to manage costs associated with the processing of
abandoned vehicles. Reducing the prevalence of abandoned vehicles would not meet the
purpose and need of the proposed action as there will always be some level of abandoned
vehicles. Additionally, this approach would require addressing external factors, such as
socioeconomic conditions or public policy, which are beyond DEM’s control. For those reasons,
alternatives to reduce the prevalence of abandoned vehicles were not considered, and it is
assumed that an AV program must be retained in the interest of public health and safety.
Consequently, the only alternatives considered but dismissed consist of the no action
alternative, alternative building design, and alternative sites.
5.1. No Action Alternative
Under the no action alternative, improvements under the proposed action would not be
constructed, and the project site would remain in its current configuration. The no action
alternative would preclude permit approvals, as well as costs for design and construction which
would otherwise be required for the proposed project. Additionally, the no action alternative
would avoid insignificant environmental impacts that would occur as a result of implementing
the proposed action along with the need to implement appropriate mitigation measures, as
discussed in Chapter 3 of this EA.
Although no facility improvements would be made under this alternative, the County’s AV
program could still continue to operate using the existing AV lot and the nearby temporary
office trailer. The County would continue to promote its Vehicle Disposal Assistance Program
(VDAP) to help registered vehicle owners dispose of unwanted vehicles legally and properly, to
reduce the number of abandoned vehicles left on public roadways. Nonetheless, it is
reasonable to estimate that County would continue to remove around the same number of AV,
more than 1,500 to 2,000 per year from public roadways.
As existing facilities reach capacity under current conditions, alternative disposal solutions are
sought to manage the number of impounded AV, and to prevent AV from becoming an even
greater nuisance or hazard to the public. Such solutions have included added expenses to have
AV processed more frequently or to have the AV shipped off-island for processing. These costs
are paid in addition to the already significant costs associated with the regular transport and
processing of AV under non-peak conditions. While some income is made through the sale of
“auctionable” AV, these sales are not enough to offset the total costs of the program. As a
result, the long-term sustainability of the program becomes threatened. For these reasons, this
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alternative would fail to satisfy the purpose and need of the proposed action, and thus is not a
feasible alternative.
5.2. Alternative Design: Larger Structure
Under this alternative, a larger structure would be designed to store all abandoned vehicles that
come through the Hilo AV facility regardless of its condition. It is assumed that the building
would need to be up to two acres in size to be consistent with the proposed action project area.
Storing all vehicles within an enclosed structure would further help to prevent theft and
vandalism thereby minimizing impacts on vehicles that are picked up by their owners or sold at
auction. It would also further help to prevent stormwater runoff from interacting with any spill
prevention measures in place.
Although this alternative would meet the purpose and need of the proposed action, it was
ultimately dismissed because building a larger structure would have significantly greater costs
and would result in more ground disturbance to construct the foundations for a building of that
size. Additionally, the new building would have a greater impact on the visual character of the
area as there are not many other existing buildings of that scale in the vicinity.
5.3. Alternative Design: Traditional Construction
Under this alternative, the building design would not consist of a pre-fabricated structure and
would instead consist of a unique structure that would be constructed using traditional
construction methods. In comparison, traditional construction would result in a longer
construction period; greater cost for design, construction, and materials; and more
construction-related emissions. A unique building design would not be necessary since the
building is intended to accommodate an industrial use and would not have specialized functions.
For these reasons, this alternative was dismissed from further consideration.
5.4. Alternative Site in East Hawai‘i
The Hilo AV lot accommodates abandoned vehicles from the eastern portion of the island,
whereas another County AV lot in Pu‘uanahulu accommodates abandoned vehicles from the
western portion of the island. It would not be feasible to transport all abandoned vehicles to
West Hawai‘i on a regular basis. Therefore, reasonable alternatives to the Hilo AV lot site would
need to be located within East Hawai‘i.
Under this alternative, the existing AV lot would be closed, and a new site would be developed
with asphalt pavement and a new storage structure. This alternative may result in greater
impacts to the environment if the alternative site is within a previously undisturbed area. Also,
additional funding may be needed if property would need to be acquired. Compatibility with
surrounding land uses and other environmental impacts would also need to be considered with
that site. For these reasons, this alternative was dismissed from further consideration.
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CHAPTER 6: ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION
6.

ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Short-term construction impacts include temporary disruption to the project site and
surrounding areas, temporary decline in air quality from construction activities, and temporary
increases in noise levels. These impacts are anticipated to be negligible. Once construction has
been completed, the short-term adverse impacts will no longer occur.
Based on analysis of the impacts, the County anticipates a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) for the proposed action. The significance criteria to make this anticipated
determination are set forth below and in Hawai‘i Administrative Rules 11-200.1 (Environmental
Impact Statement Rules). Potential impacts of the proposed improvements have been
evaluated in accordance with the significance criteria of Hawai‘i Administrative Rules §11-200.113. Discussion of the project’s conformance to the criteria is presented as follows:

(1)

Irrevocably commit a natural, cultural, or historic resource;
Implementation of the proposed action will require an irrevocable commitment of
energy, labor, capital, and materials for construction. In addition to being a public
nuisance and an eyesore, abandoned vehicles can pose as traffic, safety and
environmental hazards and present a risk to public health. Therefore, the proposed
action is necessary to ensure protection of human health and the environment. The
proposed use is consistent with the existing use of the site, which is in close proximity to
other existing solid waste management services and facilities.
Construction of the proposed action will involve land disturbing activities that may result
in temporary air quality and soil erosion impacts. These impacts would be mitigated by
implementing BMPs and adhering to federal, State and County rules and regulations.
The project area has been used as a landfill and for commercial quarrying activities for
several decades prior to its use as an AV impound lot. No effects to any historic sites are
anticipated as a result of the implementation of the proposed action. Furthermore, there
is no reported ongoing traditional gathering or hunting practices occurring within the
project area itself. It is anticipated that the proposed action will have no adverse impact
on traditional cultural properties or practices, gathering rights, or access.
The project site is located about 1.5 miles from the coast. There are no surface or
coastal water bodies such as a stream, river, pond or ocean located nearby. No impacts
to these resources are anticipated. Vegetation surrounding the project site is believed
to have little conservation value for either the plant species it contains or as animal
habitat. It is possible that federally listed threatened or endangered species may occur
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in the greater vicinity, although these species are not known to frequent the project site
due to historic quarrying and rock mining activities and other solid waste management
activities in the area. Nonetheless, conservation measures will be incorporated into the
project plans and specifications to avoid or minimize impacts on these listed species. No
natural, cultural, or historic resources of significance were identified at the proposed
project site. The immediate surrounding area is comprised of heavily disturbed soils; it
is unlikely that any cultural resources and/or human skeletal remains are present on
site. In the event of unexpected discovery of historic or archaeological resources, all
work will stop immediately and the SHPD will be immediately notified for appropriate
action.

(2)

Curtail the range of beneficial uses of the environment;
The project site is currently being used as an impound lot for abandoned vehicles. The
proposed use of the site is a continuation of this existing use, which is compatible with
the surrounding uses. No new uses or improvements are being proposed that would
significantly intensify the land use, alter the land, or commit resources that would curtail
the range of future beneficial uses of the environment.

(3)

Conflict with the State’s environmental policies or long-term environmental goals
established by law;
The proposed action does not conflict with long-term environmental policies or goals
and guidelines of the State of Hawaiʻi. In addition to being a public nuisance and an
eyesore, abandoned vehicles can pose as traffic, safety and environmental hazards and
present a risk to public health. Abandoned vehicles take away from the natural beauty
of Hawai‘i and may also contain hazardous substances such as fuels, metals, oils, and
coolants that could end up on the ground. When it rains, these substances can end up
in waterways or in groundwater resources. By maintaining an efficient AV program, the
proposed action will support the State’s policies and goals related to the environment
and preserving the natural beauty of Hawaiʻi.

(4)

Have a substantial adverse effect on the economic welfare, social welfare, or cultural
practices of the community and State;
The purpose of the proposed action is to improve the efficiency of the County’s
abandoned vehicle program in order to manage costs associated with the processing of
AV. Through cost management, the proposed action would ensure public funds are
being utilized efficiently. Implementation and long-term operation of the proposed
action is not anticipated to substantially affect the economic or social welfare of the
community or State.

(5)

Have a substantial adverse effect on public health;
The proposed action would contribute to the long-term sustainability of the County’s AV
program and would ensure that abandoned vehicles continue to be removed and
properly disposed of for the benefit of the environment and public health. Therefore,
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implementation and long-term operation of the proposed action is not anticipated to
have a substantial adverse effect on public health.

(6)

Involve adverse secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects on public
facilities;
The proposed action involves construction of a new building and other improvements at
the location of the County’s existing AV lot. The proposed use is consistent with the
existing use of the site and is compatible with surrounding uses. The proposed action is
not anticipated to induce population growth and, therefore, no secondary impacts
associated with population changes or effects on public facilities are anticipated with
implementation of the proposed action.

(7)

Involve a substantial degradation of environmental quality;
Abandoned vehicles may contain hazardous substances such as fuels, metals, oils, and
coolants that can end up on the ground, or in waterways following periods of heavy
rainfall. By maintaining an efficient AV program, the proposed action would help to
minimize degradation of the environmental quality that would happen otherwise without
the gained efficiencies. Construction of the facility will take place in an area that is
generally clear of tall vegetation. Vegetation within and in the vicinity of the project site
is believed to have little conservation value for either the plant species it contains or as
animal habitat. It is possible that federally listed threatened or endangered species may
occur in the project area, although these species are not known to frequent the project
area due to historic quarrying and landfilling activities and current solid waste
management activities in the surrounding areas. Conservation measures will be
incorporated into the project plans and specifications to avoid or minimize impacts on
these listed species. There is no surface or coastal water body such as a stream, river,
pond, lake, or ocean located nearby. No impacts to these resources are anticipated.

(8)

Be individually limited but cumulatively have substantial adverse effect upon the
environment or involves a commitment for larger actions;
The proposed action does not have a substantial adverse effect upon the environment.
Uses and activities associated with the proposed action are consistent with the current
and surrounding uses at the site. There are no commitments for further action beyond
the scope presented within this EA.

(9)

Have a substantial adverse effect on a rare, threatened, or endangered species, or its
habitat;
No listed or protected plant species are known to occur at the project site. Rare,
threatened, or endangered fauna are not known to utilize the site for either habitat or
foraging purposes.
Although there is no evidence of migratory seabirds and native waterfowl species using
the project site for breeding or habitation, some are known to visit areas within the
wider project study area. No adverse impacts from the proposed action are anticipated.
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Vegetation within and in the vicinity of the project site is believed to have little
conservation value for either the plant species it contains or as animal habitat. It is
possible that federally listed threatened or endangered species may occur in the project
area, although these species are not known to frequent the project area due to historic
quarrying and landfilling activities and current solid waste management activities in the
vicinity. Conservation measures will be incorporated into the project plans and
specifications to avoid or minimize impacts on these listed species. No substantial
adverse effects on rare, threatened, or endangered species, or its habitat is anticipated
with the proposed action.

(10)

Have a substantial adverse effect on air or water quality or ambient noise levels;
No long-term significant impacts to air quality, water quality, or noise levels within the
project site are anticipated as a result of the construction and operation of the proposed
project.
Respective contractors will be responsible for minimizing air quality impacts during the
various phases of construction. Exhaust emissions from construction vehicles are
anticipated to have negligible impacts on air quality in the project vicinity as the
emissions would be relatively small and readily dissipated.
No short or long-term significant impacts on surface and/or coastal waters in the project
vicinity are anticipated during construction or operation of the proposed action. There
are no streams or wetlands on or within close proximity to the project site. For
proposed ground disturbing activities, applicable erosion control measures and best
management practices will be implemented in order to mitigate any possible adverse
effects relating to soil erosion and runoff. Permanent sediment control measures will be
used once construction is completed.
Coordination will be undertaken with the appropriate agencies during permitting and
construction to ensure that the proposed action will not result in significant impacts
regarding surface and coastal waters. A NPDES permit for storm water runoff from
construction activities would be required should individual and/or cumulative soil
disturbances at the project site exceed one acre of land area. Any discharges related to
project construction or operation activities will comply with applicable State Water
Quality Standards as specified in HAR, Chapter 11-54 Water Quality Standards and
Chapter 11-55 Water Pollution Control. Excavation and grading activities will be
regulated by applicable provisions of the County’s grading ordinance.
In the short and long-term, no significant impacts on noise levels are anticipated as a
result of the construction and operation of the proposed action. Impacts from
construction noise are not anticipated to be significant as the project site and much of
the surrounding land uses are considered airport or industrial related. Once construction
has been completed, noise impacts from surrounding land uses, including those from
adjacent solid waste management activities, would be consistent with existing
conditions.
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(11)

Have a substantial adverse effect on or be likely to suffer damage by being located in an
environmentally sensitive area such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, sea level rise
exposure area, beach, erosion-prone area, geologically hazardous land, estuary, fresh
water, or coastal waters;
No short or long-term significant impacts are anticipated as the project site is not
located within an environmentally sensitive area.
The project site is located about 1.5 miles from the coast. There is no surface or coastal
water body such as a stream, river, pond, lake, or ocean located nearby. No impacts to
these resources are anticipated. The new building and other improvements would be
designed in consideration of the potential hazards posed by hurricanes and other natural
hazards to the extent practical. The project site is outside of the 500-year flood plain
and outside of the tsunami evacuation zone. A drainage study would be performed to
assess any potential changes in drainage patterns that may occur as a result of the
proposed action. The AV facility would be designed to accommodate anticipated
increases in runoff. All development generated runoff would be retained on-site. The
final drainage system design would be coordinated with the County of Hawaiʻi
Department of Public Works (DPW) prior to construction.
According to the FIRM, the project site is designated Zone X, an area of minimal flood
hazard. Generally, runoff at the project site from rainfall currently sheet flows and
percolates within the upper layers of the site. Some temporary ponding may occur at
natural low points in the topography during and immediately after heavy rainstorm
events. However, this water quickly infiltrates into the ground once heavy rains have
subsided.

(12)

Have a substantial adverse effect on scenic vistas and view planes, during day or night,
identified in county or state plans or studies; or,
The project site is not located near any South Hilo natural beauty sites. View planes of
the project site from the surrounding area is generally obstructed by the surrounding
vegetation that provides a visual barrier for the project site. Construction of the
proposed action would not significantly alter the topography in such a way that would
diminish the aesthetic value of the area.

(13)

Requires substantial energy consumption or emit substantial greenhouse gases.
The construction and operation of the proposed action will not require a significant level
of energy consumption. Implementation of the proposed action will result in the shortterm irrevocable release of GHGs from construction activities associated with the
development of the proposed improvements.
However, these activities will be
temporary and the quantities of GHGs released will be negligible. In the long-term, the
AV facility would support solid waste management activities of DEM that have associated
GHG emissions. It is noted that these activities are consistent with the current and
planned use of the site and would not involve any new uses that would significantly
impact State GHG emissions inventories.
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Energy requirements in the long-term would be minimal and similar to the energy
demands of surrounding buildings. It is anticipated energy requirements could be
supported by existing infrastructure. The feasibility of utilizing photovoltaic solar panels
to provide energy for the AV facility and reduce the overall demand for energy will be
explored during the design phase of the project.
Based on these findings and the assessment of potential impacts from the AV lot improvements
project does not require preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement and a FONSI has
been issued.
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CHAPTER 7: CONSULTATION
7.

CONSULTATION

7.1. EA Early Consultation
The following agencies and organizations were consulted during the preparation of the Draft EA
for the project. Of the 12 parties that formally replied during the pre-assessment period, some
had no comments while others provided substantive comments as indicated by the  and ,
respectively. All written comments received during the EA early consultation period and
responses are reproduced in Appendix B.
Federal Agencies
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Federal Aviation Administration, Airports District

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service
State Agencies

Department of Accounting & General Services
Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT)
DBEDT, Office of Planning
Department of Defense
Department of Education
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Department of Health (DOH)
DOH, Office of Environmental Quality Control

Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), Engineering Division

DLNR, Land Division

Department of Transportation (DOT)
Office of Hawaiian Affairs
County of Hawaiʻi
Department of Parks & Recreation

Department of Public Works

Department of Research and Development

Department of Water Supply

Fire Department
Mass Transit Agency

Planning Department

Police Department
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Elected Officials
Office of the Mayor
Hawaiʻi County Council, District 3
Hawaiʻi State Legislature, House District 1
Hawaiʻi State Legislature, Senate District 1
Utilities
Hawaiian Telcom
Hawaiian Electric Light Company, Inc.

