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April 27, 1990

Marvin T. Miura, Ph.D.
: Director
i O0ffice of Environmental
! Quality Control
: 465 South King Street, Room 104
: Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Dr. Miura:

Subject: Negative Declaration
Edwin Thomas Home
Tax Map Key: 2-1-3: 6

Please publish a Negative Declaration in your next OEQC Bulletin for the
Edwin Thomas Home.

The Environmental Assessment prepared for the project indicated that
there were no significant effects on the quality of the environment.
The assessment is on file with the Department of Housing and Community
Development at the Honolulu Municipal Building, 650 South King Street,
5th Floor, Honolulu and is available for inspection by the public during
regular office hours between 7:45 a.m. 4:30 p.m., Monday through

Friday.
j,/4Zii;f’Z;2521é;;:%égz;;;?\-_;________
( HAEL N. SCARFONE
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DATE: May 1, 1990
MEMO TO: 0ffice of Environmental Quality Control

THRU:
RECEIVED
FROM:

SUBJECT: Negative Declaration -- Edwin Thomas HERe WoszktP3:37

OFC. OF EHVIROLI . - .
. . QUALITY CONT .. .
Attached please find four copies of the location map for the Edwin Thomas

Home Project. The location maps were left out of the four copies of the
environmental assessments delivered to your office. Could you please attach
the maps to the environmental assessments.

Thank you very much, Please call Keith Ishida at 52705092 should you have
any questions.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

A, Name of Project: Edwin Thomas Home

5 B. Type of Action: Applicant
‘ _X_ Agency

Department of Housing and Community Development
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street, 5th Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Michael N. Scarfone, Director

C. Approving Agencies:

J Department of Housing and Urban Development
; 300 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 3318

Box 50007

Honolulu, Hawaii 96850

State of Hawaii
Office of Environmental Quality Control
465 South King Street, Room 104
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

D. Environmental Assessment Prepared by:

Department of Housing and Community Development
April 1990

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTIONS

A. Proposed Actions: _X Single Activity
Aggregation of Activities

[ —___ Multi-year Activities
ol ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PREPARED FOR COMPLIANCE WITH HUD REgUIREMENTS
! FOLLOWS: -

State of Hawaii, Supplemental Form EA-S-SOH

Guam, Supplemental Form EA-S-Guam

Northern Mariana Islands Supplemental Form EA-S-NMI
Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands Form EA-S-TTPI
American Samoa, Supplemental Form EA-S-ASG

-
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FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIOMS RESULTING FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEMW

A. Environmental Findings

X Finding of No Significant Impact on the Environment (FONSI)
—__ An Environmental Impact Statement is required.

B. Agencies/Interested Parties Consulted
(See Appendix A)
C. Publication Notification

1. Finding of No Significant Impact on the Environment and
Request Release of Funds (Combined Notice)

a. Date FONSI/RROF published in local newspaper

b. Last day for recipient to receive comments

c. Last day for HUD to receive comments

d. Date FONSI transmitted to Federal, 3tate, or Tocal
governmental agencies or interested groups for indi-
viduals

e. Date HUD released grant conditions

2. Negative Declaration (Hawaii Only)

a. Date Negative Declaration published in OEQC Bulletin

b. Date on which 60-day waiting period expires
€. Documentation attached: _X  Yes No

PROPOSED PROJECT

The Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corporation {(HEHC) proposes to renovate an
abandoned two-story commercial structure into a transitional residence
for homeless families. The renovation will include the addition of a
third floor to the structure; the basement level will contain HEHC
office space and offices to be rented to social service agencies; the
first floor will contain a kitchen, dining room and offices: and the
second and third floor will contain a total of 32 single and double
occupancy rooms. Each floor will have community bathrooms. The project
will accommodate approximately 60 persons. It is anticipated that
approximately 80 to 90 percent of the resident households will be single
females with children. Residents will be permitted to stay for a
maximum of six months., On-site staff will include a resident manager,
cook, night manager, and maintenance person. In addition, a social
service coordinator will refer residents to appropriate private and
public social service providers as needed.

HEHC currently manages and operates the 35-unit Kokea Street Transi-
tional Shelter in Kapalama and the 48-unit Loli'ana Hale (Quinn Lane




Shelter) in Kakaako. The proposed project will be similar in terms of
operations, clientele and resident services as these facilities.

PROPOSED ACTION

The Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) proposes to
loan $1,006,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds and
grant 5%500,000 in federal Emergency Shelter Grant funds to HEHC for

development of the proposed project.

Alternatives Considered

1. Alternative Location. The project site is owned by HEHC and HEHC
does not have the resources to acquire another property. OKOA,
Inc., which objects to the proposed project, has offered to
purchase the project site from HEHC and assist HEHC in locating
another suitable site. However, should HEHC accept OKOA's offer,
it would still face the formidable task of securing another site
which it could afford and would be suitable for the proposed
project. This could unnecessarily delay the project for an
extended period of time and deprive homeless families of urgently
needed shelter and social services.

There are several factors which make the project site suitablie for
the proposed project. Since the site is already owned by HEHC,
development of the proposed project could begin immediately. The
site is located in close proximity to public and private social
service providers, employment centers, schools, retail stores and
public transportation,

Because of these factors, it is determined that establishing the
project at an alternative location is not desirable or feasible.

2. No Project. National studies indicate that the fastest growing
segment of the homeless population is families with children. Not
implementing the proposed project would deny homeless families of
the urgently needed shelter and social services they require. It
is determined that the positive social benefits of the proposed
project far outweigh the project's potential environmental impacts.

Based on an analysis of the alternatives considered, it is determined
that there are no practical alternatives other than to locate the
proposed project at the proposed site.

SITE INSPECTION

A site inspection was conducted on March 8, 1990 by Keith Ishida,

Planner, Department of Housing and Community Development.

SITE DATA

Location: 41 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, Hawaii

Tate




Tax Map Key: 2-1-3: 6

Land Area:

3,657 Square Feet

Existing Use: Abandoned Commercial Building

Landowner:

Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corporation

. LAND USE DATA

Zoning:

BMX-4 Central Business Mixed Use

Development Plan

Designation: Commercial

State Land Use
District: Urban

Surrounding Land

Uses:

Residential, Commercial, University, Public Facil-
ities

IMPACT CATEGORIES

A. Land
1.

Development
Conformance with Comprehensive Plans and Zoning
Rating*: 3 - Minor Adverse Impacts Anticipated

Sources: Department of Land Utilization Tletter dated
January 24, 1990

Department of General Planning letter dated
November 7, 1989

State Land Use Commission Tetter dated October 23,
1989

The project site is within the State Land Use Urban District,
is designated for commercial use on the City's Primary Urban
Center Development Plan Land Use Map, and is zoned BMX-4,
Central Business Mixed Use. The Department of Land
Utilization classifies the proposed project as a "boarding
facility" which dis a permitted use in the BMX-4 zoning
district.

‘ * Note: R
! 1

W

ating of environmental factors are as follows;

- Potentially beneficial impact.

No impact anticipated.

Minor adverse impacts anticipated.

Adverse impact requires mitigation.

Adverse impact requires modification to project/activity.
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The Department of Land Utilization states that the existing
building is a nonconforming structure and the proposed project
will increase the nonconformity which is not permitted under
Section 3.1208 of the Land Use Ordinance. DHCD will request
City Council approval of an exemption from the Land Use
Ordinance to permit the increase in nonconformity pursuant to
Section 201E-210, Hawaii Revised Statutes. Other exemptions
will be requested as necessary.

Compatibility and Urban Impact
Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Sources: “Social Impact Assessment for the Edwin Thomas Home
Project,” Earthplan, March 1990

Downtown Neighborhood Board No. 13 letter dated
November 19, 1989

Downtown Improvement Association letter dated
November 13, 1989

OKOA, Inc., letter dated October 17, 1989

The owner of the properties adjacent to the project site,
OKOA, Inc., the Downtown Improvement Association and Downtown
Neighborhood Board No. 13 have expressed objections to the
proposed project. Their objections include:

a. The proposed project is not compatible with existing uses
and facilities in the project area. Two letters
recounted the problems and difficulties encountered by
downtown residents, which included muggings, rapes and
property damage, when the Institute for Human Services, a
drop-in emergency shelter, was located on the Fort Street
Mall. Downtown residents and business owners fear that
the proposed project would lead to a recurrence of these

problems.

b. The proposed project would be too dense and lack parking
and loading facilities, adequate lighting, ventilation
and recreation space. -

¢. The operator of the proposed project, HEHC, does not have
the experience or resources to operate the project
successfully. In addition, there are concerns that HERC
could become financially insolvent and lose the property
to another organization which could use the project site
for other less desirable purposes.

The City and County of Honolulu contracted with the planning
firm Earthplan to prepare a social impact assessment for the
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proposed project. The Social Impact Statement is attached as
Appendix B. FEarthplan notes that the project is located in
the midst of a very diverse mix of uses and activity. Nearby
uses include:

Educational Activities--Hawaii Pacific College operates from
two buildings just Diamond Head of the project site as well as
three other downtown buildings. Approximately 3,500 students
are enroclled in downtown classes and programs, 2,500 of which
are daytime students. An estimated 600 to 800 students use
Fort Street Mall during their breaks and other gatherings.
Mauka of the project in Kukui Plaza is the Bamboo Shoots
Montessori Preschool which is operated by Chaminade University
and has an enrollment of 48 students.

Residential Towers--Five residential towers containing 2,064
dwellings are located on the two blocks mauka of the project
site. A sixth residential tower containing 437 units is under
construction.

Service and Professional Offices--The adjacent Progress Block
Building, National Mortgage and Finance Building, and Kukui
Plaza all contain service and professional offices. Activ-
ities include advertising, architecture, accounting,
computers, investment and medicine.

Commercial Establishments--Commercial establishments are found
in Kukui Plaza, on the ground floor of the Hawaii Pacific
College Building and the one-story structure adjacent to the
project site. These establishments include a convenience
store, a furniture store, two bookstores, a tailor, a
herbalist shop, a framing operation and a curio shop.

Church Activities--On the Diamond Head side of the Fort Street
Mall, across the Progress Block Building are the Chancery
Office of the Roman Catholic Diocese, and Our Lady of Peace
Cathedral and its Rectory. The eight-story Chancery contains
offices and residences for priests and seminarians. On the
ground floor, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and juice are
served to needy people. About 200 sandwiches are prepared
each day. The Church is primarily for religious activity and
is open during the day.

Fort Street Mall--The mall serves as both a major pedestrian
pathway and a gathering place during the day. The Mall is
regulated by the City's Traffic Code and is maintained by the
City Department of Parks and Recreation. Vehicular access is
Timited to those establishments who front the Mall and access
hours are restricted.

Other Activities--Also nearby are the Central Fire Station and
Kamalii Park.




Because of the diversity of uses in the immediate vicinity,
the surrounding community is characterized by its accommo-
dation of a very heterogeneous group of people. Based on the
types of uses described above, the nearby structures are used
and visited by teachers and college students; preschool
teachers, students and their parents; a wide variety of
professionals and their clients and customers; storekeepers
and their customers; doctors, dentists and their patients;
church officials and parishioners; children 1living nearby, and
children of students, professionals, storekeepers; and street
people.

