MACZAC Hotspots 9/23/2016
East Hawaii, Hamakua Coast – Bob Nishimoto





Are cliff slides anthropogenic?
If yes, who is responsible for stabilizing cliff face?
If yes, who is responsible for sediment abatement?
If no, seeking cliff stability studies to assist with County of Hawaii setback rules for housing developments.

West Hawaii Hotspots Report - Phil Fernandez
Marine issues
1. Manta Ray Viewing Boating Operations and Safety Assessment
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dobor/files/2013/04/Manta-Ray-Viewing-Boating-Operations-and-SafetyAssessment_final.pdf
2. Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin Proposed Rule
http://www.fpir.noaa.gov/PRD/prd_spinner.html
3. Scoping for Programmatic EIS for Aquaculture in Federal Waters
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=NOAA-NMFS-2016-0111-0001

Land / Infrastructure Issues
1. Keauhou Aquifer – State Commission on Water Management Petition – still pending

Protected Resources
Home > Protected Resources Division > Whales and Dolphins > Spinner Dolphin

Spinner Dolphin

©FAO/FIGIS

Scientific name: Stenella longirostris longirostris
Pacific Island names: nai'a (Hawaiian), mumua (Samoan)

Current Management Issues
On August 23, 2016, NOAA Fisheries published a proposed rule to enhance protections for Hawaiian spinner
dolphins to prevent disturbance and harassment from dolphin-directed human activities. The proposed rule would
prohibit swimming with and approaching a Hawaiian spinner dolphin within 50 yards by any means (vessel, person,
or other object) and would be implemented within two nautical miles from shore of the Main Hawaiian Islands and in
designated waters between Maui, Lanai, and Kahoolawe where spinner dolphins are found throughout the day.
Resident populations of Hawaiian spinner dolphins feed offshore throughout the night and return to Hawaii's coasts to
rest during the day. Because Hawaiian spinner dolphins rest in Hawaii's sheltered bays and along its coastlines and
are one of the most easily encountered cetaceans in the waters of the Main Hawaiian Islands, they are vulnerable to
disturbance and harassment. Dolphin-directed activities have grown dramatically in recent years, and the easily
accessible Hawaiian spinner dolphins face heavy and increasing pressures from people seeking a dolphin
experience. Chronic disturbance to resting activities can negatively affect the health and fitness of dolphins.
The proposed rule is based on the preferred alternative (Alternative 3A) in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
Other alternatives considered include the following:







Alternative 1 — No Action
Alternative 2 — Swim-With Regulation
Alternative 3 — Swim-With and Approach Regulations
o 3(A) — Swim-With and 50-Yard Approach Regulations (Preferred Alternative)
o 3(B) — Swim-With and 100-Yard Approach Regulations
Alternative 4 — Voluntary Time-Area Closures in 5 Selected Essential Daytime Habitats and Swim-With and
Approach Regulations
Alternative 5 — Mandatory Time-Area Closures in 5 Selected Essential Daytime Habitats and Swim-With
and Approach Regulations

Key Documents:






For the Proposed Rule for Spinner dolphins, please see here.
For the Proposed Rule references, please see here.
For the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Regulatory Impact Review, please see here.
For Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ): Spinner dolphins, please see here. (August 2016)
For the Press Release, please see here. (August 23, 2016)

How Can I Submit Comments?
Comments must be submitted by October 23, 2016



Online: Go to https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=NOAA_FRDOC_0001-3991 via the Federal
eRulemaking Portal.
o Click the "Comment Now!" icon, complete the required fields
o Enter or attach your comments



Mail or hand-delivery: Submit written comments to Susan Pultz, Branch Chief, Conservation Planning and
Rulemaking, Protected Resources Division, National Marine Fisheries Service, Pacific Islands Regional
Office, 1845 Wasp Blvd, Bldg 176, Honolulu, HI 96818, Attn: Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin Disturbance.



Public Meetings: NOAA Fisheries invites the public to learn more about the proposed rule and to provide
comments in person at any of our six public hearings. The dates, times, and locations are listed below.

o
o
o
o
o

September 7, 2016, 5:30-9:30 p.m.
Konawaena High School Cafeteria, 81-1043 Konawaena School Rd., Kealakekua, Hawaii 96750
September 8, 2016, 5:30-9:30 p.m.
Kealakehe High School Cafeteria, 74-5000 Puohulihuli St., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
September 21, 2016, 5:30-9:00 p.m.
Kauai High School Cafeteria, 3577 Lala Rd., Lihue, HI 96766
September 22, 2016, 5:30-9:00 p.m.
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary Visitor Center, 726 S. Kihei Rd.,
Kihei, HI 96753
September 27, 2016, 5:30-9:30 p.m.
Roosevelt High School Cafeteria, 1120 Nehoa Street, Honolulu, HI 96822

o

September 28, 2016, 5:30-9:30 p.m.
Waianae High School Cafeteria, 85-251 Farrington Hwy

For more information about Spinner dolphins and the proposed rule, please visit:
Spinner Dolphin - Human Interaction EIS and Rule-making page.