Hawai‘i Gas
Spectrum Hawaiʻi
Other Interested Parties and Individuals
Jas W. Glover, Ltd.
Keaukaha Community Association
Keaukaha Military Reservation
Keaukaha-Panaʻewa Farmers Association
Panaʻewa Hawaiian Homelands Community Association
Yamada and Sons, Inc.
7.2. Draft EA Written Comments
The Draft Environmental Assessment for the Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility was submitted to
the Office of Planning and Sustainable Development, Environmental Review Program for
publication in the April 8, 2022 issue of The Environmental Notice. Publication of the Draft EA
on April 8, 2022 initiated a 30-day public review period that ended on May 9, 2022. The
following agencies, organizations, and individuals formally replied during the 30-day public
review period. All written comments and responses are reproduced and included herein as
Appendix C.
State Agencies
Department of Health, Clean Air Branch
Department of Transportation
County of Hawaiʻi
Department of Water Supply
Other Interested Parties and Individuals
Keaukaha-Pana‘ewa Farmers Association
Kūpuna for the Mo‘opuna
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APPENDIX A
Traffic Assessment

Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility Traffic Assessment

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

The project site currently houses solid waste handling facilities, assorted infrastructure, and
operational activities associated with the County’s solid waste management program which
includes the existing AV facility. The existing facility is located within the central portion of the
site and includes an approximately 41,250 square foot paved parking area with an 8-ft tall
security fence. Approximately 100 AVs (maximum) can be stored on-site prior to being
reclaimed by their owner, sold at a County-held auction, or recycled and disposed of at a
permitted vehicle disposal facility. The remainder of the project site remains undeveloped.
Administrative functions of the County’s AV program are performed by County staff at the
temporary AV office located in an existing trailer situated on the adjacent property to the
northwest (see Figure 2 forWKH existing site layout).

The proposed project site is located adjacent to Hoʻolaulima Road in Hilo on island of Hawaii
(see Figure 1). The approximately 8-acre site is located south of Hilo International Airport and
east of Kanoelehua Avenue and is further identified as a portion of Tax Map Key (TMK) parcel
[3] 2-1-013:167. Access to the site is currently provided off Hoʻolaulima Road.

Project Description and Location

As requested, we have conducted a traffic assessment to address the comments received from the
State of Hawaii Department of Transportation, Highway Division (HDOT-HWY) regarding the
proposed Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility in Hilo on the island of Hawaii. The following is a
summary of our assessment.

Dear Mr. Quiamas,

Subject:

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Acting Deputy Chief
Solid Waste Division
Department of Environmental Management
County of Hawaii
345 Kekuanaoa Street, Suite 41
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

10592-02
February 04, 2022
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Primary access to the proposed project site is provided via Hoʻolaulima Road off Leilani Street.
Leilani Street is a two-lane, two-way County of Hawaii roadway that provide access to the uses
along its alignment. It should be noted that although the available traffic data along Leilani
Street was collected in 2015, an assessment of traffic volumes along other major roadways in the
vicinity indicates that volumes in the vicinity have remained similar or decreased since 2015. As
such, since there has not been significant development along Leilani Street in recent years, the

In the vicinity of the project site, Kanoelehua Avenue is a predominantly 6-lane, two-way
divided State of Hawaii roadway that serves one of the primary access roads through Hilo and
provides connections to other regional roadways to the south. The AM peak hour along
Kanoelehua Avenue occurs between 7:15 AM and 8:15 AM with the roadway carrying a total of
2,350 vehicles, 864 vehicles northbound and 1,486 vehicles southbound. The PM peak hour
occurs between 3:30 PM and 4:30 PM with a total of 2,871 vehicles along that roadway, 1,327
traveling northbound and 1,544 traveling southbound.

The traffic volumes used for the purpose of analysis are based on 24-hour traffic data obtained
from the State of Hawaii Department of Transportation Highways Division from Year 2019 in
the vicinity of the project. These counts were supplemented by other available traffic data
collected to support other developments in the area. It should be noted that more recent traffic
data could is not able to be collected at this time due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic that
has resulted in significantly decreased or fluctuating traffic volumes and shifted travel patterns.
The State of Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) has been tracking traffic volumes
along major routes to provide a comparison of traffic volumes as result of the ongoing pandemic.
In the vicinity of the project, tracking information indicates that traffic volumes during the final
quarter of 2021 were in the range of pre-COVID volumes. As such, for the purpose of this
report, baseline traffic volumes based on collected Year 2019 conditions were assumed to be
representative of baseline Year 2021 conditions.

Field Investigations and Baseline Conditions

The proposed project entails improvements to the existing AV facility to construct a 5,000-sf
pre-engineered metal building that would store about 25 “auctionable” vehicles and contain 4
staff offices, a reception area, restrooms, a conference/lunchroom, and support spaces. The
existing paved area would be reconfigured to hold a similar number of impounded vehicles
(~100 vehicles), as well as parking for staff and visitors. Administrative functions would be
relocated from the existing trailer to the new building. Other proposed site improvements
include installing new utility connections, an individual wastewater system (IWS), drainage
system, paved driveway, security fencing, and surveillance system. The project may also
consider incorporating a photovoltaic (PV) energy system to reduce facility energy demands.
The proposed improvements to the existing AV facility are expected to be completed by Year
2025 .
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Transit service in the project vicinity is provided by “Hele-On” which is operated by the County
of Hawaii. The project vicinity is primarily served by Route 40 which connects Hilo to Pahoa
via Keaau along Kanoelehua Avenue with the closest bus stop located at Prince Kuhio Plaza.
The bus stop at Prince Kuhio Plaza provides connections to other routes serving Hilo including
Routes 10, 11, 101, and 103.

Transit Facilities

Existing bike facilities are limited in the vicinity of the proposed project with bike lanes only
provided along Kanoelehua Avenue between Kamehameha Avenue and E. Palai Street. There
are additional bike facilities in the vicinity expected to be developed in the future, but the timing
and scope of those facilities are not known at this time.

Bike Facilities

There are limited improved pedestrian facilities in the vicinity of the proposed project. Near the
intersection of Kanoelehua Avenue and Leilani Street, Kanoelehua Avenue has improved, but
narrow sidewalks along the west side of the roadway supplemented by curb ramps, crosswalks,
pedestrian crossing phases at this signalized intersection. However, both sides of Leilani Street
and Hoʻolaulima Road which provide access to the project site are currently unimproved.

Pedestrian Facilities

Multimodal Facilities

Other Considerations

available 2015 traffic data was assumed to be representative of baseline 2021 conditions for the
purpose of this report. The AM peak period along Leilani Street generally occurs between 7:25
AM and 8:25 AM with a total of 685 vehicles along that roadway, 317 vehicles traveling
westbound and 368 vehicles traveling eastbound. The PM peak hour generally occurs between
3:40 PM and 4:40 PM with a total of 732 vehicles traveling along Leilani Street, 312 vehicles
westbound and 420 vehicles eastbound. Hoʻolaulima Road is a two-lane, two-way County of
Hawaii roadway that provides access to the existing County of Hawaii solid waste management
program facilities along its alignment, as well as to the County Trap and Skeet Range, the Hilo
Dragstrip, and the County Mass Transit$JHQF\ Baseyard past the AV facility.

The trip generation methodology used for the purpose of this assessment is based upon generally
accepted techniques developed by the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) and published
in “Trip Generation, 11th Edition,” 2021. The existing AV facility currently operates between
the hours of 7:45 AM and 4:30 PM Monday through Friday for the public to access their
impounded vehicles. Towing companies are allowed 24-hour access to the site. These operating
hours are not expected to change with the proposed project and the capacity of the new facilities
is expected to be similar to existing conditions. With the development of more secure facilities,
there is a possibility that a vehicle auction could be held on-site in the future. Based on

Facility Operations and Trip Generation

There is a planned extension of Puainako Street further east to Hoʻolaulima Road that could
provide a potential secondary access for the Hilo AV facility. However, the timeframe for the
proposed extension as well as the alignment of the new roadway is not known at this time. As
such, the future extension of Puainako Street is not incorporated in the with project traffic
assessment.

Puainako Street Extension

The South Hilo Sanitary Landfill (SHSL) previously provided collection services for Hilo and
seven other solid waste transfer stations in East Hawaii. Nearing maximum capacity, the last
load of waste was deposited in November 2019 and the site was permanently closed at the end of
June 2020. As result of this closure, municipal solid waste previously disposed at SHSL is now
diverted to the West Hawaii Sanitary Landfill in Waikoloa. Although the closure of the SHSL
reduces some of the traffic demand in the vicinity, no adjustments were made to the baseline
conditions for a conservative assessment.

The South Hilo Sanitary Landfill Closure

The proposed East Hawaii Organics Facility located north of the project site was intended to
divert organic waste from disposals in the Hawaii County landfill and generate compost and
mulch to support local commercial agriculture. A Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) was
previously prepared for this project in 2016; however, due to concerns that the location of the
proposed facility would impose additional impacts on the local communities, the Proposing
Agency, the County of Hawaii Department of Environmental Management, Solid Waste
Division, filed a withdrawal of the 2016 DEA on April 4, 2017. As such, this project was not
incorporated in the with project traffic assessment.

East Hawaii Organics Facility
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3
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The proposed project entails improvements to the existing abandoned vehicle (AV) facility in
Hilo to construct a new building to provide space for vehicle storage and administrative
functions. In conjunction with the project, utility improvements are anticipated on-site and
within the County of Hawaii right-of-way along the roadways in the immediate vicinity of the
project site. It should be noted that no improvements are expected within the State of Hawaii
right-of-way at this time. Since the anticipated capacity and operations of the improved facility

Conclusion

With the completion of the proposed project, site-generated trips during the AM and PM peak
hours of traffic are not expected to increase significantly. The additional 3 trips generated during
each peak hour by the proposed project are expected to increase traffic volumes along Leilani
Street and Kanoelehua Avenue by 0.5% or less during both peak periods. These increases are
within the daily fluctuation of traffic along those roadways and represent a minimal increase
along those roadways. As such, traffic operations along the surrounding roadway network are
expected to remain similar to without project conditions with the implementation of the proposed
improvements at the existing Hilo AV facility.

Traffic Assessment

PM PEAK

AM PEAK

HILO AV FACILITY

Table 1: Additional Trip Generation Peak Hours of Traffic

is expected to remain similar to existing conditions, additional trips generated by the site are
expected associated with the expected staffing increase of a maximum of 3 additional employees.
As such, traffic operations in the vicinity are expected to remain similar to without project
conditions.

operations at other similar facilities on the island, the County would not anticipate more than one
auction per year with viewing limited to 3 days in advance of that event. However, at this time,
the County does not anticipate holding auctions on-site due to the quality of the inventory in the
region with auctions instead continuing to be held on the west side of the island. As such,
additional trips to the improved facility are primarily expected to be associated with anticipated
increases in employees on-site. There are currently 3 employees that work on-site with this
number anticipated to be expanded to a maximum of 6 employees in the future. Each of these
additional employees was conservatively assumed to arrive during the morning peak period and
depart during the afternoon peak period. Table 1 below summarizes the additional trip
generation characteristics of the proposed project applied the peak hours of traffic.
Enclosures:

Available Traffic Data

Cathy Leong, P.E.

Sincerely,

Should you have any questions, please contact me at 808-946-2277.
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Method for determining peak hour: Total Entering Volume
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Heavy Trucks
Pedestrians
Bicycles
Railroad
Stopped Buses

190

123

1363

4 1347 237

1588

0

Left
32
0

Left
2
1
0
0
0
1
2
0
6
2
0
3
2
3
4
1
3
1
2
1
0
0
0
0

Leilani St
(Eastbound)
Thru Right
13
5
14
3
7
5
9
4
8
2
10
3
14
4
5
1
15
5
11
4
14
2
11
3
9
1
9
3
12
0
13
2
11
5
6
3
19
1
9
3
7
1
14
2
11
3
6
2
Eastbound
Thru Right
136
40
0
0
0
0
0
U
0

U
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0

Left
72
8

Left
4
8
7
3
6
7
6
6
6
1
2
9
4
1
2
7
3
3
7
3
5
10
4
3

NA

Leilani St
(Westbound)
Thru Right
U
1
14
0
4
16
0
5
19
0
0
8
0
2
22
0
8
22
0
5
11
0
5
18
0
6
21
0
7
12
0
2
9
0
8
18
0
4
19
0
2
11
0
7
12
0
6
30
0
6
17
0
11
15
0
2
21
0
3
12
0
1
10
0
4
19
0
2
9
0
3
11
0
Westbound
Thru Right
U
64
200
0
0
20
0
0
0

NA

NA

0

0

290
252
254
254
297
264
329
285
249
291
288
259
260
278
287
263
295
304
253
283
287
268
252
258
3254
3307
3312
3282
3308
3341
3350
3348
3388
3312
3310
3348
3325
3289
3288

Hourly
Totals

5.2

4.8

Total
3452
152
0
0

Total

NA

0
0

0
0

0

0

0

8.0

0

4.2

3.2

0

2.0 4.4 3.7

1.4

5.2

0

0.0

3.8

3.7

SOURCE: Quality Counts, LLC (http://www.qualitycounts.net) 1-877-580-2212

Mamalahoa Hwy (Hwy 11)
(Southbound)
Thru Right
U
119
0
0
92
0
0
78
1
0
93
0
0
99
1
0
102
3
0
123
1
0
112
0
0
94
1
0
114
0
0
118
0
0
101
0
0
100
1
0
119
0
0
112
0
1
89
1
0
119
0
0
146
0
0
99
0
0
110
2
0
138
1
0
113
0
0
107
0
1
142
0
0
Southbound
Left Thru Right
U
228 1316
8
0
20
32
0
0
0
0
0

Left
15
15
21
16
22
20
23
16
18
28
16
12
31
19
19
20
19
15
17
24
22
19
27
13

3.2

3.3

4.5

25.0 3.3 6.3

3.8

QC JOB #: 13361608
DATE: Tue, Apr 21 2015

Method for determining peak hour: Total Entering Volume

Peak-Hour: 3:40 PM -- 4:40 PM
Peak 15-Min: 3:40 PM -- 3:55 PM

LOCATION: Mamalahoa Hwy (Hwy 11) -- Leilani St
CITY/STATE: Hilo, HI

Type of peak hour being reported: Intersection Peak

APPENDIX B
EA Early Consultation Comments and Responses
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American Sśmoa, Guam, Hawai‘i, Northern
Mariana Islands

Idaho, Montana*, Oregon*, Washington

*PARTIAL

INTERIOR REGION 12
Pacific Islands

INTERIOR REGION 9
COLUMBIA––PACIFIC NORTHWEST



5HEHFFD&DQGLODVD
:LOVRQ2NDPRWR&RUSRUDWLRQ
%HUHWDQLD6WUHHW6XLWH
+RQROXOX+DZDLދL

6XEMHFW
(3,)7$7HFKQLFDO$VVLVWDQFHIRUWKH3URSRVHG$EDQGRQHG
9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\3UH$VVHVVPHQW+LOR+DZDLދL

'HDU0V&DQGLODVD

7KDQN\RXIRU\RXUUHFHQWFRUUHVSRQGHQFHUHTXHVWLQJWHFKQLFDODVVLVWDQFHRQVSHFLHVELRORJ\
KDELWDWRUOLIHUHTXLVLWHUHTXLUHPHQWV7KH3DFLILF,VODQGV)LVKDQG:LOGOLIH2IILFH 3,):2 RI
WKH86)LVKDQG:LOGOLIH6HUYLFH 6HUYLFH DSSUHFLDWHV\RXUHIIRUWVWRDYRLGRUPLQLPL]HHIIHFWV
WRSURWHFWHGVSHFLHVDVVRFLDWHGZLWK\RXUSURSRVHGDFWLRQV:HSURYLGHWKHIROORZLQJ
LQIRUPDWLRQIRU\RXUFRQVLGHUDWLRQXQGHUWKHDXWKRULWLHVRIWKH(QGDQJHUHG6SHFLHV$FW (6$ RI
 86&et seq DVDPHQGHG

'XHWRVLJQLILFDQWZRUNORDGFRQVWUDLQWV3,):2LVFXUUHQWO\XQDEOHWRVSHFLILFDOO\DGGUHVV\RXU
LQIRUPDWLRQUHTXHVW7KHWDEOHEHORZOLVWVWKHSURWHFWHGVSHFLHVPRVWOLNHO\WREHHQFRXQWHUHGE\
SURMHFWVLPSOHPHQWHGZLWKLQWKH+DZDLLDQ,VODQGV%DVHGRQ\RXUSURMHFWORFDWLRQDQG
GHVFULSWLRQZHKDYHQRWHGWKHVSHFLHVPRVWOLNHO\WRRFFXUZLWKLQWKHYLFLQLW\RIWKHSURMHFWDUHD
LQWKHµ2FFXUV,QRU1HDU3URMHFW$UHD¶FROXPQ3OHDVHQRWHWKLVOLVWLVQRWFRPSUHKHQVLYHDQG
VKRXOGRQO\EHXVHGIRUJHQHUDOJXLGDQFH:HKDYHDGGHGWRWKH3,):2ZHEVLWHORFDWHGDW
KWWSVZZZIZVJRYSDFLILFLVODQGVSURPRFIP"LG UHFRPPHQGHGFRQVHUYDWLRQ
PHDVXUHVLQWHQGHGWRDYRLGRUPLQLPL]HDGYHUVHHIIHFWVWRWKHVHIHGHUDOO\SURWHFWHGVSHFLHVDQG
EHVWPDQDJHPHQWSUDFWLFHVWRPLQLPL]HDQGDYRLGVHGLPHQWDWLRQDQGHURVLRQLPSDFWVWRZDWHU
TXDOLW\,I\RXUSURMHFWRFFXUVRQWKHLVODQGRI+DZDLދLZHKDYHDOVRHQFORVHGRXUELRVHFXULW\
SURWRFROIRUDFWLYLWLHVLQRUQHDUQDWXUDODUHDV

