FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
AND ANTICIPATED FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

LEE JOSEPH SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE

Tax Map Key (3) 3-6-002:039
Laupahoehoe Point, Island of Hawaii

December 11, 2008

Prepared for:
Hawaii State Department of Land and Natural Resources
Office of Conservation and Coastal Land
P.O. Box 621
Honolulu, HI 96809

Prepared By:
All Aina Services
P.O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1. INTRODUCTION………………………………………………………..
1
1.1 Purpose………………………………………………………….
1
1.2 Identification of Applicant………………………………………
1
1.3 Identification of Approving Agency…………………………….
1
1.4 List of Adjacent Property Owners………………………………
1
1.5 Technical Description…………………………………………...
2
1.6 Listing of Permits and Approvals……………………………….
3
1.7 Land Use Designations………………………………………….
3
1.8 Agency and Public Consultation………………………………...
3
2. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING………………………………………….
4
2.1 Physical Environment……………………………………………
4
2.1.1 Geology and Hazards…………………………………..
4
2.1.2 Soils……………………………………………………
5
2.1.3 Climate…………………………………………………
5
2.1.4 Hydrology and Drainage……………………………….
5
2.1.5 Flora and Fauna………………………………………..
6
2.1.6 Air Quality……………………………………………..
6
2.1.7 Noise…………………………………………………...
7
2.1.8 Scenic and Open Space Resources…………………….
7
2.2 Social, Cultural and Economic Setting…………………………..
7
2.2.1 Socio-Economic Characteristics………………………
7
2.2.2 Adjacent Land Uses…………………………………...
8
2.3 Public Facilities and Services…………………………………...
8
2.3.1 Roads and Traffic………………………………………
8
2.3.2 Water…………………………………………………...
8
2.3.3 Wastewater…………………………………………….
9
2.3.4 Electricity and Telephone……………………………...
9
2.3.5 Solid Waste……………………………………………
9
2.3.6 Protective Services……………………………………
10
2.3.7 Recreation Facilities…………………………………..
10
2.4 Archaeology, Historic and Cultural Resources………………….
10
2.5 Consistency with Conservation District/Special Management Rules,
Guidelines and Objectives……………………………………………
12
3. SUMMARY OF POTENTIAL ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND
PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES…………………………………..
14
3.1 Short Term Impacts……………………………………………...
14
3.2 Long Term Impacts……………………………………………...
14
4. ALTERNATIVES………………………………………………………...
14
4.1 No Action………………………………………………………...
14
4.2 Alternative Sites………………………………………………….
14
5. DETERMINATION, FINDINGS AND REASONS FOR SUPPORTING
DETERMINATION………………………………………………………….
14
5.1 Significance Criteria…………………………………………….
14
5.2 Findings…………………………………………………………
16

1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose
Lee Joseph is proposing to build a one story, three bedroom, two bath residence and a
two car garage with laundry on approximately 3.149 acres of land in the district of North
Hilo, Island of Hawaii. The property, Tax Map Key (3)3-6-002:039, is situated
approximately twenty-two miles north of Hilo at Laupahoehoe Point. The property lies
within the State Land Use Conservation District, thus triggers environmental
requirements for the preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA), in compliance
with Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes.
1.2 Identification of Applicant
The applicant is Lee Joseph whose address is P.O. Box 672, Kilauea, Hawaii 96754.
1.3 Identification of Approving Agency
The State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources, Office of Conservation
and Coastal Land, P.O. Box 621, Honolulu, HI 96809
1.4 Identification of Adjacent Property Owners
(3)3-6-002:2025
(3)3-6-002:001
Fred Branco
Michael Bradley
Lavaina & Charles Lindsey
P.O. Box 223
Mrs. A L Moses & Fred W Pratt
Hawaii National Park, HI 96718
663 Waianuenue Ave.
Hilo, HI 96720
(3)3-6-002:002
Fred Pratt
Margaret Wright
Fred Branco
Marilyn Carlsmith
P.O. Box 42
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
Merrill/Maxine Carlsmith TR
69865 Meadow View Rd
Sisters, OR 97759
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1.5 Technical Description
Mr. Joseph is proposing to build a 2683 square foot residence, including covered
walkway, lanai, and a 548 square foot two-car garage with laundry. The main residence
will be pier and post foundation, and the garage will be slab on grade. The two will be
separate buildings, not attached except by a covered walkway, which will be graveled.
The maximum height of the building shall not exceed twenty five feet measured from the
highest point of the roof structure down to the lower of the existing or finished grade at
the lowest corner of the building. The highest point of the roof structure is 23’8” for the
residence and 14’6” for the garage structure. Construction would begin approximately
two months after permit approval, and would be completed in one year. Funding is
private.
Minimal grading will take place in order to create the pads for the house and garage.
Other proposed improvements include the extension of utilities (water, communication
lines and electric lines to the house site) from existing utilities in the area. An individual
wastewater system will be installed as approved by the State Department of Health. The
existing access road is gravel and will need no improvement. A driveway will be
required from the access road to the proposed building location. This will be graded and
graveled. Landscaping will be minimal, as the site will be cleared and maintained, while
remaining land will stay natural.
The setbacks for Single Family Residence Standards for lots over one acre (Chapter 13-5
HAR Exhibit 4) are thirty feet from the front and back property lines, and twenty feet
from the sides. The setbacks for the proposed single family residence conform to this
standard. They are:
Front: 160’6”
Sides: 166’ West and 38’6’ East
Back: 119’
The Maximum Developable Area is the total floor area in square feet allowed under the
approved land use. The floor area computation includes the single family residence, the
lanai and the two car garage with laundry. For lots larger than one acre, the Maximum
Developable Area is 5000 square feet. The total floor area for the proposed residence and
garage is 3231 square feet, as calculated below.
Covered Walkway
Lanai
Kitchen and Pantry
Living Room
Master Bedroom
Second Bedroom
Third Bedroom
Master Bathroom
Walk-in Closet
Second Bathroom
Two Car Garage with Laundry
Total