Stock Assessment / Estimated Breeding Population
Hawaii has 5 distinct island-associated stocks of Hawaiian spinner dolphins. The stocks are as follows: 1)
Midway/Kure, 2) Pearl and Hermes Reef, 3) Kauai and Niihau, 4) Oahu/4-islands (including Maui, Lanai, Molokai,
Kahoolawe), and 5) Hawaii Island. These stocks live in coastal waters ranging to 10 nautical miles from the shore of
their resident islands. All other spinner dolphins found outside of 10 nautical miles and within the U.S. Exclusive
Economic Zone (including those at French Frigate Shoals) are part of the Pelagic stock. These stocks are
reproductively isolated populations, meaning that there is little to no breeding occurring between stocks (Andrews,
2009).
A robust estimate for population size is only available for the Hawaii Island stock, which is estimated to be around
600 animals. The Kauai/Niihau stock is estimated to be around 500 animals and Oahu/4-Islands stock is estimated to
be around 300 animals; however, both of these estimates lack data from the stocks' full range. Information is
insufficient to provide estimates for the other three stocks.
For species-specific stock assessment information, please see here.

Legal Protection
All marine mammals are protected from "take" under the MMPA. The MMPA defines take to mean "to harass,
capture, or kill" any marine mammal or attempt to do so. Harassment is further defined by the MMPA as any act of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance that has the potential to do the following:




Level A harassment - injure a marine mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild; or
Level B harassment - disturb a marine mammal or marine stock in the wild by causing disruption of
behavioral patterns, including but not limited to migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, feeding, or
sheltering.

When viewing spinner dolphins in the wild, people must ensure their activities will not result in "take." For
responsible viewing guidelinesprovided by NOAA Fisheries, please see here.

Natural History

Drawing: Spinner dolphins rest in shallow bays during the day and feed in deeper waters at night. Dave Johnston/PIFSC

Spinner dolphins are probably the most frequently encountered cetacean in waters of the Pacific Islands Region.
They get their common name from the impressive spins they perform during social encounters. Spinners spend their
daylight hours in coastal waters, generally in calm bays. They use these areas to rest, care for their young and to
avoid predators, before traveling to deeper water at night to hunt for food. Spinner dolphins have what is called a
"fission fusion social pattern." They "fuse" to form large schools of hundreds of animals when feeding at night and
split off into much smaller groups, sometimes of only a dozen individuals, when socializing and resting during the day.

Physical Description




Individual dolphins will generally grow from 4 to 7 feet in length and weigh between 100 and 165 pounds.
Each has a long narrow beak, dark grey dorsal cape, medium grey flanks and a light grey/whitish belly.
Individual dolphins are identified by their unique dorsal fins. Researchers take photographs of the animals'
dorsal fin, and the shape, nicks, and notches in each fin can then be matched to a catalog of known
individuals to obtain life history information for each animal.

Diet


Spinner dolphins feed at night on species from the mesopelagic community, including shrimp and squid that
are found about 650-1,000 feet below the surface of the water. Spinner dolphin prey species follow a vertical
and horizontal migration pattern throughout the day, staying in deep waters in the ocean during the day, and
then moving up in the water column (vertical migration) and inshore (horizontal migration) at night. Spinner
dolphins take advantage of the nightly migration that brings their prey species to shallower depths closer to
shore by feeding throughout the night.

Lifespan


A spinner dolphin's lifespan is estimated to be about 20 years.

Reproduction


Spinner dolphins do not have a mating or birthing season. They mate, give birth, and care for their young
year round.

Potential Threats


Potential threats include entanglement in marine debris, anthropogenic (human made) noise, pressure from
human viewing and interaction activities, disease, and fisheries interactions.

Viewing Guidelines





Remain at least 50 yards from spinner dolphins
Limit your time observing to 1/2 hour.
Spinner dolphins should not be encircled or trapped between boats or shore.
If approached by a spinner dolphin while on a boat, put the engine in neutral and allow the animal to pass.
Boat movement should be from the rear of the animal.