,I\RXDUHUHSUHVHQWLQJDIHGHUDODFWLRQDJHQF\SOHDVHUHTXHVWDQRIILFLDOVSHFLHVOLVWIROORZLQJ
WKHLQVWUXFWLRQVDWRXU3,):2ZHEVLWH
KWWSVZZZIZVJRYSDFLILFLVODQGVDUWLFOHVFIP"LG <RXFDQILQGRXWLI\RXUSURMHFW
RFFXUVLQRUQHDUGHVLJQDWHGFULWLFDOKDELWDWKHUHKWWSVHFRVIZVJRYLSDF

,Q5HSO\5HIHU7R 
(3,)7$







(QFORVXUHV  









8QGHUVHFWLRQRIWKH(6$LWLVWKH)HGHUDODJHQF\¶V RUWKHLUQRQ)HGHUDOGHVLJQHH 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\WRPDNHWKHGHWHUPLQDWLRQRIZKHWKHURUQRWWKHSURSRVHGSURMHFW³PD\DIIHFW´
IHGHUDOO\OLVWHGVSHFLHVRUGHVLJQDWHGFULWLFDOKDELWDW$³PD\DIIHFWQRWOLNHO\WRDGYHUVHO\
DIIHFW´GHWHUPLQDWLRQLVDSSURSULDWHZKHQHIIHFWVWRIHGHUDOO\OLVWHGVSHFLHVDUHH[SHFWHGWREH
GLVFRXQWDEOH LHXQOLNHO\WRRFFXU LQVLJQLILFDQW PLQLPDOLQVL]H RUFRPSOHWHO\EHQHILFLDO
7KLVFRQFOXVLRQUHTXLUHVZULWWHQFRQFXUUHQFHIURPWKH6HUYLFH,ID³PD\DIIHFWOLNHO\WR
DGYHUVHO\DIIHFW´GHWHUPLQDWLRQLVPDGHWKHQWKH)HGHUDODJHQF\PXVWLQLWLDWHIRUPDO
FRQVXOWDWLRQZLWKWKH6HUYLFH3URMHFWVWKDWDUHGHWHUPLQHGWRKDYH³QRHIIHFW´RQIHGHUDOO\OLVWHG
VSHFLHVDQGRUFULWLFDOKDELWDWGRQRWUHTXLUHDGGLWLRQDOFRRUGLQDWLRQRUFRQVXOWDWLRQ

,PSOHPHQWLQJWKHDYRLGDQFHPLQLPL]DWLRQRUFRQVHUYDWLRQPHDVXUHVIRUWKHVSHFLHVWKDWPD\
RFFXULQ\RXUSURMHFWDUHDZLOOQRUPDOO\HQDEOH\RXWRPDNHD³PD\DIIHFWQRWOLNHO\WR
DGYHUVHO\DIIHFW´GHWHUPLQDWLRQIRU\RXUSURMHFW,ILWLVGHWHUPLQHGWKDWWKHSURSRVHGSURMHFWPD\
DIIHFWIHGHUDOO\OLVWHGVSHFLHVZHUHFRPPHQG\RXFRQWDFWRXURIILFHHDUO\LQWKHSODQQLQJ
SURFHVVVRWKDWZHPD\DVVLVW\RXZLWKWKH(6$FRPSOLDQFH,IWKHSURSRVHGSURMHFWLVIXQGHG
DXWKRUL]HGRUSHUPLWWHGE\D)HGHUDODJHQF\WKHQWKDWDJHQF\VKRXOGFRQVXOWZLWKXVSXUVXDQWWR
VHFWLRQ D  RIWKH(6$,IQR)HGHUDODJHQF\LVLQYROYHGZLWKWKHSURSRVHGSURMHFWWKH
DSSOLFDQWVKRXOGDSSO\IRUDQLQFLGHQWDOWDNHSHUPLWXQGHUVHFWLRQ D  % RIWKH(6$$
VHFWLRQSHUPLWDSSOLFDWLRQPXVWLQFOXGHDKDELWDWFRQVHUYDWLRQSODQWKDWLGHQWLILHVWKHHIIHFWV
RIWKHDFWLRQRQOLVWHGVSHFLHVDQGWKHLUKDELWDWVDQGGHILQHVPHDVXUHVWRPLQLPL]HDQGPLWLJDWH
WKRVHDGYHUVHHIIHFWV

:HDSSUHFLDWH\RXUHIIRUWVWRFRQVHUYHHQGDQJHUHGVSHFLHV:HUHJUHWWKDWZHFDQQRWSURYLGH
\RXZLWKPRUHVSHFLILFSURWHFWHGVSHFLHVLQIRUPDWLRQIRU\RXUSURMHFWVLWH,I\RXKDYHTXHVWLRQV
WKDWDUHQRWDQVZHUHGE\WKHLQIRUPDWLRQRQRXUZHEVLWH\RXFDQFRQWDFW3,):2DW  
DQGDVNWRVSHDNWRWKHOHDGELRORJLVWIRUWKHLVODQGZKHUH\RXUSURMHFWLVORFDWHG







6LQFHUHO\

Digitally signed by LINDSY

ASMAN
LINDSY
ASMAN
Date: 2021.04.30 12:10:56

-10'00'








,VODQG7HDP0DQDJHU







3DFLILF,VODQGV)LVKDQG:LOGOLIH2IILFH
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Megalagrionnigrohamatum
nigrolineatum

Buteo solitarius
Gygis alba
,QVHFWV
Manduca blackburni
Megalagrion pacificum
Megalagrion xanthomelas

Pterodroma sandwichensis
Puffinus auricularis newelli
Ardenna pacificus

Gallinula galeata
sandvicensis
Himantopus mexicanuV
knudseni
Oceanodroma castro

%LUGV
Anas wyvilliana
Branta sandvicensis
Fulica alai

Eretmochelys imbricata

5HSWLOHV
Chelonia mydas

0DPPDOV
Lasiurus cinereus semotus




EDQGUXPSHGVWRUPSHWUHO
+DZDLދL'36µDNƝµDNƝ
+DZDLLDQSHWUHOµXDµX
1HZHOO¶VVKHDUZDWHUµDµR
ZHGJHWDLOHG
VKHDUZDWHUµXDµXNDQL
+DZDLLDQKDZNދLR
ZKLWHWHUQPDQXRNǌ

%ODFNEXUQ¶VVSKLQ[PRWK
3DFLILF+DZDLLDQGDPVHOIO\
RUDQJHEODFN+DZDLLDQ
GDPVHOIO\
EODFNOLQH+DZDLLDQ
GDPVHOIO\


+DZDLLDQKRDU\
EDWµǀSHµDSHµD

JUHHQVHDWXUWOHKRQX
&HQWUDO1RUWK3DFLILF
GLVWLQFWSRSXODWLRQVHJPHQW
'36 
KDZNVELOOVHDWXUWOH
KRQXµHDRUދHD

+DZDLLDQGXFNNRORD
+DZDLLDQJRRVHQƝQƝ
+DZDLLDQFRRWµDODH
NHދRNHދR
+DZDLLDQJDOOLQXOHµDODH
µXOD
+DZDLLDQVWLOWDHµR

(QFORVXUH)HGHUDO6WDWXVRI$QLPDO6SHFLHV
6FLHQWLILF1DPH
&RPPRQ1DPH
+DZDLLDQ1DPH




տ

տ

܈
܈
܈
տ
܈


7

(

(
7
(
(
(
܈
܈
܈
տ
܈
տ

܈
܈
܈
տ

(
(
7
0%7$
0%7$
0%7$

(
(
(
(


(

0D\2FFXU
,Q3URMHFW
$UHD

܈

)HGHUDO
6WDWXV

7KHWDEOHEHORZOLVWVWKHSURWHFWHGVSHFLHVPRVWOLNHO\WREHHQFRXQWHUHGE\SURMHFWV
LPSOHPHQWHGZLWKLQWKH+DZDLLDQ,VODQGV)RU\RXUJXLGDQFHZHKDYHPDUNHGVSHFLHVWKDWPD\
RFFXULQWKHYLFLQLW\RI\RXUSURMHFWWKLVOLVWLVQRWFRPSUHKHQVLYHDQGVKRXOGRQO\EHXVHGIRU
JHQHUDOJXLGDQFH

5HEHFFD&DQGLODVD

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
7

ORXOX
µHQDµHQD
GZDUIQDXSDND
µƗZLZL
µǀKDL
QRFRPPRQQDPH

Pritchardia affinis
(maideniana)
Pseudognaphalium
sandwicensium YDU
molokaiense
Scaevola coriacea
Schenkia Centaurium 
sebaeoides
Sesbania tomentosa
Tetramolopium rockii
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(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

QRFRPPRQQDPH
µƗZLNLZLNL
NDXLOD
SXµXNDµD
KDދLZDOH
QRFRPPRQQDPH
PDµRKDXKHOH
+LORLVFKDHPXP
ZDKLQHQRKRNXOD
µLKLµLKL
XKLXKL
µDLHD
&DUWHU¶V
SDQLFJUDVV
ODXµHKX
PDNRX
KDODSHSH

(
(
(

(
(

NRµRORDµXOD
µHZDKLQDKLQD

µLKL
µLKL

Abutilon menziesii
Achyranthes splendens
YDUrotundata
Bonamia menziesii
Canavalia pubescens
Colubrina oppositifolia
Cyperus trachysanthos
Cyrtandra nanawaleensis
Gouania hillebrandii
Hibiscus brackenridgei
Ischaemum byrone
Isodendrion pyrifolium
Marsilea villosa
Mezoneuron kavaiense
Nothocestrum breviflorum
Panicum faurieiYDU
carteri
Panicum niihauense
Peucedanum sandwicense
Pleomele (Chrysodracon)
hawaiiensis
Portulaca sclerocarpa
Portulaca villosa


(QFORVXUH)HGHUDO6WDWXVRI3ODQW6SHFLHV
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/RFDWLRQNH\2 2µDKX. .DXDµL0 0DXL+ LVODQGRI+DZDLµL/ /ƗQDµL0R 0RORNDµL.D .DKRµRODZH
1L 1LµLKDX/H /HKXD

Vigna o-wahuensis

5HEHFFD&DQGLODVD

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated April 30, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. The scope of your comments is acknowledged and will be incorporated into the EA process
moving forward.

Dear Ms. Asman:

Subject:

Ms. Lindsy Asman, Island Team Manager
Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
300 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 3-122
Honolulu+DZDLދL96850

10455-01
April 8, 2022

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated April 21, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. We acknowledge that WKH6WDWHRI+DZDLދL'HSDUWPHQWRI$FFRXQWLQJDQG*HQHUDO6HUYLFHV
(DAGS) has no comments to offer at this time as the project does not impact any DAGS projects or existing
facilities.

Dear Ms. Kinimaka:

Subject:

Ms. Christine L. Kinimaka, Public Works Administrator
Department of Accounting and General Services
6WDWHRI+DZDLދL
P.O. Box 119
+RQROXOX+DZDLދL10-0119

10592-01
April 8, 2022

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated May 12, 2021 ZLWKFRPPHQWVIURPWKH6WDWHRI+DZDLދL'HSDUWPHQWRI
Land and Natural Resources, Engineering Division regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA)
Early Consultation. The scope of your comments is acknowledged and will be incorporated into the EA
process moving forward.

Dear Mr. Tsuji:

Subject:

Mr. Russell Tsuji, Land Administrator
Land Division
Department of Land and Natural Resources
6WDWHRI+DZDLދL
P.O. Box 621
+RQROXOX+DZDLދL

10592-01
April 8, 2022

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated May 14, 2021 with additional FRPPHQWV IURP WKH 6WDWH RI +DZDLދL
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Land Division – +DZDLދL 'LVWULFW regarding the subject
Environmental Assessment (EA) Early Consultation. The scope of your comments is acknowledged and
will be incorporated into the EA process moving forward.

Dear Mr. Tsuji:

Subject:

Mr. Russell Tsuji, Land Administrator
Land Division
Department of Land and Natural Resources
6WDWHRI+DZDLދL
P.O. Box 621
+RQROXOX+DZDLދL

10592-01
April 8, 2022

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
Hilo, +DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated May 4, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. The scope of your comments is acknowledged and will be incorporated into the EA process
moving forward.

Dear Mr. Butay:

Subject:

Mr. Jade T. Butay, Director
Department of Transportation
6WDWHRI+DZDLދL
869 Punchbowl Street
+RQROXOX+DZDLދL-5097

10592-01
April 8, 2022

for

101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7 ā Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720-4224
(808) 961-8321 ā Fax (808) 961-8630
public_works@hawaiicounty.gov

Aupuni Center

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION FOR
HILO ABANDONED VEHICLE FACILITY DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT
HILO, ISLAND OF HAWAII
TMK: (3) 2-1-013:167 (PORTION)

RM

County of Hawai‘i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

ALAN K. THOMPSON, Acting Division Chief
Engineering Division

Should there be any questions concerning this matter, please contact Ms. Robyn Matsumoto in our
Engineering Division at (808) 961-8924.

All activities shall comply with the requirements of Hawaii County Code, Chapter 10, Erosion and
Sedimentary Control.

All development-generated runoff shall be disposed of on site and not directed toward any adjacent
properties. A drainage study shall be prepared and the recommended drainage system shall be
constructed meeting the approval of the Department of Public Works.

The subject parcel is in an area designated as Zone X on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Zone X is an area determined to be outside the
500-year floodplain.

We received the subject dated April 12, 2021 and have the following comments:

SUBJECT:

ATTN: REBECCA CANDILASA
WILSON OKAMOTO CORPORATION
1907 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET, SUITE 400
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96826
(via email to publiccomment@wilsonokamoto.com)

MAY 13, 2021

Managing Director

County of Hawai‘i

Director

Mayor

Lee E. Lord

Steven Ikaika Rodenhurst, P.E.

Mitchell D. Roth

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated May 13, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. The scope of your comments is acknowledged and will be incorporated into the EA process
moving forward.

Dear Mr. Thompson:

Subject:

Mr. Alan K. Thompson, Acting Division Chief
&RXQW\RI+DZDLދL
Department of Public Works
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720-4224

10592-01
April 8, 2022
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Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated May 7, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. The scope of your comments is acknowledged and will be incorporated into the EA process
moving forward.

Dear Mr. Adams:

Subject:

Mr. Douglass S. Adams, Director
&RXQW\RI+DZDLދL
Department of Research and Development
25 Aupuni Street, Room 1301
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720-4252

10592-01
April 8, 2022

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated May 10, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. The scope of your comments is acknowledged and will be incorporated into the EA process
moving forward.

Dear Mr. Okamoto:

Subject:

Mr. Keith K. Okamoto, P.E., Manager-Chief Engineer
&RXQW\RI+DZDLދL
Department of Water Supply
.HNǌDQDǀދD6WUHHW6XLWH
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720

10592-01
April 8, 2022

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
Hilo, +DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated April 19, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. We acknowledge that the +DZDLދL)LUH Department has no objections on the subject project.

Dear Mr. Todd:

Subject:

Mr. Kazuo S. K. L. Todd, Fire Chief
&RXQW\RI+DZDLދL
+DZDLދL)LUH'HSDUWPHQW
25 Aupuni Street, Suite 2501
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720

10592-01
April 8, 2022

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated May 12, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. The scope of your comments is acknowledged and will be incorporated into the EA process
moving forward.

Dear Mr. Kern:

Subject:

Mr. Zendo Kern, Director
Planning Department
County RI+DZDLދL
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3
+LOR+DZDLދL

10592-01
April 8, 2022

(This page intentionally left blank)

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated April 23, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. We acknowledge that the Police Department does not anticipate any significant impact to
traffic and/or public safety concerns based on the documents provided.

Dear Mr. O’Connor:

Subject:

Mr. James B. O’Connor, Assistant Police Chief
Area I Operations Bureau
&RXQW\RI+DZDLދL
Police Department
349 Kapiދolani Street
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720-3998

10592-01
April 8, 2022

Environmental Assessment Early Consultation
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLދL
Tax Map Key: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

cc:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

Mr. Gene Quiamas, Department of Environmental Management, &RXQW\RI+DZDLދL

Rebecca Candilasa
Project Manager

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the EA Early Consultation review process.

(https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/The_Environmental_Notice/2022-04-08-TEN.pdf)

Your letter, along with this response, will be reproduced and included in the forthcoming Draft EA. It is
anticipated that the Draft EA will be published and available for review in the April 8, 2022 issue of the
Environmental Review Program’s (ERP) The Environmental Notice. Please use the following link to view
the April 8, 2022 issue of the Notice:

Thank you for your letter dated April 30, 2021 regarding the subject Environmental Assessment (EA) Early
Consultation. We acknowledge that the project area is currently clear of utility gas facilities.