73 Sq. Ft.
669 Sq. Ft.
392 Sq. Ft.
640 Sq. Ft.
276 Sq. Ft.
219 Sq. Ft.
196 Sq. Ft.
86 Sq. Ft.
48 Sq. Ft.
84 Sq. Ft.
548 Sq. Ft.
3231 Sq. Ft.
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The square footage of all these are calculated from the exterior of the wall.
Compatibility Provisions ensure compatibility with surrounding environs. All structures
have been designed in accordance with standard conditions, including:
Landscaping-screening structures
Color of paint and surface of structures and roof will be earth tones or compatible
with the surrounding area
State Department of Health individual wastewater system has been designed and
engineered by Atlas Engineering
Grading and contouring are kept to a minimum with consideration of slope. All
structures will be connected or best alternative.
All construction will be in accordance with grading code shoreline requirements
Residence will have one kitchen
The landscape plan is low impact. The grading and grubbing will only remove what is
necessary to prepare the house and garage site. The existing plants and the natural beauty
of the site will become the landscaping. One palm tree will be removed and
approximately one acre around the house site will be mowed. Any plants needed will be
taken from the existing native plants on the property as per Dr. Laura Brezinsky’s
recommendations in her Botanical Survey, Appendix C. Mr. Joseph does not plan any
agricultural activities on the property.
1.6 Listing of Permits and Approvals
County of Hawaii
Department of Public Works
Planning Department
Department of Health

Approval-Project Construction Plans
Plan Approval
Wastewater System

1.7 Land Use Designations
The subject property is situated within the State Land Use Conservation District. The
County General Plan Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide Map (LUPAG) designates this
area as Urban Low Density on the inland side and Open towards the ocean. DLNR
classification is Subzone: Resource.
1.8 Agency and Public Consultation
The following public and private agencies and individuals were consulted during the
preparation of this environmental assessment:
State of Hawaii, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Office of
Conservation and Coastal Lands
State of Hawaii, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Historic
Preservation District
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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County of Hawaii Police Department
County of Hawaii Department of Public Works
County of Hawaii Civil Defense
Sierra Club Hawaii
Dr. Laura Brezinsky
Kawaihona Poy
Lisa Barton

2. Environmental Setting

2.1 Physical Environment
2.1.1 Geology and Hazards
Environmental Setting
The project area is located on the lower northeastern slopes of Mauna Kea and
consists of the Hamakua volcanic series (Stems and Macdonald, 1946). The
Hamakua volcanic series consists mainly of basaltic lava flows.
The volcanic hazard as assessed by the United States Geological Survey for the
project area is “8” on a scale of ascending risk 9 to 1 (Heliker, 1990). Zone “8”
includes the lower slopes of Mauna Kea which has not been affected by lava
flows for the past 10,000 years.
The island of Hawaii is one of the most seismically active areas in the world and
has experienced more than twenty large earthquakes (magnitude 6 or larger) over
the past 166 years (Wyss and Koyanagi, 1992). Magnitude 6 earthquakes can be
expected to cause structural damage to non-reinforced buildings. The Building
Code rating for the entire island of Hawaii is seismic Zone 4 which has the
highest risk for seismic activity.
Impacts
The proposed project will not expose the Joseph residence or the general public to
any hazard risk that does not already exist. The volcanic hazard risk is relatively
low and the same as any other alternative site that could be utilized for the same
purpose.
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2.1.2 Soils
Environmental Setting
The USDA Soil Conservation Services Soil Survey of the Island of Hawaii
classifies the soil of the subject property as mixed alluvial land, 3 to 15 percent
slopes (MT). The drainage class is considered “well drained”, with no frequency
of ponding. This soil has a capability subclass rating of 6w, which indicates
limitations that reduce the choice of plants, require very careful management, or
both.
Impacts
Mr. Joseph plans to have as little impact on the land as possible. The house site
sits on a naturally occurring semi-flat plateau with little native vegetation. This
may be seen in the photograph in the Botanical Survey, Appendix C. This will
allow construction to take place with no damage to native species and a minimum
of grading and grubbing. The amount of soil to be cleared is expected to be
approximately 64 cubic feet, thus no permit will be required. The excavated soil
will be spread around the building site..
2.1.3 Climate
Environmental Setting
Hawaii’s climate is generally characterized as mild with uniform temperatures,
moderate humidity, and two identifiable seasons. The “summer” season, between
May and October, is generally warmer and drier. The “winter” season, between
October and April, is cooler and wetter. The project area is situated along the
windward side of the island of Hawaii which is exposed to northeasterly trade
winds that cause relatively high rainfall (over 100 inches annually). The average
monthly minimum temperature along the Hamakua coast ranges from the mid
60’s to 70 degrees Fahrenheit while the average monthly maximum temperature
ranges from the mid 70’s to the mid 80’s. (University of Hawaii Press, 1983)
Impacts
Climatic conditions will not have a significant impact on the proposed project.
2.1.4 Hydrology and Drainage
Environmental Setting
The project area is designated Zone X (Areas determined to be outside the 500
year flood plain) on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) prepared by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency.
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Impacts and Mitigation Measures

