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Environmental Assessment
Petrie Community Park Improvements
Summary Sheet

Project: The Department of Parks and Recreation proposes to improve Petrie Community
Park (bounded by Harding, Pahoa, 20th and 21 Avenues). Work will include but not be limited
to: 1) reconstruction of two existing basketball courts and two existing volley ball courts; 2)
reconstruction of two existing tennis courts; 3) construction of accessible ramps to provide
walkway access to the park site; 4) installation of a new automatic irrigation system; 5)
landscaping improvements; 6) sewer improvements; 7) construction of parking lots and fire
lane in the abandoned portion of 20th Avenue; 8) miscellaneous and appurtenant
improvements; 9) electrical and lighting system improvements; 10) potable water system
improvements; 11) fencing improvements; 12) picnic tables and benches; 13) removal of
certain existing trees; 14) enclosing existing recreation building with edge fencing; 15)
installation of chain and post barriers; and 16) construction of grade adjustment concrete and
rock walls.

Location

Honolulu, Hawai'i, City and County of Honolulu

Tax Map Key

1-3-2-45:2

Project Site

4.8 Acres (210,000 square feet) total area

State Land Use District
and Zoning

Urban Land Use District; P-2 Zoning

Ownership

City and County of Honolulu

Neighborhood
Board/Council District

NB 4;CD 2

Approving Agency Department of Design and Construction, City and County of
Honolulu, 650 South King Street, Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

Proposing Agency Department of Design and Construction

Consultant Austin Tsutsumi and Associates, Inc; Attn: Mr. Don Fujii;

501 Sumner Street, Suite 521; Honelulu, Hawai'i 96817-
5031; (808) 533-3646

Associated Consultant

Eugene P. Dashiell, AICP; Planning Services; 1314 South
King Street, Suite 951; Honolulu, Hawai'i 96814, (808)
593-8330

Required Permits

Approval for construction documents; permits for building
and grading as required.
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1 Description of the Proposed Action

1.1 Technical characteristics. This section describes the purpose of the project and how it
would be accomplished.

1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

Location and purpose of the project. The purpose of the project {Figure 1,
Location Map) is to upgrade and improve Petrie Community Park to better
accommodate the users, to meet modern and current park specifications, and
to fulfill the City's commitments to meet the requirements of the disabled.

At present Petrie Park is relatively unchanged from its initial design and
facilities which were placed into service in the late 1940's. The park is hamed
for former Honolulu Mayor Lester Petrie.

This is a typical and routine project which is accomplished by the City and
County of Honolulu at various parks on Oahu as financial resources permit.
Older parks are upgraded to provide improved recreational opportunities, to
meet modern standards, and especially to be more accessible to the disabled.

How the project will be accomplished. The project will be accomplished by the
Department of Design and Construction (DDC) on behalf of the Department of
Parks and Recreation, City and County of Honolulu. The City will use a
contractor for the construction work.

Dimensions of the project. The project encompasses approximately one city
block (4.8 acres) between 20th and 21st Avenues and Pahoa and Harding
Avenues.

Description of the project. The project (Figure 2, Conceptual Plan) consists of
the following work which will include but not be limited to: 1) reconstruction of
two existing basketball courts and two existing volley ball courts; 2) reconstruc-
tion of two existing tennis courts; 3) construction of accessible ramps to provide
walkway access to the park site; 4) installation of a new automatic irrigation
system; 5) landscaping improvements; 6) sewer improvements; 7) construction
of parking lots and fire lane in the abandoned portion of 20th Avenue; 8)
miscellaneous and appurtenant improvements including drinking fountains; 9)
electrical and lighting system improvements; 10) potable water system
improvements; 11) fencing improvements; 12) picnic tables and benches; 13)
removal of certain existing trees; 14) enclosing existing recreation building
stage with edge fencing; 15) installation of chain and post barriers; and 16)
construction of grade adjustment concrete and rock walls.

On March 13, 1973, Resolution Number 39 enacted by the Council of the City
and County of Honolulu closed 20th Avenue between Pahoa and Harding
Avenues. Petrie Community Park is on the east side of this closed street and
Waialae Elementary School is on the west side. At present, the street is open
during the evenings and weekends, but closed by barriers at each end during
school days. The closed street and the park are adjunctive use areas to the
elementary school during that period, a fairly commeon practice throughout
Oahu wherever parks are close-by schools.

The proposed project would permanently close this section of 20th Avenue
in accordance with the 1973 Resolution 39. The closed street would be
converted to two parking lots, grassed area and a fire lane. Parking lots wiil be
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constructed at either end of the closed section of 20" Avenue, adjacent to
Pahoa and Harding Avenues. The parking lots will be connected by a fire lane.
A grassed area will be constructed adjacent to the fire lane. The Permanent
closing of 20" Avenue per Resolution 39 has been affrmed by an opinion of the
City Corporation Council dated May 29, 19892, which confirms the legal
necessity of closing 20" Avenue per Resolution 39.