Adding to this diversity are the residents of nearby residen-
tial towers. They represent all income ranges, and are
diverse in terms of ethnicity, education levels, and family
characteristics, including children of all ages.

The area is likely to upgrade, diversify and intensify in uses
in the future given the proposed Pacific Nations Center and
Liberty Theater Office Building projects. It is unlikely,
however, that the nearby properties will change in the near
future. The residential population will increase and further
diversify.

The proposed project will add about 60 people in 32 families
to the area. Most of thesz families will be headed by women
and will have low incomes. These families commonly share a
homeless condition. Their children will be mostly young.
Some of these families will have experienced personal crises,
such as domestic violence, eviction, divorce, death in the
family, or natural disaster. Others will be economically
unable to make ends meet, regardless of their employment
status. Still others will have had to leave overcrowded
housing conditions.

As indicated in interviews with neighbors of Loli'ana Hale and
Kokea Family Transitional Home, a few of the clients may be
problematic for their neighbors, although such problems have
apparently been minimized under HEHC's management.

The Edwin Thomas Home will increase the sheer number of people
in the area, and, as such, will increase the potential for
crime. This potential would exist regardless of whether the
project were residential, commercial or industrial in nature.

The proposed project will also increase the diversity in types
of people, although it will not add more street people to the
area, It will add more low income people, single parent
families and children. Even if effective programs are devel-
oped by HEHC for child care, recreation, ieisure and social-
jzation, Edwin Thomas Home clients will inevitably mix with
nearby people.




The biggest concern of those interviewed by Earthplan is
compatibility of the project with the surrounding community.
It was feared that the project will be detrimental to the
character of the existing neighborhocod. The perception of
many inteviewees s that homeless families will somehow
offend, hurt or bother nearby residents and users. Hence,
even though interviewees acknowledge the societal need for the
Edwin Thomas Home, they have difficuity with the interface
possibilities with "those kinds of people."

In reality, there is no evidence to prove that the project
will be incompatible with an already economically and socially
diverse neighborhood, and future uses will only increase this
diversity.

Edwin Thomas Home clients will have no distinguishing feature
or quality which will identify them as homeless families.
They will have on-site dining, showering and laundry facil-
jties for personal nourishment, grooming and hygiene.

They will possess no collective characteristics which will
cause disruption or incompatibility, although a few may be
problematic as would be the case in any grouping of people.
In some cases, the clients may be students themselves. They
may attend the nearby church and patronize nearby shops. They
may go to the neighboring physicians and may use the profes-
sional services of nearby offices. If there are domestic
problems or noise, these instances will be similar to those
already occurring in the neighboring residential towers. 1In
short, Edwin Thomas Home ¢lients will blend in with an
existing mix of people.

The increased presence of children was particularly a problem
for some of those interviewed. This is not, however, a new
social element introduced by the Edwin Thomas Home. During
school hours, one can see many infants and toddiers with their
parents visiting the area. After school hours, children are
seen going to their parents' office, attending martial arts
classes, or just visiting the area.

Supervised child care programs are also in the area. In
addition to the nearby Bamboo Shoots Montessori Preschool,
there are also programs at the Richards Street YWCA and the
Early Education Center. These programs encourage parent-child
contact with Downtown working parents during the day and
facilitate convenient drop-off and pick-up.

Potential problems may arise from unsupervised children
playing on the narrow sidewalks or on Fort Street Mall. They
may be in an unsafe environment or may disrupt other mall
users. Such problems can be mitigated by a good management
program.




HEHC has a solid record of success in operating the Kokea
Street Transitional Housing project and the Lo'liana Hale
Emergency Shelter. The issues of density, Tlighting,
ventilation and recreation space are discussed in other

sections.

3. Slope, Erosion and Soil Suitability

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Source: United States Soil Conservation Service: "Soil
Survey of the Islands of Kauai, Oahu, Maui, Molokai
and Lanai, State of Hawaii," August 1972

The United States Soil Conservation classifies the soil at the
project site as Makiki clay loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes.

The Makiki soil series consist of well-drained soils on
alluvial fans and terraces in the City of Honolulu. These
soils formed in alluvian mixed with volcanic ash and cinders
and are nearly level. Elevations range from 20 to 200 feet,
the annual rainfall amounts to 30 to 60 inches.

Makiki clay loam is found on smooth fans and terraces. In 2
representative profile, the surface layer is dark brown clay
loam about 20 inches thick. The subsoil about 10 inches thick
is dark brown clay loam which contains cinders and rock
fragments. Permeability is moderately rapid, runoff is slow,
erosion hazard is no more than slight, shrink-swell potential
is moderate.

The proposed project involves renovation work only; extensive
earthwork is not contemplated.

4, Energy Consumption

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

The project will receive electric and telephone services from
s the respective utility companies.

! B. Noise -
|-

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated .

Source: "Moise Study for the Proposed Edwin Thomas Home,™
Y. Ebisu and Associates, March 1990

The noise study prepared for this project is attached as Exhibit C.

The future traffic noise levels associated with project traffic are
anticipated to be very low. Due to the nature of the shelter




project, risks of adverse noise impacts from project generated
traffic noise are considered to be Tow, and the proposed project
should not cause adverse noise impacts along the roadways in the
inmediate vicinity of the project. For these reasons, special
traffic noise mitigation measures are not considered necessary.

The existing and future traffic noise levels in the vicinity of the
Edwin Thomas Home in Downtown Honolulu were evaluated for their
potential impact on future tenants of the temporary shelter home.

the shelter due to the proximity of the 2nd and 3rd floor
apartments to Beretania Street. Because of relatively small buffer
distances from Beretania Street, exterior traffic noise Tevels at
some of the apartment windows are expected to exceed the FHA/HUD
noise standard for residences of 65 Ldn. However, because the
apartment units of the project may be considered to be temporary

project. Traffic noise levels as hi
urbanized Honolulu, with many residential and apartment buildings
Tocated within these high noise areas. For these reasons and
because of the charitable nature of the project, special noise

units of the project.
Air Quality
Rating: 3 - Minor Adverse Impacts Anticipated

Source: "Air Quality Study for the Proposed Edwin Thomas Home,"
Barry D. Neal and Associates, March 1990

The air quality assessment is attached as Appendix D.

Ambient concentrations of air pollution are regulated by State and
National Ambient Ajp Quality Standards (AAQS). State of Hawai i
AAQS are in come cases considerably more stringent than the
comparable national limit. AAQS have been established for six air

pollutants: particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide,
carben monoxide, ozone and lead.

The State Department of Health (DOH) operates a network of air
quality monitoring stations at various locations around Oahu. Each

station, however, does not monitor the fyl} complement of air
quality parameters,

Sulfur dioxide is measured by the DOH at an air quality monitoring
station at Campbell Industrial Park several miles west of the

project site. There were no exceedances of the State AAQS from
1985 to 1988,




Total particulate concentrations were monitored at the DOH building
in downtown Honclulu a few blocks from the project site. During
the 1985 to 1988 reporting period, there were no exceedances of the
State AAQS. The nearest monitoring station for particulates 10
microns or less in diameter (PM-10) is located at Kauluwela School,
about 1/2 mile from the project site. The State of Hawaii has not
established a PM-10 standard., During the 1985 to 1988 reporting
period, no exceedances of the National AAQS for PM-10 was recorded.

The nearest carbon monoxide measurements were made at the DOH
building in downtown Honolulu. During 1988, no exceedances of the
State one-hour AAQS were recorded. During 1985 to 1987, 1 to 3
exceedances of the State one-hour AAQS were recorded each year.
During the 1985 to 1987 reporting period, no exceedances of the
State 8-hour AAQS were recorded.

The nearest ozone measurements were obtained at Sand Island. Three
exceedances of the State AAQS were recorded in 1985; however, no
exceedances were recorded in 1986 and 1987.

The closest available measurements of ambient lead concentrations
were made at the downtown Honolulu monitoring station. During the
1985-87 reporting period, lead concentrations at this Tocation had
a downward trend, most probably reflecting the increased use of
unleaded gasoline. Average quarterly concentrations were near or
below the detection limit. No exceedances of the State AAQS have
ever been recorded.

Nitrogen dioxide is no longer monitored by the Department of Health
anywhere in the State. Concentrations of this pollutant were
measured from 1971 through 1976 at Barbers Point and annual mean
values were found to be safely inside the State and National AAQS.

Based on the data and discussion presented above, it appears likely
that the State of Hawaii AAQS for particulates, sulfur dioxide,
nitrogen dioxide and lead are currently being met at the project
site. The ozone AAQS has not been exceeded during the past two
years for which data are presently available (1986 and 1987) at the
Sand Island monitoring station. Carbon monoxide readings from
urban Honolulu indicate that the State AAQS for carbon monoxide may
be exceeded at a rate of one to three times per year in traffic-
congested areas. -

The major short-term air quality impact will be the potential
emission of fugitive dust during the building rehabilitation phase
of the project. During construction, there could also be occa-
sional short-term impacts from engine exhaust emissions (primarily
carbon monoxide and oxides of nitrogen) emanating from slow-moving
construction equipment or from large trucks traveling to and from
the project site. Temporary traffic disruptions due to construc-
tion activities may also result in temporary increases in emissions
from local traffic.

-ty
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The primary Jlong-term air pollution impacts 1in the project
vicinity, particularly increased levels of carbon monoxide, arise
from increased motor vehicle traffic associated with other projects
in the area. Any contribution from the proposed project will be
negligible. Based on mathematical modeling of projected vehicular
traffic and on atmospheric dispersion estimates of vehicular
emissions, it is predicted that with or without the proposed
project, carbon monoxide concentrations will increase at some
Tocations in the project vicinity but the predicted highest concen-
trations should remain within the national 1-hour ambient air
quality standard set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
The U.S. EPA 8-hour standard for carbon monoxide, however, may be
exceeded occasionally near the intersection of Beretania Street and
Nuuanu Avenue either with or without the project in the year 1993;
current levels may also exceed this standard. The more stringent
State of Hawaii ambient ajr quality standards for carbon monoxide
may be exceeded at times during the year 1993 at some locations in
the study area. The State standards are set so low, however, they
are probably exceeded at many intersections in the State that have
even moderate traffic volumes. It is worth noting here that,
although the National AAQS allow higher levels of carbon monoxide,
the National standards were developed after extensive research with
the objective of defining levels of air quality that would protect
the public health with an adequate margin of safety.

Some Tong-term impacts could also potentially occur due to indirect
emissions from power generating facilities supplying the project
with electricity and from the burning of waste materials generated
by the project. Quantitative estimates of these impacts were not
made but it appears likely that any impacts will be negligible
since indirect emissions from supplying the project with electrical
power and solid waste disposal service will be much less than one
percent of current Qahu emissions.

Strict compliance with State of Hawaii Air Pollution Control
Regulations regarding establishment of a regular dust-watering
program (where possible) and covering of open-bodied trucks hauling
loose materials from or to the project site will be required to
effectively mitigate fugitive dust emissions from building rehabil-
itation activities. The use of chutes may also be necessary to
minimize dust from the removal of building materials from the
second floor during remodeiing work. Increased vehicular emissions
due to disruption of traffic by construction equipment can be
g]]eviated by moving equipment to the site during off-peak traffic
ours.

