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I hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Mayor Wright Homes 
Redevelopment, as satisfactory fulfillment of the requirements of Chapter 343, Hawai'i Revised 
Statutes. The economic, social, cultural, and environmental impacts that will likely occur, should 
this project be implemented, are adequately described in the statement. The analysis, together 
with the comments made by reviewers, provide useful information to policy makers and the 
public. 

My acceptance of the statement is an affirmation of the adequacy of that statement under the 
applicable laws. I find that the mitigation measures proposed in the environmental impact 
statement will minimize the negative impacts of the project. Further, I find the discussion of 
unresolved issues and potential fa- subsequent environmental review to be sufficient. 

In implementing this project, I direct the Hawai'i Public Housing Authority and its agent to 
perform these or comparable mitigation measures at the discretion of the relevant agencies. 
The mitigation measures identified in the environmental impact statement are summarized in 
the attached document. 

With warmest regards, 

David Y. lge 
Governor, State of Hawai'i 
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c: Office of Environmental Quality Control 
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AGENCY 
PUBLICATION FORM 

 
Project Name: Mayor Wright Homes (MWH) Redevelopment 
Project Short Name: Mayor Wright Homes Redevelopment 
HRS §343-5 Trigger(s): Use of State and/or County lands and funds. It will also include improvements and/or connections to, 

and/or easements across, State or County facilities and lands in relation to infrastructure 
improvements for public facilities, roadways, water, sewer, utility, drainage or other facilities. While 
the specific nature of each improvement is not known at this time, the EIS is intended to address all 
current and future instances involving the use of State and/or County lands and funds relating to the 
MWH Redevelopment. 

Island(s): O‘ahu 
Judicial District(s): Honolulu 
TMK(s):  1-7-029:003 
Permit(s)/Approval(s): Chapter 201H, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) 

Grubbing, Grading, and Stockpiling Permit;  
Building Permit for Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Water, Sidewalk/Driveway and Demolition work;  
Sewer Connection Permit;  
Subdivision; 
Street Usage Permit; 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit; 
Noise Permit; 
Permit to Perform Work within a State Highway Right-of-Way;  
State Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Development Plan Approval; 
Historic Site Review; 
Section 106 Review; 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Compliance; 
Mixed Finance Application: Evidentiary Submission(s); 
Demolition and Disposition Application; 
Subsidy Layering Review 

Proposing/Determining 
Agency: 

Hawai‘i Public Housing Authority (HPHA) 

Contact Name, Email, 
Telephone, Address 

Mr. Hakim Ouansafi, Executive Director 
Hakim.Ouansafi@hawaii.gov 
Telephone: (808) 832-4682 
Fax: (808) 832-4679 
Hawai‘i Public Housing Authority (HPHA) 
1002 N. School Street 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

Accepting Authority: Governor, State of Hawai‘i 
Contact Name, Email, 

Telephone, Address 
The Honorable David Y. Ige 
http://governor.hawaii.gov/contact-us/contact-the-governor/ 
Telephone: (808) 586-0034 
Fax: (808) 586-0006 
Governor, State of Hawai‘i 
Executive Chambers, State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

Consultant: PBR HAWAII & ASSOCIATES, Inc. 
Contact Name, Email, 

Telephone, Address 
Ms. Kimi Yuen, Principal 
kyuen@pbrhawaii.com 
Telephone: (808) 521-5631 
Fax: (808) 523-1402 
PBR HAWAII & Associates, Inc. 
1001 Bishop Street, Suite 650 

mailto:Hakim.Ouansafi@hawaii.gov
http://governor.hawaii.gov/contact-us/contact-the-governor/
mailto:kyuen@pbrhawaii.com
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Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

Status (select one) Submittal Requirements 
____ DEA-AFNSI Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination/transmittal letter on agency letterhead, 2) 

this completed OEQC publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the DEA, and 4) a searchable 
PDF of the DEA; a 30-day comment period follows from the date of publication in the Notice. 

____ FEA-FONSI Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination/transmittal letter on agency letterhead, 2) 
this completed OEQC publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the FEA, and 4) a searchable 
PDF of the FEA; no comment period follows from publication in the Notice. 

____ FEA-EISPN Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination/transmittal letter on agency letterhead, 2) 
this completed OEQC publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the FEA, and 4) a searchable 
PDF of the FEA; a 30-day comment period follows from the date of publication in the Notice. 

____ Act 172-12 EISPN 
(“Direct to EIS”) 

Submit 1) the proposing agency notice of determination letter on agency letterhead and 2) this 
completed OEQC publication form as a Word file; no EA is required and a 30-day comment period 
follows from the date of publication in the Notice. 

____ DEIS Submit 1) a transmittal letter to the OEQC and to the accepting authority, 2) this completed OEQC 
publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the DEIS, 4) a searchable PDF of the DEIS, and 5) a 
searchable PDF of the distribution list; a 45-day comment period follows from the date of publication 
in the Notice. 

____ FEIS Submit 1) a transmittal letter to the OEQC and to the accepting authority, 2) this completed OEQC 
publication form as a Word file, 3) a hard copy of the FEIS, 4) a searchable PDF of the FEIS, and 5) a 
searchable PDF of the distribution list; no comment period follows from publication in the Notice. 