The proposed project will conform to requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to the extent possible.

1.2  Socio-economic characteristics. This section discusses the impacts of the
proposed project on the community in terms of both social and economic effect.

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.23

1.24

1.2.5

1.2.6

1.2.7
1.2.8

Economic impacts on the community at large. The project generally benefits
the community at large by adding to recreational opportunities and by providing
access for disabled persons,

Provision of income for the county or state and creation of employment op-
portunities in areas with high unemployment rates. The project provides
benefits through jobs related to its implementation. This is beneficial at this
time of economic recession in Hawaii.

Targeted segment of the population. No specific segment of the population is
targeted because this project has general public benefit. The disabled
population will be served specifically, although this is a legal requirement.

Population density. The project has no effect on population density because
it retains the basic facilities and functional components of an existing project
and upgrades them to present standards and requirements.

Recreational facilities. The proposed project enhances recreational opportuni-
ties at this community park.

Child care provisions. There are no child care provisions in relation to the
proposed project.

Relocations of residences. No relocation of residences would occur.

Costs of the proposed project and economic analysis. The presently
estimated cost of construction of the proposed project is approximately $1.5
million.

1.3 Environmental characteristics. This section discusses the potential effects of the
proposed project on the physical environment. (See Figures and Photographs)

1.3.1

1.3.2

Aesthetics. The proposed new automatic irrigation system and landscaping
improvements will enhance the visual appearance of Petrie Community Park.

Air pollution. There would be some effects during construction and these
would be mitigated per county and state rules. There would be no long term
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1.3.3

1.3.4

1.3.5
1.3.6

effects because the proposed project includes no air poliution sources and
would not generate significant differences in traffic from the existing conditions.

Traffic congestion. There will be some improvements in parking from the
standpoint of nearby residents who now share on-street parking with park
users. There may be minor increased use of the park resuiting in some minor
increase in the numbers of vehicles. The section of 20th Avenue which was
abandoned and to have been closed in 1973 by City Council Resolution 39 is
at present closed during school hours, and open at other times. The proposed
project will fully implement the Resolution (in conformance with the Corporation
Council's opinion) leaving a fire lane which can be accessed by fire trucks in an
emergency. As a result, there will be no through traffic between Pahoa and
Harding Avenues on 20th Avenue.

At present, the street parking on 20th Avenue between Pahoa and Harding
Avenues is not regulated by ordinance standards. The parallel parking along
the curb is not marked. If this were done, there would be approximately 20 to
23 permissible parking spaces, including specified handicap- parking and
loading. The proposed plan includes approximately 31 parking stalls including
handicap stalls. The proposed plan is an improvement over the existing
condition if the existing condition were regulated. For residents of the area it
would also seem to be an improvement because park users should tend to park
in the new parking area, rather than on the streets as they do now. This should
also benefit Waialae Elementary School because their own parking areas would
be less attractive to park users.

Noise levels. There will be some increase in noise levels during construction
of the project. This will occur during normal working hours. Contractor's
equipment is required to meet Department of Health noise regulations.

Effects on water quality. There will be no effects on water quality.
Other environmental effects. There will be no other significant environmental

effects. There are no adverse impacts on historic, cultural or archaeological
sites, or traditional cultural practices at this park.
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2 Description of the Affected Environment

2.1 Location. Petrie Community Park is bounded by Harding, Pahoa, 20" and 21"
Avenues in the Kaimuki/Kahala neighborhogd of Honolulu. The site encompasses
about 4.8 Acres (210,000 square feet).

2.2 Land ownership and tenancy. The park is owned by the City and County of Honolulu,
and occupied and administered by the Department of Parks and Recreation (Figure

3).

2.3 County Zoning, State Land Use District, Land use. Existing use at the site is general
recreation typical of neighborhood parks in Honolulu and the surrounding land use is
residential. County zoning is P-2 (Figure 3) and State Land Use District is Urban.

2.4 Land and related water use plans.

2.4.1 City and County of Honolulu. The land is designated park in the general plan
and in the Primary Urban Center plan (Figure 3).

2.42 State of Hawaii. The land is designated @ State land use district of urban.

2.4.3 Federal. None.

2 5Flora. The site has been constructed on a fill and is paved with grassed play areas.
There are a few trees including monkeypods. Two Autograph trees will be relocated
and 17 new Silver Buttonwood trees will be planted (Figure 2). Two Monkeypod trees
will be removed. These two trees will be replaced with two Monkeypod trees in

another location.