On the long term, after the project is completed, traffic-related
impacts on air quality in the project area are expected to be
significant but the proposed project will generate almost no
traffic itself. Thus, no specific mitigation measures are recom-
mended for this development. Options available to other deveiop-
ments or organizations responsible for the problem are to improve
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roadways, reduce traffic or reduce individual vehicular emissions.
Aside from improving roadways, air pollution impacts from vehicular
emissions can be mitigated by reducing traffic through the use of
mass transit and car pooling and/or by adjusting local school and
business hours to begin and end during off peak times. Although it
js conceivable that the efficiency of motor vehicle engines and/or
emission control equipment will be improved or that vehicles will
be developed which burn cleaner fuels at some point in the future,
it s not likely that these developments will occur before project
completion in 1991. With regard to cleaner burning fuels, vehicles
burning methanol or compressed natural gas or powered by electrical
motors are some of the possibilities for technological development
that are currently being contemplated. Lastly, even without
technological breakthroughs, it is also possible that at some point
in the future the State may decide to adopt more stringent motor
vehicle emission limits or possibly a motor vehicle inspection and
maintenance program which would ensure that emission control
devices are properly maintained and thereby reduce emissions.

Any air pollution impacts from burning solid waste from the project
could be reduced substantially if the incinerator is fitted with
pollution control equipment, i.e., electrostatic precipitators or
fabric filters. Conservation and recycling programs could also
reduce solid waste which would reduce any related air pollution
emissions proportionately. Quite 1ikely, solid waste from the
project will be processed by the H-Power garbage-to-energy facility
which is fitted with fabric filters to control air pollution. Use
of solid waste to generate power offsets emissions that would

otherwise occur from fossil-fueled power plants.

Environmental Design and Historic Values

1. Visual Quality - Coherence, Diversity, Compatible Use and
Scale

Rating: 1 - Positive Impacts Anticipated
Source: Site Inspection

The existing structure has been abandoned for an extended
period of time, is extremely dilapidated and is an eyesore in
the community. The proposed - project would renovate and
rehabilitate the structure to 1like-new condition thereby

eliminating the blight. -
2. Historic, Cultural and Archaeological Resources
Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Sources: Department of Land and Natural Resources letter
dated April 16, 1990

- 13 -




Site Inspection

The existing structure is included in the State's inventory of
historic sites and appears to meet the criteria for inclusion
on the State/National Registers of Historic Places. DHCD has
determined that the proposed project will have no impact on
the structure, and the Department of Land and Natural
Resources (DLNR) by letter dated April 16, 1990 has concurred
with this determination. The effect of DLNR's concurrence is
that DHCD will have fulfilled its requirements under Chapter
6E, Hawaii Revised Statutes and the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (P. L. 89-665), as amended, DLNR's
Tetter of concurrence is attached as Exhibit 1.

E. Socio-Economic

1.

Demographic/Community Character Impacts
Rating: 3 - Minor Adverse Impacts Anticipated

Sources: Edwin Thomas Home, Social Impact Assessment,
Earthplan, April 1290

The study area for the social impact assessment was defined as
Census Tracts 40, 42, 51 and 52, an area bounded by Nimitz
Highway, River Street, the H-1 Freeway, Richard Street and
Queen Emma Street.

In 1988, an estimated 8,363 people lived in the study area.
The study area population growth rate fluctuated because of
redevelopment efforts. Between 1960 and 1970, the residential
population in both the Downtown (Census Tracts 40 and 42) and
Chinatown {Census Tracts 51 and 52) Sub-Areas decreased by 5.4
percent a year. Since 1970, the population has increased,
with the highest annual growth rates occurring in the 1970s.

The Census Tract 40 population, which includes the project
site, decreased in the 1960s but increased eight times during
the 1970s, with the development of Harbor Square Town and
Harbor Towers. This area has continued to grow in the 1980s,
mostly because of the addition of residential units in the
Executive Centre. In the inland Census Tract 42, the popu-
Jation grew the most between 1970 and 1980, with an annual
growth rate of 10.6 percent. This was due mostly because of
the addition of Kukui Plaza. Since 1980, the residential
population of this area has remained stable.

In Chinatown, revitalization and urbanization efforts caused
the virtual elimination of the residential population in the
mauka portion (Census Tract 51) in the 1960s, followed by the
addition of 1,600 residents in the new multi-family housing
developed by the City during the 1970s. In the 1880s, this
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area continues to grow. The makai portion of Chinatown, or
Census Tract 52, also has a fluctuating residential popu-
lation. 1In the 1960s, growth was modest at 1.3 percent a
year. Although the population decreased in the 1970s, this
area's population almost tripled between 1980 and 1988, as new
multi-family housing projects were constructed in the 1680s.

Based on the 1980 U.S. Census, the residential units in the
area are virtually all in multiple-unit buildinas and are
smaller in size, in comparison to the City and County norm.
The average number of persons per household is much lower than
in the City and County as a whole. 1In all the study area
tracts, most units were occupied by renters. On the Downtown
side of the study area, most units were in condominiums. In
most of the study area, 1980 rents were below the City and
County average. This is in part because of the relatively
high density of government-subsidized housing in the area.

By 1988, the study area contained 4,440 residential units.
Virtually all of these units continue to be multi~-family
units. STightly less than half of these, or 2,055 units, were
in the Downtown Sub-Area,

The 1980 Census shows that the people of the study area were
relatively older when compared to the island wide population.
In much of the study area, a large part of the 1980 population
lived in non-family households. Throughout the study area,
the average number of persons per family was below the City
and County average. In all tracts, the majority of the 1980
population was not Hawaii-born, though the population of
different tracts vary in background.

The Downtown sub-area and the Chinatown sub-area communities
differed in several respects. In the Downtown sub-area, the
population was relatively well educated and affluent. Median
family incomes in the makai portion of Downtown were well
above the Oahu average in 1980, while mauka incomes were close
to the average. In both tracts, few families had incomes
below the poverty 1line. Most families in the Downtown
sub-area did not have children in the household in 1980.
Caucasians formed the largest ethnic group in this area.
While many residents were Hawaii-born, a high percentage were
from other states. The proportion of the population who had
lived in the same house five years previously was low, mostly
because of the then new residential units.-

In the Chinatown sub-area, most residents were far Tless
affluent in 1980. The proportion of both family and
non-family households below the poverty line in Census Tracts
51 and 52 was well above the Qahu averages. Also, many
residents had relatively less schooling.




————

F.

The proposed project is not a residential project. For
practical purposes, however, the Edwin Thomas Home will
increase the study area’s residential population by
approximately 60 people who will live in the area. The
project is well within the City General Plan population
guidelines for the Primary Urban Center, which call for
between 450,775 to 497,751 persons by the year 2010 (based on
State's Series M-K population projects).

Within the study area, the Edwin Thomas Home will have a very
small effect on population increase. In addition to the
estimated 8,363 persons currently living in the study area,
the residential units currently under construction could add
an estimated 1,309 persons, for a near future population of
9,672 persons. The Edwin Thomas Home will account for less
than one percent of this near future population. Relative to
the Tlong-range population assuming implementation of all
proposed residential development, the proposed project will
have a very nominal effect.

Displacement
Rating: 1 - Positive Benefits Anticipated
Source: Site Inspection

Since the existing structure is vacant, the project will not
result in the displacement of any businesses or residents.
The proposed project will have the beneficial impact of
providing transitional housing for families who may have been
displaced from their homes due to condominium conversions,
rent increases, economic hardship or family crisis,

Employment and Income Patterns

Ratings: 1 - Positive Benefits Anticipated (Short Term)
2 - No Impact Anticipated (Long Term)

The proposed project will result in short term employment in
construction related trades during the construction of the

project.

Project residents are expected to be of lower income. How-
ever, because of the small number of residents to be served by
the project relative to the downtown population, income
patterns should not be significantly affected.

Community Facilities and Services

1.

Educational Facilities

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated




Department of Education letter dated October 27,
1989
The Department of Education states that the proposed project

will have a negligible impact on area schools--Royal Elemen-
tary, Central Intermediate and McKinley High Schools.

Source:

Commercial Facilities

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Source: Site Inspection

There are several commercial areas within close proximity to
the project site including the Downtown-Fort Street Mall area
and Chinatown. The Ala Moana Shopping Center is easily
accessible by public transportation. The proposed project
will not displace any commercial establishments.

Health Care
Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Sources: Site Inspection
Existing Land Use Map

The project site is Jocated within 1.5 miles of several major
medical centers including Queen's, St. Francis, Kuakini and
Straub. These medical centers can provide 24-hour emergency
services as well as a full range of medical services. Public
health care is also available at the Lanakila Health Center

and Leahi Hospital which are accessible by public transporta-
tion.

Social Services
Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated
Sources: Site Inspection

Existing Land Use Map -

The project site is conveniently located in close proximity to
many public and private social service agéncies. including the
Department of Human Services, Hawaii Housing Authority,
Department of Health, and City and County offices.

The project's social service coordinator will assist residents

in obtaining a wide range of social services including

welfare, housing assistance, job training and education. The
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project's location will make obtaining these services faster
and more convenient for project residents,

5. Solid Waste

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

The City's Department of Public Works wi

11 provide refuse
collection services for the project.

6. Hastewater

Rating: 2 - No Tmpact Anticipated

Sources: Department of Public Works letter dated November 8,
1989

Department of Health letter dated December 13, 1989

The existing structure is connected to the 8-inch sewer main
on Beretania Street. No individual wastewater systems or
wastewater treatment works will be constructed. The Depart-
ment of Public Works states that the area's wastewater system
is adequate to accommodate the proposed project,

7. Storm Water

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Sources: Site Inspection

Department of Public Works letter dated November 8,
1989 .

Storm water runoff collected
Beretanija Sgreet flows into the

by curbs and gutters along
municipg] drainage system via

The Department of Public Works
states that the proposed project will have no significant
impact on the area's drainage system.

8. Water Supply

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Source: Board of Water Supply Tetter dated November 20, 1989

The proposed project will utilize approximately 138,240
gallons of potable water per day. The existing building is
currently connected to the municipal water system by a
5/8-inch water meter which is connected to the 18-inch water




10.

main on Beretania Street. If additional water is required,
the availability will be confirmed when the building permit is
submitted to the Board of Water Supply (BWS) for its review
and approval. If additionmal water is made available, HEHC
will be required to pay the BWS' water system facilities
charges for the additional service.

Public Safety
a. Police
Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Source: Honolulu Police Department letter dated
November 2, 1990

The Honolulu Police Department states that the proposed
project is not anticipated to have a major impact on
calls for police service in the area.

b. Fire
Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Source: Honolulu Fire Department letter dated
October 26, 1989

The Central Fire Station is located approximately 300
yards away at the corner of Fort Street and Beretania
Street. The Honolulu Fire Department states that the
proposed project will have no adverse impacts on planned
or existing services or faciTities, and that existing
fire protection is considered adequate. The proposed
project will conform to the fire code.

€. Emergency Medical
Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated
See Section F.3., Health Care.

