
BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY 
KIRK CALD~L. MAYOR 

BRYAN P. ANDAYA, Chair 
ADAM C. WONG, Vice Chair 
DAVID C. HULIHEE 

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
630 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET 
HONOLULU, HI 96843 

KAPUA SPROAT 
www.boardofwatersupply.com KAY C. MATSUI 

Mr. Scott Glenn, Director 
Office of Environmental Quality Control 
State of Hawaii 
Department of Health 
235 South Beretania Street, Room 702 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Mr. Glenn: 

April 11, 2017 ROSS S. SASAMURA, Ex-Officio 
FORO N. FUCHIGAMI, Ex-Officio 

ERNESTY. W. LAU, P.E. 
Manager and Chief Engineer 

ELLENE. KITAMURA, P.E. 
Deputy Manager and Chief Engineer 
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Subject: Haiku Stairs Study Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice 

Under the provisions of Act 172 (12), the City and County of Honolulu Board of Water Supply 
(BWS) has determined at the outset that an environmental impact statement is required for the 
Haiku Stairs Study at Tax Map Key: 4-6-015: 011, in the Ko'olaupoko district on the island of 
O'ahu. A completed Bulletin Publication Form and a summary of the proposed action is enclosed 
(with a copy of the same sent via electronic mail to oeqc@doh.hawaii.gov). 

Pursuant to the requirements of Section 11-200-3, Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR), and Section 
11-200-15, HAR, we request that you provide notice of this statutory determination in the next 
available periodic bulletin (Environmental Notice) for the public to submit comments to the BWS 
during a 30 day public comment period. 

If you have any questions, please contact Scot Muraoka, Long Range Planning Branch of our 
Water Resources Division at 748-5940 or Haikustairseis@hbws.org. 

Very truly yours, 

~~-~~ 
Manager and Chief Engineer 

Enclosures 

cc: Department of Planning & Permitting, Designated Accepting Authority (by Office of the Mayor) 
Group 70 

\later for Life Ka \\ai Ola 
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Office of Environmental Quality Control 

Project Name: · Ha'iku Stairs Study 

AGENCY 
PUBLICATION FORM 

February 2016 Revision 

. Project Short Name: . (please use no more than five succinct words; count not to include document status, e.g., EA) 
HRS §343-5 Trigger(s): Use of County lands, use of County funds, use of any land classified as conservation district by the 

, state land use commission under Chapter 205. 
; lsland(s): I O'ahu 
! Judicial District(s): 
1 TMK(s): 

1 Ko'olaupoko 
I (1J 4-6-01s:011 

Permit(s)/Approval(s): I Conservation District Use Permit; Historic Preservation Review under HRS 6E-8; various site and 
I building approvals for demolition work 

Proposing/Determining i City and County of Honolulu 
Agency: , Board of Water Supply 

Contact Name, Email, ' Scot Muraoka, PE 
Telephone, Address 630 South Beretania Street 

! Honolulu, Hawai'i 96843 
{808) 748-5940 
haikustairseis@hbws.org 

; Accepting Authority: 
I 

City and County of Honolulu 
, Department of Planning and Permitting 

Contact Name, Email, : Raymond Young, Planner 
Telephone, Address 650 South King Street 

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 
i (808) 768-8049 
I haikustairseis@honolulu.gov 

1 
Consultant: I G70 

' Contact Name, Email, i Kawika McKeague, AICP 
Telephone, Address 925 Bethel Street, 5th Floor, Honolulu, HI 96813 

{808) 523-5866 

Status (select one) 
DEA-AFNSI 

FEA-FONSI 

FEA-EISPN 

.JL Act 172-12 EISPN 
("Direct to EIS") 

DEIS 

FEIS 

haikustairs@g70.design 

Submittal Requirements 
Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination/transmittal letter on agency letterhead, 2) 
this completed OEQC publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the DEA, and 4) a searchable 
PDF of the DEA; a 30-day comment period follows from the date of publication in the Notice. 

Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination/transmittal letter on agency letterhead, 2) 
this completed OEQC publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the FEA, and 4) a searchable 
PDF of the FEA; no comment period follows from publication in the Notice. 

Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination/transmittal letter on agency letterhead, 2) 
this completed OEQC publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the FEA, and 4) a searchable 
PDF of the FEA; a 30-day comment period follows from the date of publication in the Notice. 

Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination letter on agency letterhead and 2) this 
completed OEQC publication form as a Word file; no EA is required and a 30-day comment period 
follows from the date of publication in the Notice. 

Submit 1) a transmittal letter to the OEQC and to the accepting authority, 2) this completed OEQC 
publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the DEIS, 4) a searchable PDF of the DEIS, and 5) a 
searchable PDF of the distribution list; a 45-day comment period follows from the date of publication 
in the Notice. 

Submit 1) a transmittal letter to the OEQC and to the accepting authority, 2) this completed OEQC 
publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the FEIS, 4) a searchable PDF of the FEIS, and 5) a 
searchable PDF of the distribution list; no comment period follows from publication in the Notice. 
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Office of Environmental Quality Control Agency Publication Form 
February 2016 Revision 

__ FEIS Acceptance 
Determination 

FEIS Statutory 
Acceptance 

__ Supplemental EIS 
Determination 

Withdrawal 

Other 

Project Summary 

The accepting authority simultaneously transmits to both the OEQC and the proposing agency a letter 
of its determination of acceptance or nonacceptance (pursuant to Section 11-200-23, HAR) of the 
FEIS; no comment period ensues upon publication in the Notice. 

Timely statutory acceptance of the FEIS under Section 343-S(c), HRS, is not applicable to agency 
actions. 

The accepting authority simultaneously transmits its notice to both the proposing agency and the 
OEQC that it has reviewed (pursuant to Section 11-200-27, HAR) the previously accepted FEIS and 
determines that a supplemental EIS is or is not required; no EA is required and no comment period 
ensues upon publication in the Notice. 

Identify the specific document(s) to withdraw and explain in the project summary section. 

Contact the OEQC if your action is not one of the above items. 

Provide a description of the proposed action and purpose and need in 200 words or less. 

The mission of the Honolulu Board of Water Supply (BWS) is to provide safe, dependable and affordable water now and into the 
future. The BWS is proposing to undertake the removal of Ha'ik0 Stairs as its continued management and operations is not 
consistent with the BWS mission. The Ha'ik0 Stairs are comprised of over 4,000 steps that extend from Ha'ik0 Valley to the ridge 
line of the Ko'olau Range and connects to a trail in Moanalua Valley. The Ha'ik0 Stairs in its current condition is a potential liability 
for BWS because of hikers who ignore posted no trespassing signs and continue to illegally climb Ha'ik0 Stairs. Risk of injury, harm, 
or death is a concern. In 2015, BWS began to assess options to either remove the structure or potentially convey the land to another 
responsible entity to assume ownership. 

This environmental review will formally assess the removal of Ha'ik0 Stairs as the BWS' proposed action and evaluate a range of 
alternatives that include: no action, BWS ownership of land with provision of legal access; and the partial or complete transference 
of the land and stairs to a public or private entity. The environmental review will consider a range of associated range of short-term 
and long-term impacts to the physical and natural environment; archaeological and cultural resources; socioeconomic conditions; 
and compliance with applicable land use plans and policies with viable alternatives. Implementation of the proposed action is 
anticipated to generate only minimal long-term impacts to the natural and human environment beyond the demolition and removal 
period, but possibly not to extend more than a year after implementation. 
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