2.6 Fauna. No animals, except typical urban birds (myna, doves, bulbuls) were observed
during two field trips.

-

2.7 Water Quality. There are no water bodies at this site, or in the vicinity.
2.8 Significant habitats. There are no significant habitats at the project site.

2.9 Historical, archeological and cuitural sites. There are no known registered or listed
historic, archeological, or cultural sites. However, Petrie Park itself may potentially be
eligible for inclusion on the Hawaii or National Registers of Historic Places because of
its age, and linkage to the development of residential sub-divisions in this older urban
area of Honolulu. A letter from the State Historic Preservation Division (December 19,
2000) recommends that more research on the Park be completed regarding its cultural
and historic background. An appendix to this report includes information related to
these subjects, including interviews with long-time residents of the area and park
users, and also a review of some historic feference materials. The appendix (in
conformance with Act 50 (State Legislature, April 2000) also discusses the traditional
and cultural practices which may relate to this park. The proposed project improve-
ments to the park do not adversely impact the historic, archaeological or cultural sites
or values which may be related to this park.

Petrie Community Park Improvements, Honolulu, Hawai'i
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2.10 ~ Adjacent natural resources. There are no adjacent natural resources.

241 Sensitive habitats or bodies of water adjacent to the proposed project. There are
no adjacent sensitive habitats or bodies of water.

2.12. Flooding and Tsunami. The park is not in a flocd zone.

213 Soils. The park is primarily composed of red dirt and rock (oxisol or ultisol

families).
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3 Major Impacts and Alternatives Considered

3.1 Positive significant impacts. The addition of parking in this location would benefit
park users and surrounding residents who now compete with each other for on-street
parking around the park. The proposed improvements to the park's facilities will
enhance the recreational experience for park users. The construction of access for
disabled persons will enable their use of the park.

3.2 Negative significant impacts. There are no negative significant impacts of the
proposed project.

3 3 Alternatives considered. The alternative of no action was considered and rejected
because: (1) it would not bring the City and County of Honoluiu into compliance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), which is required of all public facilities; (2)
it would not bring the existing aged park facilities up to current city standards; (3) it
would not provide any relief from the lack of parking for park goers. Four other
alternative schemes which consisted of various configurations of parking stalls within
the park were evaluated. The recommended plan was selected after this planning
process as the plan which makes best use of the existing facilities and satisfies the
community and the neighboring land user, Waialae Elementary School who shares the
park facility with the public during school hours.
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4 Proposed Mitigation Measures

4.1 Potential problems and appropriate mitigation including best management practices.
There are no potential problems.

4.2 Mitigation or preservation plan prepared for the Department of Land and Natural
Resources State Historic Preservation Division not required. Because there are no
historic properties at the site, a mitigation or preservation plan is not applicable. The
proposed projects upgrade or rehabilitate the existing facilities at the park, and bring
it into conformance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Some minor alterations
of existing rock walls may be made to provide access, but the majority of walls will not
be disturbed. The rock walls were noted by the Division as being important to the
park's historic character.

4.3 Approval letter for the plans from the State Historic Preservation Division not
required. The Division does not object to the proposed improvements, but it has noted
that the park may be eligible for inclusion on the State or Federal Register of Historic
Places. An appendix to this EA discusses some of the history and cultural significance
of the area and this information may be used by others should they wish to list the park
on any of the historic registers.

4.4 Physical Project Construction. Contractor will follow applicable rules and regulations
regarding noise, dust control, vehicular equipment and project-related actions. If
excavation work uncovers bones or other cultural features, contractor will stop work
at that location on the site until appropriate authorities can check the situation.

4.5 Cultural and Traditional Activities. Traditional or cuitural practices or activities did not
emerge as subjects during planning discussions. The project site is, and has been a
public park for approximately 50 years. The site is located in a densely developed
older urban area of Honolulu (Kaimuki). The very nature of the site, a public park,
provides and has provided public access always. The proposed project components
enhance public access by adding features for the disabled in conformance with current
rules and practices. in sum, the cultural and traditional activities related to this site are
those of a diverse urban population in modern metropolitan Honolulu.

An appendix to this report discusses cuiture, history and traditional practices with
regard to the park and based on interviews with long-time residents of the area and
park users, as well as a review of some documents about the history of the area. No
adverse impacts are projected due to implementation of the proposed improvements.
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5 Expected Determination

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). The proposed improvements will not have a
significant effect on the environment and therefore preparation of an environmental impact
statement is not required. This document constitutes a Notice of Negative Declaration
/Finding of No significant Impact for the proposed project. This determination was based on
review and analysis of the “Significance Criteria” in Section 11-200-12 of the Hawaii's
Administrative Rules, as documented below.