Open Space, Recreation .

Rating: 3 -~ Minor Adverse Impact Anticipated

Sources: Department of Parks and Recreation“ letter dated
October 27, 1989

Department of Parks and Recreation "“Index of Parks
and Facilities," October 1988
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11.

The proposed project will not comply with the City's Park
Dedication Ordinance No. 4621 because the existing structure
is built out to the property 1ines and contains no open space.
The City will request an exemption to the Park Dedication
Ordinance under Section 201E-210, Hawaii Revised Statutes.

The nearest public recreation area is Kamamalu Playground
located on Vineyard Boulevard at Queen Emma Street approxi-
mately 1/2 mile from the project site. The 5.3 acre park is
well equipped with 2 1lighted volleyball courts, 2 lighted
tennis court, 1 1lighted softball field, children's play
apparatus and comfort station. Additional basketball courts
are available at Central Intermediate School. The 5.3 acre
Beretania Community Park is approximately 1/2 mile from the
project site,

The 76.348 acre Ala Moana Beach Park is the nearest regional
park in the area and contains a wide range of facilities and
an excellent swimming beach.

Transportation

Ratings: 3 -~ Minor Adverse Impacts Anticipated (Short Term)
2 -~ No Impacts Anticipated

Sources: Department of Land Utilization letter dated
November 24, 1989

Department of Transportation Services letter dated
November 20, 1989

Department of Transportation Jletter received
November 6, 1989

OKOA, Inc., letter dated October 27, 1989

The project site contains no off-street parking and Toading
spaces. The owners of the properties along the Fort Street
mall claim ownership to the alley next to the project site and
have indicated that they will not allow HEHC to utilize the
alley as a parking or loading area because the alley is used
as a fire exit. Regardiess of ownership, HEHC has easement
rights over the alley for loading and unloading. Additional
loading may occur at Chaplain Lane, approximately 1/2 block
from the project site.

The Department of Land Utilization states that the proposed
project is located within the Downtown Parking Improvement
District and is exempt from parking requirements under LUOQ
Section 3.70-0. In addition, no loading spaces are required.
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The rate of automobile ownership by homeless families s
expected to be low and residents will not be allowed to park
automobiles at the project site. HEHC will arrange parking
for residents and staff offsite.

The project site is Tlocated close to three main bus Tines on
Beretania, King and Hotel Streets, making public transporta-
tion easily accessible to project residents.

Temporary closure of Tlanes on Beretania Street during
construction of the proposed project may be required to allow
the loading and unloading of materials at the project site.
Lane closures will be coordinated with the Department of
Transportation Services to minimize the inconvenience to
motorists.

G. Natural Features

1.

2.

Water Supply
Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated
Sources: Board of Water Supply, “"Oahu Water Plan," July 1982

The proposed project is located in the Board of Water Supply's
Honolulu Water Use District which encompasses some 88 square
miles from Makapuu Point to Moanalua. The Honolulu Water Use
District is reliant on water developed in other water use
districts and imported via the BWS' transmission system.

The proposed project is not located near any streams, lakes,
rivers or wells. The project does not involve the discharge

of wastewater into the ground which could affect water quality
or yields.

Floodplain Management

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated

Sources: Department of the Army letter dated October 26, 1989
Federal Emergency Management Agency, "Flood Insur-

ance Rate Map, City and County of Honolulu," Panel
No. 150001 0115B

The project site is located in flood zone X, én area deter-
mined to be outside of the 500-year floodplain.

Wetlands Protection

Rating: 2 - No Impact Anticipated
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5.
6.

Sources: Department of the Army letter dated October 26, 1989

Site Inspection

The proposed project is jocated in an area which has been in
urban use for an extended period of time and there are no
wetlands in the area. A Pepartment of the Army permit is not

required for the proposed project.

Coastal Zone Management

Rating: 2 - No Impacts pnticipated

Spurce: Office of State Planning letter dated April 10, 1990
The Office of State Planning has concurred with DHCD's
determination that the proposed project is consistent with the

Hawaii Coastal Zone Management _Program. 0ffice of State
Planning's letter of concurrence 1S attached as Exhibit 2.

Unique Natural Features
Vegetation and Animal Life

Rating: 2 - No Impacts Anticipated

Sources: Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife
Service, letter dated October 23, 1989

Site Inspection

The project site and the surrounding area has been in urban
use for an extended period of time. As the entire area has
been developed, there aré no unique natural features in the
project area. The Fish and Wildlife Services states that the
proposed project will have no impact on fish or wildlife

resources.
Agricultural Lands
Rating: 2 - No Impacts Anticipated

Sources: Department of Agriculture letter dated November 17,
1989

Site Inspection

The proposed project is in an area which has been in urban use
for an extended period of time. The proposed project will not
result in the conversion of agricultural lands to a nonagri-

cultural use.
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DETERMINATION

It is determined that the proposed actions will have no significant
jmpact on the human environment and that an Environmental Impact
Statement is not required. The reasons supporting this determination

are as follows:

1.

7.

10.

11.

The number of units to be emplaced by the proposed project is far
below the threshold (2,500 units{ which would require the
preparation and dissemination of an environmental impact statement
under the provisions of Section 58.37, Federal Register, Volume 47,

No. 70 dated April 12, 1982,

The proposed project will not generate a significant amount of
additional vehicular traffic which would result in an increase in
vehicle generated air pollution or ambient noise levels.

Short term increases in ambient noise levels generated by
construction activities will be mitigated through compliance with
Title 11, Department of Health Administrative Rules, Chapter 43,

"Community Noise Controls for Oahu."

The escape of fugitive dust into the environment will be mitigated
by frequent watering of the project site.

The project will be an extension of the mixed use character of the
surrounding neighborhood and is expected to be rompatible with the
surrounding community.

The project will have no impact on the existing historic structure.
The State Historic Preservation Officer has concurred with this
determination and all requirements under Chapter 6E, Hawaii Revised
Statutes, and the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (P.L.
89-665) as amended have been fulfilled.

A11 infrastructure is available and adequate to support the
proposed project.

Community services including social services, public transpor-
tation, medical care, police and fire protection are available to

project residents.

The project is in conformance with parking and loading space
requirements. HEHC will make offsite parking arrangements for
residents and project staff. Loading activities will take place in
the alley adjacent to the property or on nearby Chaplain Lane.

Although the project will have no onsite recreation amenities,
several parks are located in close proximity to the project site.

The project is located in an area that has been in urban use for an
extended period of time. The proposed project will have no impact
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12.

on fish and wildlife resources, vegetation, natural features and
views.

The proposed project will have the positive benefits of providing
transitional shelter to homeless families and rehabilitating a
severely dilapidated historic structure to Tike-new condition,

A negative declaration will be published in the Office of Environ-
mental Quality Control Bulletin and a Finding of No Significant
Impact will be published in a newspaper of general circulation.
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DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES LETTER
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JOHN WAIHEE
COVERMON OF HAWAN

STATE OF HAWAI
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
P. O. BOX &2t
HONOLULU, HAWAILI 96809

APR 1 6 1990

REF :HP-AL

Mr. Mike Scarfone

Department of Housing and Community Development
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 95813

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

SUBJECT: Renovation of Hustace Block

Thank you for your letter of March 27,
proposed renovation of the former Husta
Thomas Home (TMK: 2-1-3: 6).
determinationg that:

1. This building appears to meet the

National Register of Historic Places, and

2. The proposed plans will have no effect upon the historic

character of this building.

- Very truly y

WILLIAM W. TY
Chairperson and s

te
Historic Preserva

on Officer

kY
rey

- *
.-

WILLIAM W. PATY, CHAIRPEASON

BOARD OF LAND AND MATURAL AESOURCES

CEPUTIES

‘ Keith W. Ahue

MANABU TAGOMORI
AUSSELL N. FUKUMOTD

AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM

ADUATIC RESOURCES

CONSERYATION AND
ENVINONMENTAL AFFAIRS

CONSERVATION AND
RESOUACES ENFORCEMEMT

CORVEYANCES

FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE

LAND MAMAGEMENT

STATE MISTORIC PRESERVATION

STATE PARKS

WATER AND LAND DEVELOPUENT

04,

81 udy

1990, pertainifg to The
ce Block for the Edwin
We concur with your agency's ©

criteria for listing in the




EXHIBIT 2

HAWAIT COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM COMPLIANCE
OFFICE OF STATE PLANNING LETTER OF CONCURRENCE




¢ C
OFFICE OF STATE PLANNING

i )..] Office of the Governor :

JONN WANEE. Goverror
:F STATE CAMTOL, HONOURL. HAWAIT D6813  TELEPHONE 1808} 348-5893

Ref. No. P-664

April 10, 1990

The Honorable Michael N. Scarfone

Director

Department of Housing and Comeunity e
Development o

City and County of Honolulu I

650 South King Street . . -

Henolulu, Hawaii 96813

A CHHOD ¥
p i e

120 91 udy 06

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

Subject: Hawaii Coastal Zone Mana
Consistency

gement (CZM) Program Federal
(1K 2-

for the Edwin Thomas Home Project
1-3:6), Honolulu, Hawaii (FC/90-011) ..

Thank you for informing us of the recently acquired information that the
subject project involves a structure of historic significance. According to
your letter dated April 4, 1990, the proposed project will have no impact on
the existing structure and your agency will be complying with State and Federal
historic preservation requirements as contained in Chapter 6E, HRS, and the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-665), as amended. On this
basis, our CZIM consistency

approval which was previously granted on March 21,
1990, is still applicable. ,

Thank you for your continued coo

Program. If you have any questions,

peration in complying with the Hawaii CZM
at 548-5973.

Please feel free to contact our CZM office

Sincerely,

7 AW

Harold S. $25umoto
. Director

.cc: Dept. of Land Utilization,
City and County of Honolulu
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AGENCIES AND INDIVIDUALS CONSULTED




DISTRIBUTION LIST

Federal

Department of Housing and Urban Development

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service

State

Department of Education

Department of Business and Economic Development
Office of State Planning, Governor's Office
Department of Land and Natural Resources

Department of Health

Office of Environmental Quality Control

Department of Transportation
Department of Agriculture
Hawaii Housing Authority

Housing Finance and Development Corporation
University of Hawaii Environmental Center

Land Use Commission

City

Department of General Planning
Department of Land Utilization

Department of Transportation Services

Building Department

Department of Public Works
Department of Parks and Recreation
Board of Water Supply

Fire Department

Honolulu Police Department

0ffice of Human Resources
Department of Finance

Other

Councilmember Gary Gill
City Council

City and County of Honolulu
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 .