Dear Mr. Yamamoto:

Subject:

Mr. Keith K. Yamamoto, Manager
Engineering Department
+DZDLދL*DV
P.O. Box 3000
+RQROXOX+DZDLދL02-3000

10592-01
April 8, 2022

APPENDIX C
Draft EA Written Comments and Responses
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dŚĂŶŬǇŽƵĨŽƌƚŚĞŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇƚŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐŽŶƚŚĞƐƵďũĞĐƚƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘ĂƐĞĚŽŶƌĞǀŝĞǁŽĨƚŚĞ,ŝůŽďĂŶĚŽŶĞĚ
sĞŚŝĐůĞ&ĂĐŝůŝƚǇƌĂĨƚ͕ŚĂƐŶŽĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐĂƚƚŚŝƐƚŝŵĞ͘
WůĞĂƐĞƐĞĞŽƵƌƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐĂƚ͗
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&DE*HQHUDO&DE*HQHUDO#GRKKDZDLLJRY!
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JHQHTXLDPDV#KDZDLLFRXQW\JRY5HEHFFD&DQGLODVD
+LOR$EDQGRQHG9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\'UDIW($ $)1,6

)URP
6HQW
7R
6XEMHFW

Clean Air Branch
(808) 586-4200
cab@doh.hawaii.gov

Indoor Radiological Health Branch
(808) 586-4700

April 1, 2019

If you have questions about fugitive dust, please contact the Enforcement Section of the
Clean Air Branch

Has the potential to generate fugitive dust
You must control the generation of all airborne, visible fugitive dust. Note that construction
activities that occur near to existing residences, business, public areas and major thoroughfares
exacerbate potential dust concerns. It is recommended that a dust control management plan be
developed which identifies and mitigates all activities that may generate airborne, visible fugitive
dust. The plan, which does not require Department of Health approval, should help you
recognize and minimize potential airborne, visible fugitive dust problems.
Construction activities must comply with the provisions of Hawaii Administrative Rules, §1160.1-33 on Fugitive Dust. In addition, for cases involving mixed land use, we strongly
recommend that buffer zones be established, wherever possible, in order to alleviate potential
nuisance complaints.
You should provide reasonable measures to control airborne, visible fugitive dust from the
road areas and during the various phases of construction. These measures include, but are not
limited to, the following:
a)
Planning the different phases of construction, focusing on minimizing the amount of
airborne, visible fugitive dust-generating materials and activities, centralizing on-site
vehicular traffic routes, and locating potential dust-generating equipment in areas of the
least impact;
b)
Providing an adequate water source at the site prior to start-up of construction activities;
c)
Landscaping and providing rapid covering of bare areas, including slopes, starting from
the initial grading phase;
d)
Minimizing airborne, visible fugitive dust from shoulders and access roads;
e)
Providing reasonable dust control measures during weekends, after hours, and prior to
daily start-up of construction activities; and
f)
Controlling airborne, visible fugitive dust from debris being hauled away from the project
site.

Includes construction or demolition activities that involve asbestos
You must contact the Asbestos Abatement Office in the Indoor and Radiological Health
Branch.

Requires an Air Pollution Control Permit
You must obtain an air pollution control permit from the Clean Air Branch and comply with all
applicable conditions and requirements. If you do not know if you need an air pollution control
permit, please contact the Permitting Section of the Clean Air Branch.

If your proposed project:

Standard Comments for Land Use Reviews
Clean Air Branch
Hawaii State Department of Health

6%HUHWDQLD6WUHHW6XLWH•+RQROXOX+DZDLL••  
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0V.ULVWHQ&DVNH\(+6
&OHDQ$LU%UDQFK
+DZDLµL6WDWH'HSDUWPHQWRI+HDOWK
(PDLONULVWHQFDVNH\#GRKKDZDLLJRY

6XEMHFW
'UDIW(QYLURQPHQWDO$VVHVVPHQW
+LOR$EDQGRQHG9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\


+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLµL


70.   SRUWLRQ 

'HDU0V&DVNH\

7KDQN\RXIRU\RXUFRPPHQWVVHQWYLDHPDLORQ0D\UHJDUGLQJWKH'UDIW(QYLURQPHQWDO
$VVHVVPHQW ($ IRUWKH+LOR$EDQGRQHG9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\SURMHFW:HQRWHWKDWEDVHGRQ
UHYLHZRIWKHHilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility Draft EAWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI+HDOWK&OHDQ$LU
%UDQFK '2+&$% KDVQRIXUWKHUFRPPHQWVDWWKLVWLPH:HDOVRQRWHWKDW\RXUFRPPHQWV
LQFOXGHGDOLQNWR'2+&$%¶VVWDQGDUGFRPPHQWVZKLFKZLOOEHUHSURGXFHGLQWKH)LQDO($
ZLWK\RXUFRPPHQWV)XUWKHUZHRIIHUWKHIROORZLQJLQUHVSRQVHWR\RXUFRPPHQWV

&KDSWHU6HFWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($VWDWHVWKDWFRQVWUXFWLRQDFWLYLWLHVKDYHWKHSRWHQWLDOWR
UHVXOWLQIXJLWLYHGXVW&RQVWUXFWLRQDFWLYLWLHVPXVWFRPSO\ZLWKWKHSURYLVLRQVRI+DZDLދL
$GPLQLVWUDWLYH5XOHVRQ)XJLWLYH'XVW7KHUHIRUHDGXVWFRQWUROPDQDJHPHQWSODQ
ZLOOEHGHYHORSHGZKLFKLGHQWLILHVDQGPLWLJDWHVDOODFWLYLWLHVWKDWPD\JHQHUDWHDLUERUQHYLVLEOH
IXJLWLYHGXVW0HDVXUHVWRFRQWURODLUERUQHYLVLEOHIXJLWLYHGXVWGXULQJFRQVWUXFWLRQZLOOEH
LQFRUSRUDWHGLQWRWKHSURMHFWSODQVDQGVSHFLILFDWLRQV7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQZLOOEHLQFOXGHGLQWKH
)LQDO($

:HDSSUHFLDWH\RXUSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQWKH'UDIW($SURFHVV$FRS\RIWKLVOHWWHUZLOOEHLQFOXGHG
LQWKHIRUWKFRPLQJ)LQDO($

6LQFHUHO\
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6%HUHWDQLD6WUHHW6XLWH•+RQROXOX+DZDLL••  

HDOT-A’s previous comments during early consultation in letter STP 8.3164 dated May 4,
2021, remains valid and applicable to the proposed facility. HDOT-A requests that a copy of the
HDOT-A comments from the prior letter be included in the Final EA.

5HVSRQVH&KDSWHU6HFWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($VWDWHGWKHIROORZLQJ

On May 4, 2021, in response to an early consultation request, the State of Hawai'i
Department of Transportation (STP 8.3 164) stated, the proposed facility is
approximately 6,547 feet from the end of Runway 3 at Hilo International Airport
(ITO) and that prior to construction, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
regulation requires the submittal of FAA Form 7460-1 Notice of Proposed
Construction of alteration pursuant to Code of Federal Regulations, Title 14, Part
77.9., if the construction or alteration is within 20,000 feet of a public use or
military airport which exceeds a 100:1 surface from any point on the runway of

Airports Division (HDOT-A)




-XO\


0U-DGH7%XWD\'LUHFWRU
'HSDUWPHQWRI7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ
6WDWHRI+DZDLµL
3XQFKERZO6WUHHW
+RQROXOX+DZDLµL

$WWHQWLRQ
0U%OD\QH1LNDGR+'276WDWHZLGH7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ3ODQQLQJ2IILFH

(PDLOEOD\QHKQLNDGR#KDZDLLJRY

6XEMHFW
'UDIW(QYLURQPHQWDO$VVHVVPHQW
+LOR$EDQGRQHG9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\


+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLµL


70.   SRUWLRQ 

'HDU0U%XWD\

7KDQN\RXIRU\RXUFRPPHQWVVHQWYLDHPDLORQ0D\UHJDUGLQJWKH'UDIW(QYLURQPHQWDO
$VVHVVPHQW ($ IRUWKH+LOR$EDQGRQHG9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\SURMHFW:HRIIHUWKHIROORZLQJLQ
UHVSRQVHWR\RXUFRPPHQWV

&RPPHQW





5HEHFFD&DQGLODVD
6HQLRU3ODQQHU

FF
*HQH4XLDPDV&RXQW\RI+DZDLµL'(06ROLG:DVWH'LYLVLRQ


7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQZLOODOVREHLQFOXGHGLQWKH)LQDO($,QDGGLWLRQERWKWKH0D\HDUO\
FRQVXOWDWLRQFRPPHQWOHWWHUDQGWKH$SULOUHVSRQVHOHWWHUZLOOEHUHSURGXFHGLQWKH)LQDO
($DVUHTXLUHGE\7LWOH&KDSWHU+DZDLµL$GPLQLVWUDWLYH5XOHV +$5 'HSDUWPHQWRI
+HDOWK6WDWHRI+DZDLµL

&RPPHQW

Highways Division (HDOT-HWY)

HDOT-HWY has reviewed the subject Draft EA and based on the information provided, the
proposed project does not appear to directly or indirectly impact the State highway system.
Therefore, HDOT-HWY has no comments or objections for the subject Draft EA.

5HVSRQVH&KDSWHURIWKH)LQDO($ZLOOVWDWHEDVHGRQWKHLQIRUPDWLRQLQWKH'UDIW($WKH
SURSRVHGSURMHFWGRHVQRWDSSHDUWRGLUHFWO\RULQGLUHFWO\LPSDFWWKH6WDWHKLJKZD\V\VWHPDQG
WKH+'27+:<KDVQRFRPPHQWVRUREMHFWLRQVWRWKH'UDIW($

:HDSSUHFLDWH\RXUSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQWKH'UDIW($SURFHVV$FRS\RIWKLVOHWWHUZLOOEHLQFOXGHG
LQWKHIRUWKFRPLQJ)LQDO($

6LQFHUHO\

each airport with its longest runway more than 3,200 feet. Construction
equipment and staging area heights, including heights of temporary construction
cranes, shall be included in the submittal. Given the AV lot project site and based
on the DOT comment, the County anticipates filing a FAA Form 7460-1 with the
FAA.



0U-DGH7%XWD\
3DJH
-XO\


Draft Environmental Assessment
Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLµL
TMK: (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

Subject:

1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400 • Honolulu, Hawaii • 96826 • (808) 946-2277

The Department requests estimated maximum daily water usage calculations, prepared by a
professional engineer licensed in the State of Hawai‘i, for review and approval. After review of
the calculations, the Department will determine if the existing meter serving the parcel is
adequate to support the additional water demand or if a larger or additional meter will be
required. Should the water demand for the proposed improvements exceed the original water
allocation for the parcel, additional facilities charges will be required.

Comment 2: There is an existing water service for the East Hawai‘i Regional Sort Station,
which is located near the entrance, fronting Tax Map Key 2-1-013:150. There is an existing 12inch waterline along Ho‘olaulima Road and within the subject parcel.

Response 1: Chapter 3, Section 3.13.1 of the Draft EA will be revised to show, existing potable
water for the Hilo area come from seven (7) deep well sources which are treated and tested for
water quality, as noted in your comment.

Comment 1: Please be informed that the description of the Hilo Water System is outdated. The
water system can obtain water from seven (7) deep wells, and the surface sources are no longer
being used. There are no sub-systems within this water system. There are no industrial and
commercial sources, and sources are treated and tested for drinking water quality.

Thank you for your comments dated April 21, 2022 regarding the Draft Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility project. We offer the following in
response to your comments:

Dear Mr. Okamoto:

Mr. Ryan Quitoriano, Water Resources Planning Branch Addressee

Attention:

Mr. Keith K. Okamoto, PE, Manager and Chief Engineer
Department of Water Supply
County of Hawai‘i
345 Kekuanaoa Street, Suite 20
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720

10592-01
July 23, 2022

cc:

Gene Quiamas, County of Hawai‘i DEM Solid Waste Division

Rebecca Candilasa
Senior Planner

Sincerely,

We appreciate your participation in the Draft EA process. A copy of this letter will be included
in the forthcoming Final EA.

Estimated maximum daily water usage calculations will be prepared in the final design phase of
the project and will be submitted to DWS to determine adequacy of the existing water system to
support the additional water demand along with any additional improvements or fees that may be
required. It is assumed that any improvements to connect to the water system will occur in
previously disturbed areas. This information will be included in the Final EA.

Response 2: Thank you for the information that the County of Hawai‘i Department of Water
Supply (DWS) has water service to the East Hawai‘i Regional Sort Station (EHRSS) located
near the entrance, fronting TMK 2-1-013:150. You also mentioned that there is an existing 12inch waterline along Ho‘olaulima Road. The project area is located on a portion of TMK: 2-1013:067. Typically, the DWS allows one water service connection to each parcel although we
note that the proposed action will need to connect to water service using the same water service
as the EHRSS.

Please also be informed that any meter(s) serving the proposed project will require the
installation of a reduced principle type backflow prevention assembly within five feet of the
meter on private property, if one does not already exist. The Department must inspect and
approve the installation prior to commencement of water service.

If a larger or additional meter is required, the meter shall be located within the roadway in
accordance with the Department's Water System Standards. A waterline between the meter and
the facility would need to be installed within the parcel.

10592-01
Mr. Keith K. Okamoto
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July 23, 2022

Kupuna Moopuna
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KPFA. Comments. 5.9.22. Draft EA HILO ABANDONED VEHICLE FACILITY .pdf

Tax Map Key (TMK): (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)

Draft Environmental Assessment for the Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility

Subject:

Wilson Okamoto Corporation consultant Ms. Rebecca
Candilasa@rcandilasa@wilsonokamoto.com 1907 South Beretania Street Suite 400
Honolulu, HI 96826

County of Hawaiދi Solid Waste Division WD Acting Deputy Chief
Gene.Quiamas@hawaiicounty.gov 345 Kekuanaoދa Street Suite 41 Hilo, HI 96720

Attention:

kupuna4moopuna@gmail.com

committed to the well-being of Hawaiசi for the next generations to come

Kupuna for the Moஒopuna

May 9, 2022

SENT VIA EMAIL TO: rcandilasa@wilsonokamoto.com

SENT VIA EMAIL TO: Gene.Quiamas@hawaiicounty.gov

PDF Comments Also Attached

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

The trust doctrine provides that DHHL and the State of Hawaiދi have a fiduciary
obligation to protect all DHHL lands for the benefit of Native Hawaiian beneficiaries.
This obligation includes protecting DHHL lands from adverse impacts from

successors.

Our Panaދewa community is located in the Waiakea ahupuaދa, South Hilo District. It
includes approximately 3,200 acres owned by the Department of Hawaiian Home
Lands (DHHL) that are held in trust for Native Hawaiian beneficiaries and our

PANAދEWA HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS

page 1 – Kupuna for the Moދopuna

The impacts of the proposed action will be significant and, therefore, we believe an
Environmental Impact Statement is required and must be prepared.

community being included in stakeholder discussions.

Abandoned Vehicle Facility, South Hilo, Island of Hawaiދi, Hawaiދi. We are gravely
concerned about the proposed action being planned near our community without our

Panaދewa, Hawaiދi, are submitting our comments in response to the proposed Hilo

We, Kupuna for the Moދopuna of, a hui of kupuna Hawaiian Homestead farmers from

RE:KUPUNA FOR THE MOދOPUNA COMMENTS ON THE HILO ABANDONED
VEHICLE FACILITY, SOUTH HILO, ISLAND OF HAWAIދI, HAWAIދI

South Hilo, Island of Hawaiދi, Hawaiދi

The County landfill was placed adjacent to our community and only closed because it

page 2 – Kupuna for the Moދopuna

International Airport could be built. More Native Hawaiian families were forced to
relocate when the airport was expanded. DHHL lands are leased to non-Hawaiian
entities for industrial and other commercial uses.

Our Panaދewa community has a tragic history with DHHL and state/county agencies
allowing DHHL trust lands to be used for projects that benefit the general public at
large. Native Hawaiians were forced to relocate from their homes so that the Hilo

ADVERSE IMACTS FROM SURROUNDING USES & FACILITIES

Our Panaދewa community also consists of several unencumbered lots totaling
approximately 1,000 acres designated for residential use.

residential homes. Our residential community is comprised of approximately 394 lots.

Our agricultural community, which is within close proximity to the proposed action
location, is comprised of 285 farm lots on 1,615 acres. Most lots are occupied with

of DHHL lands and impact the use and quiet enjoyment of DHHL trust lands for
existing and future beneficiaries.

surrounding uses and opposing development that would impede future development

2.) Describe pre-assessment consultation with the Panaދewa community as

1.) Describe the manner in which the impacted residents of the nearby community of
Panaދewa were/were not notified and or consulted about this proposed action.

following:

To address our concerns regarding the Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility’s adverse
impacts to our community and other surrounding communities, please address the

HILO ADBANDONED VEHICLE FACILITY, THE PROPOSED ACTION

detrimental effects of a 2021 measure - Act 236 becoming law without Governor
Igeދs signature - putting at risk our public lands with century-long leases for
commercial industrial, resort, or government use.

community. While the bill died, our community remains vigilant. In addition, we
continue to monitor another 2022 measure that will build a permanent shooting
range/facility “somewhere” on the island of Hawaiދi. And always on our radar are the

of environmental injustices. The 2022 Hawaiދi State Legislature included a bill
proposing a connector route running directly through the heart of our homestead

It must be acknowledged that our community continues to be targeted for a piling on

community members, especially our vulnerable keiki and kupuna.

the military reservation, as well as speedsters on the main road that runs through our
community, continue to severely compromise the health and well-being of our

continue to negatively impact our community. The noise pollution from the drag strip,

designated for residential DHHL use. The nearby Keaukaha Military Reservation with
its year-round training including live ammunition and low-flying helicopters at night

County race car drag strip borders one of the large unencumbered lots that is

reached its maximum capacity. Other major land uses in the vicinity that generate
noise and odor continue. The County solid waste facilitates (transfer station, green
waste) and the Mass Transit Agency Base Yard are also near our community. The
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will be distributed to the public.