5.1 Primary and secondary consequences, cumulative, short, and long-term effects. The
primary consequences of this project would be to maintain and enhance recreation
opportunities for the neighborhood and the public.  Secondary consequences,
cumulative, short and long term effects are generally beneficial with regard to the
provision of recreation to the community. There are no significant adverse impacts.

5.2 Determination letter from the approving agency (Negative Declaration). No significant
impacts of the proposed project are anticipated (see S.3, below). A letter of
determination for a negative declaration is anticipated. Such a letter will be submitted
with the final EA after the public review period has allowed adequate time for the public
and agencies to comment. The letter of determination will be prepared based on these

comments.

5.3 Findings and reasons supporting the determination including justifying evidence.
Chapter 200 (Environmental Impact Statement Rules) of Title 11 Administrative Rules
of the State Department of Health specifies criteria for determining if an action may
have a significant effect on the environment. These are discussed below in the context
of the proposed project. Based on the following findings, it appears that the proposed
project will have no significant adverse environmental impacts.

5.3.1 Involves an irrevocable commitment_to loss or destruction of any natural or
cultural resource. The project site was developed as a community public park
in the late 1940's and has no natural or special resources. The proposed
project has no effect on other such resources in the area.

5.3.2 Curails the range of beneficial uses of the environment. The proposed project
does not cause a change from the existing condition which provides for
beneficial public recreation.

5.3.3 Conflicts with the State's long-term environmental _policies or goals and

quidelines as_expressed in_Chapter 344, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and_any
revisions thereof and amendments thereto, court decisions or executive orders.
The proposed project does not conflict with long-term State environmental
policies or goals which provide for beneficial public recreation.

53.4 Substantially affects the economic or_social welfare_of the community or State.

The proposed project benefits the social and economic well-being of the public.

5.3.5 Substantially affects public health. Public health may be seen as benefitted by
the provision of public recreation opportunities.
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5.3.6

5.3.7

5.3.8

539

5.3.10

5.3.11

Involves substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects
on_public facilities. This is a project which brings existing facilities into
conformance with present standards and laws. As such it will have no effect
on population size or on other public facilities.

Involves a substantial degradation_of environmental quality. There will be no
degradation of the environment from this small project.

Is _individually limited but cumulatively has considerable effect upon the

environment or involves a commitment for larger actions. The proposed project
is consistent with the City's Primary Urban Center Development Plan and is not
part of a larger set of projects excepting insofar as it conforms to park planning
for Oahu in general. There are no cumulative effects or commitments for larger
actions.

Substantially affects a rare. threatened or endangered species, or_its habitat.
There are no rare, threatened, or endangered species on the project site.

Detrimentally affects air or water quality or ambient noise levels. There will be
minor short-term effects on air quality and noise levels during construction but
these are not likely to pose nuisance levels. They will be regulated by
conformance to State Department of Health regulations.

Affects an environmentally sensitive area such as a flood plain, tsunami_zone,
erosion-prone area, geologically hazardous land, estuary fresh water, or coastal
waters. The proposed project does not affect any of these areas.

5.3.12 Affects_scenic vistas _or_view planes identified in_county or state plans or

studies. The proposed improvements do not significantly alter the visual profile
of park structures or facilities nor are scenic vistas altered.

5.3.13 There will be no requirement for substantial energy consumption. Construction

of the project will not require a significant change in energy consumption from
present conditions.

5.4 Comments and Responses to the Draft Environmental Assessment. The final EA
includes copies of comments received, and the agency responses.
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6 Identification of Agencies, Organizations and Individu-
als Consulted

The following narrative summarizes the coordination with key agencies and with the
community to date. Additional agencies will be contacted during the public review period of

this EA.

6.1 State of Hawaii.

6.1.1

6.1.2

Department of Education, Waialae Elementary School. Discussions were held
with school officials who support the recommended plan.

Depariment of Health, Disability and Communication Access Board's
Architectural Access Committee (AAC). Discussions have been held with the
AAC on regarding appropriate standards in design.

6.2 City and County of Honolulu.

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

6.2.4

6.2.5

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)}. This agency is the proponent of
the proposed project.

Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP). The DPP has noted that the
park site is designated for park use in the Development Plan, and also the
Department expressed the concerns that design standards and the Land Use
Ordinance for parking lots be met. Waivers for some standards will be
requested at the appropriate times (please see response letter to DPP).

Department of Transportation Services (DTS). The DTS has been, and will
continue to be coordinated with regarding the proposed changes to 20th
Avenue.

Fire Department. The Fire Department has requested' that the fire lane along
the abandoned portion of 20® Avenue connecting the two proposed parking
areas be maintained.

