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Introduction 

Hawaiʻi is highly vulnerable to  sea level rise (SLR); 
yet, no systematic evidence on public beliefs, risk 
perceptions, and policy preferences existed 
 
Our response: first statewide, representative survey 
of public attitudes toward SLR, fielded in summer 
2025 
 
The survey provides key new insights and areas of 
opportunity for policy making and coastal resilience 
initiatives 
 

MOTIVATIONS & PURPOSE 



3 

Report: Public Views on Sea Level Rise in Hawaiʻi: 
Results from a Statewide Survey 

Ketty Loeb, PhD, University of Hawaiʻi 
Institute for Sustainability and Resilience 

Colin Moore, PhD, University of Hawaiʻi 
Economic Research Organization 

Zena Grecni, MEM, Pacific RISA & Arizona 
State University 

Victoria Keener, PhD, Pacific RISA & Arizona 
State University 

 

Research Team 

The Global Futures Laboratory at Arizona 
State University 

Funding 
Loeb, Ketty, Colin Moore, Zena Grecni, Victoria 
Keener.  (2026) Public Views on Sea Level Rise in 
Hawaiʻi: Results from a Statewide Survey.  University 
of Hawaiʻi Economic Organization.  

Suggested Citation 

Anticipated Publication Date:  
 

February 16, 2026  



4 

Overview: Survey Methods 
HAWAIʻI STATEWIDE SEA LEVEL RISE SURVEY 

· Online and phone survey of Hawaiʻi  
   residents 

· 1,314 completed responses 

· Weighted data interpreted 

Conducted by polling firm FINN Partners 
(Anthology Research) July 22-Aug 30, 2025 

Demographically weighted sample of adult 
residents across all four counties 

University of Hawaiʻi and ASU researchers 
analyzed, interpreted, and visualized the data  Adapted from: US Fifth National Climate Assessment, Ch. 30, 

https://nca5.climate.us/chapter/30,  © Shellie Habel 

https://nca5.climate.us/chapter/30
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Top Themes 
HAWAIʻI STATEWIDE SEA LEVEL RISE SURVEY 

· Unusually broad agreement that sea 
   level rise is happening 

· A strong sense of urgency about its 
   impacts 

· Uncertainty about how long-term 
   adaptation should be financed 

Agreement across political parties. Higher than 
national measures of belief in climate change 

Residents widely think SLR is causing, or will 
cause, harm; perceived severity is high 

Many are willing to relocate for fair 
compensation; but willingness to pay for 
protection is limited 

Maya Walton via © Hawaiʻi Sea Grant King Tides Project, 2019 
[CC BY 4.0] 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
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KNOWLEDGE AND  
BELIEFS 

RESULTS OF HAWAIʻI STATEWIDE SEA LEVEL RISE SURVEY 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RISK 
PERCEPTIONS 
RESULTS OF HAWAIʻI STATEWIDE SEA LEVEL RISE SURVEY 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POLICY 
PREFERENCES 
RESULTS OF HAWAIʻI STATEWIDE SEA LEVEL RISE SURVEY 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Results: Summary 
Belief that sea level rise is occurring 
is nearly universal (89% of 
residents). 
 
This consensus extends across 
political parties. 
 
Most residents attribute SLR to both 
human and natural causes. 
 
Many Hawaiʻi residents are hearing 
about coastal erosion and sea level 
rise in the media. 
 
Only 16% of residents say they feel 
well-informed about SLR. 

Residents want leaders to act now. 
 
Limiting exposure to coastal hazards 
has strong support. 
 
Many are willing to relocate from 
high-risk areas if compensated fairly. 
 
Residents support a robust 
government role in assisting coastal 
property owners. 
 
Residents are divided on private sea 
walls and on paying more to protect 
their neighborhoods. 
 
There is strong support for 
investment in education. 

KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEFS  RISK PERCEPTIONS  POLICY PREFERENCES 

Concern about future harm from SLR 
is widespread. 
 
A strong majority (89%) say SLR is 
likely to cause harm to Hawaiʻi. 
 
Residents anticipate direct personal 
effects. 
 
Costs are already being felt by many 
households. 
 
Perceived severity of impacts is high. 
 
Most residents say the State and 
counties are unprepared. 



Discussion 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Next Steps 
→   Survey report, blog published via UHERO  (~February 16)  
 
→   Media Release: UH News, video coverage  (~February 16)  
 
→    Presentations (National Adaptation Forum, PRiMO) 
 
→    Articles for Peer Review 
 
→   Funding for longitudinal surveys? 
 
 
 
 



Partner Surveys 
→   Hawaiʻi’s Elected Officials 
       
→   Hawaiʻi’s Civil Servants  
 
Surveys and Survey tools available at: 
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/isr/research/coastal-adaptation.php 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/isr/research/coastal-adaptation.php


Find us online 

UH Mānoa Institute 
for Sustainability & 
Resilience 

Pacific RISA 
The Global Futures 
Laboratory at Arizona 
State University 
 

uhero.hawaii.edu 
 
 
 
 
colindmoore@hawaii.edu 

https://manoa.hawaii.e
du/isr/ 
 
 
 
kloeb@hawaii.edu 

PacificRISA.org 
 
 
 
 
Zena.Grecni@asu.edu 
 
 
 

globalfutures.asu.edu 
X: @asuglobalfuture 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HAWAIʻI STATEWIDE SEA LEVEL RISE SURVEY 

UHERO 

http://uhero.hawaii.edu
http://www.pacificrisa.org
http://globalfutures.asu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/PacificRISA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pacific-risa/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/asu-global-futures
https://www.instagram.com/pacificrisa/
https://www.instagram.com/asu_globalfutures/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-hawaii-economic-research-organization
https://www.instagram.com/uheronews/
https://www.facebook.com/UHERO.forum