Mr. Andrew Rothstein, Chair
Downtown Neighborhood Board No. 13
c¢/o Neighborhood Commission

City Hall, 4th Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Mr. Richard W. Gushman, II
700 Bishop Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Mr. Wiiliam Grant, Executive
Director

Downtown Improvement Association

700 Bishop Street, Suite 1005

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Mr. Chatt G. Wright, President
Hawaii Pacific College

1166 Fort Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Kukui Plaza Association
1255 Nuuanu Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817




Honorable John DeSoto

City Council

City and County of Honolulu
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Honorable Neil Abercrombie
City Council

City and County of Honolulu
Honotulu, Hawaii 96813

Downtown Business Council
1146 Fort Street Mall, Suite 201
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813




APPENDIX I
AGENCY RESPONSES

Response
Date

Federal
Department of Housing and Urban Development 12/12/89
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 10/26/89
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 10/23/89
State
Department of Education 10/27/89
Department of Business and Economic Development 11/ 7/89
Office of State Planning, Governor's Office ———
Department of Health 12/13/89
Department of Land and Natural Resources 1/12/90
Office of Environmental Quality Control -——
Department of Transportation Received 11/ 6/89
Department of Agriculture 11/17/89
Hawaii Housing Authority 11/20/89
Housing Finance and Development Corporation 11/14/89
Land Use Commission 10/23/89
City
Department of General Planning 11/ 7/89
Department of Land Utilization 1/24/90
Department of Transportation Services 11/20/89
Building Department 10/24/89
Department of Public Works . 11/ 8/89
Department of Parks and Recreation 10/27/89
Board of Water Supply 11/20/89
Fire Department 10/26/89
Honolulu Police Department 11/ 2/89
Office of Human Resources 10/27/89
Department of Finance 11/ 2/89
Others
Downtown Neighborhood Board No. 13 11/19/89
Downtown Improvement Association 11/ 3/89
Councilmember Gary Gill -———

Councilmember John DeSoto -—
Councilmember Neil Abercrombie -——-
Mr. Richard W. Gushman, II 10/27/89
and 3/12/90
Mr. Chatt G. Wright, President, Hawaii Pacific College ———
Kukui Plaza Association ——
Downtown Business Council -




U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

.ﬁ""lp
\t Honolulu Qftice, Region X

:* * 300 Ala Moana Blvd.,, Room 3318, Box 50007
“‘h ‘i Honolulu, Hawaii 96850-4991
ane 89-407
December 12, 1985
Mr. Michael Scarfone, Director
Dept. of Housing & Community Development
City and County of Honolulu R S
650 South King Street 2=
Honolulu, HI, 96813 = -
] - M}
Dear Mr. Scarfone: =R N
=.= S
SUBJECT: Environmental Assessment - Edwin Thomas Home g;“; .

This responds to your request for comments for your considerdtionid
in preparing an environmental assessment on the rehabilitation of a cof~
mercial building on Beretania Street. We understand that this facility
will be used as transitional housing for 85 homeless persons. Our com-
ments follow:

1. A full Environmental Impact Statement would not be required
under HUD environmental review requirements.

2 The level of environmental assessment will be dependent upon
the cost of rehabilitation. You may want to refer to 24 CFR
Part 58.35(a)(4) to determine if a full environmental
assessment is required or if the proposed action meets the cri-
teria of a categorically excluded activity.

3. The State Historic Preservation Officer must be given an oppor-
tunity to comment on the proposed action in accordance with 36
CFR Part 800.4 .

4, In your assessment of vehicular traffic noise, you may want to
refer to 24 CFR Part 51.101(a){2) for guidance.

If you have any questions or need further assistance, you may call
Frank Johnson at 541-1327.

Ver, incerely yours,

jd@é/—

Calvin Lew ~

Director

Community Planning
and Development Division

Y 2




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, HONOLULU
BUILDING 230
FT. SHAFTER, HAWAIl 96858-5440

October 26, 1989

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

Planning Branch

Mr. Michael N. Scarfone, Director

Department of Housing and
Community Development

650 South King Street, S5th Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 '

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the
Environmental Assessment (EA) Preparation Notice for
the proposed rehabilitation of the abandoned commercial
building at 41 South Beretania Street, Oahu, Honolulu,
Hiwaii (Edwin Thomas Home). The following comments are
offered:

4. A Department of the Army (DA) permit will not
be required for this project.

b. The flood hazard information provided on page 1
of the Fact Sheet is correct.

Sincerely,

RisuX Cheung

Chief, Engineering Division




United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

PACIFIC ISLANDS OFFICE
P.O. BOX 50167
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 88850
ES
: Room 630

October 23, 1989

Mr. Michael N. Scarfone, Director ce ot

Department of Housing and 55
Community Development

City and County of Honclulu

650 South King Street, 5th Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 86813

Mot
LI

»
3G LY W I G

8T
B B TS
l'(

Re: Environmental Assessment Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corporation
Bdwin Thomas Home

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

We have reviewed the referenced material dated October 16, 1989 and find that
due to its nature, the proposed project will have no significant deleterious

impact on fish and wildlife rescurces within our jurisdiction. Please do not !
hesitate to call on us if we may be of further assistance.

We appreciate this opportunity to comment.

Sincerely yours,

Ernest Kosaka ;
Field Office Supervisor :
Environmental Services

Lo cc: NMFS - WPPO
’ DLNR
EPA, San Francisco




CHARLES T. TOGUCH!

JOHN WAIHEE
GOVERMOR SUPLRINTENDENT
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
P. O, BOX 2350
HONOLULY, HAWAIL 96804

OFFICE OF THE 5UPERINTENDENT October 27, 1989
e
85 ©

==

o prnd
= =
e R
Mr. Michael N. Scarfone, Director I o
Department of Housing and Community Development ?ﬁ* =
City and County of Honolulu =L =
650 S. King Street R G
S K

Henolulu, Hawaii 96813
Dear Mr, Scarfone:
SUBJECT: Environmental Assessment

Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corporation
Edwin Thomas Home

Our review of the Proposed transitional residence for ¢
homeless persons indicates that there will be negligible i
impact on the area schools - Royal Elementary, Central

Intermediate, and McKinley High School

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sipncerely,
Q&-@J’@‘g di
Chdrles T, Togichi
Superintendent
CTT: Jj1 . .
ce: Mr. E., Imai
Dr. M. Oda -

-t

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




JOHN WAIHEE

ROGER A. ULVELING
DIRECTOR

;. X\ DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS B -
81).) AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT s et

KAMAMALL BUILDING, 250 SOUTH KING ST, HONOLULLL HAWAN
MAILING ADDRESS: PO. BOX 2359, HONOLIUA HAWAY O6804  TELEX: 7430250 HIDPED  FAX: (808) 5238637

November 7, 1989

ERRN

in
4
K

PR
S

0 TIAT WAOD %

The Honorable Michael N. Scarfone

Director
Department of Housing and Community Development

City and County of Honolulu
650 South King Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: Environmental Assessment
Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corporation
Edwin Thomas Home

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

The Department of Business and Economic Development
no comments to the proposed Edwin Thomas Home.

Roger A. Ulveling

RAU:dq

10 1d 6- AN 68,




JOHN WAIHEE
GOVIANOR OF HAWAII

To:

From:

Subject:

JOHN C. LEWIN, M.D,
DIREICTOR DF HEALTH

STATE OF HAWwAII
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

P. Q. BOX Ja74
OLULUY, HAWAI 1]
HONOLULY ! vooo In reply, please refer fo:

December 13, 1989 EPHSD

R .
Michael N. Scarfone, Director 8= &
Department of Housing & Community Development == =
City & County of Honolulu =

= -
Deputy Director of Environmental Health :,-‘-, o

8¢,
Environmental Assessment (EA) e e
Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corp. = x_g:

Edwin Thomas House

Thank you for allowing us to review and comment on the subject EA.

We promote the following comments:

Wastewater Disposal

The subject building is within a municipal sewered area and public
sewer service is available. Therefore, the project should dispose of its
wastewater via the public sewer system.

No private wastewater systems or individual wastewater systems should
be allowed for the project.

Noise and Radiation

1, There are concerns relating to noise emanating from operations of
existing commercial buijldings and establishments, including those
associated with stationary equipment, delivery services, refuse
collection and vehicular traffie, which may have a negative
impact on residents of the proposed facility.

2. In order to minimize potential impacts on the surrounding
community, mitigative measures should be'incorporated into the
project design to insure that noise from equipment such as air
conditioning units, exhaust fans, compressors and generators
comply with the provisions of Title 11, Administrative Rules
Chapter 43, Community Noise Control for Oahu.

-l
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T N

MICHAEL N. SCARFONE -2-

December 13, 1989

Construction activities must comply with the provisions of
Title 11, Administrative Rules Chapter 43, Community Noise
Control for Oshu.

a.

The contractor must obtain a nojse bermit if the noise levels
from the construction activities are expected to exceed the
allowable levels of the regulations.,

Construetion equipment and on-site vehicles requiring an
exhaust of gas or air must be equipped with mufflers.

The contractor must comply with the requirements specified
in the regulations and conditions issued with the permit.




JOHN WAIHEE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAN

AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM
AQUATIC RESOURCES

CONSERVATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

CONSCRVATION AND
RESOUACES ENFORCEMENT

CONVEYANCES

FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF LAND MWANAGEMENT m?EI:;NR;G:HENT

P. O. BOX &1 WATER AND LAND DEVELOPMENT
HONOLULU, HAWAN 98800

January 12, 1990

N
-nd

Mr., Michael N. Scarfone

Director

Department of Housing and
Community Development

City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

¢
e

AR

FEUDTIATY M) 7

£ eV LI e 08,

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

Subject: Environmental Assessment, Hawaii Ecumenical Housing
Corporation, Edwin Thomas Home

Thank you for your reguest for our comments on your
Environmental Assessments for the Planned transitional residence
structure on Beretania Street located between Fort Street Mall and
Bethel Street.

We have no objections to the proposed project.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please
feel free to contact us at 548-3262.

Vv truly yours,

DEAN UC dAl/ d{‘g '

Oahu Digtrict{Rand Agent

Cc: Mr. M. Kealoha
Mr. W. Yuen




JOHN WAIHEE
GOVEANOR

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

869 PUNCHBOWL STREET
HONOLULL, HAWALIL BES13-5037

Mr. Michael H. Scarfone :r*
Director 2rn
Department of Housing & Community =

Development —
City and County of Honolulu Qt'
650 South King Street A
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

F4JQJ

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

Environmental Assessment (EA)
Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corporation
Edwin Thomas Home

EDWARD Y. HIRATA
DIRECTOR

DEPUTY DIRECTORS
JOHN K. UCHIMA
RONALD N. HIRAND
DAN T, KOCHI
JEANNE K. SCHULTZ

IN REPLY REFER TO:
HWY-PS
2.9072

Y 9- AN 68,

65

Thank you for your letter of October 16, 1989 requesting our

review of the subject EA.

The proposed project will not significantly affect our
highway facilities.