The property is on a grade which will provide natural drainage. The proposed
dwelling location is relatively flat, and will require only minimal excavation. In
addition, during the construction phase of the project, several methods to avoid
erosion will be prepared and implemented if necessary. These methods include
erecting silt curtains along the property boundaries to retain runoff on site and
placing a gravel blanket at the entry to the site in order to allow vehicle access and
filter runoff.
2.1.5 Flora and Fauna
Environmental Setting
A Botanical Survey was conducted by Dr. Laura Brezinsky. See Appendix C.
Fauna and avifauna observed on the project parcel by Lisa Barton, long time
resident and community leader, include mongoose, cardinal, barred dove, spotted
dove and mynah bird. Feral cats, pigs, and rodents are also common to the area.
Although not observed on the property, it is possible that the endemic Hawaiian
Hawk, or I’o, may forage in the area.
Impacts
No listed candidate or proposed endangered animal or plant species are likely to
inhabit this area, according to Dr.Brezinsky and confirmed by telephone, (808)
443-2300 with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on March 10, 2008 at 9:40 a.m.
2.1.6 Air Quality
Environmental Setting
Pollutants derived from the volcanic emissions from the ongoing Kilauea eruption
affect the subject area. In general, however the ambient air quality of the project
area meets all federal and state standards as evidenced by its designation as an
“attainment” area by the State Department of Health, Clean Air Branch.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
The proposed project should have no substantial impact to the air quality.
2.1.7 Noise
Environmental Setting
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Existing noise levels are typical of a rural setting. The project site is not situated
in close proximity to any significant noise generators such as airports or industrial
industrial activity.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Temporary noise impacts will occur from construction activities of the project and
are unavoidable. However, the neighboring homes are around a bend in the road
or higher up on a cliff, set at a 90 degree angle and at least 1000 feet away.
2.1.8 Scenic and Open Space Resources
The North Hilo District is blessed with open space and scenic vistas in a ruralagricultural setting. Laupahoehoe Point is one of the most outstanding of these
areas, and is a natural beauty site listed in the Hawaii County General Plan.
Impacts
The proposed project will have some visual impact, since a residence will be built
on currently vacant land. Due to the secluded setting of the building site, there
will be no visual obstruction of the ocean view to any existing house or to the
Laupahoehoe Point Park in the far distance.
2.2 Social, Cultural, and Economic Setting
2.2.1 Socio-Economic Characteristics
Setting
Hawaii County’s population increased by over 22,000 persons between April,
2000 and July,2006. The North Hilo and Hamakua districts have experienced a
low population growth rate in comparison. North Hilo experienced a loss of 77
persons from the year 2000 to the year 2005. Hamakua district experienced an
increase of 88 persons during the same time period (County of Hawaii,
Department of Research and Development). The North Hilo district and the rest
of the east Hawaii communities are adjusting to the loss of the sugar industry in
the mid 1990’s. A total of 700 direct jobs were lost and approximately 20,000
acres of land were removed from production. Although a substantial portion of
the former sugar acreage has been planted with eucalyptus trees, the number of
jobs generated by the tree farming is substantially less (about 100 jobs) than the
amount lost with the sugar industry. Agriculture activities that continue include
ranching, macadamia nuts, and other diversified crops.
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Impacts
The proposed project will not have a substantial impact on the socio-economic
character of the region, other than providing short term construction jobs.
2.2.2 Adjacent Land Uses
Existing Setting
The project area is located off the end of Laupahoehoe Point Road. Adjacent and
nearby properties include vacant land, single family residences and Laupahoehoe
Point Park.
Impacts
No substantial impact to scenery is expected, as the proposed residence will not
be seen from any other residences or from Laupahoehoe Park. The residence will
be compatible with surrounding areas and the design and construction will be
sensitive to the site. All construction and landscaping will be low profile and
suitable to other projects in the community.
2.3 Public Facilities and Services
2.3.1 Roads and Traffic
Setting
The public roadway providing access to the proposed site is Laupahoehoe Point
Road, which is east off of Hawaii Belt Road (Hwy 19). The access road to the
subject parcel is the crossroad just outside the boundary of Laupahoehoe Park
to the right, locally referred to as Old Branco Road or Old Sugar Mill Road.
Impacts
The addition of a single family’s traffic to the area should impose no substantial
impact.
2.3.2 Water
Existing Setting
Domestic water will be provided by way of an extension from the existing county
water line located at the head of the access road, approximately 800 feet north of
the project site. The County of Hawaii Department of Water Supply has
confirmed that water is currently available for a meter on site, although further
engineering may be required. This utility will be brought in along the utility
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easement as per Appendix D.
Impact
The proposed project will not have a significant impact on the existing
Department of Water Supply sources.
2.3.3 Wastewater
Existing Setting
The project area is not served by a municipal wastewater treatment facility.
Sewage will be handled with an individual wastewater system, approved by the
State Department of Health, located twenty feet (mauka) behind the residence.
Impacts
The on-site cesspool has been engineered as per Appendix C, and will be
constructed in accordance with the requirements of the State Department of
Health.
2.3.4 Electricity and Telephone
Existing Setting
Power will be provided by HELCO with an extension from the existing electrical
service at the head of the access road, approximately 800 feet to the north of the
project site. HELCO has confirmed the availability of this utility given the proper
engineering. Purchase of telephone line rights are required, but the service is
available, and can be brought in along the utility easement as per Appendix D.