Important Phone Numbers

Marine Mammal Stranding/Entanglement Hotline: 1-888-256-9840
More Information


Federal Register Notice of Intent (Oct 2006, pdf 67kB)

Residents concerned about
highway seawalls planned north
and south of Olowalu
August 18, 2016

BY LOUISE ROCKETT , Lahaina News

Save | Comments (1) | Post a comment |
WEST MAUI - There's no hiding the facts - Honoapiilani Highway between Puamana and the Pali is a
danger to both human and marine life.
With the shoreline littered with rusted and crusted jersey barriers and waves crashing into the path
of oncoming traffic, turning a blind eye on the problem isn't possible anymore. The once picturesque
drive connecting West Maui to the rest of the island is scenic no more.
With two new state projects to buttress the shoreline on the starting block, both north and south of
Olowalu, the community is in an uproar, bringing together a powerful cross section of voices
advocating for realignment.
Petitions have been drafted, social media sites launched and the topic was added to the agenda of
the recently formed Maui Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).
Dr. Mark Deakos, marine scientist and founder of the Hawaii Association of Marine Education and
Research, has been at the forefront of the lobbying campaign to protect our coastal resources.
On a petition posted online at change.org, he wrote: "Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT)
is now planning to break ground on a $3.2M shoreline armoring project near mile marker 16 (north
Olowalu near the popular surf spot) in mid-August 2016, and a $20M seawall is currently being
planned by HDOT near mile marker 14 (south Olowalu near the world famous snorkel spot and
endangered monk seal haul out beach).
"This amounts to nearly $40M of taxpayer money going to seawalls, blocking public beach access
and supporting the destruction of beaches, coral reefs and coastal habitat, while decreasing the
safety of motorists.
"A seawall constructed along a 2-mile stretch of Olowalu would all but destroy the area's remaining
beach. This would significantly impact local beach access and coastal resources," he warned.
The nonprofit Maui Tomorrow cut to the chase in this post on Facebook: "Maui Tomorrow has been
coordinating with other environmental groups and with concerned citizens to address the hardening
of shorelines in West Maui between the Pali and Puamana.
"Hardening of shorelines has already resulted in the silting of reefs and restriction of shoreline access
at Ukumehame and Launiupoko. We testified at the July 18th meeting of the Maui Metropolitan

Planning Office and asked Department of Transportation Director Ford Fuchigami to hold off on the
900-foot long boulder revetment project that would extend 40 feet offshore just north of Olowalu at
Milepost 16 near the Awalua surf break."
The Marine and Coastal Zone Advocacy Council (MACZAC) wrote to Fuchigami, director of the HDOT,
in October 2015; and, according to Councilwoman Donna Brown, the 12-member, volunteer advisory
group, established by statute to advise the state Department of Business, Economic Development
and Tourism, Office of Planning on coastal and marine issues, has not been dignified with a
response.
The letter signed by the council chair, Susan A. Sakai, reads: "Due to sea level rise and island
subsidence, the coastline along Honoapiilani Highway is suffering from severe erosion. This coastline
is very popular for camping, fishing, surfing and diving. Seawalls constructed in the past few years
are not keeping the ocean from inundating the highway. Most days at high tide, water overtops
these walls onto the roadway."
The MACZAC is also worried about the offshore environment.
"The community is increasingly concerned about additional impacts to the reef at Olowalu, which is
one of the healthiest reefs on Maui. It is already impaired due to silt runoff and warming ocean
temperatures causing the corals to bleach."
MACZAC concurs with the county in its ongoing efforts to move the highway inland, with the
purchase of land to support this strategy: "In the long run, realignment of the highway will be a
permanent fix to the problem of chronic erosion and will preserve our beaches for the future."
On the other hand, building more seawalls. Sakai wrote, will result in the "permanent loss of access
to these important cultural and recreational areas."
West Maui Land has joined forces in favor of the argument to protect the marine environment
through realignment.
Mariah Gill is their advocate in this regard.
She is a self-proclaimed "Lahaina Girl" who went to Yale, earning a Masters in Environmental
Management.
In an interview with Lahaina News, she said, "Seawalls in general are not a good option for West
Maui's coastline, primarily because there is open land behind it. When you have infrastructure, it
gets more complicated.
"Between the Pali and Olowalu," Gill continued, "you have nothing behind the highway; you can
easily retreat, which is the recommended alternative in my opinion."
Her current focus, she said, "is to continue raising awareness about the two planned coastal
armoring projects in Olowalu, and I've been asking for photos and videos of instances where waves,
water and debris washes onto the highway or other unsafe situations between the Pali and Olowalu.
The SDOT-Maui guys have asked me to gather and document these proofs of highway failure to help
build their case to upper administration on Oahu."
E-mail photos and videos to info@realignhonoapiilani.com or share on Facebook at Save West Maui's
Coastline. Write a letter to Ford Fuchigami, Director of Transportation, 869 Punchbowl St., Honolulu,
HI 96813, or sign the petition posted on Mark Deakos' Facebook page.