Very truly yours,

dward Y, Hirata

Director of Transportation

State
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JOHN WAIHEE
GOVERNOR

Mr. Michael Scarfone, Director
Department of Housing and Community Development
City and county of Honolulu

YUKIO KITAGAWA
CHATRPERSON, BOARD OF AGRICULTURE

SUZANNE D. PETERSON
DEPUTY TO THE CHAIRPERSON

FAX: 548-6100

State of Hawaii

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE Mailing Address:
1428 So. King Street P. 0. Box 22159
Honolulu, Hawali 96814-2512 Honoluly, Hawaii 96822-0159

November 17, 1989

AT WNOD P
BEAOICTRE AW ¢

AW 0N ZZ iN A8,

AL

650 South King Street
Honolulw, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

Subject:

Environmental Assessment

Hawaii Ecumenical Hecusing Corporation
Edwin Thomas Home

TMK: 2-1~03: 6 Honolulu, Oahu

Area: 3,657 square feet

The Department of Agriculture has reviewed the subject
Assessment and has no comments to offer.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

e gy
10 KITAGAWA

Chairperson, Board of Agriculture




MITSUO SHITO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JOHH WAIHEE
GOVEANGR

= FAX NO. (803) B45-3313

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
HAWAI HOUSING AUTHORITY

z IN REPLY REFER
e, 0. BOX 17907 To0:

HONOLULU. HAWAII 96817
89/PLNG:1657A

November 20, 1989

Mr. Michael N. Scarfone, Director

Department of Housing and Community Development
City and County of Honolulu

650 S. King Street, 5th Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 oLt

I 6d §Z AN 68,

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

SUBJECT: REVIEW AND COMMENTS
HAWAII ECUMENICAL HCUSING CORPORATION
EDWIN THOMAS HOME

With regard to your request for a review and comments
concerning the Department of Housing and Community Development's
plan to fund the Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corporation's
rehabilitation of a commercial building on North Beretania Street
into the Edwin Thomas Home, we have found the proposed project
conforms to the goals and objectives of the Hawaii State Plan
for Housing for 1988 (Policy C{4)) and with the State of Hawaii
Comprehensive Homeless Assistance Plan.

We are encouraged by the proposal to provide a transitional

! residence for homeless persons where they may receive much needed
| support, including: counseling, opportunities for education

t and life-skills training. The opportunity to have many of these

Lo services provided on the site will greatly benefit the residents.
| We consider the project's location amenable to these needs of

: its proposed residents; .close to educational facilities, as well

? as, health and other human services.

vy

We hope that long term case management will be. offered to
those individuals and families in need. Our other concerns lie
with the management of the facility and rents. We hope that
your management operational plan will adequately serve the residents
and that rents will remain affordable.




Mr. Michael N. Scarfone
November 20, 1989
Page two

Lastly, we hope that the facility and its operations will
not adversely affect surrounding business and residential
establishments. We suggest that a community acceptance strategy
should accompany the development proposal. '

If you should have any guestions please contact me at 848-3230
or Andrea Harkness at 848-3255,

Sincerely,

Yz 2y =

MITSUO SHITO
Executive Director




JOHN WAIHEE

JOSEPH K. CONANT
QOVIRNON

ENECUTIVE DINECTON

STATE OF HAwALl
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE IN REPLY REFER TO!:
HOUSING FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
SEVEN Y/ATERFAONT PLAZA, SUITE 300
500 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD

HONOLULY, HAWAN 98813 89:PLNG/4600 jt

FAX [808) 543-5841

e
S
November 14, 1989 g
.. =
: =
MEMORANDUM SN
e
TO: Mr. Michael N. Scarfone, Director ég_ o
Department of Housing and -7l . s
Community Development = &

FROM: Joseph K. Conant

SUBJECT: Environmental Asses

sment for the Proposed Edwin
Thomas Home, Hawaii

Ecumenical Housing Corporation

The Housing Finance ang Development corporation is
supportive of the proposed pProject which will increase
residential opportunities for the homeless.
talking to the Hawaij Ecumenical Housin

possibility of participating in the interim and take-out
financing for the project.

ued. Starff
ting your staff
ism.

Thank you for the_opportun' to comment,

ANT
EXecutive birector




STATE OF HAWAII JOHN WATHEE

Governo
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS cvernar
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RENTON L.K. NIP
Chairman
LAWRENCE, F. CHWN
LAND USE COMMISSION Yice Chairman
Room 108, 01d Fedara) Buflding, 135 Merchant Street COMMEISSTON MEMRERS:

Honolulu, Hewatt 96813  Telephona: 548-4611
Sharon R. Himeno

Allen K, Hoa

Allen Y. Xajfoka
Eusedio Lapenia, Jr,
James M, Shinno

Elton Wada

Frederick P. Whittemore

ESTHER UEDA

October 23, 1989 Executive Officer
T
: O
‘8
Mr. Michael N. Scarfone, Director o =
Department of Housing and Community - ™

Development Y

City and County of Honolulu 29
650 South King Street, 5th Floor S
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 P "

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

Subject: Environmental Assessment, Hawaii Ecumenical
Housing Corporation, Edwin Thomas Home

We have no comments to offer except that the subject
project located at Tax Map Key No. 2-1-3:06, Honolulu,
is designated within the State Land Use Urban District.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

- ESTHER UEDA
Executive Officer

EU:to

v
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DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL PLANNING
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

650 SOUTH KING STREET
HONOLULU, HAWALI 98812

DONALD A. CLEGG
CHIEF PLANNING OFFICER

FRANNK F, FAS)
MAYOR

GENE CONNELL
DEPUTY CHIEF FLANNING OFFICER

KK/DGP 10/89-3820

November 7, 1989

S &
o2
g0
o B
MEMORANDUM =i &
. .75
o3
TO: MICHAEL N. SCARFONE, DIRECTOR <. =
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT -

FROM: DONALD A. CLEGG, CHIEF PLANNING OFFICER.
DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL PLANNING

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
HAWAII ECUMENICAL HOUSING CORPORATION
EDWIN THOMAS HOME

We have reviewed the pPrelimipary information on the
Project and do not foresee any significant long term
environmental impacts related to the proposed use. Short
term impacts related to construction and long term impacts
related to the proposed use should be described in the
environmental assessment.

Since the subject site was previously developed, we
pProject no impacts on flora or fauna.

Traffic and air quality impacts should occur primarily
during the construction Phase since- no parking facility is
Planned. Operation of the site as a boarding house for
the homeless should not generate a significapt amount of
tratfic. ) .

Based on our pPreliminary review of the Project and barring
discovery of any unforeseen significant impacts during the
Preparation of the environmental assessment, a negative
dec%aration would appear to be appropriate for this
project.

atw




Michael N. Scarfone
November &6, 1989
Page 2

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this
broposal. 1If you have any questions, contact Keith
Kurahashi at ext. 6051.

,(ﬂ il C@C?fj

DONALD A. CLEGG
Chief Planning Officer




DEPARTMENT OF LAND UTILIZATION
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

830 SOUTH KING STREET
HONOLULY, HAWAII 86811 @ 1BOB) 323.4432

DONALD A. CLEGG
S tiineitiiibbeind

DINECTOR

LORETTA CHEE
[y

PEFUTY DINECTOR

LU10/89-6712(KS)

FRANK F. FAS)
HAYOR

January 24, 1990

Re -

MEMORANDUM 2s; b=
T0: MICHAEL SCARFONE, DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY U:EVELONEENT
FROM: DONALD. A. CLEGG, DIRECTOR OF LAND UTILIZATION z- &
SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT, EDWIN THOMAS HOME 5, ~
HAWATT ECUMENICAL HOUSING CORPORATION N

The proposed facility is ‘Yocated in the BMX-4 Central Business Mixed Use
District. Based on the information provided, the proposal will be considered
a "boarding facility" under the Land Use Ordinance (LUOD).

Since the parcel 1s located within the Downtown Parking Improvement District,
the project is exempt from parking requirements under LUD Sec. 3.70-14.8B.
Also, pursuant to Sec, 3.70-10, no loading spaces are required.

We have reviewed preliminary building permit plans and find that the project
does not comply with the LUO in the following areas:

Floor Area. The building is a nonconforming structure, and proposed
renovation work involves an increase in nonconformity, which is not permitted
under LUO Sec. 3.120.8.

Signage. A separate permit must be processed for the proposed sign.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. If you have any questions, please
contact Kathy Sokugawa of our staff at ext.-5072.

(ﬁ::zyw~£i;7c:2;%§§'

DONALD A. CLEGH
Director of Land Utilization

DAC:ap
0096L




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
CITY AND COUNTY OF MHONOLULU

HONROLULU MUNICIPAL BUILDING
830 SOUTH KING STREET
HONOLULY, HAWAII 98813

ALFRED J. THIEDE

FRANK F. FASI
DIRECTOR

MAYOR

-

JOSEPH M, MAGALDL, JR.
DEPUTY DIRKCTOR

TE-6635
PL1.1806
November 20, 1989 N

o &

g
b ] -
MEMORANDUM SE S
g _—
TO: MICHAEL N. SCARFONE, DIRECTOR =
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENy: E:

FROM: ALFRED J. THIEDE, DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: EDWIN THOMAS HOME
HAWAII ECUMENICAL HOUSING CORPORATION

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
TMK: 2-1-3: 6

This is in response to your memorandum of October 16, 1989
regarding the Environmental Assessment. The parking and loading
activities should be thoroughly addressed. This section of
Beretania Street between Alakea Street and Nuuanu Avenue is
regularly congested and cannot afford to be impeded in any way.

Should there be any questions, please contact Jimmy Dwight at

Local 5014.

dé;hLFRED J. THIEDE

-




BUILDING DEPARTMENT
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU MUNICIPAL BUILDING
650 $OUT= NG ATRELT
g% OLuaw #Anal 681D

HERBERT K. MURAOKA
DIKECTON AND BUILOING SUFLRINTENDINT

FRANK F, FAS!
wAYOR

PB 89-956

October 24, 1989 .

E.""g

—

‘A

MEMO TO: MICHAEL N. SCARFONE, DIRECTOR L
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:} 3

FROM: HERBERT K. MURAOKA R

DIRECTOR AND BUILDING SUPERINTENDENT
SUBJECT: EDWIN THOMAS HOME

We have reviewed the subject project and request that it be
renovated in conformance with all applicable building codes.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer our comments. Should
there be any questions, please have your staff contact
Douglas Collinson at local 637S.

fd?\/w'v:’! tw'fu\
HERBERT K. MURACKA

Director and Building Superintendent

cc: J. Harada




DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

630 S0OUTH KING STREET
HONOLULU, HAWALI 98813

SAM CALLEJO
DIRECTOM AND CHIEF ENQINEER

In reply refer to:
ENV 89-208(449)

FRANK F, FAS!
HNAYDR

November 8, 1989

R

L v
MEMORANDUM _O‘: =

x:
TO: MICHAEL N. SCARFONE, DIRECTOR .

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPM

-

Ly

1t

FROM: SAM CALLEJOQ, DIRECTOR AND CHIEF ENGINEER

2]

%ﬂ |
hl:AY €1 AN 68,

“ LT

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA)
EDWIN THOMAS HOME
TMK: 2-1-3: 06

We have reviewed the subject EA and have the following comments:

1. Existing sewers are adequate for the proposed transitional
residence facility.

2. There is no significant impact on drainage.

8@ ee b

CALLEJO
Director and Chief Engineer

Ta




DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

830 SOUTH KING STREET
HONOLULLU, HAWAI 96810

FRANKF.FASI
MAYOR

WALTER M, OZAWA
DINESTOR

HIROAKI MORITA
DEPUTY DIRCCTON

October 27, 1989

T0: MIKE N. SCARFONE, DIRECTOR 3
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT _ =)

-—

FROM: WALTER M. OZAWA, DIRECTOR - w
SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ;ﬂ =
EDWIN THOMAS HOME - DOWNTOWN iF o

TAX MAP KEY: 2-1-03: 6 il %g

We have reviewed the Environmental Assessment to rehabilitate a two-story
structure in downtown to create a transitional residence for the homeless
and offer the following comments and recommendation,

Since residential rooms are being proposed, the project will be subject
to compliance with the City's Park Dedicatjon Ordinance No. 4621,
However, since the project is transitional, we recommend that you request

an exemption from the Park Dedication Ordinance No. 4621 under Chapter
343, HRS.

Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. Jason Yuen of our
Advance Planning Branch at extension 6315.

ALTER M., OZAWA,
WMO: js ' S




BOARD OF WATER SUFPPLY FRANK F. FAS!, Mayor

DONNA B. GOTH, Chairman
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU JOHN K. TSUL, Vice Chairman

SISTER M. DAVILYN AH CHICK, O.5.F,
630 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET SAM CALLEJO
EDWARD Y. HIRATA

HONOLULU, HAWALI 96843 WALTER O. WATSON, JR.
. MAURICE H. YAMASATO

KAZU HAYASHIDA
M i i
November 20 , 1989 anager and Chia! Engineer

TO: MICHAEL N. SCARFONE, DIRECTOR =
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
c s

FROM: KAZU HAYASHIDA, MANAGER AND CHFEF ENGINEER - L7
BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY = .

d ¢C \0N 68

SUBJECT: YOUR MEMORANDUM OF OCTOBER 16, 1989 REGARDING
THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR HAWAIX
ECUMENICAL HOUSING CORPORATION, EDWIN THOMAS
HOME

We have the following comments on the proposed project:

1. The Environmental Assessment should specify the
amount of potable water required to accommodate
the proposed project.

2. There is an existing 5/8-inch water meter
serving the existing building. If additional
water is required, the availabillty shall be
confirmed when the building permit is submitted
for our review-and approval. If water is made
available, the applicant shall b€ required to
pay our Water System Facilities Charges for the
additional supply. Credit shall be given for
the existing sexrvice. .

If you have any questions, please contact Lawrence Whang
at 527-6138.

Pure Water . . . man’s greatest need - use it wisely




FIRE DEPARTMENT
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

1435 6. BERETANIA STREET, ROOM 308
HONOLULLU, HAWAN 96014

FRANK F, FASI

FRANK ¥, HAHODHANOHANO
ATO N

FIRE CHICF

LIONEL E. CAMARA
BEPUTY FIAC CHILF

October 25, 1989

T0: MICHAEL N. SCARFONE, DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

FROM: FRANK K. KAHOOHANOHANO, FIRE CHIEF
SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

HAWATII ECUMENICAL HOUSING CORPORATION
EOWIN THOMAS HOME

! We have reviewed the subject material provided and foresee no adverse impact
: in Fire Department facilities or services, planned or now provided, existing
fire protection 1s considered adequate,

Should you have any questions, please contact Battalion Chief Michael Zablan
of our Administrative Services Bureau at local 3838.

‘FRANK K.7S;; ANGHANO

Fire Chief
DY :ny




POLICE DEPARTMENT
AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

1495 SOUTH BCRETANIA STREOLT
HONOLULLY., HAWAI: 28814 « ARE & CODL (8081 B43-3V11

FRANK F, FAS)
MAYOR

DOUGLAS G, GIDD
CHIEF

WARREN FERHREIRA
DEPUTY CHIEF

: QUR REFERENCE SS_LK

November 2, 19289

PHH0D »
H]

-

TIACIN
LN
ot

TO: MICHAEL N. SCARFONE, DIRECTOR e
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

WM €- AN 68,

FROM: DOUGLAS G. GIBB, CHIEF OF POLICE
HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

HAWAII ECUMENICAL HOUSING CORPORATION
EDWIN THOMAS HOME

We have reviewed the preliminary information for the above

proposal and have no objections to the development of the
facility.

We do not foresee the project to have a major impact on calls for
police services in the area.

Thank you for allowing us to provide comments.

DOUGLAS G. GIBB
Chief of Pplice

A i
. By ’4‘/(/ y 7l
) OSEPH AVEIRO

ssistant Chief of Police
Support Services -Bureau




FRANK F. FASI

MAYOR

OFFICE OF HUMAN RESOURCES
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONDLULU MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 6TH FLOOR
630 SOUTH KING STREET
HONOLULU. HAWAII 96810 » (808) 327-3311

MARIA VICTORIA R. BUNYE
oIMECTOR

VICTOR D. GUILLERMO, JR.
DEFUTY DIRCCTOR

October 27, 1989

TO: MICHAEL N. SC ONE, DIRECTOR

[

DEPARTMENT.OF HOUSING ANDyCOMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT &3

’ . Jd

FROM: (o s DI wootE

OFFICE OF HUMAN RESOURCES

LTI

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: HAWAII ECUMENICAL F&
HOUSING CORPORATION -~ EDWIN THOMAS HOME ”

4¢: ¢d

The Office of Human Resources has reviewed the above cited
request. We support the release of CDBG funds to aid the Hawaii
Ecumencial Housing Corporation in its renovation effort to
provide a transitional residence for Oahu’s homeless. A facility
of this nature will be able to provide much needed services in
helping the homeless towards becoming self-sufficient.

Thank you for the opportuniﬁy to comment on this matter.

-l




DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAN 08B

- FRANKF, FASI

THEQDORE G. JUNG
MAYOR

QIRECTON

GLEN 5. NONAKA
OCPUTY DIRECTAR

November 2, 1989

z @
Qo o
T
X B
TO: Michael N. Scarfone = t;
Director, Department of Housing i ~d
and Community Development ~—. —_
2R
FROM: Theodore Jung - <

Director of Finance

SUBJECT: Environmental Assessment for Proposed Edwin Thomas Home

In reply to your memo dated October 16, 1989, we do not
have any comments regarding the preparation of an Environmental
Assessment for the rehabilitation of an abandoned, dilapidated
commercial building at 41 South Beretania Street,

THEQDORE JUNG
Director of Finance




DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 13
¢/0 NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION OFFICE
CITY HALL"
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813
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November 19, 1089 TS =
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7"_ Lo

Michael N. Scarfone, Director
Dept. Of Housing And Community Development

650 S. King Street, Sth Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: Environmental Assessment HEHC Edwin Thomas Home

Dear Mr. Scarfone:
' The Downtown Neighborhood Board (#13) voted unanimously to request that a DEIS be
! prepared for this project, with partdcular emphasis on the social impacts.
" Very tuly yours,

ein, Chairman o

‘Andrew Rothst




ii

DOWNTOWN  IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION * 700 BISHOP STREET/SUITE 1005 « MHONOLULY, HAWAID 9681) o PHONE  (808) 531-2081

November 3, 1989 .
Sz 8

Mr. Michael N. Scarfone, Director o ‘
Department of Housing and ot o
Community Development = e
City and County of Honolulu L&
A

650 South King Street, 5th Fioor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

|

Re: Environmental Assessment of a homeless shelter at
41 South Beretania Street

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

Enclosed is a statement of why the Downtown Improvement Association .‘
opposes the proposed homeless shelter at 41 South Berctania Street. ?
We feel this proposal has serious environmental and social consequences
for its guests, for Downtown residents and for the business community.

intended plans but also the dispositon of the property to a successor
user, if the sponsors' fail to honor their financial obligations.

A thorough EIS is essential and should not only consider the sponsors

! ‘
5 We would appreciate being kept informed of the status of this project
' and notified of the Public Hearing dates, _

Po- Very teuly yours,
H .
Willia . Grant, AlA
Executive Director

Sy,

"WAG: kmd

Attachment




DOWNTOWN  IMPROVEMENT  ASSOCIATION & 0 BISHOP STREET/SUITE 1005 *  MHONOLULY. HAWAI 98813 * PHONE (808) 521-2081

WHY DIA OPPOSES A HOMELESS SHELTER
at 41 South Beretania Street

The property is too small to house 85 homeless persons, including children. It is only
about 3,500 sf in area; 35 feet wide and 100 feet deep, smaller than most residentia! house
lots. The structure is built out to the property lines and covers 100% of the lot. There js
no yard area or recreation space, Natural light and ventilation are a question.

There would be no parking on or off the site as required by the BMX-4 zoning rules: none
for the guests, the staff or service and emergency vehicles. The narrow adjoining alley of
10 feet is an emergency exit for Hawaii Pacific College from the Model-Progress Building

and must be kept clear. Parking is not allowed on Beretania Street and vehicles are not
permitted on the Fort Street Mall. -

The use of this property as some kind of homeless shelter could become similar to the
sttuation which developed when the Institute for Human Services occupied space in the
Model-Progress Building: vagrants loitered on the Fort Street Mall, vandalism was a
common occurance, the Priests at the Cathedral area were harassed and attacked and the
Model-Progress building was set on fire twice. A homeless shelter in this location would
have a chilling effect on the retail and office environment on the Fort Street Mall and on
the campus atmosphere of Hawaii Pacific College.

DIA does not feel confident that the sponsor, Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corporation,
(HEHC), has the experience and resources to operate this shelter responsibly and
successfully. Descriptions of the project vary and no financial details have been made
public. There is reason to be concerned that HEHC could lose the property and some
other operator would take over for some other client group. The new operator could move

in without any public review or permits, other than customary Department of Health
licenses.

The HEHC has been offered assistance in finding a more suitable property by DIA and
others but has not responded to those offers. .
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President

Octcber 27, 1989
Mr. Michael N. Scarfone, Director -
Department of Housing and Community -
Development =
650 South King Street .=
5th Floor 3 2
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 3 =
-
Re: Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corp. : =
Edwin Thomas Home R N~

Dear Mr. Scarfone:

In response to your inquiry of October 16 soliciting
community input to the Environmental Assessment for the
proposed Edwin Thomas Home to be constructed in the former
Salvation Army Building at 41 South Beretania Street, I
write as a contiguous property owner representing the Fort
Street Mall properties which are comprised of the
Model/Progress and Hawaii Pacific College Buildings.

QST Partners is diametrically opposed to the use of
the property as proposed for the following reasons.

1. We feel that the property which is a two story
building plus basement, on a 3,500 square foot parcel of
ground is woefully small and inadequate for the proposed
use. It has been represented that there will be
approximately 11,000 or 12,000 square feet of gross floor
area in the building of which a portion will be used for
administrative and office activities, some for kitchen and
circulation, and the balance for the 85 occupants. This

Do would indicate less than 100 square feet per occupant, some
of whom will be children, with little or no recreation

area, no open space, and no immediate parks available for
outdoor activities. )

2, The facility would not meet the BMX4 parking
requirements as we interpret them, and in fact, the
proposals as presented to us showed no parking or loading
facilities whatsoever. As a co-user of the alleyway on the
Diamond Head side of the subject property, it is our
position that all of the parties in whose favor the access

P
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Mr. Michael N. Scarfone
October 27, 1989
Page 2

rights over the alley run including ourselves, are entitled
to the free and uninterrupted travel over the alleyway, in
addition to which a substantial amount of the fire exits
for the Hawaii Pacific College activities within our
building is discharged into this alley. Thereby, it is an
important fire corridor, and one which we will not allow to
be blocked or used for any purpose including construction,
loading, or service.