Impacts
The proposed project will not have any impact on the existing capacity of these
services.
2.3.5 Solid Waste
Existing Setting
The nearest county solid waste transfer station to the subject property is located in
Laupahoehoe. The nearest landfill is approximately 22 miles southeast of the
site, in Hilo.
Impacts and Mitigation Measures
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The proposed project will generate building waste during the construction phase.
The contractor will be required to dispose of that waste in compliance with the
requirements of the Department of Environmental Management.
2.3.6 Protective Services
Existing Setting
Protective services including fire, police, and rescue are located in Laupahoehoe.
Medical services are located in Honokaa, about 20 miles away and Hilo, about 29
miles.
Impacts
The proposed project will not create an additional burden on the existing
protective service providers.
2.3.7 Recreational Facilities
Existing Setting
The proposed residence is located approximately 300’ from the shoreline.
Traditionally, this area has been used for fishing, surfing, and opihi picking.
Laupahoehoe Point Park has a boat ramp, pavilion and picnic facilities.
Impacts
As the old sugar mill access road is not owned by Mr. Joseph, nor the shoreline
area, fishing, surfing and opihi picking will not be impacted at Laupahoehoe
Point.
2.4 Archaeology, Historic and Cultural Resources
Setting
In July of 2008, the proposed site was inspected for archaeological resources by
Morgan Davis, an archaeologist with the State Historic Preservation Division.
She found only modern remains of construction less than 50 years old, making
these features (two stacked rock walls and a cement Easter-Island style house
decoration identical to those on the neighboring property) out of the Division’s
jurisdiction. In a letter of July 25, 2008, SHPD stated that “no historic properties
will be affected by this project”. In a letter of October 31, 2008, SHPD
recommended that “the proposed location for the house is acceptable providing
the tree line between the property and the viewplane between it and the point is
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maintained.” The Joseph property is not listed as a historic property in the Hawaii
Register or the National Register of Historic Places.
In order to determine the traditional cultural value of the parcel as to whether it
supported any traditional gathering uses, traditional cultural sites, or any other
important cultural symbolic associations, pertinent published information was
reviewed. “A Plan for the North Hilo District,” by Lum, Miyamoto and
Associates, Inc., AIA, cites Richard Mortemore, a Laupahoehoe resident,
regarding early Laupahoehoe. The following quote describes the town in those
early times. “According to some authorities, settlement of Hawaiians may have
existed as early as 1490 in the Laupahoehoe area. Actual records show that
missionaries stopped overnight at this village as early as 1780. The boat landing
at Laupahoehoe had long been a welcome stop to voyagers moving along the
Hamakua coast. Lauaphoehoe was a home to several of the ruling chiefs of
Hawaii. Umi, son of Liloa, lived in Waipunalei until he left to defeat his brother,
Hakau, at Waipio. After Umi became the ruler of Hawaii, he returned to
Laupahoehoe and caused his enemy Paiea to be killed and sacrificed to his god at
the Heiau at Waipunalei. Kamehameha I spent much time at the village of
Laupahoehoe. It was upon his return to Laupahoehoe after attacking peaceful
villages along the Puna coast, that he made the Law of Mamalahoe, or Splintered
Paddle. This was the law which made robbery or murder punishable by death.”
Besides being a significant stopping place for travelers since ancient times,
Laupahoehoe has been an important center for Hawaii County in this century.
About the turn of the century, Laupahoehoe was a thriving community with
numerous immigrants arriving at the harbor from all over the world to settle on
the Hamakua coast. Sugar growing and processing was a major industry, but
coffee was also grown and milled. Laupahoehoe was a transportation center as
well as an agricultural center early in this century. Mule trains brought sugar
from the entire Hamakua area to be loaded onto steamers at the harbor and
shipped to the mill at Waimea. A bustling community around the turn of the
century, Laupahoehoe had many hotels, restaurants, a theater, tailors, a
blacksmith, photographer and apartments. With the advent of the railroad, less
activity was seen in Laupahoehoe Point, and merchants began moving businesses
out of the valley. In 1946, the tsunami hit Hawaii, ending coastal railroad service.
Laupahoehoe Point lost 24 residents; many were students and teachers. Many
homes were demolished, including teachers’ cottages. Although the main school
building survived, the school was moved to higher ground. The population today
is around 30 residents.
Interviewed for this assessment was native Hawaiian Kawaihona Poy. She was
born at Laupahoehoe Point in 1930 and has lived there all her life. She noted that
the traditional use of this area was centered on marine resources, including
fishing, (her father was an avid fisherman), opihi, sea urchin, sea cucumber and
limu. According to Mrs. Poy, there do not appear to be any biological, geological
or other resources on the Joseph parcel which are important for traditional
gathering. Also interviewed was Lisa Barton, long time resident, community
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leader and administrator of the Laupahoehoe Train Musuem. She noted that
presently this area is used for fishing, surfing and opihi picking and Laupahoehoe
Point Park provides a boat ramp, pavilion and picnic facilities.
Mitigation Measures
No impacts to archaeological sites or historical sites are anticipated as a result of
the proposed residence. Should any archaeological or historical sites be
uncovered during construction, all work in the area will stop and the DLNR
Historic Officer will be notified immediately. The treatment of any uncovered
objects will be conducted in strict compliance with the requirements of the
DLNR, SHPD. It is reasonable to conclude that the exercise of native Hawaiian
rights related to gathering, access or other customary activities will not be
affected, and there will be no adverse effect upon cultural practices or beliefs. As
the old sugar mill access road is not owned by Mr. Joseph, nor the shoreline area,
fishing, surfing and opihi picking will not be impacted. The proposed residence is
at least 1000 feet from Laupahoehoe Point Park and would not be within sight of
park users. Mr. Joseph plans to maintain the treeline between his house site and
the viewplane as recommended by DLNR, SHPD.
2.5 Consistency with Conservation District/Special Management Rules, Guidelines and
Objectives
The purpose of the Conservation District Rules (according to Section 13-5-1 of the
Rules) is “to regulate land use in the Conservation District for the purpose of
conserving, protecting, and preserving the important natural resources of the State
through appropriate management and use to promote their long term sustainability
and the public health , safety and welfare”. The DLNR, under HSR Section 13-5-1,
established five Subzones within the Conservation District: Protective, Limited,
Resource, General and Special. The subject property has been designated Resource
Subzone. The objective of this Subzone is “to develop, with proper management,
areas to ensure sustained use of the natural resources of those areas”.
Provided the Board of Land and Natural Resources approves a Conservation
District Use Permit, identified land uses within the Resource Subzone, as
described under Section 13-5-24, includes: a single family residence that
conforms to the design standards as outlined in HSR Section 13-5-24 and
landscaping, defined as alterations of plant cover, including trees, in an area of
more than 10000 square feet.
The proposed Joseph single family residence is consistent with the purpose of the
Conservation District in that a single family residence is an identified use in the
Resource Subzone and that the resources of the site will be conserved, protected,
and preserved after the residence is constructed. As specified in the Rules, the
developable area for a single family residence in the Conservation Districtis
limited to a maximum of 5000 square feet. The residence is well within that limit
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at a total of 3231 square feet for both residence and garage. The design of the
Joseph residence will be sensitive to the site with measures taken to minimize
environmental impact. Considering that the entire area of the site is 3.149 acres,
(137,170 square feet), the residence will occupy 2.3% (3231 square feet) of the
total site. The majority of the site will be left in open space. The site will be
more closely maintained and monitored with a residence.
The proposed land use complies with provisions and guidelines contained in
Chapter 205A, HRS, entitled “Coastal Zone Management”. Single family
residences are considered to be an exempt action under the County’s Special
Management’s Area guidelines. The proposed use would be consistent with
Chapter 205A because it would not affect public access to recreational areas,
historic resources, scenic and open space resources, coastal ecosystems, economic
uses, or coastal hazards.
The proposed land use will not cause substantial adverse impact to existing
natural resources within the surrounding area, community or region. The
construction activities of this single family residence will be confined to the
owner’s lot and will not have any adverse impact on the natural resources. The
design and construction of the residence will be sensitive to the site, with
measures taken to minimize environmental impacts. The small area of the
residence will minimize the need for extensive grading or contouring of the
site. Any disturbed areas will be re-vegetated within 30 days of completion of
construction.
The proposed single family dwelling will be compatible with the locality and
surrounding areas. The design and construction of the residence will be sensitive
to the site. All construction and landscaping will be low profile and suitable and
similar to other projects in the surrounding community. The dwelling will be
constructed in colors that blend with the environment. The recommendations of
Dr. Laura Brezinsky, as per the Botanical Survey, Appendix C, will be used in
any adjustments to the natural landscape that might be necessary.
Mr. Joseph wishes to have as little impact on the land as possible. The natural
and wild beauty of the site is one of its most appealing attributes. The house site
was chosen to enjoy that beauty while preserving the existing natural landscaping.
The existing house site vegetation is a weedy, alien grass. (Photo in Botanical
Survey, Appendix C). This will allow construction to take place with no damage
to native species and a minimum of grading and grubbing. Also, the proposed site
is on a relatively low portion of the property and the height of the proposed
residence is 23’8”, which serves to preserve the rural character of the area.
Because the residence will occupy less than 2.3% of the total site, there will be no
significant impacts to the open space characteristic of the site.
Subdivision of the land is not applicable to this parcel.
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Mr. Joseph’s single family residence will not be detrimental to the public health,
safety and welfare, as all phases of construction will comply with all appropriate
government requirements with regard to environmental and public health
concerns. During construction, the contractor will be responsible for general site
up-keep and the safety of the workers and the surrounding community.
3. Summary of Potential Adverse Environmental Impacts and Proposed Mitigation
Measures
3.1 Short Term Impacts
Construction Activity:
Short term impacts may result from the proposed construction activity including
increased noise levels and dust.
Mitigations
Since the construction activity is temporary, minimal impact is expected.
3.2 Long Term Impacts
No sensitive biological, hydrogical, archaeological or other resources are present
on the parcel and no adverse long-term impacts are expected to result from the
proposed project.
4. Alternatives
4.1 No Action
Under the No Action Alternative, the property would remain vacant.
4.2 Alternative Sites
Mr. Joseph has not considered any alternative sites.
5. Determination, Findings, and Reasons for Supporting Determination
5.1 According to the Department of Health Rules (11-200-12), an applicant must
determine whether an action may have a significant impact on the environment.
The Rules establish “Significance Criteria” to be used as a basis for determining
Significant environmental impact. A proposed action may not meet any of the
following criteria.
1. Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or
cultural resources.
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The proposed project involves the construction of a single family home on 3.149
acres of land. The project site is vacant and does not contain any significant
natural or cultural resources.
2. Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment.
The proposed action will utilize a small portion (2.3%) of a 3.149 acre parcel. No
restriction of beneficial uses would occur.
3. Conflicts with the State’s long term environmental policies or goals and
guidelines as expressed in Chapter 344,HRS; and any revisions thereof and
amendments thereto, court decisions, or executive orders.
The proposed action is minor and basically environmentally benign, and thus
consistent with all elements of the State’s long term environmental policies.
4. Substantially affects the economic or social welfare of the community or state.
The proposed action will not have any substantial effect on the economic or social
welfare of the Laupahoehoe community or Hawaii state.
5. Substantially affects public health.
The proposed action will not affect public health and safety in any way.
6. Involves substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects
on public facilities.
As the action involves only one single family home, no secondary effects are
expected.
7. Involves a substantial degradation of environmental quality.
The action is minor and environmentally benign, and it would thus not contribute
to environmental degradation.
8. Substantially affects any rare, threatened or endangered species of flora or
fauna or habitat.
The building site itself supports weedy alien grass. No rare, threatened or
endangered species of flora or fauna are known to exist on the project site, and
none would be affected by any project activities.
9. Has cumulatively considerable effect upon the environment or involves a
commitment for larger actions.
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The action is not related to other activities in the region in such a way as to
produce adverse cumulative effects or involve a commitment for larger actions.
10. Detrimentally affects air or water quality or ambient noise levels.
No substantial effects to air, water or ambient noise would occur.
11. Likely to be damaged as a result of being located in an environmentally
sensitive area such as a flood plane, tsunami zone, erosion-prone area,
geologically hazardous land, estuary, fresh water, or coastal land.
Although the proposed action is located in a zone exposed to tsunami and earthquake hazards there are no reasonable alternatives that would avoid such
exposure. The proposed action presents no additional hazard to the public, and
the project is not imprudent for the landowner.
12. Substantially affects scenic vistas and viewplanes identified in county or state
plans studies.
Although Laupahoehoe Point is listed as a natural beauty site in the Hawaii
County General Plan, the secluded setting of the proposed residence prevents any
visual obstruction of the ocean and coastline to any existing home or
Laupahoehoe Point Park.
13. Requires substantial energy consumption.
The proposed action will require negligible amounts of energy for construction.
5.2 For the reasons above, the Proposed Action will not have any significant effect in the
context of Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes and section 11-200-12 of the State
Administrative Rules.
5.3 Findings
Based on the foregoing information presented, it is determined that the proposed Lee
Joseph single family residence will not have a significant effect. As such, Finding of No
Significant Impact for the proposed action is anticipated.
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County of Hawaii
Police Department
349 Kapiolani Street
Hilo, HI 96720
April 14, 2008
Applicant: Lee Joseph
TMK: (3) 3-6-002:039
Subject: Environmental Assessment
To Whom It May Concern:
The applicant, after submitting an application for a Conservation District Use Permit, was
notified by the Department of Land and Natural Resources that an Environmental
Assessment is now required. We are asking for any comments you may have regarding
environmental issues associated with the proposed project. Following is a brief
description :
Mr. Joseph proposes to build a 2683 square foot, three-bedroom, two-bath residence
including a covered walkway, lanai, and a 548 square foot two-car garage with laundry
within the State Land Use Conservation District. The property is 3.149 acres, located at
Laupahoehoe Point. Minimal grading will take place in order to create pads for the house
and garage. The main house will be post and pier foundation, and the garage will be slab
on grade. They will be attached by a covered walkway. Other proposed improvements
include the extension of utilities (water, electric lines, and communication lines) to the
house site, from existing utilities in the area. An individual wastewater system, approved
by the State Department of Health, will be installed. The existing access road is gravel
and will need no improvement, but a road from the access road to the location of the
residence will be required. This will be graded and graveled. Landscaping will be
minimal. The residence site will be cleared and mowed while the remaining property
will be left natural.
Please respond in writing to this request with any information applicable.
Address all replies to:
All Aina Services
P.O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
Sincerely,

