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Dear Mr. Glenn:

The County of Kaua‘i Department of Public Works hereby transmits this FINAL Environmental
Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact (FEA-FONSI) for the County of Kauai
Emergency Services Helicopter Hangar in the Lihue District of Kaua‘i. We request publication
in the next available edition of the Environmental Notice.

Enclosed is a completed OEQC Publication Form, one hard copy of the FEA-FONSI, and a CD
with these documents in electronic form.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Douglas Haigh at (808) 241-4849.
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LE TABATA
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Office of Environmental Quality Control February 2016 Revision

AGENCY
PUBLICATION FORM

Project Name: | COUNTY OF KAUAI EMERGENCY SERVICES HELICOPTER HANGAR B B
| Project Short Name: [ COK Helicopter Hangar |
| HRS §343-5 Trigger(s): | Use of County funds and State lands . - |

lsland(s): | Kauai - B B |
Judicial District(s): | Lihue S -]

TMK(s): - | 4:3-05-01:08 DOT Lot 004124 - |

Permit(s)/Approval(s):  COK Use, Zoning, and Building permits B

Proposing/Determining ' Kauai Fire Department

Agency: | o o -

Contact Name, Email, | Douglas Haigh, dhaigh@kauai.gov, 808-241-4849, 4444 Rice Street, Lihue, HI 96766
Telephone, Address |

;_Accepting Authority: 1 (fTJr EIS submittals only)' -
Contact Name, Email,

Telephone, Address - Soedie= e - o
. Consultant: None S - o
Contact Name, Email,
_ Telephone, Address - - - S
Status (select one) Submittal Requirements
DEA-AFNSI Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination/transmittal letter on agency letterhead, 2)
this completed OEQC publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the DEA, and 4) a searchable
PDF of the DEA; a 30-day comment period follows from the date of publication in the Notice.
__X__ FEA-FONSI Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination/transmittal letter on agency letterhead, 2)
this completed OEQC publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the FEA, and 4) a searchable
PDF of the FEA; no comment period follows from publication in the Notice.
FEA-EISPN Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination/transmittal letter on agency letterhead, 2)

this completed OEQC publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the FEA, and 4) a searchable
PDF of the FEA; a 30-day comment period follows from the date of publication in the Notice.

Act 172-12 EISPN Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination letter on agency letterhead and 2) this
(“Direct to EIS”) completed OEQC publication form as a Word file; no EA is required and a 30-day comment period
follows from the date of publication in the Notice.

DEIS Submit 1) a transmittal letter to the OEQC and to the accepting authority, 2) this completed OEQC
publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the DEIS, 4) a searchable PDF of the DEIS, and 5) a
searchable PDF of the distribution list; a 45-day comment period follows from the date of publication
in the Notice.

FEIS Submit 1) a transmittal letter to the OEQC and to the accepting authority, 2) this completed OEQC
publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the FEIS, 4) a searchable PDF of the FEIS, and 5) a
searchable PDF of the distribution list; no comment period follows from publication in the Notice.

FEIS Acceptance The accepting authority simultaneously transmits to both the OEQC and the proposing agency a letter
Determination of its determination of acceptance or nonacceptance {pursuant to Section 11-200-23, HAR) of the
FEIS; no comment period ensues upon publication in the Notice.

FEIS Statutory Timely statutory acceptance of the FEIS under Section 343-5(c), HRS, is not applicable to agency
Acceptance actions.

____ Supplemental EIS The accepting authority simultaneously transmits its notice to both the proposing agency and the
Determination OEQC that it has reviewed (pursuant to Section 11-200-27, HAR) the previously accepted FEIS and
determines that a supplemental EIS is or is not required; no EA is required and no comment period
ensues upon publication in the Notice.
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Agency Publication Form

Office of Environmental Quality Control
February 2016 Revision

Withdrawal Identify the specific document(s) to withdraw and explain in the project summary section.

Other Contact the OEQC if your action is not one of the above items.

Project Summary
Provide a description of the proposed action and purpose and need in 200 words or less.

