October 2015

NON-CHAPTER 343 DOCUMENT
PUBLICATION FORM
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL

Project Name: Lihue Aerated Solids Contact Tank Improvement
Applicable Law: 36 CFR Part 800

Type of Document: National Historic Preservation Act Section 106
Island: Kauai

District: Kalapaki Ahupua‘a, Puna District

TMK: (4) 3-5-001:030

Permits Required: N/A

Applicant or Proposing Agency:

(Address, Contact Person, Telephone, E-mail)

State of Hawaii, Department of Health, Environmental Management Division, Wastewater Branch
2827 Waimano Home Road, Rm. 207

Pearl City, HI 96782
Contact and Phone: Domciely Oda, (808) 586-4294, Domciely.Oda@doh.hawaii.gov

Approving Agency or Accepting Authority:

(Address, Contact Person, Telephone, E-mail)

State of Hawaii, Department of Health, Environmental Management Division, Wastewater Branch
2827 Waimano Home Road, Rm. 207

Pearl City, HI 96782

Contact and Phone: Domciely Oda, (808) 586-4294, Domciely.Oda@doh.hawaii.gov

Consultant:

(Address, Contact Person, Telephone, E-mail)

Brown and Caldwell

737 Bishop Street, Suite 3000

Honolulu, HI 96813

Contact and Phone: Joshua Schwartzlow, (808) 203-2672, jschwartzlow@brwncald.com

Status: Comments due no later than November 7, 2024 to:
Attn: Domciely Oda
Department of Health, Wastewater Branch
2827 Waimano Home Road, Rm. 207
Pearl City, HI 96782
Email: wwb@doh.hawaii.gov

Project Summary:

(Summarize proposed action and purpose/need in less than 200 words in the space below):

The Department of Health (DOH) initiated Section 106 of the NHPA consultation with the State Historic
Preservation Division (SHPD) in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800. In 1990, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) designated the DOH to act on EPA’s behalf, pursuant to 36 CFR §800.2 (c) (4),
when initiating Section 106 of the NHPA process in connection with projects funded under the Hawai‘i Clean
Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF). The DOH is providing funding under the CWSRF to the County of
Kauai for the Lihue Aerated Solids Contact Tank Improvement. The proposed project will utilize federal
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funding and is considered an undertaking, as defined by Section 106 of the NHPA, 54 U.S.C. §306101 et
seq., and 36 CFR Part 800.

The undertaking consists of upgrading the aerated solids contact tank at the Lthu‘e Wastewater Treatment
Plant (WWTP) to improve service reliability within the LThu‘e area. The modifications to the aerated solids
contact tank include replacing the existing diffusers, air piping, and effluent baffles with new equipment. The
improvements also include the installation of new instrumentation and control valves. All equipment will be
replaced or installed in a similar footprint to the existing equipment. All construction activities will be within the
Lthu‘e WWTP parcel (TMK (4) 3-5-001:030).

The DOH has engaged SHPD to determine the presence of potential sites of historic importance within the
vicinity of the project area as well as the potential impact of the project on such sites, if present.
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Alan S. Downer, PhD, Administrator

State of Hawai‘i, Department of Land and Natural Resources
State Historic Preservation Division

601 Kamokila Boulevard, Rm. 555

Kapolei, HI 96707

Submitted via: SHPD HICRIS

Dear Dr. Downer:

Subject: National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
Request to Initiate Section 106 Consultation
Lihue Aerated Solids Contact Tank Improvement
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) Project No. C150059-31
Kalapaki Ahupua‘a, Puna District, Island of Kaua'i, Hawai'i
TMK: (4) 3-5-001:030
State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) Project No. 2024PR00799

On behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the State of Hawai‘i Department of
Health (DOH) requests to initiate Section 106 consultation with the State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO) for the proposed Lihue Aerated Solids Contact Tank Improvement project
located in Kalapaki Ahupua‘a, Puna District, Island of Kaua‘i, Hawai'i.

The proposed project may be eligible to utilize federal funding that is administered by the DOH
through CWSRF and will be considered a federal action and undertaking, as defined by Section
106 of the NHPA of 1966 (as amended 2014), Title 54 of the United States Code (54 USC)
Section 306108, and Title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR) Part 800.