Jennifer Rosse

County of Hawaii
Department of Water Supply
345 Kekuanaoa St Suite 20
Hilo, HI 96720
April 14, 2008
Applicant: Lee Joseph
TMK: (3) 3-6-002:039
Subject: Environmental Assessment
To Whom It May Concern:
The applicant, after submitting an application for a Conservation District Use Permit, was
notified by the Department of Land and Natural Resources that an Environmental
Assessment is now required. We are asking for any comments you may have regarding
environmental issues associated with the proposed project. Following is a brief
description :
Mr. Joseph proposes to build a 2683 square foot, three-bedroom, two-bath residence
including a covered walkway, lanai, and a 548 square foot two-car garage with laundry
within the State Land Use Conservation District. The property is 3.149 acres, located at
Laupahoehoe Point. Minimal grading will take place in order to create pads for the house
and garage. The main house will be post and pier foundation, and the garage will be slab
on grade. They will be attached by a covered walkway. Other proposed improvements
include the extension of utilities (water, electric lines, and communication lines) to the
house site, from existing utilities in the area. An individual wastewater system, approved
by the State Department of Health, will be installed. The existing access road is gravel
and will need no improvement, but a road from the access road to the location of the
residence will be required. This will be graded and graveled. Landscaping will be
minimal. The residence site will be cleared and mowed while the remaining property
will be left natural.
Please respond in writing to this request with any information applicable.
Address all replies to:
All Aina Services
P.O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
Sincerely,

Jennifer Rosse

DEPARTMENT
345

OF'WATER
KEKUANAO'A

SUPPLY

STREET,

TELEPHONE

(808)

SUITE

961-8050

20
•

• COUNTY
•
FAX

HllO,
(808)

HAWAI'I

OF HAWAI'I
96720

961-8657

May 5, 2008

Ms. Jennifer Rosse
All Aina Services
P. O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
PRE-ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
TAX MAP KEY 3-6-002:039

CONSULTATION

This is in response to your letter dated April 14,2008.
Water can be made available from an existing 6-inch waterline within Laupahoehoe Point Road, approximately
350 feet from the property. For your information, there may be an existing 2-inch galvanized iron waterline
traversing the property, which was abandoned and is no longer in use.
Water service may be granted upon compliance with following conditions:
1. Installation, by the Department of Water Supply, of a I-inch service lateral to service a 5/8-inch
meter, which shall be restricted to a maximum daily flow of 600 gallons.
2.