7.) Explain the plan to conduct regular air quality monitoring and how this information

6.) Explain the plans to address the airborne dispersement of toxins and the plans to
notify our community and other adjacent communities of these results.

health.

5.) Describe the mitigation measures to specifically address the release of mercury
into the atmosphere, returning back to earth endangering aquatic life and public

in our waterways.

oils, metals, and coolants that will likely end up on the ground and eventually wind up

4.) Describe the mitigation measures to address the toxic substances such as fuels,

injustices suffered by the nearby community of Panaދewa.

3.) Describe how the proposed action impacts the disproportionate environmental

stakeholders.
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taking place at a County of Hawaiދi Department of Environmental Management Solid
Waste Divisionދs abandoned vehicles program location, with two locations in Keaދau
(Shipman) and one location in Kona.

12.) Explain DEA section 5. ALTERNATIVES not considering the proposed action

11.) Explain DEA section 5. ALTERNATIVES, in detail, to include an expanded
description as to why ALTERNATIVES were not considered for this proposed action.

was only recently taken off the endangered list.

10.) Explain the impact of the proposed action on the ދio, or Hawaiian hawk (Buteo
solitarius). The ދio, the only hawk native to Hawaiދi, is prevalent in our community and

largest population is on the island of Hawaiދi.

site. The ދopeދapeދa is endemic and endangered, and carries federal protections. Its

recorded and are common in our community and properties near the proposed action

bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus). The ދopeދapeދa, a native mammal, has been

9.) Explain the impact of the proposed action on the ދopeދapeދa, or Hawaiian Hoary

likely become breeding grounds for mosquitos transmitting various diseases.
Describe the procedure for management and disposal of waste tires.

8.) Describe the mitigation measures to address automotive tires which will

Quality Control’s The EnvironmentalNoticeis May 9, 2022 while the deadline date in
the April 15, 2022 Hawaiދi Tribune Herald pictured below is May 6, 2022. Describe

18.) Explain why the deadline date for DEA comments in the Office of Environmental

17.) Explain why the first time the general public was made aware of this planned
facility was on April 15, 2022, in the Hawaiދi Tribune Herald pictured below.

16.) Explain why there is no consideration of a Hilo / South Hilo Community
Development Plan guiding the planning of the proposed action.

outdated Hawaiދi County General Plan 2005. Explain why this proposed action might
be premature and should perhaps be put on hold until the Hawaiދi County General
Plan 2040 is adopted.

15.) Explain why this proposed action is not being planned in alignment with Hawaiދi
County General Plan 2040 currently being updated, but rather, is considering the

graveyard for vehicles on limited available public trust lands.

14.) Explain how this proposed action justifies using limited valuable public trust
lands for a graveyard for abandoned vehicles. Explain the public interest in a toxic
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proposed action might be premature in light of these 4 new laws.

DEA - in light of 4 new laws. See Hawaiދi Tribune Heraldދs April 17, 2022 article
below on these 4 bills, all of which were passed by the legislature. Describe how the
proposed action complies/ does not comply with these 4 new laws. Describe how this

13.) Explain DEA section 5. ALTERNATIVES - and any other pertinent sections in the

Kupuna for the Moދopuna, kupuna4moopuna@gmail.com

Mea Kakau

Nakoދolani Warrington

Mahalo,

current plan under the Department of Environmental Management.

20.) Describe how the planned abandoned vehicle facility impacts Hawaiދi County’s

19.) Describe efforts made to seek and solicit public input for the planned abandoned
vehicle facility.
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efforts made to correct the inconsistencies in deadline dates.

K4M. Comments. 5.9.22. Draft EA HILO ADANDONED ...

page 7 – Kupuna for the Moދopuna
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-XO\


0V1DNRµRODQL:DUULQJWRQ
.XSXQDIRUWKH0RµRSXQD
(PDLONXSXQDPRRSXQD#JPDLOFRP

6XEMHFW
'UDIW(QYLURQPHQWDO$VVHVVPHQW
+LOR$EDQGRQHG9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\


+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLµL


70.   SRUWLRQ 


5HVSRQVHWR&RPPHQWV

'HDU0V:DUULQJWRQ

7KDQN\RXIRU\RXUFRPPHQWVVHQWYLDHPDLORQ0D\UHJDUGLQJWKH'UDIW(QYLURQPHQWDO
$VVHVVPHQW ($ IRUWKH+LOR$EDQGRQHG9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\SURMHFW:HQRWHWKDW\RXUOHWWHU
SURYLGHGERWKRSHQLQJUHPDUNVZLWKJHQHUDOFRPPHQWVDQGDOLVWRIVSHFLILFFRPPHQWV:H
RIIHUWKHIROORZLQJLQUHVSRQVHWR\RXUFRPPHQWVDVLWDSSHDUVZLWKLQ\RXUHPDLO

$ *HQHUDO&RPPHQWV

&RPPHQW$We, Kǌpuna for the Moұopuna of, a hui of kǌpuna Hawaiian Homestead farmers
from Panaұewa, Hawaiұi, are submitting our comments in response to the proposed Hilo
Abandoned Vehicle Facility, South Hilo, Island of Hawaiұi, Hawaiұi. We are gravely concerned
about the proposed action being planned near our community without our community being
included in stakeholder discussions.

5HVSRQVH$:HDFNQRZOHGJH\RXUFRQFHUQVDQGQRWHWKDWWKHHDUO\FRQVXOWDWLRQSURFHVVDQG
'UDIW($ZHUHSUHSDUHGZLWKWKHLQWHQWWRHQVXUHHQYLURQPHQWDOFRQFHUQVDUHJLYHQDSSURSULDWH
FRQVLGHUDWLRQLQWKHGHFLVLRQPDNLQJSURFHVVDORQJZLWKHFRQRPLFDQGWHFKQLFDOFRQVLGHUDWLRQV
DVQRWHGLQWKH3UHIDFHRIWKH'UDIW($$GGLWLRQDOO\WKHHQYLURQPHQWDOUHYLHZSURFHVVDV
SUHVFULEHGE\+DZDLµL$GPLQLVWUDWLYH5XOHV +$5 7LWOH&KDSWHUSURYLGHVD
PHFKDQLVPE\ZKLFKGHFLVLRQPDNHUVDVZHOODVWKHSXEOLFFDQEHLQIRUPHGRIDQ\SRWHQWLDO
HQYLURQPHQWDOFRQVHTXHQFHVRIDSURSRVHGDFWLRQSULRUWRGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ


ȱ

/HH/RUG

Managing Director




0LWFKHOO'5RWK
 Mayor
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Our Panaұewa community also consists of several unencumbered lots totaling approximately
1,000 acres designated for residential use.

5HVSRQVH$:HDSSUHFLDWHWKHLQIRUPDWLRQSURYLGHGUHODWHGWRWKH3DQDµHZDFRPPXQLW\DQG
'++/ODQGVORFDWHGLQSUR[LPLW\RIWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQ,Q'HFHPEHUWKH+DZDLLDQ
+RPHV&RPPLVVLRQDSSURYHGWKH3DQDµHZD5HJLRQDO3ODQ7KLVSODQZDVRQHRI
UHJLRQDOSODQVDSSURYHGDFURVVWKH6WDWHWKDWZHUHSUHSDUHGZLWKWKHKHOSRIWKH'++/3ODQQLQJ
2IILFHVWDIIDQGFRQVXOWDQWV7KHSODQQLQJSURFHVVSURYLGHGDSODWIRUPIRUEHQHILFLDULHVWRWDON
DVQHLJKERUVDQGµRKDQDDERXWWKHLUFRPPRQLVVXHVDQGFRQFHUQV7KHUHVXOWZDVDSODQWKDW

Our agricultural community, which is within close proximity to the proposed action location, is
comprised of 285 farm lots on 1,615 acres. Most lots are occupied with residential homes. Our
residential community is comprised of approximately 394 lots.



LGHQWLILHVSULRULW\SURMHFWVWKDWUHVSRQGWRLVVXHVDQGDUHDVRIFRQFHUQZLWKLQH[LVWLQJDQG
SODQQHGKRPHVWHDGDUHDV

$VQRWHGLQWKH3ODQWKH3DQDµHZD3ODQQLQJ$UHDHQFRPSDVVHVDSSUR[LPDWHO\DFUHVZLWK
GHVLJQDWHGODQGXVHVFRQVLVWLQJRI5HVLGHQWLDO+RPHVWHDG DSSUR[LPDWHO\DFUHV 
6XSSOHPHQWDO$JULFXOWXUDO+RPHVWHDG DSSUR[LPDWHO\DFUHV 6XEVLVWHQFH$JULFXOWXUH
+RPHVWHDG DSSUR[LPDWHO\DFUHV &RPPXQLW\8VH DSSUR[LPDWHO\DFUHV &RPPHUFLDO
8VH DSSUR[LPDWHO\DFUHV DQG,QGXVWULDO DSSUR[LPDWHO\DFUHV 7KH3ODQDOVRQRWHV
WKDWWKH3DQDµHZD&RPPHUFLDO,QGXVWULDOORWVJHQHUDWHWKHPRVWWUXVWUHYHQXHIURPJHQHUDOOHDVHV
RIDOO'++/UHJLRQVLQWKH6WDWH

$VVKRZQLQ)LJXUHHQFORVHGKHUHZLWKWKHSURMHFWDUHDLVQRWORFDWHGRQ'++/ODQGVDQGLV
VLWXDWHGRXWVLGHRIWKH3DQDµHZD3ODQQLQJ$UHDRQODQGFXUUHQWO\]RQHGDV*HQHUDO,QGXVWULDO
0*D E\WKH&RXQW\6HFWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($QRWHVWKDWWKHH[LVWLQJDQGSURSRVHGXVH
RIWKHSURMHFWDUHDDUHDSHUPLWWHGXVHIRUDUHDVZLWKLQWKH&RXQW\LQGXVWULDOGLVWULFW0RUHRYHU
WKH&RXQW\¶V+DZDLµL,VODQG3ODQGHVLJQDWHVWKHVXUURXQGLQJODQGIRULQGXVWULDODQGFRPPHUFLDO
XVHZKLFKLVFRPSDWLEOHZLWKWKHH[LVWLQJDQGSURSRVHGXVHRIWKHSURMHFWDUHD5HIHUWR)LJXUH
7KHSURMHFWDUHDLVDOVRVLWXDWHGEHWZHHQWKH&RUH&RPPHUFLDO,QGXVWULDOSODQQLQJVXEDUHD
ORFDWHGWRWKHZHVWDQGRXWO\LQJXQHQFXPEHUHG&RPPHUFLDO,QGXVWULDOORWVWRWKHHDVWDVVKRZQ
LQ)LJXUHVDQG%DVHGRQWKHIRUHJRLQJWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQGRHVQRWLQYROYHRSSRVLQJ
GHYHORSPHQWWKDWZRXOGLPSHGHIXWXUHGHYHORSPHQWRI'++/ODQGV,WVFRPSDWLELOLW\ZLWK
VXUURXQGLQJFRPPHUFLDODQGLQGXVWULDOODQGXVHVZLOOIXUWKHUHQVXUHWKDWWKH3DQDµHZD
&RPPHUFLDO,QGXVWULDOORWVFRQWLQXHWRJHQHUDWHPRUHWUXVWUHYHQXH

,QIRUPDWLRQSHUWDLQLQJWRWKH3DQDµHZD5HJLRQDO3ODQDQGWKH+DZDLµL,VODQG3ODQDORQJ
ZLWKWKHHQFORVHGILJXUHVZLOOEHLQFOXGHGLQ&KDSWHURIWKH)LQDO($

7KH&RXQW\¶VDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHSURJUDPUHPRYHVKXQGUHGVRIDEDQGRQHGDQGGHUHOLFWYHKLFOHV
IURPSXEOLFURDGZD\VDQGSURSHUWLHVDFURVVWKHHQWLUHLVODQGLQFOXGLQJ'++/ODQGV7KH
&RXQW\RI+DZDLދLDOVRPDQDJHVD9HKLFOH'LVSRVDO$VVLVWDQFH3URJUDP 9'$3 WRKHOS
UHJLVWHUHGYHKLFOHRZQHUVGLVSRVHRIXQZDQWHGYHKLFOHVOHJDOO\DQGSURSHUO\WRUHGXFHWKH
QXPEHURIDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHV $9 OHIWRQSXEOLFURDGZD\V7KHSURJUDPDOVRLQFOXGHV
DVVLVWDQFHIRUSURSHUW\RZQHUVWKDWKDYH$9VOHIWRQWKHLUSULYDWHSURSHUW\ZLWKRXWWKHLU
SHUPLVVLRQ7KHSURSRVHGDFWLRQFRQVLVWVRIFRQVWUXFWLQJDQHQFORVHGEXLOGLQJZLWKDSSXUWHQDQW
RQVLWHLQIUDVWUXFWXUHLPSURYHPHQWVDQGH[SDQGLQJWKHSDYHPHQWDWWKHH[LVWLQJDEDQGRQHG
YHKLFOHORWIDFLOLW\WRPHHWFXUUHQWGHPDQG7KHIDFLOLW\SUHVHQWO\IXQFWLRQVDVDORWRQO\XVHGWR
VWRUHKROGYHKLFOHVEHIRUHWKH\DUHUHFODLPHGE\WKHLURZQHUVROGDWD&RXQW\KHOGDXFWLRQRU
WDNHQRIIVLWHE\WKH&RXQW\¶VFRQWUDFWHGYHQGRUWRDVHSDUDWHSHUPLWWHGUHF\FOLQJDQGGLVSRVDO
IDFLOLW\7KLVH[LVWLQJXVHZRXOGQRWFKDQJHXQGHUWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQ7KHUHIRUHSRWHQWLDO
LPSDFWVIURPWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQDUHSULPDULO\WKRVHUHODWHGWRFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKHIDFLOLW\DQG
WKHLQIUDVWUXFWXUHUHODWHGVLWHLPSURYHPHQWVEHFDXVHWKHH[LVWLQJXVHFDSDFLW\DQGRSHUDWLRQRI
WKHIDFLOLW\ZLOOUHPDLQVXEVWDQWLDOO\WKHVDPHDVWKHH[LVWLQJFRQGLWLRQ7KH6XPPDU\RIWKH
'UDIW($VWDWHVWKHIROORZLQJ



7KH'UDIW($6XPPDU\SURYLGHVDOLVWRISDUWLHVZKRZHUHVHQWDQHDUO\FRQVXOWDWLRQOHWWHUGDWHG
$SULOZKLFKFRQWDLQHGLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHSURMHFWH[SUHVVHGWKHLQWHQWWRSUHSDUHDQ
($DQGPDGHDUHTXHVWIRUFRPPHQWV7KHOLVWLQFOXGHGWKH.HDXNDKD3DQDµHZD)DUPHUV
$VVRFLDWLRQDQGWKH3DQDµHZD+DZDLLDQ+RPHODQGV&RPPXQLW\$VVRFLDWLRQDORQJZLWKWKH
'HSDUWPHQWRI+DZDLLDQ+RPH/DQGV '++/ 2IILFHRIWKH0D\RU+DZDLµL&RXQW\'LVWULFW
+DZDLµL6WDWH/HJLVODWXUH+RXVH'LVWULFWDQG+DZDLµL6WDWH/HJLVODWXUH6HQDWH'LVWULFW
DPRQJRWKHUJRYHUQPHQWDJHQFLHVDQGJURXSVLQGLYLGXDOVZKRPD\EHUHDVRQDEO\DIIHFWHGE\
WKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQ

6HFWLRQ($(DUO\&RQVXOWDWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($VKRZVQRUHVSRQVHVRUFRPPHQWVWRWKHHDUO\
FRQVXOWDWLRQOHWWHUZHUHUHFHLYHGIURPWKRVHOLVWHGDERYH

&RPPHQW$The impacts of the proposed action will be significant and, therefore, we believe
an Environmental Impact Statement is required and must be prepared.

5HVSRQVH$3RWHQWLDOLPSDFWVRIWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQKDYHEHHQGLVFXVVHGLQ&KDSWHURIWKH
'UDIW($DQGIXUWKHUHYDOXDWHGDJDLQVWWKHVLJQLILFDQFHFULWHULDVHWIRUWKE\+$56HFWLRQ
 E $GLVFXVVLRQRIWKHVLJQLILFDQFHFULWHULDDQGWKHRYHUDOODVVHVVPHQWRIWKHSURMHFW
ZDVSURYLGHGLQ&KDSWHURIWKH'UDIW($$VGLVFXVVHGLWLVDQWLFLSDWHGWKDWWKHSURSRVHG
DFWLRQZLOOKDYHQRVLJQLILFDQWHIIHFWRQWKHHQYLURQPHQW&KDSWHURIWKH)LQDO($ZLOODOVR
LQFOXGHWKHGLVFXVVLRQRIWKHVHFULWHULDDQGDQ\UHYLVLRQVDVPD\EHQHFHVVDU\

&RPPHQW$Our Panaұewa community is located in the WaiƗkea ahupuaұa, South Hilo
District. It includes approximately 3,200 acres owned by the Department of Hawaiian Home
Lands (DHHL) that are held in trust for Native Hawaiian beneficiaries and our successors.