The EPA has authorized the DOH to act on behalf of the EPA regarding NHPA Section 106
notification and consultation. This letter is to request to initiate the Section 106 consultation
process with the SHPO and State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) in accordance with
36 CFR, Section 800.3.

The DOH may provide funding under the CWSREF to the County of Kaua'i (COK), Department of
Public Works for the Lihue Aerated Solids Contact Tank Improvement project.

Overview of Undertaking

The project would upgrade the aerated solids contact tank at the Lthu‘e Wastewater Treatment
Plant (WWTP) to improve service reliability within the LThu‘e area. The modifications to the
aerated solids contact tank include replacing the existing diffusers, air piping, and effluent
baffles with new equipment. The improvements also include the installation of new
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instrumentation and control valves. All equipment will be replaced or installed in a similar
footprint to the existing equipment. All construction activities will be within the Lthu'e WWTP
parcel (TMK (4) 3-5-001:030). See Attachment A for the draft drawings of the proposed work.

Area of Potential Effect (APE)

The proposed APE is approximately 0.43-acre portion of the 5-acre Lthu‘e WWTP parcel

(TMK (4) 3-5-001:030) and includes all construction access and staging areas. Construction
activities will involve trench excavation, air piping installation, duct bank installation, backfilling,
and returning the surface to the original grade. The excavation for the pipe will be approximately
4-feet deep, 3-feet wide, and 48-linear feet long. The excavation of the duct bank will be
approximately 4-feet deep, 2-feet wide, and 108-linear feet long.

See Attachment B and C for the APE Map and site photos.
Cultural, Historical, and Archaeological Background

The project area is in the Lihu‘e neighborhood of Kaua'i in the moku (traditional Hawaiian
District) of Puna, and the ahupua’a (traditional land division) of Kalapaki. The ahupua’a of
KalapakT is a very old land division that was permanently inhabited and intensively used in
Pre-Contact Hawai'i. The coastal zones were the locus for permanent habitation and numerous
trails. There were fishponds at KalapakT, and intensive agriculture within the valley floodplain of
Nawiliwili River. The dryland areas contained native forest and were cultivated with crops of
wauke, sweet potatoes, and gourds. Many features of the landscape are described in legends
and historic documents. With the emergence of the sugar industry in the 1800s, Lthu‘e became
the central city of the island with the construction of sugar plantations and a large sugar mill.

Topography in the project area is slightly sloped with elevations ranging from 125 to 130 feet
above mean sea level. The project area is approximately 0.6 miles inland from the coastline.
The soils within the APE consist of Lthu‘e silty clay, 0-8% slope, Lthu‘e silty clay, 25-40% slope,
eroded, and Lihu‘e gravelly silty clay, 0-8% slope. Based on as-built research, the treatment
plant has been subjected to major development with various projects in 1981, 1997, 2002, and
2019.

Previous Archaeological Research

Eight studies have taken place in the vicinity of the proposed undertaking. In 1980, personnel of
Archaeological Research Center Hawaii, Inc. completed preliminary archaeological monitoring
of two parcels in Ninini Point area, Kalapaki, Puna. Both parcels were examined for
archaeological remains and/or historic remains, but none were found.

An archaeological survey was completed in a portion of coastal land in Kalapaki (Stride and
Hammatt, 1988). No archaeological sites were identified.

McMahon (2005) conducted a Historic Preservation Review for the Kauai Development LLC/KD
Golf Ownership LLC, for the following TMKs: (4) 3-5-01:27, (4) 3-5-01:165, (4) 3-5-01:168,
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(4) 3-5-01:169, (4) 3-5-01:170, (4) 3-5-01:171, (4) 3-5-01:172, and (4) 3-5-01:173. There were
no historic properties present because intensive cultivation has altered the land and an
archaeological assessment found no historic properties.

Altizer and Hammatt (2014) completed an archaeological inventory survey report for the
Nawiliwili-Ahukini Bike Path Project. The report found a total of 15 historic properties within the
project area, including two habitation terraces, an activity area, and a possible burial mound.
The historic properties identified as part of this survey are located along the coastline of Ninini
and Ahukini Point, which is over 1,000 feet from the Lthu‘e WWTP property.

