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Thie is the first in « series of newsletters:regarding the
environmental impact statement (EIS). Puvrthep editions of this
newsletter will possibly be provided once a week. Through such
a publication, the Office of Environmental Quality Control hopes
to inform various governmental agencies, interested civie groups,
and the concerned individuals about rrocedures for EBIS, as well
as provide information about the impact statements currently
being procassed by our Office. Forx further information eoncern-
ing items in this newsletten, please contact the Office of Environ-
mental Quality Control, 550 Halekauwila Street, Room 301, Honolulu,
Hawaii 96813, phone 548-6915.

ZACKESOU IﬁgﬁQ%A?IﬁﬂAL'“GT?S

_ Requirements: Ip his Executive Ordepr of August 23, 1971,
Governor John &. Burns requirved the preparation and filing of
EIS for all majorpr projects requiring State funds or State lands,
OEQC was designated as the creabinghouse-agency for the receipt
and review of these statements. The Governop's Executive Order
was modeled after the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA of
1969, Public Law 9¥180), whieh "requires each Federal agency to
prepare a statement of environmental impact in advance of each
major action, recommendation or report on legislation that may
significantly affect the quality of the human environment".

 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS - Purpose: The purpose of
the EIS is to insure that Ffull consideration of environmental

publiec information concerning major State actions. It is also
@’ tool which is utilized to obtain information and recommendations
in the form of responses to the draft statement. The intended
goal of the envivonmental impact statement procedure is two-fold: .

with this knowledge to provide preventive measures and/or counters-
actions which would mitigate environmental degradation. '

Contents: The EIS contains five sections:
ot B Mer oYt e : .
(1) The environmental impact of a proposed project.

{2) Any adverse environmental effects which cannot
be avoided should the proposal be implemented.

(3} Alternatives to the proposed acticn.



.

{#} The relationship between local shaprt~term uses
of man's environment and the maintenance and
enhancement of long-term productivity,

(5} Any irveversible and irvetrievable commitments
of resources which would be involved in the
proposed acticn.

A sixth, strongly recommended secticn would be an analysis
of the economic and social impact of the proposed proiject,

Procedures:
At

Expending Agency Consults with CEQC
Obtains data for project on pre~draft EIS.
background. {(Optional)

Consults with 0EOC on the//7

preparation of the state- . h.

ment. {(Optional) 100 copies of draft

Prepares pre-draft EIS. EIS submitted to
CERC.,

After 20 working days, OEQC prepares a covering
letter summarizing and evaluating all comments
and recommendations received.

A

OFEQC sends comments and Expending agency pre-
evaluation to expending pares comment and/opr
X .
agency. T3modifications made on
the proposed projeet
reflecting responses
égwwff”’wffw”raceived. ;
Expending agency submits CEQC reviews and sends ;
final EIS to OEQC for et | TGO Governor for final §
review, approval or returns to i
) agency as insufficient. §

OTHER TYPES OF STATEMENTS - The broad range of State actions
will invariably raise questions as to what constitutes a "major”
action or a "significant® impact, To minimize divergent intero-
pretations of the words "major" and "significant'", other formats
for impact statements hava been created. These include:

T im0, 00,

T e,

Environmental Statement of Non-Impact - Includes proposed
actions which wouid have minimal effects on the environment
and/or may modify the function of a facility on an existing
site, but would not alter itg original purpose. Such actions
would include minor replacement of/or addition to an existing
facility, or minimpal augmentation to enhance the function of

a facility, that shall not exceed the limits of Federal, State
County standards of air, water, noise quality, and also, would
not zlter the intended or opiginal purpuse of the ewisting
Faoility.




-

Request for Exemptien from Preparing an RIS - Proposed
actions which arg minor, having no significant detrimental
impact on the environment and/op actions of a maintenance
or operational nature. Such proposced actions would include
but not be limited to:

{(a) Subs%ituting or replacing minor existing facilities.

(b) Minor reparations that would not alter or modify
the intended funetion at that facility.

(c) Operations that arve part of routine operation or
maintenance procedurea.

(d) State funded actions which involve ne physical impact
en the environment.

(2) Temporary or interim actions and/or preajects (for a
duration of less than one year) with minimal adverse
impacts (emergency actions).

Both a statement of non-impact and a request fon exemption
should include a brief description of the proposed action, the
environmental impacts of the proposed action and the reasons for
Filing a non~impact statement or exemption.

Procedures:
it ST E B
Expending Agency

Sathers necessary data on proposed project.
Determines what type of EIS to file.

Consults with 0EQC. (Optional)

Submits three copiss of the statement
to QOEQC.

QDEQC Process
(10 working days)
Lvaluates statement.
Obktains comments and recommendations from
other governmental and ecivic organizaticns.
{Optiocnal)
Obtains additional infarmation.

- . : . . 4 MN
0EQC concurs with the %fwfggaé disaﬁ%roves with ~ QEQC formally
request or the submittal the submittal of a non- reguests addition~
of the non-impact state- impact statement or 2l information.
ment, request for exemption.

Return to Expending Agency



Envivoenmental. Azsessment - 0EQC encourages the subwmittal of
an environmental assessment prior to the preparation of an cnviron-
mental impact statement. The environmental assessment is a prelim-
inary evaluation which should be conducted during the zarly planning
stages of a prodject. The assessment would allow an initial evaluation
of the proposed project by various govermmental agencies and concerned
parties with the purpose of (1) obviating environmental degradation
and undue expense, should such a propesal be found unsound: (2) affirm-
ing the goals, needs or demands for such a projcct, and (3} providing
ample time for other alternatives to be considered.

g

More informaticon about EIS will he provided in Future newsletter:
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CURRENT _HAPPESINGS

The Administration’s measure concerning environmental impact

tatements will be acted uwpon by legislators during the Tinal week
of this legislative session. House Bill 1522 proposes to extend
Environmental Impact Statement rvrequirements to the County agencies
as well as the private sector. By anveloping all levels of govern-
ment and the private sector in the procaedure, it is hoped that
envirenmental conscisusness will be enhanced and that this concern
for a quality environment will result in mitigation of environmental
degradation in the State.

A Seccond Draft Epvironmental Impact Statement for the Proposed
. Pauahi Urban Renewal Project Has Been Recegived -~ This draft was
prepared by the Department of Housing and Urban Development in
compliance with NEPA. deadline date for responses to cur O0fFfice is
being set for April 24, 1873. Becausez of the limited numbsgr of
copies available, this 0ffice has not distributed this second drafr.
The First draft EIS was preparod by the Honolulu Redevelopment Agency.
These two draft statements ars quite different from each other,
theraefore comments or racommendations should he provided on both
draft statements. Although this O0Fffice ig not the ¢learinghouse
for the HUD's draft statement we will be praviding a reply to the
Department of Housing and Urban Development from the responses ve
receive as well as transmitting copies of all responses to HUD.

UPCOMISG NRAFT FUVIRGMAENTAL IMPACT STATEMZNTS

Kansohe Intermediate School (site selection), Keeil Golf Course
(Kona), Lanakila Health Center (new duilding), Honolulu District Court
(relocation), Sand Tsland State Parks, Kalama Uka Elementary School
(site selection), and ¥ahuluu Flood (ontrol Project.

This being the firet newsletier, we invite our reviewers to
provide eomments and suggestions about the newsletter's format,
contents, or possible additions. Please feel free to contact our
Office should you require additional information about impact state-
ments menticned in this newsletter.