The trust doctrine provides that DHHL and the State of Hawaiұi have a fiduciary obligation to
protect all DHHL lands for the benefit of Native Hawaiian beneficiaries. This obligation
includes protecting DHHL lands from adverse impacts from surrounding uses and opposing
development that would impede future development of DHHL lands and impact the use and quiet
enjoyment of DHHL trust lands for existing and future beneficiaries.

DƐ͘EĂŬŽ͚ŽůĂŶŝtĂƌƌŝŶŐƚŽŶ
WĂŐĞϯ
:ƵůǇϮϯ͕ϮϬϮϮ


DƐ͘EĂŬŽ͚ŽůĂŶŝtĂƌƌŝŶŐƚŽŶ
WĂŐĞϮ
:ƵůǇϮϯ͕ϮϬϮϮ
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It must be acknowledged that our community continues to be targeted for a piling on of
environmental injustices. The 2022 Hawaiұi State Legislature included a bill proposing a
connector route running directly through the heart of our homestead community. While the bill
died, our community remains vigilant. In addition, we continue to monitor another 2022 measure
that will build a permanent shooting range/facility “somewhere” on the island of Hawaiұi. And
always on our radar are the detrimental effects of a 2021 measure - Act 236 becoming law
without Governor Igeұs signature - putting at risk our public lands with century-long leases for
commercial industrial, resort, or government use.

5HVSRQVH$:HDFNQRZOHGJH\RXUFRPPHQWVDQGZRXOGOLNHWRFODULI\WKDWWKHSURMHFWDUHD
LVQRWORFDWHGRQ'++/ODQGVDVGLVFXVVHGLQRXU5HVSRQVHWR&RPPHQW$7KHSURMHFWDUHDLV
VLWXDWHGRXWVLGHRIWKH3DQDµHZD3ODQQLQJ$UHDDVLGHQWLILHGLQ'++/¶V3DQDµHZD5HJLRQDO3ODQ
)XUWKHUPRUHWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQLVDQLQGXVWULDOXVHWKDWLVFRPSDWLEOHZLWKWKHFXUUHQW
DQGIXWXUHODQGXVHVHQYLVLRQHGIRUWKHVXUURXQGLQJDUHDVLPPHGLDWHO\DGMDFHQWWRWKHSURMHFW
VLWH


The County landfill was placed adjacent to our community and only closed because it reached its
maximum capacity. Other major land uses in the vicinity that generate noise and odor continue.
The County solid waste facilitates (transfer station, green waste) and the Mass Transit Agency
Base Yard are also near our community. The County race car drag strip borders one of the large
unencumbered lots that is designated for residential DHHL use. The nearby Keaukaha Military
Reservation with its year-round training including live ammunition and low-flying helicopters at
night continue to negatively impact our community. The noise pollution from the drag strip, the
military reservation, as well as speedsters on the main road that runs through our community,
continue to severely compromise the health and well-being of our community members,
especially our vulnerable keiki and kǌpuna.


&RPPHQW$Our Panaұewa community has a tragic history with DHHL and state/county
agencies allowing DHHL trust lands to be used for projects that benefit the general public at
large. Native Hawaiians were forced to relocate from their homes so that the Hilo International
Airport could be built. More Native Hawaiian families were forced to relocate when the airport
was expanded. DHHL lands are leased to non-Hawaiian entities for industrial and other
commercial uses.

Short-term construction-related impacts to surrounding areas include fugitive
dust, noise, and construction-related traffic. Impacts on air quality and noise
levels will be mitigated through implementation of best management practices
(BMPs) and adherence to federal, state, and county rules and regulations. Traffic
impacts will be mitigated through traffic control measures developed during the
design phase that will avoid or minimize disruptions to surrounding solid waste
management operations. Short-term construction-related impacts are anticipated
to be negligible with mitigation. In the long-term, no significant impacts are
anticipated as a result of the construction or operation of the proposed action.
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5HVSRQVH%6HHUHVSRQVHWR&RPPHQW$




7KHSURSRVHGDFWLRQLQYROYHVRQHFRPSRQHQWRIWKH&RXQW\¶VDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHSURJUDPZKLFK
EHQHILWVWKHJHQHUDOSXEOLFLQFOXGLQJWKHQDWLYH+DZDLLDQFRPPXQLW\E\SURYLGLQJDVDIHDQG
HFRQRPLFDODOWHUQDWLYHWRDEDQGRQLQJYHKLFOHVRQSXEOLFURDGZD\VDQGODQGV7KHDEDQGRQHG
YHKLFOHDQG9'$3SURJUDPVSURYLGHDEHQHILWWRWKHHQYLURQPHQWWKURXJKH[SHGLWLRXVUHPRYDO
DQGSURSHUGLVSRVDORIYHKLFOHVWKDWPD\EHPRUHGHWULPHQWDOWRWKHHQYLURQPHQWLIOHIW
XQPDQDJHG

:HDFNQRZOHGJH\RXUFRQFHUQVUHODWHGWRQRLVHDQGRGRU1RLVHDQGRGRUSURGXFHGE\
VXUURXQGLQJXVHVDUHQRWUHODWHGWRWKLVSURSRVHGSURMHFW7KH'UDIW($6HFWLRQVWDWHVQRLVH
JHQHUDWHGE\WHPSRUDU\FRQVWUXFWLRQDFWLYLWLHVZRXOGEHVLPLODULQFKDUDFWHUDQGLQWHQVLW\WRWKH
H[LVWLQJQRLVHFRQGLWLRQVDQGLVQRWDQWLFLSDWHGWRKDYHDQDGYHUVHHIIHFWRQRYHUDOOQRLVHOHYHOV
LQWKHVXUURXQGLQJDUHD$Q\SRWHQWLDOLPSDFWVZRXOGEHPLWLJDWHGE\FRPSO\LQJZLWKWKH6WDWH
'HSDUWPHQWRI+HDOWK '2+ $GPLQLVWUDWLYH5XOHV7LWOH&KDSWHU³&RPPXQLW\1RLVH
&RQWURO´UHJXODWLRQV

&RQVWUXFWLRQQRLVHZRXOGEHIXUWKHUDWWHQXDWHGE\GLVWDQFHDVWKHQHDUHVWVHQVLWLYHQRLVH
UHFHSWRUV UHVLGHQFHV DUHORFDWHGDWOHDVWIHHWDZD\IURPWKHSURMHFWDUHDDQGDUHEXIIHUHG
E\QDWXUDOO\YHJHWDWHGVZDWKVRIODQG$Q\SRWHQWLDOQRLVHLPSDFWVIURPFRQVWUXFWLRQDUH
DQWLFLSDWHGWREHQHJOLJLEOH,QWKHORQJWHUPQRLVHDVDUHVXOWRIWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQZRXOGEH
VLPLODUWRH[LVWLQJFRQGLWLRQVDQGZRXOGFRQVLVWPDLQO\RIVRXQGVIURPWKHRSHUDWLRQPRYHPHQW
DQGWRZLQJRIYHKLFOHV7RZLQJYHKLFOHVDQGKROGLQJYHKLFOHVDWWKH$9ORWZRXOGQRWJHQHUDWH
RGRULQWKHVXUURXQGLQJDUHD7KXVQRRGRULPSDFWVWKDWFRXOGDIIHFWDLUTXDOLW\DUHDQWLFLSDWHG
DVDUHVXOWRIWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQ7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQZLOOEHLQFOXGHGLQ&KDSWHU6HFWLRQ
DQG6HFWLRQRIWKH)LQDO($

% 1XPEHUHG&RPPHQWV

&RPPHQW%Describe the manner in which the impacted residents of the nearby community of
Pana‘ewa were/were not notified and or consulted about this proposed action.

5HVSRQVH%$VGLVFXVVHGLQWKHUHVSRQVHWR&RPPHQW$WKH.HDXNDKD3DQDµHZD)DUPHUV
$VVRFLDWLRQDQGWKH3DQDµHZD+DZDLLDQ+RPHODQGV&RPPXQLW\$VVRFLDWLRQZHUHLQFOXGHGLQ
WKHOLVWRIFRQVXOWHGSDUWLHVZKRZHUHVHQWDQHDUO\FRQVXOWDWLRQOHWWHUGDWHG$SULO7KH
OHWWHUFRQWDLQHGLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHSURMHFWH[SUHVVHGWKHLQWHQWWRSUHSDUHDQ($DQG
UHTXHVWHGIRUFRPPHQWV1RUHVSRQVHWRWKHHDUO\FRQVXOWDWLRQOHWWHUZDVUHFHLYHGIURPHLWKHU
WKH.HDXNDKD3DQDµHZD)DUPHUV$VVRFLDWLRQQRUWKH3DQDµHZD+DZDLLDQ+RPHODQGV
&RPPXQLW\$VVRFLDWLRQ

&RPPHQW%Describe the pre-assessment consultation with the Pana‘ewa community as
stakeholders.
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7KXVWKHUHVKRXOGEHQRUHOHDVHRIPHUFXU\IURPWKHYHKLFOHVRQWKHSURMHFWVLWH7KLV
LQIRUPDWLRQZLOOEHLQFOXGHGLQ&KDSWHU6HFWLRQRIWKH)LQDO($

&RPPHQW%Explain the plans to address the airborne dispersement of toxins and the plans to
notify our community and other adjacent communities of these results.

&RPPHQW%Describe how the proposed action impacts the disproportionate environmental
injustices suffered by the nearby community of Pana‘ewa.

5HVSRQVH%7KHQHDUHVWUHVLGHQFHVLQWKH3DQDµHZDFRPPXQLW\DUHDSSUR[LPDWHO\IHHW
RUPRUHDZD\IURPWKHSURMHFWDUHD3RWHQWLDOLPSDFWVDVDUHVXOWRIWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQDUH
DQWLFLSDWHGWREHQHJOLJLEOHDWWKLVGLVWDQFH)XUWKHUPRUHWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQLQYROYHVRQH
FRPSRQHQWRIWKH&RXQW\¶VDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHSURJUDP2WKHUSURJUDPFRPSRQHQWVLQFOXGLQJ
VDOYDJLQJDQGPHWDOUHF\FOLQJRSHUDWLRQVSHUIRUPHGE\FRQWUDFWHGYHQGRUVRFFXUHOVHZKHUHRQ
WKHLVODQGDWVLWHVSHUPLWWHGE\WKH'2+

&RPPHQW%Describe the mitigation measures to address the toxic substances such as fuels,
oils, metals, and coolants that will likely end up on the ground and eventually wind up in our
waterways.

5HVSRQVH%:HZRXOGOLNHWRFODULI\WKDWDKD]DUGRXVVXEVWDQFH KD]DUGRXVZDVWH LVQRW
H[DFWO\WKHVDPHDVDWR[LFVXEVWDQFH WR[LFZDVWH $FFRUGLQJWRWKH(QYLURQPHQWDO3URWHFWLRQ
$JHQF\ (3$ KD]DUGRXVZDVWHLVZDVWHWKDWLVFRUURVLYHIODPPDEOHUHDFWLYHRUWR[LF
+RZHYHUWR[LFZDVWHLVPXFKPRUHVSHFLILFDQGLVRQO\ZDVWHWKDWLVKDUPIXORUIDWDOWROLYLQJ
RUJDQLVPVZKHQDEVRUEHGRULQJHVWHG:HXQGHUVWDQG\RXUFRPPHQWWRUHIHUWRPLWLJDWLRQ
PHDVXUHVWKDWDGGUHVVVXEVWDQFHVWKDWPD\EHWR[LFZKHQLWVDEVRUEHGRULQJHVWHGWKURXJKWKH
JURXQGDLURUZDWHU7KHSURSRVHGSURMHFWDQGRSHUDWLRQRIWKH$9ORWZRXOGQRWUHVXOWLQWKH
JHQHUDWLRQRIWR[LFZDVWH

7KH&RXQW\DQGLWVFRQWUDFWHGYHQGRUVPXVWFRPSO\ZLWKWKHFRQGLWLRQVRID6ROLG:DVWH
0DQDJHPHQW3HUPLW 6:03 LVVXHGE\WKH6WDWH'HSDUWPHQWRI+HDOWK3XUVXDQWWRWKHSHUPLW
FRQGLWLRQVPHDVXUHVPXVWEHWDNHQWRSUHYHQWYHKLFOHIOXLGVDQGVSLOOVIURPEHLQJGLVFKDUJHGRU
DOORZHGWRHQWHUZDWHUZD\VGUDLQDJHV\VWHPVZDVWHZDWHUV\VWHPVRURQWRWKHJURXQG6XFK
PHDVXUHVLQFOXGHEXWDUHQRWOLPLWHGWRWKHXVHRIVSLOOSDQVVWUXFWXUDOFDWFKPHQWV\VWHPV
DQGRUDEVRUEHQWPDWHULDOV9HKLFOHIOXLGVIURPVSLOOVDQGOHDNVPXVWWKHQEHPDQDJHGLQ
DFFRUGDQFHZLWKDSSOLFDEOHIHGHUDOVWDWHDQGORFDOUXOHVDQGRUGLQDQFHV7KHVHPHDVXUHVKHOSWR
DYRLGRUPLQLPL]HWKHDEVRUSWLRQRULQJHVWLRQRIWKHVWDWHGVXEVWDQFHVWKURXJKWKHJURXQGDLURU
ZDWHU)XUWKHUPRUHWKH6:03IRUWKH+LORDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHIDFLOLW\RQO\DOORZVIRUWKH
RSHUDWLRQRIDZDVWHYHKLFOHVWRUDJHIDFLOLW\1RSURFHVVLQJGLVPDQWOLQJVDOYDJLQJRU
FUXVKLQJEDOLQJRSHUDWLRQVRFFXUZLWKLQWKHSURMHFWDUHDLQFRPSOLDQFHZLWKWKH'2+DSSURYHG
SHUPLW

7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQZLOOEHLQFOXGHGLQ&KDSWHUVDQGRIWKH)LQDO($

&RPPHQW%Describe the mitigation measures to specifically address the release of mercury
into the atmosphere, returning back to earth endangering aquatic life and public health.

5HVSRQVH%9HKLFOHVSULPDULO\FRQWDLQPHUFXU\LQWKHKRRGDQGWUXQNOLJKWLQJVZLWFKHVDQG
DQWLORFNEUDNLQJV\VWHPV7KHDPRXQWRIPHUFXU\LVHTXLYDOHQWWRWKHDPRXQWRIPHUFXU\IRXQG
LQKRXVHKROGIHYHUWKHUPRPHWHUV7KHH[LVWLQJDQGDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHVWRZHGWRWKHSURMHFWVLWH
UHPDLQLQWUDFWZKLOHDWWKHIDFLOLW\1RGLVPDQWOLQJRIYHKLFOHVWDNHVSODFHRQWKHSURMHFWVLWH
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5HVSRQVH%7KH'UDIW($&KDSWHU6HFWLRQGHVFULEHVWKH6WDWH'2+DLUTXDOLW\
PRQLWRULQJSURJUDPDQGWKHYDULRXVPRQLWRUHGSROOXWDQWVDWHDFKVLWH7KHSURMHFWDUHDLVQRW
VKRZQDVD'2+PRQLWRULQJORFDWLRQ7KH'2+LVVXHVDQDQQXDOUHSRUWWKDWLVDYDLODEOHWRWKH
SXEOLF

&RPPHQW%Describe the mitigation measures to address automotive tires which will likely
become breeding grounds for mosquitos transmitting various diseases. Describe the procedure
for management and disposal of waste tires.