Board of Water Supply (BWS). The BWS has noted that there is an adequate
supply of water to serve the needs of the park, but details as to meters and
actual service terms will be decided when an application for a Building Permit
is made,

6.3 Organizations and Individuals.

6.3.1

Community Members. During preparations of the alternative plans for the
proposed project, DPR personnel had discussions with community members
and park users about the proposed improvements. Questions were raised
about the permanent closure of 20th Avenue and the potential change in the
number of available parking stalis. Community members stated that existing
parking does not conform to DTS standards because the parking stalls are not
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painted and marked at present.! If this was done, and parking ordinances fully
enforced, there would be less parking than is now available. The trade-off for
the community is that the proposed parking area will be landscaped and the
overall park improvements also include added landscaping.

6.3.2 Neighborhood Board. A meeting was held with the Kaimuki Neighborhood
Board during the planning process. Another meeting may be held as the
project nears the time of construction. Similar questions as discussed with
community members were raised with the Neighborhood Board. Near-by
residents were concerned about the effects on their individual drive-way access
because they say that student drop-off and pick-up sometimes blocks access
to their own drive-ways.

6.3.3 Outdoor Circle. The Outdoor Circle was concerned that landscaping not be
treated as a secondary project component and rather, that landscaping
(including irrigation) be included in all construction phases appropriately. The
Outdeoor Circle also stated that this would be an appropriate time to add trees
to the park, in addition to the one-for-one replacement of two Monkeypod trees
to be removed and replaced. The project does include additions — 17 Silver
Buttonwood trees will be added to park grounds. The present plans relocate
the two Autograph trees which must be moved to make way for the required
ADA access ramp.

'Community members made this statement in error, DTS does not require painting and marking of stalls, However
their point was that if vehicles were parked efficiently, that there might be a few more available stalls. The proposed
improvements would aid in properly making stalls,
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20th Avenue
Between Pahoa
and Harding
Avenues.
Looking towards
Pahoa from
Harding. Waialae
Elementary
Schoolis on the
left, Petrie Park is
on the right. This
is the portion of
20th Avenue to be
closed to through
traffic and which
is proposed to be
replaced by a
landscaped
parking area.
including a fire
lane and parking
areas.

Courts,
Basketball and
Volleyball,
Existing courts will
be recenstructed
including the play-
court lighting
system.

Photographs by Eugene P. Dashiell, AICP ® Environmental Planning Services ® Honolulu, Hawaii



Handicap Access.
This is one of the
access ways to be
made handicap
accessible,

20th Avenue
When Closed.
Locking towards
Pahoa from
Harding during
school hours.
The chain serves
to close the street
for use of the area
and park by
Waialae
Elementary
School. The
proposed project
would provide
access during the
day to park users
and would make
the park more
available to the
disabled.

Photographs by Eugene P. Dashicll, AICP ® Environmental Planning Services ® Honolulu, Hawaii
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1.

Poor Surface
Condition of
Courts. Typical
poor surface
condition of
courls.

Access to Park
from 21st
Avenue. The park
is elevated above
21st Avenue and
is accessible only
up this stairs,
Note presence of
electric cart which
was parked here
and was driven by
an elder person
who was able to
walk up the stairs
to play tennis
during this site
visit. The
improved access
and parking from
20th Avenue will
enhance
recreational
opportunities for
disabled persons.

Photographs by Eugene P. Dashicll, AICP e Environmental Planning Services ® Honolulu, Hawaii
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Cultural and Traditional Activities
Petrie Playground
Kaimuki, Honolulu

Prepared by:
Lynette Cruz,
c/o Eugene P. Dashiell, AICP, Environmental Planning Services, Honolulu

Geographic Description

Geographic descriptions of cultural spaces are best made using a traditional approach,
for example, locating sites within the more-or-less natural boundaries of the ahupua‘a, and
contextualizing the practices of those who lived, worked and played in the ahupua‘a in terms of
their relationships to the land, from the mountain to the sea. In this way, the whole of a land
area becomes the backdrop for any specific practice and/or place that held cultural significance
in times past.

Located within the large ahupua’a of Waikiki, Petrie Playground, in turn-of-the-century
maps, sits just on the boundary of the areas known as Kapahulu and Wai'alae ki, the
residential subdivision adjacent to Wai'alae Nui (the great ridge overlooking Waikiki).
Wai'alae [ki was once known as Wiliwilinui, after a huge wiliwili tree in the area. Its name at the
time was an indication of the landscape, in the days prior to large-scale development, in the
areas of Kaimuki and Kahala, themselves subdivisions of Kapahulu. Where once grew wiliwili
trees now exist housing tracts and shopping centers.