3. We feel that placing a facility for abused
spouses, homeless mothers with children and street people
of any variety of descriptions contiguous to a college
campus is a horrible exercise in urban planning which is
exacerbated in this instance by the fact that the Fort
Street Mall, and in particular the Portuguese monument
park, which is already a major congregation area for the
Hawaii Pacific College students, is the only immediate open
space available to the proposed occupants of the Edwin
Thomas Home. There simply couldn’t be a less compatible
mixture of people in our opinion.

4. We feel the City should require a full
environmental impact statement in light of the request for
proposals (RFP) which was circulated apropos the Pacific
Nations project. We argue that the impact of a homeless
street persons facility across the street from a portion of
the Pacific Nations project will significantly affect the
environment and should require a complete EIS analysis if
City funds are to be invested in the Edwin Thomas facility
at the same time that public money and lands are being used
for high profile residential and commercial usage across
the street.

S. Wwe feel that the City, if it considers this
request, should require the recipient of the funds to agree
as to the specific nature of the use of the facility, and
record a deed restriction obligating the facility to be
operated only for those purposes in perpetuity.

6. We feel that the proximity of the property to the
Fort Street Mall requires a full environmental impact
analysis as inarguably, the only place in the immediate
environment ©of the building whexre the occupants can go to
get outside is onto the Fort Street Mall. Since public
funds are planned in the rehabilitation of the Fort Street
Mall 3in the next 12 months, we feel a complete
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environmental analysis o0f the impact of investment of
public funds in a homeless care facility 80 feet from the
mall is required. Bear in mind that we were the owners of
the property where the Institute for Human Services
formerly operated their homeless shelter 10 years ago,
which resulted in a literal reign of terror on the Fort
Street Mall, =resulting in muggings, rapes, assaults,
pPhysical property abuse to the Catholic Church, and two
arson attempts on our property. I do speak from painful
experience in the matter of homeless facilities on the Fort
Street Mall.

I would like to reiterate that I have personally
offered to acquire the property from the Hawaii Ecumenical
Housing Corporation and return their entire investment to
them, plus any additional monies which would be generated
from the sale of the property, as we have no interest
whatsoever in owning it. We have agreed to assist them in
the development of an alternative site, as well as to seek
alternative sites for their review if they would agree to
relocate. To date, these offers and overtures have been
uniformly spurned and no effort whatsoever has been made to
reconcile the enormous community opposition to this
proposed use. I recommit to our previous offers of
assistance, and continue to hope that the City will
intervene to prohibit a long and protracted battle over
this very necessary but extremely illogically placed
facility.

Sincerely yours,

QST PARTNERS

nex
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March 12, 1990 = =
- -2
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“.-:- Ll
Ms. Berna Cabacungan R
Earthplan <. =
81 South Hotel Street -z -
Suite 1201 bl o~

Honolulu, HI 96813

Re, Edwin Thomas Home

Dear Ms. Cabacungan:

I would 1like to summarize the social and physical
environmental concerns which I have as a contiguous property owner,
and a member of the downtown community with regard to the proposed
60 unit homeless facility on South Beretania Street which we
discussed on Fridavy.

1) 1 teel it is important to contrast the potential of a
private sector landowner seeking a residential
development on the property under existing zoning, and
the capacity of such an applicant to generate unit
density vs. the number of units proposed in the existing
plan.

2) 1 request that the environmental assessment compare the
federal penal standards for cell dimensions as well as
allocated recreational space requirements to this
proposed plan.

3) 1 reguest that a study be undertaken to evaluate the air
quality of the proposed project given its proximity to
Beretania Street, the traffic stacking which occurs at
various times of the day in front of the proposed
project, and the fact that there is no mechanical
ventilation or air conditioning in the residential
components of -the development. Ropefully, the Hawaii
Lung Association can assist in this undertaking as they
have been quite active in this area in the past.

4) In previous presentations the project sponsors have
indicated repeatedly that the project would bYe
exclusively for the accommodation of women or elderly
couples, and no men would be permitted other than as

-
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5)

6)

RWGH

19390

visitors, under strict Supervision, as they intend to
accommodate some percentage of thejr constituents ag
battered spouses or women from difficult domestie
situations together with their children. I recommend
that the environmental assessment consider the legaljty

admission on the grounds that it ig Probably illegal, 1f
they are not going to make firm policy declarations with
regard to gender Specificity, then ] would like the issue
addressed of how the facility could operate with open
access to any homeless male housed together with battered
Spouses or emotionally distressed Women with children,

thoroughly. How do they get vans or other transportation
vehicles for moving their constituents to empl oyment,
school, recreation or counseling, stopped on Beretania
street without major traffic disruptions given the
extremely narrow size of the sidewalk and the high
velocity nature of the thoroughfare, together with the
fact they have no off-site parking or loading areas?

I would request that the relationship between the
Proposed homeless constituents of the facility be
contrasted with the existing use of the neighborhood:
specifically, the cambus environment of Hawaii Ppacific
College, and the RFP which is in final evaluation by the
City for the "Pacific Nations" Block J project. It seems

axiomatic to the Problem that making maijor renovations

significant public monies in the Block J Project are
tremendously inconsistent with the insertzop of a
home] ess facility in the midst of all this public

work,




Ms. Berna Cabacungan
March 12, 1990
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7) I request that the environmental assessment analyze the
legal issue of parking as it applies to the obligation
of the applicant under the comprehensive zoning code.
All indications that this is a residential facility seem
to indicate a reguirement to produce parking on-site.
Waiving this requirement, due to descriptive
interpretation of what this tacility actually is in order
to circumvent the code required parking, is contrary to
good planning and a very sensitive environmental issue
to those in the affected environment,

In summary, 1 fee) the project is vital in concept to the well
being of the community, but is illogically sited and poorly
planned. This type of crushing density without any parking or
recreational facilities in the existing neighborhood environment
would be a critical disservice to all of the existing property
owners, residential and student communities who actively populate
this area today, and a disgrace to the rplanning process.

incer
1

RICHARD W. GUSHMAN, 11

RHG/phel home.edw]

cc: William Grant, Executive Director, DIA
Michael Scarfone, Director, Housing & Community Development

RWGII




FRANK F, FASI
HAYOR

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

630 SOUTH KING STREET, 3TH FLOOR

HONOLULU, HAWA[ 96813
PHONE: 323.4427 ® FAX 327-3408

MICHAEL N. SCARFONE
DIRECTOR

AONALD B. MUN
OEPUTY DIRCCTONR

April 20, 1990

M. Richard W. Gushman, 11
anfac Building, Suite 200
700 Bishop Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

pear Mr., Gushman:
subject: Edwin Thomas Home

This is in response to your letter dated March 12, 1980 to EérthpIan
concerning the Social Impact Assessment for the Edwin Thomas Home. Our
responses to your comments are as follows:

1, A comparison between a potential residential development on the
site versus the proposed project is not appropriate because the
proposed project is not a conventional residential use. The
proposed project is classified as a boarding facility under the
Land Use Ordinance, a permitted use in the BMX-4 zoning district
gnd the proposed floor area is within the floor area limit for this

istrict.

Your requested comparison between prison standards and the proposed
project is inappropriate because prisons are designed to confine
those who have been convicted of crimes, while the Edwin Thomas
Home is intended to assist families who are homeless. Unlike
prisoners, residents of the Edwin Thomas Home will be free to come
and go and will be encouraged to go into the community to seek
employment, education and social services. Unfortunately, the
homeless are often subject. to some of the same prejudices as
prisoners by those who attempt to deny them the opportunity to
better themselves under the guise of “good ptanning” or "protecting
the community interest." For your information, the proposed sizes
conform to housing code requirements.

An air quality impact assessment has been conducted and will be
included in the environmental assessment for the project.




Mr. Richard W. Gushman, II
April 20, 1990
Page 2

4.

The Edwin Thomas Home is not gender or age specific. It is
intended to assist homeless famiiies who are headed by either both
parents, or a single mother or father. Based on HEHC's experience
with' their Loliana and Kokea Transitional Housing projects, it is
expected that 80 to 90 percent of the families will be single
female headed households. HEHC will screen prospective tenants and
will not accept single males because of the project's family
orientation. During its research, Earthplan found that homeless
:athe;s]did not present any particular problems for female headed
ouseholds.

While the proposed project will contain no onsite recreation areas,
there are several parks within walking distance of the project site
including Kamamalu Playground and Beretania Community Park. HEHC
has easement rights over the alley adjacent to the project site
which will be used for loading and unloading. The project could
also utilize nearby Chaplain Lane as a loading zone., Residents
will walk or utilize public transportation to go to work, school or
other destinations. No onsite parking will be permitted and we are
asking HEHC to prepare an offsite parking plan.

Earthplan found that the surrounding community is already charac-
terized by its accommodation of a very heterogeneous group of
people, including residents, business people, professionals and
their customers and clients., FEarthplan also found that the area is
likely to upgrade, diversify and intensify in uses given the
Pacific Nations Center -and Liberty Theater Office Building
proposals and that the residential population will increase and
further diversify.

The project will add about 32 low-income families who share a
homeless condition. Their children will be mostly young. The
Edwin Thomas Home will increase the sheer number of people in the
area, and, as such, will increase the potential for crime. This
potential would exist regardless of whether the project were
residential, commercial or industrial in nature.

Earthplan found no evidence to prove that the project will be
incompatible with an already economically and socially diverse
neighborhood and future uses will only increase this diversity.
Edwin Thomas Home clients will have no distinguishing feature or
quality which will identify them as homeless families. They will
have onsite dining, showering and laundry facilities for personal
nourishment, grooming and hygiene. They will possess no collective
characteristics which will cause disruption or incompatibility,

-t




Mr. Richard W. Gushman, II
April 20, 1990
Page 3

although a few may be problematic as would be the case in any
grouping of people.

7. The-Department of Land Utilization by memorandum dated January 24,
1990 informed DHCD that since the project site is within the Down-
town Parking Improvement District and the previous owner already
contributed to the costs of offstreet parking facilities, it is
exempt from parking requirements under Section 3.70-14.B of the
Land Use Ordinance (LUDO). Also under Section 3.70-10 of the LUO,
no loading spaces are required. It is anticipated that some
residents of the proposed project will own automobiles and we have
instructed HEHC to prepare an offsite parking plan to accommodate
these residents as well as staff members. We share your concern
that some residents may park illegally near the project site.
Il1legal parking by project residents will be dealt with through
established legal remedies including citations and removal.

We hope these responses will satisfy your concerns. It is a sad indict-
ment of our community that homeless families cannot find the shelter
they need. Unfortunately, there are few, if any, sites which are
ideally suited to accommodate these families. We are confident that the
Edwin Thomas Home will be able to fulfill the urgent need for transi-
tional housing without being a detriment to the community. We are
willing to continue to work with you to resolve any additional concerns
you may have.

Sincerely,

(A

MICHAEL N. SCARFCNE
Director

cc: Earthplan
Hawaii Ecumenical Housing Corporation
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SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
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APPENDIX C

NOISE ASSESSMENT
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