An archaeological inventory survey was conducted for Island Helicopters Kaua'i, Inc. for a
proposed administration and customer service building. Previous records have indicated a
survey was conducted for the LThu‘e airport improvements in 2006 (Barnes et al 2006), which
shows the project area has been developed and paved for airport use. Based on the previous
land disturbance and lack of historic properties in the surrounding area, there are no historic
properties in the area (Naone, 2015).

Summary of Historic Properties in the Vicinity of the APE

To the COK’s knowledge, there is one historic property located within the APE. According to
as-built research the Aerated Solids Contact Tank was constructed and put into service in 1966.
Based on the definition of a historic property in HRS 6E-2, the Aerated Solid Contact Tank
qualifies as a historic property.

The Aerated Solids Contact Tank is not registered on the Hawai'i Register of Historic Places,
nor in the National Registers of Historic Places. It does not appear that the Aerated Solids
Contact Tank is a significant historic property.

The COK conducted archival research of the Environmental Review Program database of
environmental assessments (EAs) and the environmental impact statements (EISs) to identify
historic properties within or adjacent to the project area. The COK reviewed EAs and EISs
which included documents pertaining to the Lthu‘e Airport (State of Hawaii, Department of
Transportation, Airport Division, 2018), Nawiliwili-Ahukini Bike Path (State of Hawaii,
Department of Transportation, Highways Division, 2017), Nawiliwili Harbor (State of Hawaii,
Department of Transportation, Harbor Division, 2017), and Lthu‘’e WWTP (County of Kauai,
Department of Public Works, Division of Wastewater Management, 2007). The COK determined
that although there were some significant historic properties identified within the adjacent
parcels none of them are located near the Lthu‘'e WWTP and will not be impacted by the project.

The COK also asserts that the ground surface within Lthu‘e WWTP is no longer original.
Significant construction activities were completed at this facility in 1981, 1997, 2002, and 2019
which has subjected the property to major development. The ground has been previously
disturbed to the extent that no subsurface archaeological sites are likely to exist. The extent of
previous surface and subsurface disturbances suggests that no intact buried archaeological
material is likely to be encountered during ground disturbances associated with this project.
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Consultations

Section 106 consultation letters have also been sent to Native Hawaiian organizations,
consulting parties, and/or interested persons that might attach significance to this area and have
invited them to patrticipate in the process. The mailing list is provided in Aftachment D.

We welcome any comments that you may have on this project’s proposed improvements.

We are particularly interested in any information you may have on the historic and cultural sites
that have been recorded in the area. In addition, if you are acquainted with any persons or
organizations that are knowledgeable about the proposed project area or any descendants with
ancestral, lineal, or cultural ties to, cultural knowledge or concerns for, and/or cultural or
religious attachment to the proposed project area, then we would appreciate receiving their
names and contact information.

We would appreciate a written response within thirty (30) calendar days from receipt of this
letter. Please address any written comments to email: Domciely.Oda@doh.hawaii.gov or the
following address:

Attn: Domciely Oda

Department of Health, Wastewater Branch
2827 Waimano Home Road, Room 207
Pearl City, HI 96782

Should you have any questions, please contact Domciely Oda at (808) 586-4294.

Sincerely,

J
JONATHAN NAGATO, P.E., CHIEF
Wastewater Branch

Attachments

DO/CH:jn

c: Donald Fujimoto (via email dfufimoto@kauai.gov)
Troy Tanigawa (via email TTanigawa@kauai.gov)
Donn Kakuda (via email dkakuda@kauai.gov)
Chane Hayashida (via email chane.hayashida@doh.hawaii.gov)
Domciely Oda (via email domciely.oda@doh.hawaii.gov)
Stephanie Chin (via email skchin@BrwnCald.com)
Joshua Schwartzlow (via email JSchwartzlow@BrwnCald.com)
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Attachment C




Lihue Aerated Solids Contact Tank Improvement

Figure 2: View of the Project Area from the South



Lihue Aerated Solids Contact Tank Improvement

Figure 4: View of the Project Area from the Southeast



Lihue Aerated Solids Contact Tank Improvement

\

Figure 6: View of the Project Area from the East



Lihue Aerated Solids Contact Tank Improvement

Figure 7: View of the Project Area from the North



Attachment D




Native Hawaiian Organization / Interested Parties Consultation List

Anela Jackson

Aha Malama, Corp.