Kapahulu once included the mauka areas of Pa'ina (Wilhemina Rise) down to Leahi
(Diamond Head). New names were imposed on old ones, changing the character of the
landscape at the same time that new subdivisions on open lands changed usage. Wilhemina
Rise was named for Wilhemina Tenney, daughter of Edward D. Tenney, then President of
Castle and Cooke and a developer of the area, who was associated with the Matson Navigation
Co. Interestingly, many streets on Wilhemina Rise were named for Matson ships: Lurline,
Monterey, Mariposa, Matsonia, etc.

Kapahulu, which is bound by Kapahulu Ave. on the west and Kahala Mall on the east, was
also home to the area now known as Petrie Playground. In the early 1900s tract housing was
developed in the Kapahulu area mauka of Fort Ruger. Those tracts were called ‘Kaimuki’ and
‘Ocean-view.! As more homes were built within these tracts, City planners recognized a need
for both schools and open space. Wai'alae Elementary School and Petrie Playground, adjacent
to each other, filled that need. Kapahulu's sprawling reach eventually shrank, and what we now
know as Kapahulu moved from the upper reaches of Palolo and Wai'alae downslope to Alohea
Ave., its present northeast boundary.

Wai'alae, as the upper areas of the old Kapahulu are known today, is a reference to the
Hawaiian mudhen, a black wading bird whose cry uttered in the evening was believed to be a
bad omen, as the bird itself was considered an "aumakua, or spirit guardian. Wai'alae literally
means ‘mudhen water' and stories are told by elders in the community who remember when the
area mauka (mountain side) of what is now known as Kahala Mall, contained fresh water
springs frequented by the “alae.

Located next to Wai'alae Elementary School, Petrie Playground is presently the hub of a
number of subdivisions that include Kaimuki, Kapahulu, Kahala, and beach front Waikiki on the
seaward or makai side. In Hawaiian, culture names are important, and old names are of special
interest to geographers and geologists because names indicate the kinds of activities that
prevailed in ancient times within and on the natural landscapes.

Appendix - Page 1
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Cultural History

Bartels (Aug. 1998) notes the name 'Ka-imu-ki' is a reference to the Menehune who lived in
the rocky hills of this rather hot and dry area, and their penchant for sweets. According to
Bartels, Menehune would “cook the roots of the Ti plant in an extremely hot imu for many hours
to produce a very sweet candy-like treat” By the time of the early 1800s, newcomers had
adapted this method of “treating” themselves and learned to “toss this substance [ti root] into
their distilleries to invent the liquor “ckolehao.” Repeated references to “hot and dry" weather
call attention to both the climate of Kaimuki and its appeal to those ancient dwellers and early
westerners who found the earth oven useful for meeting their needs. A hot and dry oven
properly used provided rewards on many levels.

Waikiki, the beach front that is currently recognized as separate from the rest of the valleys
and flatiands which make up the ahupua'a, and which some writers call the ‘rest and
recuperation’ lands of the ancient (and present-day) Hawaiian chiefs, was an “integral part of a
totally unified ecosystem” [Kanahele, Waikiki An Untold Story 1995]. Because of the
relationship of the Hawaiians to the land, and numerous documented burials within the area,
Waikiki for the general public has become more than a “playground”. Awareness of Waikiki's
kinship relationship to ancient Hawaiians who lived there has elevated and seen application of
the concept of ‘sacredness’ to the area. Oldtimers remember and have shared their stories,
some of which indicate that the artifacts remain today.

In the sacred area called Waikiki are a number of stories and archaeological sites that give
life to this large ahupua'a, among them the story of the “Wizard Stones.” Within Waikiki and
elsewhere, “special stones are regarded as sacred because of a traditional connection with old
ancestors. They are gods (akua) and it is bad luck to disturb them.” According to Mrs. Pukui,
“near the old Hawaiian hotel at Waikiki is a row of rocks called pae-ki'i to which it was the
custom in old days to take strangers caught along the coast and suspected of a war trip, or
search for a human victim for their gods, and hold their heads under water until they were
drowned. This method of putting to death was called 'kai he'e kai'. An old Hawaiian who was
asked to point the stones out refused lest “our lives should pay the forfeit.” But chiefs and their
retainers did not limit themselves merely to the beauty of the beach front. Their attention also
focused on the lands surrounding Waikiki, much of which provided sustenance for the chiefs
and the commoners who lived there.

Waikiki, with its beautiful beach front personality, appealed to ancient Hawaiian kings in the
same way they appealed to land developers and rich plantation owners. Land reforms to
strengthen the power of the ruling chiefs were carried out on O ahu about the time of the last
ruling chief of the Kumuhonua line. “The elder ruling chief was forced to retire because of his
unpopularity. His son Kailikukahi was known as a just ruler, and with his rule Waikiki became
the ruling seat of chiefs of O'ahu. He carried out strict laws, marked out land boundaries and
took the first born of each family to his own household to be educated. He honored priests, built
heiaus and made human sacrifice unpopular.”