3.

Remittance of the following charges, which are subject to change, to our Customer Service Section:
FACILITIES CHARGE (Fe):
1sl service to the parcel, 5/8-inch meter

$1,190.00

SERVICE LATERAL INSTALLATION CHARGE:
Install one meter on Laupahoehoe Point Road, a County road
Total (Subject to Change)

$2,600.00
$3,790.00

Due to the property not fronting the Department's waterline, a "Policy and Conditions for Water Service" or
Out-of-Bounds agreement must be signed by the applicant.

Should there be any questions, you may contact Mr. Finn McCall of our Water Resources and Planning Branch
at 961-8070, extension 255.

L

FM:dfg

... Ukter
The Department of Water Supply is an Equal Opportunity provider
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence

brin;j6pr0;jre66...
and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410. Or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TOO)

Lawrence

HarTY Kim

K. Mahuna

Po/ice' ChiLf

.1/01'0"

Harry S. Kubnjid
Deputy Police Chicl

County of Hawaii
POLICE

DEPARTMENT

349 Kapiolani Street·
Hilo. Hawai'i 96720-3998
(808) 935-33) I • Fax (808) 961-8865

April 21,2008

Ms. Jennifer Rosse
All Aina Services
P. O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
Dear Ms. Rosse:
Subject:

Environmental

Assessment

- Conservation District Use Permit

Staff has reviewed the proposed project and has no comments or concerns.

#h

Since~
DEREK D. PACHECO
ASSISTANT POLICE CHIEF
AREA I OPERATIONS BUREAU
R.A.:!!i

"Ilawai'i

County is an Equal Opportunity

Provider and Employer"

County of Hawaii
Fire Department
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI 96720
April 14, 2008
Applicant: Lee Joseph
TMK: (3) 3-6-002:039
Subject: Environmental Assessment
To Whom It May Concern:
The applicant, after submitting an application for a Conservation District Use Permit, was
notified by the Department of Land and Natural Resources that an Environmental
Assessment is now required. We are asking for any comments you may have regarding
environmental issues associated with the proposed project. Following is a brief
description :
Mr. Joseph proposes to build a 2683 square foot, three-bedroom, two-bath residence
including a covered walkway, lanai, and a 548 square foot two-car garage with laundry
within the State Land Use Conservation District. The property is 3.149 acres, located at
Laupahoehoe Point. Minimal grading will take place in order to create pads for the house
and garage. The main house will be post and pier foundation, and the garage will be slab
on grade. They will be attached by a covered walkway. Other proposed improvements
include the extension of utilities (water, electric lines, and communication lines) to the
house site, from existing utilities in the area. An individual wastewater system, approved
by the State Department of Health, will be installed. The existing access road is gravel
and will need no improvement, but a road from the access road to the location of the
residence will be required. This will be graded and graveled. Landscaping will be
minimal. The residence site will be cleared and mowed while the remaining property
will be left natural.
Please respond in writing to this request with any information applicable.
Address all replies to:
All Aina Services
P.O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
Sincerely,

Jennifer Rosse

Harry Kim

Darryl

Mayor

J. Oliveira

Fire Chief

Glen P.I. Honda
Deputy Fire Chief

<1:ountp of

~ah1ari

HAWAI'I FIRE DEPARTMENT
25 Aupuni Street.

Suite 103 • Hilo, Hawai'i

(808) 981-8394

96720

• Fax (808) 981-2037

April 28, 2008

Ms. Jennifer Rosse
All Aina Services
PO Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
SUBJECT:

ENVIRONMENTAL

ASSESSMENT

APPLICANT: LEE, JOSEPH
TMK: (3) 3-6-002:039

We have no comments to offer at this time in reference to the above-mentioned
Assessment.

IbtJ

~RR~
(\'p
Fire Chief
JCP:lpc

Hawai'i County is an Equal Opportunity

Provider and Employer.

Environmental

County of Hawaii
Civil Defense
920 Ululani Street
Hilo, HI 96720
April 14, 2008
Applicant: Lee Joseph
TMK: (3) 3-6-002:039
Subject: Environmental Assessment
To Whom It May Concern:
The applicant, after submitting an application for a Conservation District Use Permit, was
notified by the Department of Land and Natural Resources that an Environmental
Assessment is now required. We are asking for any comments you may have regarding
environmental issues associated with the proposed project. Following is a brief
description :
Mr. Joseph proposes to build a 2683 square foot, three-bedroom, two-bath residence
including a covered walkway, lanai, and a 548 square foot two-car garage with laundry
within the State Land Use Conservation District. The property is 3.149 acres, located at
Laupahoehoe Point. Minimal grading will take place in order to create pads for the house
and garage. The main house will be post and pier foundation, and the garage will be slab
on grade. They will be attached by a covered walkway. Other proposed improvements
include the extension of utilities (water, electric lines, and communication lines) to the
house site, from existing utilities in the area. An individual wastewater system, approved
by the State Department of Health, will be installed. The existing access road is gravel
and will need no improvement, but a road from the access road to the location of the
residence will be required. This will be graded and graveled. Landscaping will be
minimal. The residence site will be cleared and mowed while the remaining property
will be left natural.
Please respond in writing to this request with any information applicable.
Address all replies to:
All Aina Services
P.O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
Sincerely,

Jennifer Rosse
*Our agency did not receive a reply from Civil Defense.