The project is the development of a 4,500 SF helicopter hanger, including office and restroom facilities. The site is located within the
Lihue Airport Complex on a leased lot in the General Aviation Subdivision. County of Kauai’s emergency services helicopter is to be
stored within the hanger. No maintenance or fueling services will occur onsite.
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COUNTY OF KAUAI EMERGENCY SERVICES HELICOPTER HANGAR
County of Kauai, Hawaii

Final Environmental Assessment/
Finding of No Significant Impact

Submitted pursuant to
Hawaii Revised Statutes, Chapter 343

7

9129/17

Date of Approval for County of Kauai, Kauai Fire Department

The following person may be contacted for additional information concerning this document:

Robert Westerman, Fire Chicf
Kauai Fire Department
County of Kauai

4444 Rice Street, Suite 315
Lihue, Kauai 96766-1340
Phone: 241-4980

The County of Kauai, Fire Department, proposes to construct a 4,500 SF helicopter hanger,
including office and restroom facilities. The site is located within the Lihue Airport Complex on
a leased lot in the General Aviation Subdivision. County of Kauai’s emergency services
helicopter is to be stored within the hanger. No maintenance or fueling services will occur
onsite.

Through project siting, design, and proposed mitigation measures, the analysis contained in the
environmental assessment has determined that the project will not have significant adverse
impact. Mitigation measures will be implemented in accordance with applicable regulations
and/or consultation with appropriate agencies.




FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

COUNTY OF KAUAI EMERGENCY SERVICES HELICOPTER HANGAR

KAUAI FIRE DEPARTMENT
LIHUE, KAUAI, HAWAII

Prepared by
County of Kauai

Department of Public Works
2017

Page 1



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter | PrOJECT SUMMAIY....cuiiiiitieitiece ettt sttt te e ae e te e e e aneennas 4
Chapter Il Pre-Assessment Consultation LiSt............cccoieiiiiriieniiie e 5
Chapter 111 General Description of Proposed ACLION...........cccooviiiiriiiiiieie e 6
A Technical Characteristics
B Economic Characteristics
C. Social Characteristics
Chapter IV Affected ENVIFONMENT. ...t 8
A. Property Description
B. Geological Characteristics
1. Topography
2. Climate
3. Soil
C. Flood Hazard
D. Flora and Fauna
E. Infrastructure and Utilities
1. Vehicular access
2. Water
3. Wastewater
4, Power and Communications
F. Public Facilities
1. Schools

2. Parks
3. Police and Fire
4. Hospital and Emergency Services

Chapter V. Summary of Major IMPactS........... cooveieiieie e 11
A. Short-term Impacts
1. Construction
2. Traffic
3. Employment
B Long-term Impacts
1. Traffic
2. Visual
Chapter VI  Alternatives to the Proposed ACLION... ......ccccevviiiieii i 12
A No Action Alternative
B. Alternative Development Options
Chapter VII Determination: Findings & REASONS.. ........ccccvveriiiieiieie e 13
Chapter VI Mitigation IMEASUIES..........ccveiiiiieiie e steeste e se e ste e seeste e e e saeeeesraenee e 16



Chapter IX  Required PEIrMItS........cccoiviiiiieiieie e 17

Chapter X CONSUITATIONS. ......c.ooiiiieieiieree e e 18
(Y (=] =] (0T 26
TADIE OF EXNIDITS ...ttt e et e et e e e e e e e e e e e es 27

Page 3



CHAPTER |

PROJECT SUMMARY

PROJECT NAME:

PROPOSING AGENCY:

APPROVING AGENCY:

PROJECT LOCATION:

TAX MAP KEY:

TOTAL LAND AREA:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

County of Kauai Emergency Services Helicopter Hangar

Kauai Fire Department
4444 Rice Street, Suite 315
Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii 96766

N/A

Lihue Airport, Kauai, Hawaii
4:3-05-01:08 DOT Lot 004124
24,776 SF

The project is the development of a 4,500 SF helicopter
hanger, including office and restroom facilities. The site is
located within the Lihue Airport Complex on a leased lot in
the General Aviation Subdivision. County of Kauai’s
emergency services helicopter is to be stored within the
hanger. No maintenance or fueling services will occur
onsite.