In Manoa, animals, as well as stones, play an important part in the stories of kupuna who
are able to share genealogy and self-identity with each telling, weaving in the significance of
their birth places to provide context for understanding. “At Pu'u-pueo lived the owl king of
Manoa who drove the menehune from Manoa valley. Kapoi had robbed an owl's nest of its
eggs but later took pity on the parent owls and returned the eggs. Kapoi then took the owl as
his god and built a heiau for its worship. The ruling chief of O"ahu, Kakuhihewa, considered this
an act of rebellion and ordered Kapoi's death, but at the moment of carrying out the order, the
air was darkened by flying owls which had come to his protection. One of the places known for
this battle is Kala Pueo, east of Diamond Head.”

Potential effect of proposed alterations on cultural resources: None.
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What is the ahupua“a?

In the time of "Umi, son of the great chief Liloa, the Hawaiian islands were divided into political
regions. The four mokupuni (larger islands) of Kaua'i, O'ahu, Maui, and Hawai'i were divided
into moku (districts). The smaller islands of Moloka'i, Lana'i and Kaho'olawe became moku of
Maui and Ni'ihau a moku of Kaua'i. For ease in collecting tribute the moku were subdivided
into ahupua'a, land sections that usually extended from the mountain summits down through
fertile valleys to the outer edge of the reef in the sea.

Ahupua’a were often entire valleys, with the ridges between serving as boundaries. They
varied in size on different islands from as little as 100 acres to more than 100,000 acres.
Ahupua’a were often divided into areas called ‘ili: some a single tract, some divided, and some
divided and crossing ahupua‘a boundaries. Areas of 'ili separated from the main part of an ili
but considered part of it were cafled 'ili lele. [Life in Early Hawai'ii The Ahupua’a.
Kamehameha Schools Bernice Pauahi Bishop Estate, 1994.]

The Hawaiian Studies Institute (UH Manoa), in 1989, prepared a revised map of the Pre-
Mahele moku and ahupua'a on the island of O'ahu. Waikiki ahupua'a extended from the
ahupua‘a of Honolulu (which today includes Nu'uanu and Pauoa valleys) to the ahupua’a of
Waimanalo (now bordered on the southern side of O'ahu island by the area known as Aina

Haina).

Interviews

John Keola Lake

John Keola Lake, kumu hula and cultural practitioner of traditional hula and oli (ancient
Hawaiian chant) lives in a modest home a block from Petrie Playground where construction and
improvements to the existing park have been proposed. Kumu Lake has been a resident in the
Kaimuki area for over 30 years and is familiar with the ancient history and landscape of the
area.

Kumu Lake talked extensively about geographic markers like streams, hills, large rocks and
heiau, as well as other characteristics of the naturally bounded areas of land called ahupua’a.
Whereas maps of the Pre-Mahele period identify the ahupua'a of Waikiki as extending from
Honolulu to Maunalua (now called Hawai'i Kai), stories handed down over the generations
actually described the valleys of Wailupe, Wai'alae Nui, Wai'alae Iki, Palolo, Manoa and Makiki
as separate ahupua'a. These may have been consolidated into one large ahupua'a for the use
of the ali’i around the early 1800s, perhaps just prior to the time that the land was divided by
Kamehameha lll. Reconfiguring the various small ahupua‘a into a single large one likely
changed the relationship between the residents of the mauka (upland valleys)} and makai
(seaward lowlands) areas where most people who worked the land were related to the konohiki
who provided oversight. The valleys in the Waikiki ahupua'a, bound by natural ridges like those
separating Palolo and Manoa, became ifi (subdivisions) within the larger Waikiki ahupua'a.
Families who had identified themselves in relation to the lands they lived on eventually lost the
original names and forgot the historical reasons for naming that gave meaning and identity.

Kumu Lake's understanding of the land as described by David Malo, from mauka to makai,
divided the vertical ahupua’a into 12 subzones. These subzones included areas like the
kulauka - upland plain region, kulawaena - midland plain region, kulakai - lowland, sea plain
region, and kahakai ("sea mark’) - the beach/shore region. Pre-1900 maps show vast midland
and lowland plains, with some hilly areas, in what came to be known as Kapahulu and Kaimuki.
Petrie Playground occupies one of those flat land tracts called ‘Ocean View'. Undoubtedly, in
ancient times this low lying region was cultivated in wetland taro as far as the eye could see,
running from the kulakai into the uplands. Kumu Lake acknowledged that the whole of the
lowlands and midlands were cultivated for farming and produced food in abundance, but with
the introduction of commercial enterprise in the lower Waikiki beach area and building of roads
that essentially kept the streams from emptying into the sea, the lo'i became unproductive,
mosquito-filled and a health concern. The government at that time supported the filling in of
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wetlands to build housing tracts, among them the one that became the ground for Petrie
Playground.

