David McClain

UNIVERSITY President
Of HAWAI'T

SYSTEM

REC September 18, 2008

‘08 SEP 19 P12.34

Katherine Puana Kealoha, Esq.
Director

Office of Environmental Quality Control
235 South Beretania Street, Room 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-2437

Fax: 586-4186

Subject: Notice of Determination
TMT Observatory EISPN

Dear Ms. Kealoha:

The University of Hawai'i will be preparing an Environmental Impact Statement
(Draft and Final EIS) to evaluate potential impacts to Mauna Kea due to the proposed
project. The project consists of the construction and operation of an optical/infrared
telescope on an estimated 4 acres of land within the 525-acre Astronomy Precinct of the
Science Reserve. The telescope being proposed has a primary mirror 30 meters in
diameter, and would be the most technologically advanced ground-based telescope in
the world. The University of Hawai‘i has determined that this project will likely have
significant environmental impacts and has therefore prepared an Environmental Impact
Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) / Environmental Assessment (EA).

We respectfully request publication of the EISPN/EA in the next available OEQC
Environmental Notice (September 23, 2008). Hard copies and electronic copies of the
document and publication information will be or have been sent to you separately.
Please note that the distribution list for the EISPN/EA is included in the document as
Appendix B. If you have any questions regarding the EISPN/EA, please call Dr. Rose
Tseng, Chancellor of the University of Hawai'i at Hilo at (974-7444) or Jim Hayes at
566-2239.

Sincerely,

Q7% g

David McClain

2444 Dole Street, Bachman Hall
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96822
Telephone: (808) 956-8207

Fax: (808) 956-5286

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution






September 23, 2008

Subject: EISPN/EA for the Thirty Meter Telescope Project
Mauna Kea Science Reserve and Hale Pohaku (TMK 4-4-15: 9 and 12)
Hamakua District, Hawai‘i Island

Attached for your review is a Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) /
Environmental Assessment (EA) that was prepared pursuant to the EIS law (Hawai‘i Revised
Statutes, Chapter 343) and the EIS rules (Hawai‘i Administrative Rules, Title 11, Chapter 200).

Comments on the EISPN/EA are welcome, including your views on the project, view or
information related to the project site, and key issues or criteria that should be addressed in the
Draft EIS. Notice of this EISPN/EA appeared in the Environmental Notice on September 23,
2008; therefore, the comment period will close on October 23, 2008.

Please provide comments using the methods below:

1. Complete a comment form on the Participate page of the project website at www.TMT-
HawaiiEIS.org

2. Mail your comments to the address listed below: <
N o 53] =
University of Hawai‘i at Hilo =t
Office of the Chancellor ] T
200 W. Kawili Street o 9
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720-4091 PN 7
A copy of your comment may be mailed to OEQC at: . =
Office of Environmental Quality Control G
235 South Beretania Street, Suite 702 Ul

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813
3. Leaving a message with your comment on the project toll free hotline at 1-866-284-1716
4. Attending one of the following public scoping meetings

Area Date Location Time
Hawi Oct. 6 (Mon) Kohala High School Cafeteria 5-8pm
Waimea Oct. 8§ (Wed) | Kahilu Town Hall (Waimea Family YMCA) 5-8pm
Kona Oct. 9 (Thr) Kealakehe Elementary School Cafeteria 6-9pm
Ka‘d Oct. 13 (Mon) | Ka'u High/Pahala Elementary School Cafeteria | 5-8pm
Hilo Oct. 14 (Tue) | Keaukaha Elementary School Cafeteria 6-9pm
Puna Oct. 15 (Wed) | Pahoa High School Cafeteria 5-8pm
Honolulu | Oct. 16 (Thr) | Neal S. Blaisdell Center Pikake Room 5-9pm

There will be multiple methods to provide comments at the meetings. For special
assistance requirements to fully participate in the public scoping meeting, please
leave a message on our hotline 1-866-284-1716 and we will work with you to provide
assistance.

If you no longer need this EISPN/EA please recycle it. We appreciate your participation in the
EIS process.
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