PURPOSE AND NEED OF PROJECT: The Kauai Fire Department needs a permanent,

secure storage facility for the County of Kauai’s emergency
services helicopter.

PURPOSE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: The project will use County

of Kauai funds to build the facility on State of Hawaii lands
and therefor requires an environmental assessment in
accordance with Hawaii Environmental Policy Act,
Chapter 343 Hawaii Revised Statutes.

ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION: It is anticipated that a finding of no significant

impact (FONSI) will be made for this project. The project
is within a General Aviation Subdivision that was covered
by the State of Hawaii Department of Transportation
Airports Division’s Lihue Airport Ahukini Road
Realignment and General Aviation Subdivision Final
Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant
Impact 1997
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CHAPTER II

PRE-ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION LIST

The following organizations have been consulted in order to prepare this Draft
Environmental Assessment. Consultation with community or interest groups was
primarily done during the State of Hawaii Department of Transportation Airports
Division’s Lihue Airport Ahukini Road Realignment and General Aviation Subdivision
Final Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact 1997 and relevant
comments are available in the FEA/FONSI.

AGENCY: DATE:

STATE

Lihue Airport Ahukini Road Realignment and General Aviation

Subdivision Final Environmental Assessment and Finding of No

Significant Impact

Published in the OEQC Environmental Notice April 1997

COUNTY OF KAUAI

Kauai County Council (Capital Improvement Budget) March 2016
Mayor, County of Kauai (Capital Improvement Budget) June 2016
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CHAPTER Il

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION

A

TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The County of Kauai is proposing to develop a helicopter hanger, including office and
restroom facilities on Lot 004124 within the Lihue Airport General Aviation subdivision.
See Figure 1 and Exhibit A. The site has vehicular access from Ahukini Road. The
Lihue Airport will provide utility connections for water, power, communication, and
sewage.

The helicopter hanger will be primarily used for storage of helicopters. Limited quantities
(15 gallon maximum) hazardous materials, such as solvents, paints, oils, and grease will
be stored in portable HAZMAT lockers. Helicopter fueling and maintenance will be
done offsite.

Storage and staging of additional safety apparatus such as a rescue boat, vehicles for
emergency medical services, an airport crash tender, fire engines, fire trucks, quits,
hazmat apparatus, heavy rescue vehicles, light and air units, rehab units, water tenders,
wildland fire engines, and wildland water tenders may also occur on the site.

ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

The estimated project costs are:

Site acquisition $15 per month, 35 year lease
Design and Engineering $120,000
Construction $500,000

SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS

The proposed helicopter hanger will provide a permanent home for the County of Kauai’s
emergency services helicopter. The emergency services helicopter provides unique
support for the life and safety of Kauai residents and visitors.

The development of the helicopter in the Lihue Airports General Aviation Subdivision
will not additionally impact the socio-economic environment discussed in the 1997 Lihue
Airport Ahukini Road Realignment and General Aviation Subdivision Final
Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact.
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CHAPTER IV

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

A. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

The property is located at the Lihue Airport complex within the 61 acre General Aviation
subdivision on Lot 004124 (24,776 SF). Lihue Airport occupies 878 acres about 1.5
miles east of Lihue, on the southeast coast of the island of Kauai. The property is
serviced by Ahukini Road.

B. GEOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS

1. TOPOGRAPHY: The site slopes. There are no hills or valleys. There is no
standing or running water.

2. CLIMATE: Climatic conditions in the area are known to have mean temperatures
ranging from 70.3 degrees Fahrenheit in the winter to 78.4 degrees Fahrenheit in
the summer. The relative humidity levels vary from 63 percent to 88 percent.

The annual average rainfall is about 45 inches.