91-200 Leimao Place

Kapolei, HI 96707

(808) 694-9232

Email: ahamalama.anela@gmail.com

Walter Ritte

Aina Momona

P.O. Box 1687
Kaunakakai, HI 96748
(808) 213-1107

Email: walter@ritte.org

Dre Kalili

Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs
P.O. Box 1135

Honolulu, HI 96807

Email: ahcc.nuhou@gmail.com

Kainoa MacDonald

Association of Hawaiians for Homestead Lands
1481 South King Street, Unit 448

Honolulu, HI 96814

(808) 419-8646

Email: info@hawaiianhomesteads.org

Samson L. Brown

Au Puni O Hawaii

21 Pohai Street

Hilo, HI 96720

(808) 315-2141

Email: apohi21@gmail.com

Paula Akana

Friends of ‘lolani Palace

P.O. Box 2259

Honolulu, HI 96817

(808) 522-0822

Email: info@iolanipalace.org




7.

10.

11

12.

Kiersten Faulkner

Historic Hawaii Foundation

680 Iwilei Road, Suite 690

Honolulu, HI 96817

(808) 523-2900

Email: preservation@historichawaii.org

Tonga Hopoi
Kamehameha Schools
567 South King Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

(808) 523-6368

Email: mihopoi@ksbe.edu

Na’unanikinau Kamali’i

Kawaileo Law A Limited Liability Law Company
212 Merchant Street, Suite 330

Honolulu, HI 96813

(808) 521-0005

Email: contact@kawaileolaw.com

Mahealani Cypher

Ko’olau Foundation

P.O. Box 4749

Kaneohe, HI 96744

(808) 226-4195

Email: malamapono744@aol.com

. La’akea Suganuma

The Mary Kawena Puku’i Cultural Preservation Society
835 Ahuwale Street

Honolulu, HI 96821

(808) 377-5611

Email: marykawenapukui@gmail.com

Mililani Trask

Na Koa lkaika Ka Lahui Hawaii

P.O. Box 6377

Hilo, HI 96720

(808) 961-4811

Email: mililani.trask@icllchawaii.com




13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Donna Kaliko Santos

Na Kuleana o Kanaka Oiwi
P.O. Box 1541

Lihue, HI 96766

(808) 346-0841

Email: kalikoO8@outlook.com

Elena Farden

Native Hawaiian Education Council (NHEC)

735 Bishop Street, Suite 224
Honolulu, HI 96813

(808) 523-6432

Email: nhec@nhec.org

Colin Kippen

Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA)
560 N. Nimitz Hwy, Suite 200
Honolulu, HI 96813

(808) 594-1835

Email: colink@oha.org

Dennis W. Ragsdale

Order of Kamehameha |

1777 Ala Moana Blvd, #142-102
Honolulu, HI 96815-1603

(808) 235-2425

Email: order@kamehameha-1.org

Sheri-Ann Daniels

Papa Ola Lokahi

894 Queen Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

(808) 597-6550

Email: sdaniels@papaolalokahi.org

Shawn Kanaiaupuni

Partners in Development Foundation
2040 Bachelot Street

Honolulu, HI 96817

(808) 595-2752

Email: pid@pidfoundation.org




19.

20.

21.

22.

Roslyn Cumming

E Ola Kakou Hawaii

P.O. Box 315

Kalaheo, HI 96741

(808) 652-9918

Email: mana.eolakakouhawaii@gmail.com

Kauai Historical Society

P.O.Box 1778

Lihue, HI 96766

(808) 245-3373

Email: info@kauaihistoricalsociety.org

Kauai Museum

4428 Rice Street

Lihue, HI 96766

(808) 245-6931

Email: collections@kauaimuseum.org

Grove Farm Homestead Museum (Waioli Corporation)
P.O. Box 1631

Lihue, HI 96766

(808) 245-3202

Email: curator@grovefarm.org




