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June 13, 2016 
 
Russell Y. Tsuji, Land Administrator      Log No. 2016.00405 
Land Division         Doc No. 1604GC12 
Department of Land and Natural Resources      Archaeology 
P.O. Box 621 History & Culture 
Honolulu, HI  96809  
 
Stanley S. Fujimoto 
Hawaii Housing Finance & Development Corporation 
Department of Business Economic Development & Tourism 
677 Queen Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
SUBJECT: Chapter 6E-42 Historic Preservation Review 
  Draft Environmental Assessment for the Ainahau Vista II Affordable Senior Rental Project 
  Waikīkī Ahupuaʻa, Honolulu (Kona District), Island of Oʻahu 
  TMK: (1) 2-6-024:070 and 071 
   
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for the 
proposed construction of Ainahau Vista II Affordable Senior Rental Project (Kusao & Kurahashi, Inc. 2016). The 
proposed project involves development and construction of a nine story apartment building with appurtenances. 
Development of the apartment complex will occur on a 0.29-acre mauka portion of the 0.82-acre  parcel owned by 
the Ainahau Vista II LP, identified as TMK: (1) 2-6-024:070 and 071. The SHPD received this submittal on 
February 22, 2016. 
 
Our SHPD records review indicates that numerous archaeological studies have been conducted within Waikiki 
Ahupuaʻa. The results of these studies documented various surface and subsurface traditional and historic properties, 
including human burial remains, cultural deposits, former wetland remnants (loʻi), and former fishpond walls. An 
archaeological inventory survey (AIS) was conducted for this project (formerly referred to as the Tusitala Vista 
Elderly Apartments project) by Cultural Surveys Hawaii, Inc. (Chiogioji et al. 2004). The AIS report was reviewed 
and accepted by the SHPD on October 18, 2005 (Log No. 2005.2251; Doc No. 0510DB05). The AIS identified, 
documented, assessed site signi (pursuant to Hawaii Administrative Rules [HAR] §13-284-6, Criteria a through e), 
and made mitigation recommendations for each of the following four  historic properties within the project parcels: 
Site 50-80-14-6705, human skeletal fragments, assessed as significant under Criterion “e” (cultural significance); 
Site 6682, a buried A Horizon, representing the nineteenth century ground surface of ʻĀinahau (Cleghorn Estate) 
assessed significant under Criterion “b” (associated with lives of persons significant in our past); Site 6706, a 
segment of ʻĀpuakēhau Stream bed assessed as significant under Criterion d (likely to yield information); and Site 
6707, a buried dry-stacked basalt stone wall believed to be part of a traditional loʻi which was assessed as significant 
under Criteria a (events), b (important persons), c (construction), and d (information). The report recommended no 
further archaeological work for Site 6682 and Site 6706, archaeological data recovery for Site 6707, and 
archaeological monitoring for Site 6705. The SHPD concurred with these recommendations. Subsequently, a data 
recovery and archaeological monitoring plan was submitted and accepted by SHPD on July 25, 2005 (Log No. 
2005.1459; Doc No. 0507MC09). The data recovery report was reviewed and accepted by the SHPD on October 27, 
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2008 (Log No. 2007.2521, Doc No. 0810WT54). Additionally, a burial treatment plan (O’Hare et al., October 2005) 
was accepted by the SHPD on November 28, 2005 (Log No. 2005.2563; Doc No. 0511SG04).  
 
On August 17, 2015, SHPD (Susan Lebo) and CSH (Matt McDermott) consulted regarding the Hawaii Revised 
Statutes (HRS) Chapter 6E process for the current project. At this meeting, it was agreed that the project would 
proceed with (1) additional consultation with appropriate agencies and with Native Hawaiian Organizations 
(NHOs), particularly recognized lineal or cultural descendants and the Oʻahu Island Burial Council (OIBC); (2) the 
project proponents would redesign the building foundation to preserve the Site 6705 wall; (3) that on-site 
archaeological monitoring would be conducted during project construction; and (4) that an archaeological 
monitoring plan (AMP) meeting the requirements of Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) §13-279-4 and a 
preservation plan (PP) for Site 6705 meeting the requirements of HAR §13-277 would be submitted to SHPD for 
review and acceptance prior to initiation of the project. 
 
Based on the above, SHPD’s determination is no historic properties affected with implementation of the SHPD-
accepted AMP (June 8, 2016; Log No. 2015.04152, Doc. No. 1606JA02) and PP (June 13, 2016; Log No. 
2015.04151, Doc. No. 1606JA09). The permit issuance process may continue. 
 
Please contact Regina Hilo, Oahu Island Burial Sites Specialist, at (808) 692-8026 or at Regina.Hilo@hawaii.gov 
for any questions regarding human burials and/or consultation with NHOs. Please contact me at (808) 692-8019 or 
at Susan.A.Lebo@hawaii.gov for any questions or concerns regarding this letter. 
 
Aloha, 

 
Susan A. Lebo, PhD 
Archaeology Branch Chief 
 
cc: Lydia M. Morikawa,  
 Land Division, DLNR  
 Lydia.m.morikawa@hawaii.gov 
 
 Kieth Kurahashi 
 Kusao & Kurahashi, Inc. 
 Manoa Marketplace 
 2752 Woodlawn Drive, Suite 5-217 
 Honolulu, HI 96822 
 kkurahasi@hawaii.rr.com 
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