3. SOILS: The site is comprised of LhB soils, Lihue silty clay, which consists of
well-drained soils upland on the Island of Kauali, silty clay, gravely in places.
The loam is developed in material derived from basic igneous rock. Soil geology
is stable and suitable for the construction of the building types proposed.

C. FLOOD HAZARD
The Federal Emergency Management Agency Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for
Kauai County, Hawaii, Community Panel Number 150002 0327F, November 26, 2010.
The map shows the property in the X zone (unshaded). The property is outside of the
500 year flood plain. See Figure 2.

D. FLORA AND FAUNA
No rare or endangered species of plant species has been identified on the site. There are

no known endangered or threatened species of fauna inhabiting the Lihue Airport project
site.

E. INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES

1. VEHICULAR ACCESS: The site is serviced by Ahukini Road.

2. WATER: The county Department of Water has adequate water supply to
accommaodate the project.
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WASTEWATER: The Wastewater will be piped to the Lihue Sewage Treatment
Plant which has adequate capacity project.

POWER AND COMMUNICATIONS: There are electrical power, telephone and
cable TV available. The existing capacity is adequate to serve the project.

F. PUBLIC FACILITIES

1.

SCHOOLS: About one mile away on Hardy Street is Wilcox Grade School,
serving children in K through 6 grades. Kauai High School is about three miles
away.

PARKS: At the end of Ahukini Road is the Ahukini Recreation Pier State Park.
Undeveloped County of Kauai park land is east of the Lihue Airport runways.

FIRE: Services will be from Lihue. The fire station is on Rice Street, about one
mile away.

HOSPITAL AND EMERGENCY SERVICES: The nearest hospital and
emergency service room is Wilcox Hospital in Lihue, is about one and one half
miles from the site. The hospital is directly accessed from Kuhio Highway.
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CHAPTER YV

SUMMARY OF MAJOR IMPACTS

A

B.

SHORT-TERM IMPACTS

1.

CONSTRUCTION: On-site grading and infrastructure improvements will result
in an increase of dust and noise, but limited impact on water quality. The
prevailing tradewind patterns carry airborne matter over Ahukini Road. The
normal patterns will not impact the airport terminal. The increase in noise will be
mitigated by the fact that the property is relatively isolated, with no houses
nearby. Best management practices will be used during earthwork operations to
assure minimum erosion and/or storm water runoff.

TRAFFIC: Required improvements will have minimum impact on Ahukini Road
traffic.

EMPLOYMENT: The construction will have a positive impact on the Island
economy.

LONG-TERM IMPACTS

TRAFFIC: The project will have minimum impact to Ahukini Road.
VISUAL: This project will have minimum visual impact to the Lihue General

Aviation Subdivision. The design and colors of the building will be consistent
with the Airport’s policies.
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CHAPTER VI

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

A NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE:

The No Action alternative involves not building the County of Kauai’s emergency
services helicopter hanger on the site.

B. ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT OPTION:
Alternatives to the proposed development plan could include the following:
1. Other uses. Some of the adjacent uses that could be considered include housing,
light industrial and functions related to the airport or to the post office distribution
facility. Future airport expansion plans are underway, with the facility growing to

the north on the makai side of Kapule Highway. There is no need in the near
future to expand the post office distribution facility.
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CHAPTER VII

DETERMINATION, FINDINGS & REASONS FOR SUPPORTING DETERMINATION

A. CHAPTER 343 HRS DETERMINATION

Based on the information and analysis in the Environmental Assessment, the County of
Kauai, Fire Department, has determined that the project will not result in a significant
impact on the environment. As such, it is issuing a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) pursuant to the State of Hawaii HRS Chapter 343. An Environmental Impact
Statement is not required.

B. SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA

According the Department of Health Rules (11-200-12), an applicant or agency must
determine whether an action may have a significant impact on the environment, including
all phases of the project, its expected consequences both primary and secondary, its
cumulative impact with other projects, and its short and long-term effects. In making the
determination, the Rules establish "Significance Criteria” to be used as a basis for
identifying whether significant environmental impact will occur. According to the Rules,
an action shall be determined to have a significant impact on the environment if it meets
any one of the following criteria:

1. Involves an irrevocable commitment to loss or destruction of any natural or
cultural resources;

The proposed project will not cause any irrevocable loss of natural or
cultural resources. The site has been extensively modified from light
industrial use and sugar cane cultivation, and therefore it is unlikely that
any historical or cultural significant sites remains undisturbed. View
planes are not impacted and there will be no blockage of mauka or ocean
views from the surrounding areas.

As previously noted, no significant archaeological or historical sites are
known to exist on the site. Should any archaeologically significant
artifacts, bones, or other indicators of previous on-site activity be
uncovered during the constructions phase, their treatment will be
conducted in strict compliance with the requirements of the Department of
Land and Natural Resources.

2. Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment;
Although the subject property had been used for the cultivation of sugar
cane in the past, that use is no longer viable. The site is within the Lihue

Airport General Aviation Subdivision, and is well suited for a helicopter
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hanger.

Conflicts with the State's long-term environmental policies and guidelines as
expressed in Chapter 344, HRS; and any revisions thereof and amendments
thereto, court decisions, or executive orders;

The proposed development is consistent with the Environmental Policies
established in chapter 344, HRS, and the National Environmental Policy
Act.

Substantially affects the economic or social welfare of the community or state;

The proposed project will provide a significant and positive impact on the
Kauai community by providing a permanent site for the County of Kauai’s
emergency services helicopter. The proposed project will not negatively
or significantly alter existing residential areas, nor will it encourage
unplanned population growth.

Substantially affects public health;

During the construction period there will be minor impacts to air quality
and noise levels. After completion of the construction work, these will be
insignificant or not detectable. The positive aspects of the proposed
project in the areas of economic and social benefits of the community are
greater than the "no action" alternative.

Involves substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects on
public facilities.

Impacts on public facilities will not be a factor. It is unlikely that the
project will have any impact on population.

Involves a substantial degradation of environmental quality;
The new facility will be designed to be in compliance will all current
county, state and federal regulations and will not involve a substantial

degradation of environmental quality.

Is individually limited but cumulatively has considerable effect on the
environment, or involves a commitment for larger action;

The helicopter hanger is being planned to be adequate for at least the next
twenty years of service and we do not anticipate any increased impact to
the environment.

Substantially affects a rare, threatened or endangered species or it habitat;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

No endangered plant or animal species are located on or around the
project site.

Detrimentally affects air or water quality or ambient noise levels;

No air quality issues have surfaced concerning helicopter operations. We
do not anticipate any change in that situation, as no expansion of the
facility is planned. There will be no heavy maintenance or fueling of the
vehicles on-site. Use of the helicopter within the General Aviation
Subdivision will not detrimentally affect ambient noise levels.

Affects or is likely to suffer damage by being located in an environmentally
sensitive area, such as a flood plain, tsunami zone, beach, erosion-prone areas,
geologically hazardous land, estuary, freshwater, or coastal areas;

The proposed project site is not located in or near any environmentally
sensitive or geologically hazardous area.

Substantially affects scenic vistas and view planes identified in county or state
plans or studies;

The property is essentially flat, surrounded by more flat land. On Kauai
there are no tall buildings, so view planes to the mountains are
unobstructed.

Requires substantial energy consumption.
The size and scope of the project will not have a measurable impact on

energy supplies. In fact, the new facility will be more energy efficient
than current facilities, thereby reducing our dependence on fossil fuels.
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CHAPTER VIII

MITIGATION MEASURES

In the short term, during construction, measures will be taken to minimize impacts such
as increased traffic, noise and dust. Measures will include specific construction hours to
minimize noise, plans to reduce the impacts of the construction traffic, and dust screens
and periodic site watering to reduce dust particles in the air. All construction and related
activities will comply with applicable federal, state and county regulations.

The Kauai economy will be favorably impacted during construction. The dollars spent
for local labor will have a very positive impact on the economy on Kauai.