County of Hawaii
Civil Defense
920 Ululani Street
Hilo, HI 96720
April 14, 2008
Applicant: Lee Joseph
TMK: (3) 3-6-002:039
Subject: Environmental Assessment
To Whom It May Concern:
The applicant, after submitting an application for a Conservation District Use Permit, was
notified by the Department of Land and Natural Resources that an Environmental
Assessment is now required. We are asking for any comments you may have regarding
environmental issues associated with the proposed project. Following is a brief
description :
Mr. Joseph proposes to build a 2683 square foot, three-bedroom, two-bath residence
including a covered walkway, lanai, and a 548 square foot two-car garage with laundry
within the State Land Use Conservation District. The property is 3.149 acres, located at
Laupahoehoe Point. Minimal grading will take place in order to create pads for the house
and garage. The main house will be post and pier foundation, and the garage will be slab
on grade. They will be attached by a covered walkway. Other proposed improvements
include the extension of utilities (water, electric lines, and communication lines) to the
house site, from existing utilities in the area. An individual wastewater system, approved
by the State Department of Health, will be installed. The existing access road is gravel
and will need no improvement, but a road from the access road to the location of the
residence will be required. This will be graded and graveled. Landscaping will be
minimal. The residence site will be cleared and mowed while the remaining property
will be left natural.
Please respond in writing to this request with any information applicable.
Address all replies to:
All Aina Services
P.O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
Sincerely,

Jennifer Rosse
*Our agency did not receive a reply from Civil Defense.

State of Hawaii
Department of Health
District Health Office
P.O. Box 916
Hilo, HI 96720
April 14, 2008
Applicant: Lee Joseph
TMK: (3) 3-6-002:039
Subject: Environmental Assessment
To Whom It May Concern:
The applicant, after submitting an application for a Conservation District Use Permit, was
notified by the Department of Land and Natural Resources that an Environmental
Assessment is now required. We are asking for any comments you may have regarding
environmental issues associated with the proposed project. Following is a brief
description :
Mr. Joseph proposes to build a 2683 square foot, three-bedroom, two-bath residence
including a covered walkway, lanai, and a 548 square foot two-car garage with laundry
within the State Land Use Conservation District. The property is 3.149 acres, located at
Laupahoehoe Point. Minimal grading will take place in order to create pads for the house
and garage. The main house will be post and pier foundation, and the garage will be slab
on grade. They will be attached by a covered walkway. Other proposed improvements
include the extension of utilities (water, electric lines, and communication lines) to the
house site, from existing utilities in the area. An individual wastewater system, approved
by the State Department of Health, will be installed. The existing access road is gravel
and will need no improvement, but a road from the access road to the location of the
residence will be required. This will be graded and graveled. Landscaping will be
minimal. The residence site will be cleared and mowed while the remaining property
will be left natural.
Please respond in writing to this request with any information applicable.
Address all replies to:
All Aina Services
P.O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
Sincerely,

Jennifer Rosse

Ms. Jennifer Rosse
Page 2
April 24, 2008

The use of individual wastewater systems is allowed. The type and number of individual
wastewater systems to be used will be determined by the wastewater rules in effect at the time of
building permit application.
Sincerely,

~ ~~r--

Newton Inouye
Acting District Environmental Health Program Chief
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Lee Joseph
P.O. 130x672
f<il':.1uea,Hawaii 96754
De;:JrIVlr. .Joseph,
SUI3..JECT:

Conservation
Lapahoehoe,

District Inquiry for TIVIK (3) 3-6-002:039
North Hilo, Island of Hawaii

L.ocated

31'

The Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands (OCCL) is in receipt of your letter elated
November '17, 2004 concerning questions YOll have for subject parcel TIVII·<(3) ] ..(3.002:039 in regards to the Conservation District.
Accorclinq to your ilTformation, you would like a response to the following questions:"
!.

\/erificatiorl

of the subzone and restrictions

against a dwelling;

2.

Potential problems in regards to the past subdivision
Inay have on obtaining a permit;

3.

/-\ny other potential problems in obtaining a permit.

of tbe lane! and {he effecl it

OCCL notes the subject property appears to lie within the Resource subzone of the
Conservation District· .Any and all land use within the Conservation District requires the
Department or Board of Land and I\Jatural Resources approval.
"'

.

l-=<e9ardingthe construction of a Single Family Residence (SFI-=<),pursuant to the
Hawaii Administrative F;uies, § "j 3-5-24, -R-8, Singie Famiiy Residence (D,·'j j,
single family residence is an identified land use which could be applied for
provided that it conrorrlls to design standards as outlined in chapter '13-5, HAI~,
To approve, modify or deny the construction of a SFR shall be at the discretion of
lhe l30ard of Land and Natural Resources, Therefore this proposed clctioll woule!
requil-e a Board permit.
<:1

\.

~~_

r~e~Jclrdillg tile past subdivision of land, docLlmenTation from the County of Haw8i;
dated lVIay 5, '1985 siqned by the Planning Director has stated that the County

i

,.....------------------.--.-.-.--.---.------------

---------.-------------.---

---

has "cJclerrninecl that there are two (2) pre-existing lots on (.'le pat/x.::! ie/entified as
TlV/K: 3-·6-02:01."
Therefore, the aCCl believes TMK (3) 3·6-002:039 appears to
be a leqallot of record.
3.

At this time, the aCCl does not foresee any potential problems in processing an
acceptable application. However, please remember, to appmve, modify or deny
the construction of a SFR shall be at the discretion of the Board of Land and
Natural Resources.

For your information, YOLl will find Chapter -13-5, Hawaii Administrative f\ules and the
Conservation
District
Use
Application
(CDUA)
on
our
website
at
wVllw.hawaii.gov/dlnr/occl. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Tiger-lVIillsof our Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands at 587-0382.
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Lee Joseph
PO Box 672
Kilauea HI 96754

SUBJECT:

Request for Information, Family Residence
TMK (3) 3-6-002:039, Laupahoehoe, North Hilo, Hawai'i

Dear Mr. Joseph,
The Department of Land and Natural Resources, Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands
(OCCL) is in receipt of your letter, dated January 12, 2006, regarding the ahove parcel in
LaLLpahoehocVillage, Hawai'i.
According to departmental records the subject parcel is at least partially located in the Resource
Subzone of the Conservation District. I've enclosed a map for reference; the borders shown are
for presentational purposes and are only approximations. You should contact the State Land Use
Division at (808) 587-2885 to determine the exact boundaries.
According to the Hawai'i Administrative Rules (HAR) § 13-5-24, R-8, Single Family Residence
is an identified use in the Resource Subzone provided that it conforms to the design guidclincs
outlined in the same chapter, Exhibit 4.The Conservation District Use Application (CDUA)
would require a Board Permit and an Environmental Assessment, as outlined in BAR § 13-5-34.
The final decision as to whether to approve or deny the pen11it resides with the Board of Land
and Natural Resources.
/,...----........