    X    FEIS Acceptance 
Determination 

The accepting authority simultaneously transmits to both the OEQC and the proposing agency a letter 
of its determination of acceptance or nonacceptance (pursuant to Section 11-200-23, HAR) of the 
FEIS; no comment period ensues upon publication in the Notice. 

          FEIS Statutory 
Acceptance 

Timely statutory acceptance of the FEIS under Section 343-5(c), HRS, is not applicable to agency 
actions. 

____ Supplemental EIS 
Determination 

The accepting authority simultaneously transmits its notice to both the proposing agency and the 
OEQC that it has reviewed (pursuant to Section 11-200-27, HAR) the previously accepted FEIS and 
determines that a supplemental EIS is or is not required; no EA is required and no comment period 
ensues upon publication in the Notice. 

 

____ Withdrawal Identify the specific document(s) to withdraw and explain in the project summary section. 

____ Other Contact the OEQC if your action is not one of the above items. 

 
Project Summary 
Provide a description of the proposed action and purpose and need in 200 words or less. 
 
The Mayor Wright Homes Redevelopment Project will convert the existing Mayor Wright Homes into a new mixed-income, mixed-
use transit-oriented development (TOD) that will be an integral part of the Kalihi-Pālama neighborhood. The project includes 2,448 
residential rental units; two-thirds are targeted for affordable units including at minimum a one-for-one replacement of the existing 
364 public housing units. Up to 80,000 square feet of commercial space is also proposed and may include a mix of retail, office 
space, and community services to support the new residential uses and complement the surrounding neighborhood. Open spaces 
are envisioned throughout including a new community center, parks, community gardens, and recreational decks. New internal 
streets will be designed as complete streets to support safe pedestrian and bicycle circulation and will also include traffic calming 
measures to slow vehicle traffic through the site. Convenient pedestrian and bicycle access will also be provided to the surrounding 
transit facilities. The Hawai‘i Public Housing Authority is partnering with MWH Partners, LLC under a master development agreement 
to redevelop the property with the goals of improving housing conditions for the existing residents as well as increasing the amount 
of affordable housing provided in this critical TOD neighborhood.  
 



Mitigation Measures 
Mayor Wright Homes Redevelopment 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 
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For areas of concern, the following summarizes mitigation measures recommended or pla~m@'to mfimize ~ ') 
or mitigate potential adverse impacts. Although the proposed project is estimated at 2,44( ~~ s, th"-> ::n 
technical studies rounded up to the nearest order of magnitude of 2,500 units to conservativ~ly provYcle ,... 

analyses of maximum impact. =": .~ ~ .;, 

Climate -The MWH Redevelopment is not expected to have a significant effect on general re~ ional ~atic J 
conditions. However, micro-climatic effects at the property and surrounding vicinity, such as temperature 

and wind changes may occur. Regarding temperature, any heat island effects that may arise with the 

intensification of development onsite will be mitigated with proposed landscaping and the use of lighter 

colors on new pavement and buildings, which reflect rather than absorb heat. Other design considerations 

include new street trees, rooftop gardens, and landscaped recreational decks. As detailed designs for the 

buildings are developed, wind and shadow studies will be performed on the proposed designs to determine if 

there are any impacts to surrounding properties particularly along Pua Lane or internally at outdoor 

recreational spaces. Adjustments to the structures early in the design phase will be done to mitigate any 

potential wind and/or shadow impacts. The full discussion regarding climate is provided in Section 3.1. 

Geology and Topography- The site has been extensively modified over the last century and a half by 

improvements related to human inhabitation and agricultural activities and the most recent construction of 

the existing facilities in the 1950s. The proposed redevelopment will occur over the existing developed areas 

and will involve substantial grading and land disturbance, particularly if any subsurface parking is 

constructed. The development will maintain the existing grades at the property boundaries and Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) will be employed during construction to minimize impact to the neighboring 

properties. All grading operations will be conducted in full compliance with dust and erosion control 

requirements of the City and County of Honolulu Grading Ordinance including controlling dirt and debris on 

area roadways. However, there will be temporary dust and noise impacts to the residents who remain onsite 

and surrounding properties during construction. All construction activities will comply with all federal, State, 

and City requirements for grading and noise and fugitive dust control. Once construction is completed, no 

further impacts to the geology or topography of the site is anticipated. Section 3.2 of the Final EIS contains 

the full discussion on geology and topography. 

Soils -The MWH Redevelopment will not reduce the inventory of agriculturally significant land as it has been 

urbanized for over a century. During the construction phases of the project, dust generation is anticipated 

and there is a potential for water-borne soil erosion. Construction activities will follow strict erosion control 

measures specified by applicable State and City regulations. Prior to issuance of a grading permit by the City 

and County of Honolulu, an erosion control plan and best management practices will be submitted describing 

the implementation of appropriate erosion control measures. In addition, a watering program will be 

implemented to minimize soil loss through fugitive dust emissions during construction. After construction, 

establishment of permanent landscaping will serve as long-term erosion control for unpaved areas with 

rainwater catchment proposed for storm water control. A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) permit for Storm Water Associated with Construction Activity will be necessary since the entire site 

will be developed and it is roughly 14.8 acres in size and each development phase is anticipated to exceed an 

acre. 




















