The most important long-term impact will be providing a permanent home for the County
of Kauai’s emergency services helicopter.
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Chapter IX

Require Permits

The following permits will be required to complete the proposed project:

1. Use Permit
2. Zoning Permit

3. Building Permit
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Chapter X

Consultations

The Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) was received by the State Office of Environmental
Quality Control (OEQC) for processing on July 12, 2017. The OEQC notified the public that the
DEA was available for review in its bimonthly bulletin, The OEQC Environmental Notice on

July 23, 2017. Official announcement by the OEQC initiated a 30-day review and comment
period.

The following correspondence was received during the DEA comment period:
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httpshesith hawak gowepoeds i comples varous maps and viawars from our environmental hessth programs,

EPD alsa encourages you o examing and ulliza the Hawail Ervronmental Hesth Portal at
htips:teha-choud, doh, hawailooy. This sile providies links %o our &-Permitting Ponal, Environmental Heslth
Warahousa, Groundwaler Cortaminaton Viewer, Hawai Emargancy Raspensa Exchangs, Hawaii Stabe and Lacal
Emizsion Imventany Systern, Water Palictian Cantrol Viewer, Watar Quality Data, Wamings, Sdvsosies and Pasings.

Ay wasta geraraied by the project (thal is not a hazardius wasie a5 defined In glete hezerdous waste lews and
reguisfions), naeds fo bo disposed al af a solid waste managemant iaciity that complies with the applicatia
provisians (HAR, Chapter 11-58.1 “Sclid Wasta Managemant Control”). The opan buming al ary o hese wasles, on
or off sl 5 strictly prohbBad. You may wish you review the Minimizing Cansinction & Damoliian Wasta
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I, Dougles Haigh
Paga 2
hizqust T, 2017

Managoment Guide al; hiip:heakh.hewsil gowshwhliles201 685 onsidem 1§, pd! Additional information is
accessible at: hitpoheakh.hawaiigowshwh. Forspecfic guastions call |BO8| SBE-4256.

Yo may aks wish 1o neiow the draft Ollics of Erwdronmental Ciusality Contral (DEGC) viewer st

bt eha-web doh S eweli gowoegc-viswer, This wiewer geographically shows whera same previous Haswiai
Erwirnnmanial Poficy Act (HEPA) [Hawai Revised Statulas, Chaptar 343] documants have bedn prapared

To baties praiect pubdic health and the ermironmrent, tha LS, Enviranmental Protection Agancy [EPA) has developed
a new envranmenial justica (EJ) mapping and scresning ool caled EJSCAEEM. || is based an patianally congisiant
dala and combines emironmantal and demaographic indicaloes in maps and mpats. EPD encourages vau
enlang, unch and ufiize ihs powerul fool in planning your preject. The EPA EJSCREEN too is available &t
Fytipswnees . BOE . D0 S [ECFBENL

Wa request thal you wlilize all of this infeemation on yeur proposed project fa increase sustaineble, innovativa,
inapiratianal, trensparent and haalihy design. Thank wouw far the cpporunily b commeant,

Mahaa nil kaa,
e —

Laura Lesaloha Phillps Meinbma, AIGP
Program Menager, Emvirnnmantal Flarming Offica

L&:nm

Aitachment 1; Environmenial Hesth Management Wab App Snipit al Project Areg: Iitpoealih hawsid. povispaiedis
Attachment & Clean Water Branch; Weter Cusity Standards Map - Kauai

Attachmenml 3 OEQC wiewar {of some pas| EA's, EIS's in araa)

Attachmeni 4. L2 EPA EJSCREEN Repor lor Praject Ares

£ DOH: DHO Keuai, HEER jvia amal onfy)

Page 20



Miachement 1: Enviroemerdal Health Managemant Wab Apg Snipit of Praject
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Attachment 20 Clean Watsr Branch: Water Cunbty Standards Map - Kaal
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Attachmend 4: U.5. EPA EJSCAEEN Repor far Project Area
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SEPA == EISCREEN Report [Version 2016) ﬂ
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