Dorothy Doi
Dorothy Yano Doi grew up in Wai'alae lki, across from the present-day Kahala Mall. She

attended Wai'alae Elementary School and spent her early years in and around Petrie
Playground. Dorothy remembered a fresh-water spring near her home which ran clear until
more and more people moved into the area, at which time the spring became muddied and
eventually no longer usable as a source of potable water. After several years in that location
her family moved from the Wai alae Road home across from the shopping center to a home
near the Wai'alae Dairy Ranch on Farmer's Road. A few years later Wai'alae Dairy Ranch was
bought by golf course developers who created the Wai'alae Golf Course which now occupies
much of the land makai of the highway, adjacent to the present-day Kahala Hiiton Hotel.
Dorothy remembered her father's stories about living for a time near what is now the Hilton
Hawaiian Village Hotel, as a neighbor and friend of Duke Kahanamoku. As a Japanese
immigrant, Dorothy's father faced difficulties with immigration officials because of his inability to
prove his genealogy. Documents of her father's show that ‘The Duke’ provided testimony as
official ‘witness’ that Dorothy’s father was who he said he was, and likely protected him from
deportation. This is a part of local history that Dorothy finds interesting in that it connects her
family, early on, with the Hawaiian community.

Dorothy's memories of Petrie Playground area have less to do with the concept of ‘park’
than they do with the idea of extended schoolyard. While she is aware that the park was named
for a government official, the area was significant because it provided a safe place to play after
school.

James Nakapa'ahu

James Na'iokala Nakapa'ahu's family was one of the first families to move into Palolo
Valley. In 1951, the family had a new house buiit to replace the old. By then the Valley had
expanded to include a 'veterans row’ of homes across the street from his house, specifically
built to appeal to returning veterans from World War ll.  James remembers walking to and from
Waikiki beach many times as a youngster, and taking a number of detours throughout the
Kaimuki-Kapahulu area to explore the undeveloped sites near Diamond Head Crater and
around Kaimuki Middle School and Diamond Head Cemetery. Many times his detours took him
past Wai'alae Elementary School and Petrie Playground, although he was unaware that the
park was a separate entity. Like Dorothy, James considered the park a part of the school.
Early encounters with kupuna (elders) during his walking trips raised his awareness of
significant places and the stories attached to them. His recollection of the Petrie Playground
area is that the parcel itself held no special significance other than its connection to the

neighboring school.

Method: Research, interviews, examination of pre and post-1900 maps, survey of written
sources for the ahupua’a of Waikiki

Selection process for persons interviewed: personal knowledge as a long-time resident of
the area

Ethnographic _and oral history interview procedures: permission to conduct taped
conversations either in-person or by phone
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Biographical information of interviewees:
John Keola Lake - historian, kumy hula, Hawaiian language and culture €xpert now teaching at
Chaminade University, 33-year resident of Kaimuki and user of Petrie Playground in

younger days.

Dorothy Yano Doi - retired school teacher, 50 year resident of Kahala, Kaimuki and Palolo
Vailey, attended Wai'alae Elementary School and was frequent Petrie Piayground user,

Historical and cultural source materiais consulted:
Life in Early Hawai'ic The Ahupua’a. Kamehameha Schools Bernice Pauahi Bishop Estate.

Honolulu, 1994.

Beckwith, M., Hawaijian Mythology. University of Hawai'| Press. Honolulu, 1978,
Harden, M.J., Voices of Wisdom: Hawaiian Elders Speak. Aka Press. Honolulu. 1999,
Pukui, Elbert & Mo"okini, Place Names of Hawai'i. University Press pf Hawa', Fonolulu.1974,

Pukui& Elbert, Hawaiian Dictionary Revised & Enlarged Edition, University of Hawai'i Press.
Honolulu, 1988.

Bartels, J., “Tales of the Ala Waj Watershed". Ala Wai Watershed Community Board. 1998,

Luomala, Katharine, Voices on the Wind: Polynesian Myths and Chants. Bishop Museum Press.
Honolulu. 1955,

Fornander, A., An Account of the Polynesian Race. Tuttle Co. Vermont. 1973,

Kanahele, George S., Waikiki 100 BC to 1800 AD: An Untold Story. Queen Emma Foundation.
Honolulu, 1995,

Interview. John Keola Lake. Nov. 15, 2000 @ residence, 4248 Pahoa Ave. Honoluly 96816.
Interview. Dorothy Doi. Nov. 18, 2000 @ Zippy's Drive in on Wai'ala¢ Ave. 96816,

Interview. James Nakapa'ahu, Nov. 22-23, 2000 @ “lolani Palace. Hpnolulu.
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