5HVSRQVH%1RRWKHUVROLGZDVWHVLQFOXGLQJDXWRPRELOHWLUHVDQGEDWWHULHVDUHDFFHSWHGDW
WKH+LORDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHIDFLOLW\SXUVXDQWWRWKHFRQGLWLRQVRIWKH6:03,IWKHUHDUHORRVH
WLUHVLQWKHLPPHGLDWHYLFLQLW\RIDQDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHEHLQJSLFNHGXSWKRVHWLUHVDUHDOVR
SLFNHGXSDQGWHPSRUDULO\VWRUHGDWWKH&RXQW\¶V+LOR%DVH\DUGXQWLOWKH\DUHSLFNHGXSE\D
FRQWUDFWHGYHQGRUIRUSURSHUGLVSRVDO7KHWLUHVDUHVWRUHGXQGHUFRYHUWRDYRLGWKHFROOHFWLRQRI
UDLQZDWHUWKDWPLJKWVHUYHDVEUHHGLQJJURXQGVIRUPRVTXLWRV7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQZLOOEHLQFOXGHG
LQ&KDSWHU6HFWLRQRIWKH)LQDO($




5HVSRQVH%7KHGLVSHUVLRQRIDLUERUQHWR[LQVDWOHYHOVLQH[FHHGDQFHRIUHJXODWHGTXDQWLWLHV
LVQRWDQWLFLSDWHGXQGHUWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQ$VPHQWLRQHGLQWKHUHVSRQVHWR&RPPHQW%QR
SURFHVVLQJGLVPDQWOLQJVDOYDJLQJRUFUXVKLQJEDOLQJRSHUDWLRQVRFFXUZLWKLQWKHSURMHFWDUHDLQ
FRPSOLDQFHZLWKWKH'2+DSSURYHGSHUPLWIRUWKH$9ORW$FWLYLWLHVDWWKHVLWHDUHOLPLWHGWR
WKHVWRUDJHRIGHUHOLFWYHKLFOHVXQWLOWKH\DUHUHFODLPHGE\WKHLURZQHUVROGDWD&RXQW\KHOG
DXFWLRQRUWDNHQRIIVLWHE\WKH&RXQW\¶VFRQWUDFWHGYHQGRUWRDVHSDUDWHSHUPLWWHGUHF\FOLQJ
DQGGLVSRVDOIDFLOLW\

1RQHWKHOHVVWKHDSSURYHG'2+SHUPLWVWLSXODWHVWKDWWKH&RXQW\PXVWQRWLI\'2+ZKHQHYHU
WKHUHDUHLQFLGHQWVVXFKDVILUHH[SORVLRQRUUHOHDVHRIUHJXODWHGPDWHULDOZDVWHZKLFKFRXOG
WKUHDWHQKXPDQKHDOWKRUWKHHQYLURQPHQW LHDLUVRLORUVXUIDFHDQGVXEVXUIDFHZDWHUV 
,QLWLDOQRWLILFDWLRQLVE\SKRQHZLWKLQHLJKW  KRXUVDQGQRPRUHWKDQWZHQW\IRXU  KRXUV
7KLVLQLWLDOQRWLILFDWLRQLVIROORZHGXSZLWKDUHSRUWSUHSDUHGE\DQ(QYLURQPHQWDO&RPSOLDQFH
2IILFHURURWKHUUHVSRQVLEOHRIILFLDODQGVXEPLWWHGWR'2+ZKRLVWKHQUHVSRQVLEOHIRUQRWLI\LQJ
DIIHFWHGPHPEHUVRIWKHSXEOLF7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQZLOOEHLQFOXGHGLQWKH)LQDO($

&RPPHQW%Explain the plan to conduct regular air quality monitoring and how this
information will be distributed to the public.
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5HVSRQVH%7KHSXUSRVHDQGQHHGRIWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQLVGLVFXVVHGLQ&KDSWHU6HFWLRQ
RIWKH'UDIW($+DZDLދL$GPLQLVWUDWLYH5XOHVUHTXLUHVDQHQYLURQPHQWDO
DVVHVVPHQWWRLGHQWLI\DQGFRQVLGHUUHDVRQDEOHDOWHUQDWLYHPHDQVWRUHDOL]HWKHSXUSRVHDQGQHHG
RIWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQLQDGGLWLRQWRDQRDFWLRQDOWHUQDWLYH5HGXFLQJWKHSUHYDOHQFHRI
DEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHVZRXOGQRWPHHWWKHSXUSRVHDQGQHHGRIWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQDVWKHUHZLOO
DOZD\VEHVRPHOHYHORIDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHV$GGLWLRQDOO\WKLVDSSURDFKZRXOGUHTXLUH
DGGUHVVLQJH[WHUQDOIDFWRUVVXFKDVVRFLRHFRQRPLFFRQGLWLRQVRUSXEOLFSROLF\ZKLFKDUHEH\RQG
'(0¶VFRQWURO)RUWKRVHUHDVRQVDOWHUQDWLYHVWRUHGXFHWKHSUHYDOHQFHRIDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHV
ZHUHQRWFRQVLGHUHGDVUHDVRQDEOHDOWHUQDWLYHVWRWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQ+RZHYHUWKHGLVFXVVLRQ
LQ&KDSWHURIWKH'UDIW($KDVEHHQH[SDQGHGWRGLVFXVVZK\RWKHUGHVLJQDOWHUQDWLYHVZHUH
FRQVLGHUHGEXWGLVPLVVHG$QDOWHUQDWLYHIRUDQHZDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHIDFLOLW\ORFDWLRQRQ
DQRWKHUSURSHUW\LQ(DVW+DZDLµLZLOODOVREHGLVFXVVHGLQWKH)LQDO($

&RPPHQW%Explain the impact of the proposed action on the ‘ope‘ape‘a, or Hawaiian Hoary
bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus). The ‘ope‘ape‘a, a native mammal, has been recorded and are
common in our community and properties near the proposed action site. The ‘ope‘aope‘a is
endemic and endangered, and carries federal protections. Its largest population is on the island
of Hawai‘i.

5HVSRQVH%&KDSWHU6HFWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($GLVFXVVHGWKHIDXQDWKDWPD\RFFXU
ZLWKLQWKHSURMHFWDUHDDQGLQWKHYLFLQLW\LQFOXGLQJLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJWKH+DZDLLDQKRDU\
EDW Lasiurus cinereus semotus 7KH'UDIW($VWDWHGGXHWRQRLVHDQGGLVWXUEDQFHLQWKH
YLFLQLW\RIWKHSURMHFWDUHDDORQJZLWKDODFNRIWDOOQDWLYHWUHHVLWLVXQOLNHO\WKDWWKH+DZDLLDQ
KRDU\EDWQHVWVZLWKLQWKHSURMHFWDUHD1RQHWKHOHVVPLWLJDWLRQPHDVXUHVWRDYRLGRUPLQLPL]H
LPSDFWVWRWKH+DZDLLDQKRDU\EDWDUHSODQQHGWREHLPSOHPHQWHG

7RDYRLGRUPLQLPL]HLPSDFWVWRWKH+DZDLLDQKRDU\EDWZRRG\SODQWVJUHDWHUWKDQIHHWWDOO
ZRXOGQRWEHUHPRYHGRUWULPPHGGXULQJWKH+DZDLLDQKRDU\EDWEUHHGLQJVHDVRQ -XQHWR
6HSWHPEHU DQGEDUEHGZLUHZRXOGDOVRQRWEHXVHGIRUIHQFLQJWRSURWHFWORZIO\LQJIRUDJLQJ
EDWV7KHVHPHDVXUHVZLOOEHLQFRUSRUDWHGLQWRWKHSURMHFWSODQVDQGVSHFLILFDWLRQVWKDWWKH
FRQWUDFWRUPXVWDGKHUHWR7KH)LQDO($ZLOOLQFOXGHWKHLQIRUPDWLRQIURPWKH'UDIW($

&RPPHQW%Explain the impact of the proposed action on the ‘io, or Hawaiian hawk (Buteo
solitarius). The ‘io, the only hawk native to Hawai‘i, is prevalent in our community and was
only recently taken off the endangered list.

5HVSRQVH%&KDSWHU6HFWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($GLVFXVVHGWKHIDXQDWKDWPD\RFFXU
ZLWKLQWKHSURMHFWDUHDDQGLQWKHYLFLQLW\LQFOXGLQJLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJWKH+DZDLLDQKDZN
Buteo solitaries 7KH'UDIW($VWDWHGGXHWRQRLVHDQGGLVWXUEDQFHLQWKHYLFLQLW\RIWKH
SURMHFWDUHDDORQJZLWKDODFNRIWDOOQDWLYHWUHHVLWLVXQOLNHO\WKDWWKH+DZDLLDQKDZNQHVWV
ZLWKLQWKHSURMHFWDUHD1RQHWKHOHVVPLWLJDWLRQPHDVXUHVWRDYRLGRUPLQLPL]HLPSDFWVWRWKH
+DZDLLDQKDZNDUHSODQQHGWREHLPSOHPHQWHG

7RDYRLGRUPLQLPL]HLPSDFWVWRWKH+DZDLLDQKDZNFRQVWUXFWLRQDFWLYLWLHVDVZHOODVEUXVKDQG
WUHHFOHDULQJDFWLYLWLHVZRXOGEHDYRLGHGGXULQJWKHLUEUHHGLQJVHDVRQ 0DUFKWKURXJK
6HSWHPEHU ,IWKHSURMHFWVLWHPXVWEHFOHDUHGGXULQJWKHµLREUHHGLQJVHDVRQDQHVWVHDUFKRIWKH
DUHDZLOOEHFRQGXFWHGE\DTXDOLILHGELRORJLVWLPPHGLDWHO\SULRUWRWKHVWDUWRIWKHSURSRVHG
DFWLYLWLHV3UHGLVWXUEDQFHVXUYH\V YDOLGIRUGD\V VKRXOGHQVXUHWKDWWKHSURSRVHGDFWLYLWLHV
ZRXOGQRWRFFXUZLWKLQIHHWRIDQ\DFWLYH+DZDLLDQKDZNQHVWGXULQJWKHEUHHGLQJVHDVRQ
XQWLOWKH\RXQJKDYHIOHGJHG1RWULPPLQJRUFXWWLQJWUHHVFRQWDLQLQJDKDZNQHVWZRXOGEH
DOORZHGDVQHVWVPD\EHUHXVHGGXULQJFRQVHFXWLYHEUHHGLQJVHDVRQV7KH)LQDO($ZLOOLQFOXGH
WKHLQIRUPDWLRQIURPWKH'UDIW($

&RPPHQW%Explain DEA section 5. ALTERNATIVES, in detail, to include an expanded
description as to why ALTERNATIVES were not considered for this proposed action.
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&RPPHQW%Explain DEA section 5. ALTERNATIVES not considering the proposed action
taking place at a County of Hawai‘i Department of Environmental Management Solid Waste
Division’s abandoned vehicles program location, with two locations in Kea‘au (Shipman) and
one location in Kona.

5HVSRQVH%7RFODULI\WKHWZRORFDWLRQVLQ.HDµDX 6KLSPDQ DQGRQHORFDWLRQLQ.RQDDUH
SHUPLWWHGVFUDSPHWDOIDFLOLWLHVWKDWDUHSULYDWHO\RZQHGDQGRSHUDWHG7KHVHIDFLOLWLHVDUH
SHUPLWWHGGLVSRVDOIDFLOLWLHVWKDWSHUIRUPSURFHVVLQJVDOYDJLQJDQGFUXVKLQJEDOLQJDFWLYLWLHV
DVVRFLDWHGZLWKDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHV3URFHVVLQJPHDQVSUHSDULQJDZDVWHDXWRPRELOHIRU
UHF\FOLQJE\UHPRYLQJSDUWVLQFOXGLQJEXWQRWOLPLWHGWREDWWHULHVDQGWLUHVRUGUDLQLQJIOXLGV
7KH'UDIW($GLGQRWFRQVLGHUWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQWDNLQJSODFHDWWKHVHORFDWLRQVEHFDXVHWKHVH
IDFLOLWLHVDUHSULYDWHO\RZQHGDQGZRXOGQRWKDYHWKHFDSDFLW\WRVWRUHYHKLFOHV6LPLODUO\WKH
H[LVWLQJ$9ORWLQ3XµXDQDKXOXLVXVHGWRKROGYHKLFOHVIURPWKHZHVWHUQSRUWLRQRIWKHLVODQG
DQGDVVXFKZRXOGQRWEHFRQVLGHUHGDIHDVLEOHDOWHUQDWLYHWRWKH+LORIDFLOLW\&KDSWHURIWKH
)LQDO($ZLOOEHXSGDWHGWRLQFOXGHHYDOXDWLRQRIDQDOWHUQDWLYHIRUDQHZDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOH
IDFLOLW\ORFDWLRQRQDQRWKHUSURSHUW\LQ(DVW+DZDLµL

&RPPHQW%Explain DEA section 5. ALTERNATIVES – and any other pertinent sections in
the DEA – in light of 4 new laws. See Hawai‘i Tribune Herald’s April 17, 2022 article below on
these 4 bills, all of which were passed by the legislature. Describe how the proposed action
complies/ does not comply with these 4 new laws. Describe how this proposed action might be
premature in light of these 4 new laws.

5HVSRQVH%&KDSWHU6HFWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($GLVFXVVHVWKHELOOVUHIHUHQFHGLQ\RXU
FRPPHQW:HQRWHWKDWWKHVHELOOVKDGQRWEHHQDGRSWHGDWWKHWLPHWKH'UDIW($ZDVSUHSDUHG
7KH)LQDO($ZLOOLQFOXGHLQIRUPDWLRQUHJDUGLQJWKHDGRSWLRQRIWKHELOOV+RZHYHUDVQRWHGLQ
6HFWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($QRQHRIWKHELOOVDUHDQWLFLSDWHGWRVXEVWDQWLDOO\DIIHFWWKHQHHGIRU
WKHSURMHFW,WLVH[SHFWHGWKHUHZLOOVWLOOEHDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHVHYHQDIWHUDGRSWLRQRIWKHELOOV
DQGWKXVDQHHGIRUWKHDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHSURJUDPDQGDIDFLOLW\WRVWRUHDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHV
XQWLOWKH\DUHUHFODLPHGE\WKHLURZQHUVVROGDWD&RXQW\KHOGDXFWLRQRUUHF\FOHGDQGGLVSRVHG
DWWKHSHUPLWWHGYHKLFOHGLVSRVDOIDFLOLW\7KHUHIRUHWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQZRXOGVWLOOEHQHHGHG
$GGLWLRQDOO\WKHQHZ6)EXLOGLQJZLOOSURYLGHDVHFXUHIDFLOLW\WRSUHYHQWWKHIWDQG
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5HVSRQVH%7KH+LOR&RPPXQLW\'HYHORSPHQW3ODQZDVDGRSWHGRQ0D\RU
\HDUVDJR6LPLODUWRWKH*HQHUDO3ODQDQXSGDWHGFRPPXQLW\GHYHORSPHQWSODQLVEHLQJ
SUHSDUHGDQGKDVQRWEHHQDGRSWHGE\WKH&RXQW\&RXQFLO,WVKRXOGEHQRWHGWKDWWKHJRDOVDQG
REMHFWLYHVRXWOLQHGLQWKH+LOR&RPPXQLW\'HYHORSPHQW3ODQDUHOLNHO\QRWUHIOHFWLYHRIWKH
FXUUHQWJRDOVDQGREMHFWLYHVRIWKH+LORFRPPXQLW\JLYHQWKHDJHRIWKHFXUUHQWO\DGRSWHG
GRFXPHQWZKLFKKDVIDUVXUSDVVHGWKHSODQQLQJKRUL]RQVLWFRYHUHG1HYHUWKHOHVV&KDSWHURI
WKH)LQDO($ZLOOLQFOXGHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKH+LOR&RPPXQLW\'HYHORSPHQW3ODQ

&RPPHQW%Explain why the first time the general public was made aware of this planned
facility was on April 15, 2022, in the Hawai‘i Tribune Herald pictured below.

5HVSRQVH%$VRXWOLQHGLQWKH6XPPDU\DQG&KDSWHURIWKH'UDIW($FRPPHQWVDERXWWKH
SURSRVHGDFWLRQZHUHVROLFLWHGIURPDQXPEHURIIHGHUDO6WDWHRI+DZDLµLDQG&RXQW\RI
+DZDLµLDJHQFLHVDORQJZLWKHOHFWHGRIILFLDOVXWLOLW\FRPSDQLHVDQGRWKHULQWHUHVWHGSDUWLHVDQG
LQGLYLGXDOVRIWKHJHQHUDOSXEOLF7KHVHSDUWLHVZHUHVHQWDQHDUO\FRQVXOWDWLRQOHWWHUGDWHG$SULO
WKDWFRQWDLQHGLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHSURMHFWH[SUHVVHGWKHLQWHQWWRSUHSDUHDQ($DQG
LQFOXGHGDUHTXHVWIRUFRPPHQWV7KHSDUWLHVWKDWSURYLGHGDUHVSRQVHDUHDOVRLGHQWLILHGLQWKH
'UDIW($,QIRUPDWLRQLQWKH'UDIW($ZLOODOVREHLQFOXGHGLQWKH)LQDO($

&RPPHQW%Explain why the deadline date for DEA comments in the Office of
Environmental Quality Control’s 7KH(QYLURQPHQWDO1RWLFH is May 9, 2022 while the deadline
date in the April 15, 2022 Hawai‘i Tribune Herald pictured below is May 6, 2022. Describe
efforts made to correct the inconsistencies in deadline dates.

5HVSRQVH%7KHGHDGOLQHGDWHIRUFRPPHQWVRQWKH'UDIW($LVIRXQGLQThe Environmental
Notice LVVXHGE\WKH2IILFHRI3ODQQLQJDQG6XVWDLQDEOH'HYHORSPHQW 236' (QYLURQPHQWDO
5HYLHZ3URJUDP (53 7KH+DZDLµL7ULEXQH+HUDOGZRXOGQHHGWREHFRQVXOWHGUHJDUGLQJ
LQIRUPDWLRQLQWKHLUSXEOLFDWLRQ&RPPHQWVIRUWKLV'UDIW($ZHUHDFFHSWHGXSXQWLOWKH0D\
GHDGOLQH:HQRWHWKDWQRDGGLWLRQDOFRPPHQWVZHUHUHFHLYHGRQWKH'UDIW($DIWHUWKDW
GDWH

&RPPHQW%Describe efforts made to seek and solicit public input for the planned
abandoned vehicle facility.

