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January 22, 2024

Mary Alice Evans, Director
Office of Planning and Sustainable Development
Environmental Review Program
235 S. Beretania Street, Room 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

SUBJECT: Acceptance of the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Puna 
Geothermal Venture Repower Project

Dear Director Evans,

With this letter, the County of Hawai‘i Planning Department, accepts the Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS) for the “Puna Geothermal Venture Repower Project” as having fulfilled
the requirements of Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), and Title 11, Chapter 200.1, 
Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR). The procedures for assessment, consultation, review, 
preparation, and submission of the FEIS have been completed satisfactorily. The requirements 
have been satisfied, and comments submitted during the comment period have received 
satisfactory responses and have been appropriately incorporated into the FEIS.

The economic, social, and environmental impacts that would likely occur, should this project be 
implemented, are adequately described in the statement. The analysis, together with the 
comments made by reviewers, provide useful information to policy makers and the public.

My acceptance of the statement is an affirmation of the adequacy of that statement under the 
applicable laws. 

Sincerely,

ZENDO KERN
Planning Director, County of Hawai‘i















From: webmaster@hawaii.gov
To: DBEDT OPSD Environmental Review Program
Subject: New online submission for The Environmental Notice
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 4:41:24 PM

Action Name

  Puna Geothermal Venture Repower Project

Type of Document/Determination

  Final environmental impact statement (FEIS) acceptance or non-acceptance

HRS §343-5(a) Trigger(s)

  (1) Propose the use of state or county lands or the use of state or county funds

Judicial district

  Puna, Hawaiʻi

Tax Map Key(s) (TMK(s))

  (3) 1-4-001: 001, 002, and 019

Action type

  Applicant

Other required permits and approvals

  Building Permit (County), Grading Permit (County)

Discretionary consent required

  DOH noncovered source permit (for Phase 2, upgrades to 60 MW)

Approving agency

  County of Hawaii Planning Department

Agency contact name

  April Surprenant

Agency contact email (for info about the action)

  planning@hawaiicounty.gov

Email address or URL for receiving comments

  planning@hawaiicounty.gov

Agency contact phone

  (808) 961-8288

Agency address

 

101 Pauahi Street
Suite 3
Hilo, HI 96720
United States
Map It
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Accepting authority

  County of Hawaii Planning Department

Applicant

  Puna Geothermal Venture

Applicant contact name

  Michael Kaleikini

Applicant contact email

  mkaleikini@ormat.com

Applicant contact phone

  (808) 369-9094

Applicant address

 
P.O. Box 30
Pahoa, HI 96778
United States
Map It

Was this submittal prepared by a consultant?

  Yes

Consultant

  Stantec Consulting Services Inc.

Consultant contact name

  Michele Lefebvre

Consultant contact email

  michele.lefebvre@stantecgs.com

Consultant contact phone

  (808) 791-9872

Consultant address

 
P.O. Box 191
Hilo, HI 96721
United States
Map It

Action summary

 

Puna Geothermal Venture is currently authorized for and operating a geothermal power plant in the Puna
District and proposes to replace the current 12 operating power-generating units with up to four energy
converters. The project would increase the production of renewable energy at the existing facility (within
the current site fence line) using new, more efficient units on a smaller land footprint compared to the
existing units. The project would increase power production from 38 to 46 megawatts in Phase 1 and
further increase production to 60 megawatts in Phase 2. The overall property size would remain the
same. Most of the existing infrastructure and buildings would remain for the Project including
administration buildings, the control room, maintenance areas, well pads, and the gathering system. The
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proposed new units would continue to safely supply reliable power from renewable geothermal resources
with more efficient and quieter equipment.

Attached documents (signed agency letter & EA/EIS)

  LPGV-FEIS-Acceptance-Signed.pdf

Action location map

  PGV_Parcels.zip

Authorized individual

  Michele Lefebvre

Authorization

 
The above named authorized individual hereby certifies that he/she has the authority to make this
submission.

https://planning.hawaii.gov/erp/index.php?gf-download=2024%2F01%2FLPGV-FEIS-Acceptance-Signed.pdf&form-id=2&field-id=39&hash=26263c86d49d52381f5eb0bef9abbdc333ffd0e3315c9e83c3f02d98e7ea50d3
https://planning.hawaii.gov/erp/index.php?gf-download=2024%2F01%2FPGV_Parcels.zip&form-id=2&field-id=49&hash=8d8881691f17cec62658bcb02527f834bf570897dc9b75ec63fa695da6596945