......•

\

I've enclosed a CDUA and a copy of HAR Chapter 13-5. Please call MicMael Cain at the Office
of Conservation and Coastal Lands at 587-0048, should you have any que/tions on this ri1atter.
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April 26, 2008
Jennifer Rosse
All Aina Services
P.O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764

LOG NO: 2008.1445
DOC NO: 0804MD28
Archaeology

Dear Ms. Rosse:
SUBJECT:

Chapter 6E-42 Historic Preservation Review Request for Comment on an application for a Conservation District Use Permit
Laupahoehoe Ahupua'a, North Hilo District, Island of Hawai'i
3-6-002:039
TMK:

ill

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the aforementioned project concerning new construction in
a conservation district. We do not have any records of an archaeologica1 review of this parcel or any
nearby parcels. Given the historic nature of Laupahoehoe Point, where this parcel is located, we would
like to conduct a field site visit prior to commenting on your application. Please contact Morgan Davis at
(808) 981-2979 to schedule a meeting.
Aloha,

Nancy McMahon, Archaeoiogy Branch Chief
State Historic Preservation Division
Cc:
Bruce McLure, Director
Department of Public Works
County of Hawaii
75 Aupuni Street
Hil0, HI 96720
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July 25, 2008
Lori Mikkelson
All Aina Services
PO Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764

LOG NO: 2008.2633
DOC NO: 0807MD85
Archaeology

Dear Ms. Mikkelson:

SUBJECT:

Chapter 6E-42 Historic Preservation Review Request for "No Effect" Letter for the Joseph Lee Property along
an SMA at Laupahoehoe Point
Laupahoehoe Ahupua'a, North Hilo District, Island of Hawai'i

TMK: 03-6-002:039
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the aforementioned project, which we received in June
2008. On behalf of Mr. Joseph Lee, owner, you requested a No Effect letter in conjunction with an SMP
pennit application in order to pennit Mr. Lee to build a home on his property.
We detennine that no historic properties will be affected by this project because:

D

D
~
D
D

~

Intensive cultivation has altered the land
Residential development/urbanization has altered the land
Previous grubbing/grading has altered the land
An accepted archaeological inventory survey (AIS) found no historic properties
SHPD previously reviewed this project and mitigation has been completed
Other: Site visits by our Hawaii Island Section Assistant Archaeologist Morgan Davis found only
modern remains of construction less than 50 years old, making these features (two stacked
rock walls and a cement Easter-Island style house decoration identical to those on the
neighboring property) out of our jurisdiction.

Because this property is potentially in the line of sight of the historic district Laupahoehoe Village ("the
Point"), we recommend that the trees on the north and northeast portions of the property remain in place;
as it is, the proposed house site is not currently visible from the Point.
In the event that historic resources, including human skeletal remains, cultural materials, lava tubes,
and/or lava blisters/bubbles are identified during the construction activities, all work needs to cease in the
immediate vicinity of the find, the find needs to be protected from additional disturbance, and the State
Historic Preservation Division, Hawaii Island Section, needs to be contacted immediately at (808) 9812979.

Ms. Lori Mikkelson
Page 2

Please contact Morgan Davis at (808) 981-2979 if you have any questions or concerns regarding this
letter.
Aloha,

Nancy McMahon,
Archaeology and Historic Preservation Manager
State Historic Preservation Division
Cc:
Christopher J. Yuen, Planning Director
County of Hawaii Planning Department
101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3
Hilo, Hawaii 96720-4224

MOKU LOA GROUP
SIERRA CLUB HAWAI"
PO BOX 1137
HILO, HI 96721-1137

MOKU LOA GROUP

SIERRA CLUB HAWAI'I
PO BOX 1137

HIla, HI 96721-1137

Sierra Club
P.O. Box 10265
Hilo, HI 96721
April 17, 2008
Applicant: Lee Joseph
TMK: (3) 3-6-002:039
Subject: Environmental Assessment
To Whom It May Concern:
The applicant, after submitting an application for a Conservation District Use Permit, was
notified by the Department of Land and Natural Resources that an Environmental
Assessment is now required. We are asking for any comments you may have regarding
environmental issues associated with the proposed project. Following is a brief
description :
Mr. Joseph proposes to build a 2683 square foot, three-bedroom, two-bath residence
including a covered walkway, lanai, and a 548 square foot two-car garage with laundry
within the State Land Use Conservation District. The property is 3.149 acres, located at
Laupahoehoe Point. Minimal grading will take place in order to create pads for the house
and garage. The main house will be post and pier foundation, and the garage will be slab
on grade. They will be attached by a covered walkway. Other proposed improvements
include the extension of utilities (water, electric lines, and communication lines) to the
house site, from existing utilities in the area. An individual wastewater system, approved
by the State Department of Health, will be installed. The existing access road is gravel
and will need no improvement, but a road from the access road to the location of the
residence will be required. This will be graded and graveled. Landscaping will be
minimal. The residence site will be cleared and mowed while the remaining property
will be left natural.
Please respond in writing to this request with any information applicable.
Address all replies to:
All Aina Services
P.O. Box 291
Laupahoehoe, HI 96764
Sincerely,

Jennifer Rosse

BOTANICAL SURVEY,
TMK (3) 3-6-002:039

Laupahoehoe Point, Hamakua, Island of Hawaii
By Laura Brezinsky, Ph.D
January, 2007
Introduction
This report includes the results of a botanical survey of the above described 3.149 parcel,
conducted in January, 2007. The survey focuses specifically on the area proposed for
development (house site and driveway) that lies within the State Land Use Conservation
District (CD) at Laupahoehoe Point, approximately 22 miles north of Hilo.
Purpose
The objectives of the survey were to: 1) describe the vegetation; 2) list all plant species
encountered, and 3) identify threatened species, if any. The area was surveyed on foot
and GPS tracks were recorded by Laura Brezinsky.
Vegetation Type
Prior to human habitation, the property was most likely covered with native Coastal
Mesic forest. Due to the effects of human encroachment, the entire parcel is now
predominantly covered by alien taxa. In addition to a wide range of invasive alien
species, several noninvasive alien plant species such as Ti (Cordyline fruticosa),
nonnative hibiscus, chili pepper (Capsicum frutescens) and Dieffenbachi were also found,
further supporting the hypothesis that humans previously developed this area. The area
planned for development is now dominated by alien grass and shrubland with few native
species remaining (see below). The area across the road from this property is coastal
strand habitat and does include some naturally occurring indigenous mesic coastal
species such as hala (Pandanus tectorius) and naupaka (Scaevola sericea). Both of these
plant species are relatively fast growing successful native species and would be
appropriate as landscape plants on this property.

Vegetation and Flora

Joseph Single-Family
Residence
Botanical Survey
Source: Laura Brezinsky Ph.D
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