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The no-action alternative would leave the pond and bay vulnerable to such
future developments, but because they are only speculative, the concern

from a wildlife standpoint is not as urgent. The more immediate and
significant concern centers on those conditions which now contribute to
resopurce and habitat degradation. Predators, unregulated water levels and
sedimentation continue to take their toll on waterbirds. Unless wildlife
resource management agencies can actively manage the habitat, it is anticipated
that habitat will continue to be marginal, and as a comnsequence the pond

will be unable to achieve full potential for waterbird production. Anticipated
loss or alteration of other unprotected wetlands will increase the importance
of habitat at Kealia to the survival of endemic waterbird species.

B, Federal Acquisition with State Option to Purchase

The Federal acquisition with option for State purchase alternative would
ensure the protection and preservation of approximately 500 acres of pond
and marsh area considered vital to the survival of endangered waterbirds.
Habitat enhancement measures under this alternative would be designed to
remedy conditions which severely limit both habitat quality and habitat
availability. Estimated increases in populations of stilt and coot that
would result from these measures are given in Appendices F and G. Other
avifauna which frequent the pond would also benefit. Appendix H provides
a comparison of avifaunal use-days under existing conditions and under
this alternative. These projections indicate a significant increase in
avifaunal use of the pond resulting from an active habitat management
program.

The primary adverse economic impact of this alternative is preclusion or
limitation of those economic uses which would be Incompatible with the
wildlife values of the pond. Refuge development would, in all likelihood,
preclude any possibility of developing a future industrial harbor at

Kealia Pond but not necessarily nearby. However, certain wildlife compatible
forms of economic use, such as limited aquaculture, would be permitted.
Aquaculture would be considered a "good neighbor" with the refuge provided
that any expansion of the existing catfish farm or bait-fishery does not
encroach on the pond property or its adjacent wetlands. Thus, under this
alternative only limited aquaculture development would be possible.

However, as discussed previously, Pacific Acquaculture Corporation has
planned to eventually expand their operation by 50 acres into the adjacent
kiawe thicket. The higher elevations here will promote gravity flow of
water within the rearing ponds thus reducing electrical pumping costs.
Pacific Acquaculture has no desires or intentions at present to expand

into the pond proper, and therefore the company's ultimate 75-acre operation
would be considered compatible with planned refuge development, operation
and management. Additionally, the extension of the Corps permit for the
bait-fish farm to December 31, 1982 presents no special problems with this
alternative because the facility would continue to function.
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