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October 1, 2025 
 
 
 
Ms. Mary Alice Evans, Director 
Environmental Review Program 
Office of Planning and Sustainable Development 
State of Hawaiʻi Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism 
235 S. Beretania Street, Room 702 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

Dear Ms. Evans: 

Subject: DETERMINATION OF NO ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW NEEDED TO SATISFY CHAPTER 
343, HAWAIʻI REVISED STATUTES FOR THE CONSTRUCT HĀʻENA 0.2 MG STORAGE TANK, 144’, 
ALSO REFERRED TO AS THE HĀʻENA AREA WATER SYSTEM, IN WAINIHA, KAUAʻI, HAWAIʻI 

TMK (4) 5-8-002:003 (POR.) AND 007  

 

Pursuant to Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules (HAR) §11-200.1-4, , this letter serves as a notification and request for 
publication in the next available edition of The Environmental Notice that the County of Kauaʻi Department of Water 
(DOW) has determined that additional environmental review is not required for the “Construct Hā'ena 0.2 MG Storage 
Tank, 144’, also referred to as “Hā'ena Area Water System, Wainiha, Kaua‘i, Hawai’i, and hereafter referred to as Project.  
This letter documents our findings that the analysis and conclusions of the existing 2018 Final Environmental Assessment 
(FEA)/Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Project made pursuant to HAR §11-200.1-11, and determines 
that no additional environmental review is required for construction of the Project. 

 

Project Overview 

The Hāʻena-Wainiha water service area serves the communities of Hāʻena and Wainiha and extends toward the 
mountains (mauka) and the coastline (makai) on either side of Kūhiō Highway in north Kauaʻi. The Hāʻena-Wainiha 
Water System currently comprises three wells in the Hāʻena and Wainiha area. DOW’s current distribution system 
includes transmission pipelines that connect water supply sources to the Hāʻena and Wainiha areas. The Water Plan 2020 
(“Plan”) projected future water demands from all areas on Kauaʻi to grow at 20% between 2000 and 2020, with the 
exception of the Hā'ena-Wainiha area, which is projected to grow approximately 15% between 2000 and 2020. In 
response to the Plan’s projected water demand and an analysis of future water storage needs, DOW’s capital 
improvement program is proposing a new 0.2-million-gallon (MG) storage tank to serve this area. 

The proposed new Hāʻena 0.2 MG Storage Tank is intended to increase storage capacity to meet the required domestic 
and fire flow storage capacity per Hawaiʻi Water System Standards for the Hāʻena-Wainiha 144’ water pressure service 
area. The DOW anticipates that the additional storage capacity generated from this project will support the development 
of actions proposed in the Hāʻena State Park Master Plan, residential units, including affordable housing, and businesses. 
In addition, the Proposed Action will allow minimum recommended fire flows. 
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Determination Based on HAR §11-200.1-11 Use of prior exemptions, findings of no significant impact or accepted 
environmental impact statements to satisfy chapter 343, HRS, for proposed actions. 

The analysis and conclusions of the existing FEA/Finding of No Significant Impact FONSI for the Project address the 
criteria set forth in HAR §200.1-11 as follows: 

 
1. The proposed action was a component of, or is substantially similar to, an action that received an exemption, 

FONSI, or an accepted EIS (for example, a project that was analyzed in a program EIS). 

Project objectives, location, scope, construction and other components are the same as that evaluated in the 
existing FEA / FONSI. 

 
2. The proposed action is anticipated to have direct, indirect, and cumulative effects similar to those analyzed in a 

prior exemption, final EA, or accepted EIS.   

The FONSI analyzed the 13 significance criteria set forth in HAR §11-200.1-13 and it was determined that the 
Project is not anticipated to cause significant negative impacts to the environment. 

 
3. In the case of a final EA or an accepted EIS, the proposed action was analyzed within the range of alternatives. 

The FEA / FONSI evaluated a “No-Action” Alternative and alternative locations.  The No-Action Alternative 
would fail to address projected water demand for the Hā'ena - Wainiha- service area and would not achieve the 
goals set forth in both the Kaua‘i General Plan and Kaua‘i Water Plan 2020.  In terms of two alternative 
locations, it was determined that the most suitable site for the new tank would be in an area where the new tank 
could be incorporated practicably and effectively into DOW’s existing system. Additionally, the potential Project 
area should be located above 125 ft. mean sea level elevation in order to service the target 144 ft. Hāʻena - 
Wainiha- Water System area, and be relatively close to the existing system piping and controls near Wainiha 
Powerhouse Road to minimize construction of new utility lines required for connection to the existing utility 
system.  

 
Please publish these findings in the next edition of The Environmental Notice. Should you have any questions, please 
contact Scott Suga at sisuga@kauaiwater.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

Joseph E. Tait 
Manager and Chief Engineer 
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