5HVSRQVH%7KH'UDIW($ZDVSXEOLVKHGLQWKH$SULOLVVXHRIThe Environmental
NoticeZKLFKLVPDGHDYDLODEOHWRWKHSXEOLFRQWKHWKDQGUGRIHYHU\PRQWK3XEOLFDWLRQRI
WKH'UDIW($LVIROORZHGE\DGD\SXEOLFUHYLHZSHULRGGXULQJZKLFKWKHSXEOLFPD\SURYLGH
LQSXWDQGFRPPHQWVRQWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQ7KHHQYLURQPHQWDOUHYLHZSURFHVVDVSUHVFULEHGE\
+$57LWOH&KDSWHUSURYLGHVDPHFKDQLVPE\ZKLFKGHFLVLRQPDNHUVDVZHOODVWKH
SXEOLFFDQEHLQIRUPHGRIDQ\SRWHQWLDOHQYLURQPHQWDOFRQVHTXHQFHVRIDSURSRVHGDFWLRQSULRU
WRGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ

&RPPHQW%Describe how the planned abandoned vehicle facility impacts Hawai‘i County’s
current plan under the Department of Environmental Management.


YDQGDOLVPRIYHKLFOHVWKDWDUHEHLQJKHOGIRUDXFWLRQ:LWKRXWWKHQHZEXLOGLQJYHKLFOHVDUH
VXEMHFWWRUHPRYDORISDUWVRURWKHUYDQGDOLVPZKLFKUHGXFHVWKHLUYDOXHDWDXFWLRQVDQGUHGXFHV
WKHDPRXQWRIPRQH\WKDWJRHVEDFNLQWRRSHUDWLQJWKHDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHSURJUDP7KLV
LQIRUPDWLRQZLOOEHLQFOXGHGLQ&KDSWHU6HFWLRQRIWKH)LQDO($

&RPPHQW%Explain how this proposed action justifies using limited valuable public trust
lands for a graveyard for abandoned vehicles. Explain the public interest in a toxic graveyard
for vehicles on limited available public trust lands.

5HVSRQVH%&KDSWHU6HFWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($VWDWHVWKDWLQDGGLWLRQWREHLQJDSXEOLF
QXLVDQFHDQGH\HVRUHDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHVFDQSRVHWUDIILFVDIHW\DQGHQYLURQPHQWDOKD]DUGV
DQGSUHVHQWDULVNWRSXEOLFKHDOWK7KHSURSRVHGDFWLRQLQYROYHVRQHFRPSRQHQWRIWKH&RXQW\¶V
DEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHSURJUDPZKLFKEHQHILWVWKHJHQHUDOSXEOLFE\SURYLGLQJDVDIHDQG
HFRQRPLFDODOWHUQDWLYHWRDEDQGRQLQJYHKLFOHVRQSXEOLFURDGZD\VDQGODQGV7KHSURJUDPDOVR
SURYLGHVDEHQHILWWRWKHHQYLURQPHQWWKURXJKH[SHGLWLRXVUHPRYDODQGSURSHUGLVSRVDORI
YHKLFOHVWKDWPD\EHPRUHGHWULPHQWDOWRWKHHQYLURQPHQWLIOHIWXQPDQDJHG

)XUWKHUDVVWDWHGLQ&KDSWHU6HFWLRQWKHH[LVWLQJDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHORWRFFXSLHVDERXW
DFUHZLWKLQDDFUHSDUFHODQGVXUURXQGLQJDUHDVWKDWZHUHIRUPHUO\XVHGIRU
URFNTXDUU\PLQLQJRSHUDWLRQV7KHVTXDUHIRRWVLQJOHVWRU\SUHHQJLQHHUHGEXLOGLQJDQG
VSDFHIRUDGGLWLRQDODEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHVWRUDJHLVRQO\DQWLFLSDWHGWRRFFXS\XSWRDQDGGLWLRQDO
DFUHDUHDZLWKLQWKHDFUHSDUFHO0RUHRYHUDVVWDWHGLQWKH'UDIW($WKH$9ORWLV
XVHGWRVWRUHDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHVXQWLOWKH\DUHUHFODLPHGE\WKHLURZQHUVVROGDWD&RXQW\KHOG
DXFWLRQRUUHF\FOHGDQGGLVSRVHGDWWKHSHUPLWWHGYHKLFOHGLVSRVDOIDFLOLW\

&RPPHQW%Explain why this proposed action is not being planned in alignment with
Hawai‘i County General Plan 2040 currently being updated, but rather, is considering the
outdated Hawai‘i County General Plan 2005. Explain why this proposed action might be
premature and should perhaps be put on hold until the Hawai‘i County General Plan 2040 is
adopted.

5HVSRQVH%7KH'UDIW($&KDSWHU6HFWLRQVWDWHVWKDWWKH3ODQQLQJ'HSDUWPHQW
LVVXHGWKHILUVWGUDIW*HQHUDO3ODQLQ$XJXVW7KHSXUSRVHRIWKHGUDIWZDVWRVROLFLW
IHHGEDFNIURPWKHSXEOLFRUJDQL]DWLRQVDQGDJHQFLHV7KHJDWKHUHGLQIRUPDWLRQZLOOEH
FRPSOLHGWRIRUPWKHEDVLVIRUUHYLVLRQVWRWKHGUDIW*HQHUDO3ODQSULRUWRVXEPLVVLRQWRWKH
3ODQQLQJ&RPPLVVLRQDQGWKH&RXQW\&RXQFLO7RGDWHVLQFHWKDWSURFHVVKDVQRWEHHQ
FRPSOHWHGWKHH[LVWLQJ*HQHUDO3ODQDGRSWHGE\WKH+DZDLދL&RXQW\&RXQFLOLQ)HEUXDU\
DPHQGHGLQ'HFHPEHU UHPDLQVLQHIIHFWDQGVHUYHVDVWKHRYHUDOOSODQQLQJGRFXPHQW
RXWOLQLQJWKHORQJUDQJHFRPSUHKHQVLYHGHYHORSPHQWRI+DZDLދL,VODQG7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQIURP
WKH'UDIW($ZLOODOVREHLQFOXGHGLQWKH)LQDO($

&RPPHQW%Explain why there is no consideration of a Hilo / South Hilo Community
Development Plan guiding the planning of the proposed action.
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Project Site

Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
South Hilo, Hawai‘i Island, Hawai‘i

FIGURE 4-4
Pana‘ewa Regional Plan – Planning Area

Source: Pana‘ewa Regional
Plan 2016, DHHL

Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
South Hilo, Hawai‘i Island, Hawai‘i

Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
South Hilo, Hawai‘i Island, Hawai‘i

Source: Pana‘ewa Regional
Plan 2016, DHHL

FIGURE 4-6
Pana‘ewa Regional Plan – Planning Sub-Areas

Source: Pana‘ewa Regional
Plan 2016, DHHL

Project Site

FIGURE 4-5
DHHL Hawai‘i Island Plan Land Use Designation

Project Site

Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
South Hilo, Hawai‘i Island, Hawai‘i

FIGURE 4-7
Pana‘ewa Regional Plan – Land Dispositions

Source: Pana‘ewa Regional
Plan 2016, DHHL

Project Site
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representative organization for our beneficiary community.

KPFA is also recognized by the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands as the

Department of the Interior, 43 CFR 47.10 and 48.6.

Hawaiian Home Lands Recovery Act, 109 Stat.537, and we are registered with the U.S.

Commission Act Beneficiary Association controlled by beneficiaries, as defined by the

acres of Hawaiian Home Land Trust land in Panaʻewa. We are a Hawaiian Homes

The Keaukaha Panaʻewa Farmers Association (KPFA) represents 285 lessees on 1,660

RE: KŪPUNA FOR THE MOʻOPUNA COMMENTS ON THE HILO ABANDONED
VEHICLE FACILITY, SOUTH HILO, ISLAND OF HAWAIʻI, HAWAIʻI

Draft Environmental Assessment for the Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility
Tax Map Key (TMK): (3) 2-1-013:167 (portion)
South Hilo, Island of Hawaiʻi, Hawaiʻi

Subject:

Wilson Okamoto Corporation consultant Ms. Rebecca
Candilasa@rcandilasa@wilsonokamoto.com

County of Hawaiʻi Solid Waste Division WD Acting Deputy Chief
Gene.Quiamas@hawaiicounty.gov

Attention:

May 9, 2022

SENT VIA EMAIL TO: rcandilasa@wilsonokamoto.com
SENT VIA EMAIL TO: Gene.Quiamas@hawaiicounty.gov

Maile Luʻuwai
President
Keakaha Panaʻewa Farmers Association
maile@luuwailaw.com
808.280.0083

Mahalo,

industrial wastelands you create.
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Do not continue to ignore the Hawaiian communities that are directly impacted by the

Environmental Impact Statement is required.

The impacts of the proposed action will be significant and, therefore, we believe an

community without our community being included in stakeholder discussions.

We are also gravely concerned about the proposed action being planned near our

response to the proposed Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility, South Hilo, Island of Hawai’i.

We are aligned with and fully support the Kūpuna for the Moʻopuna comments in

CountyȱofȱHawai‘iȱ

345ȱKekĀan¬oދaȱStreet,ȱSuiteȱ41ȱȉȱHilo,ȱHawai‘iȱ96720ȱȉȱcohdem@hawaiicounty.govȱ
Ph:ȱ(808)ȱ961Ȭ8083ȱȉȱFax:ȱ(808)ȱ961Ȭ8086ȱ
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5HVSRQVH:HDFNQRZOHGJH\RXUVXSSRUWRIWKHFRPPHQWVSURYLGHGE\DUHSUHVHQWDWLYHRIWKH
.ǌSXQDIRUWKH0RµRSXQDUHJDUGLQJWKHVXEMHFWSURMHFW

&RPPHQWWe are aligned with and fully support the Kǌpuna for the Moұopuna comments in
response to the proposed Hilo Abandoned Vehicle Facility, South Hilo, Island of Hawai’i.

5HVSRQVH:HDFNQRZOHGJH\RXUFRPPHQWV

KPFA is also recognized by the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands as the representative
organization for our beneficiary community.

&RPPHQWThe Keaukaha Panaұewa Farmers Association (KPFA) represents 285 lessees on
1,660 acres of Hawaiian Home Land Trust land in Panaұewa. We are a Hawaiian Homes
Commission Act Beneficiary Association controlled by beneficiaries, as defined by the Hawaiian
Home Lands Recovery Act, 109 Stat.537, and we are registered with the U.S. Department of the
Interior, 43 CFR 47.10 and 48.6.

7KDQN\RXIRU\RXUFRPPHQWVVHQWYLDHPDLORQ0D\UHJDUGLQJWKH'UDIW(QYLURQPHQWDO
$VVHVVPHQW ($ IRUWKH+LOR$EDQGRQHG9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\SURMHFW:HRIIHUWKHIROORZLQJLQ
UHVSRQVHWR\RXUFRPPHQWV

'HDU0V/XދXZDL

'UDIW(QYLURQPHQWDO$VVHVVPHQW
+LOR$EDQGRQHG9HKLFOH)DFLOLW\
+LOR+DZDLދL,VODQG+DZDLµL
70.   SRUWLRQ 
5HVSRQVHWR&RPPHQWV

0V0DLOH/XދXZDL3UHVLGHQW
.HDXNDKD3DQDދHZD)DUPHUV$VVRFLDWLRQ
(PDLOPDLOH#OXXZDLODZFRP

-XO\

6XEMHFW

%UHQGD,RNHSD0RVHV
Deputy Director

5DP]L,0DQVRXU
Director

'(3$570(172)(19,5210(17$/0$1$*(0(17

/HH/RUG
Managing Director


0LWFKHOO'5RWK
 Mayor

ŽƵŶƚǇŽĨ,ĂǁĂŝ͚ŝŝƐĂŶƋƵĂůKƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇWƌŽǀŝĚĞƌĂŶĚŵƉůŽǇĞƌ

5HVSRQVH7KH&RXQW\¶VDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHSURJUDPUHPRYHVKXQGUHGVRIDEDQGRQHGDQG
GHUHOLFWYHKLFOHVIURPSXEOLFURDGZD\VDQGSURSHUWLHVDFURVVWKHHQWLUHLVODQGLQFOXGLQJ'++/
ODQGV7KH&RXQW\RI+DZDLދLDOVRPDQDJHVD9HKLFOH'LVSRVDO$VVLVWDQFH3URJUDP 9'$3 WR
KHOSUHJLVWHUHGYHKLFOHRZQHUVGLVSRVHRIXQZDQWHGYHKLFOHVOHJDOO\DQGSURSHUO\WRUHGXFHWKH
QXPEHURI$9VOHIWRQSXEOLFURDGZD\V7KHSURJUDPDOVRLQFOXGHVDVVLVWDQFHIRUSURSHUW\
RZQHUVWKDWKDYH$9VOHIWRQWKHLUSULYDWHSURSHUW\ZLWKRXWWKHLUSHUPLVVLRQ7KHSURSRVHG
DFWLRQFRQVLVWVRIFRQVWUXFWLQJDQHQFORVHGEXLOGLQJZLWKDSSXUWHQDQWRQVLWHLQIUDVWUXFWXUH
LPSURYHPHQWVDQGH[SDQGLQJWKHSDYHPHQWDWWKHH[LVWLQJDEDQGRQHGYHKLFOHORWIDFLOLW\WRPHHW
FXUUHQWGHPDQG7KHIDFLOLW\SUHVHQWO\IXQFWLRQVDVDORWRQO\XVHGWRVWRUHKROGYHKLFOHVEHIRUH
WKH\DUHUHFODLPHGE\WKHLURZQHUVROGDWD&RXQW\KHOGDXFWLRQRUWDNHQRIIVLWHE\WKH
&RXQW\¶VFRQWUDFWHGYHQGRUWRDVHSDUDWHSHUPLWWHGUHF\FOLQJDQGGLVSRVDOIDFLOLW\7KLVH[LVWLQJ
XVHZRXOGQRWFKDQJHXQGHUWKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQ7KHUHIRUHSRWHQWLDOLPSDFWVIURPWKHSURSRVHG
DFWLRQDUHSULPDULO\WKRVHUHODWHGWRFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKHIDFLOLW\DQGWKHLQIUDVWUXFWXUHUHODWHGVLWH
LPSURYHPHQWVEHFDXVHWKHH[LVWLQJXVHFDSDFLW\DQGRSHUDWLRQRIWKHIDFLOLW\ZLOOUHPDLQ
VXEVWDQWLDOO\WKHVDPHDVWKHH[LVWLQJFRQGLWLRQ7KH6XPPDU\RIWKH'UDIW($VWDWHVWKH
IROORZLQJ

Do not continue to ignore the Hawaiian communities that are directly impacted by the industrial
wastelands you create.

&RPPHQW The impacts of the proposed action will be significant and, therefore, we believe an
Environmental Impact Statement is required.

6HFWLRQ($(DUO\&RQVXOWDWLRQRIWKH'UDIW($VKRZVQRUHVSRQVHVRUFRPPHQWVWRWKHHDUO\
FRQVXOWDWLRQOHWWHUZHUHUHFHLYHGIURPWKRVHOLVWHGDERYH

7KH'UDIW($6XPPDU\SURYLGHVDOLVWRISDUWLHVZKRZHUHVHQWDQHDUO\FRQVXOWDWLRQOHWWHUGDWHG
$SULOZKLFKFRQWDLQHGLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHSURMHFWH[SUHVVHGWKHLQWHQWWRSUHSDUHDQ
($DQGPDGHDUHTXHVWIRUFRPPHQWV7KHOLVWLQFOXGHGWKH.HDXNDKD3DQDµHZD)DUPHUV
$VVRFLDWLRQDQGWKH3DQDµHZD+DZDLLDQ+RPHODQGV&RPPXQLW\$VVRFLDWLRQDORQJZLWKWKH
'HSDUWPHQWRI+DZDLLDQ+RPH/DQGV '++/ 2IILFHRIWKH0D\RU+DZDLµL&RXQW\'LVWULFW
+DZDLµL6WDWH/HJLVODWXUH+RXVH'LVWULFWDQG+DZDL L6WDWH/HJLVODWXUH6HQDWH'LVWULFW
DPRQJRWKHUJRYHUQPHQWDJHQFLHVDQGJURXSVLQGLYLGXDOVZKRPD\EHUHDVRQDEO\DIIHFWHGE\
WKHSURSRVHGDFWLRQ

5HVSRQVH:HDFNQRZOHGJH\RXUFRQFHUQVDQGQRWHWKDWWKHHDUO\FRQVXOWDWLRQSURFHVVDQG
'UDIW($ZHUHSUHSDUHGZLWKWKHLQWHQWWRHQVXUHHQYLURQPHQWDOFRQFHUQVDUHJLYHQDSSURSULDWH
FRQVLGHUDWLRQLQWKHGHFLVLRQPDNLQJSURFHVVDORQJZLWKHFRQRPLFDQGWHFKQLFDOFRQVLGHUDWLRQV
DVQRWHGLQWKH3UHIDFHRIWKH'UDIW($$GGLWLRQDOO\WKHHQYLURQPHQWDOUHYLHZSURFHVVDV
SUHVFULEHGE\+DZDLµL$GPLQLVWUDWLYH5XOHV +$5 7LWOH&KDSWHUSURYLGHVD
PHFKDQLVPE\ZKLFKGHFLVLRQPDNHUVDVZHOODVWKHSXEOLFFDQEHLQIRUPHGRIDQ\SRWHQWLDO
HQYLURQPHQWDOFRQVHTXHQFHVRIDSURSRVHGDFWLRQSULRUWRGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ

&RPPHQWWe are also gravely concerned about the proposed action being planned near our
community without our community being included in stakeholder discussions.
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