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National Ocean Policy
President Obama recognizes that America’s stewardship of the ocean, our coasts, and the Great
Lakes is intimately linked to national prosperity, environmental sustainability, human health and
well-being, adaptation to climate and other environmental change, social justice, foreign policy,
and national and homeland security. The Executive Order adopts a National Policy that includes
a set of overarching guiding principles for management decisions and actions toward achieving
the vision of “an America whose stewardship ensures that the ocean, our coasts, and the Great
Lakes are healthy and resilient, safe and productive, and understood and treasured so as to
promote the well-being, prosperity, and security of present and future generations.”

National Ocean Council (NOC)
The National Ocean Council is a dual Principal- and Deputy- level committee. Membership of
the NOC initially includes the following, with additional officers designated by the Co-Chairs as
needed:
The Secretaries of: State, Defense, the Interior, Agriculture, Health and Human Services,
Commerce, Labor, Transportation, Energy, and Homeland Security
The Attorney General
The Administrators of: the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
The Chairs of: The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC), and the Joint Chiefs of Staff
The Directors of: the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), National Intelligence, the
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), the National Science Foundation (NSF)
The Assistants to: the President for National Security Affairs, Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism, Domestic Policy, Economic Policy, and Energy and Climate Change
An employee of the United States designated by the Vice President
The Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere (NOAA Administrator)

Nine National Priority Objectives
1. Ecosystem-Based Management: Adopt ecosystem-based management as a foundational
principle for comprehensive management of the ocean, our coasts, and the Great Lakes.
2. Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning: Implement comprehensive, integrated, ecosystem
based coastal and marine spatial planning and management in the United States.
3. Inform Decisions and Improve Understanding: Increase knowledge to continually inform
and improve management and policy decisions and the capacity to respond to change and
challenges. Better educate the public through formal and informal programs about the ocean,
our coasts, and the Great Lakes.
4. Coordinate and Support: Better coordinate and support Federal, State, tribal, local, and
regional management of the ocean, our coasts, and the Great Lakes. Improve coordination
and integration across the Federal Government and, as appropriate, engage with the
international community.
5. Resiliency and Adaptation to Climate Change and Ocean Acidification: Strengthen
resiliency of coastal communities and marine and Great Lakes environments and their
abilities to adapt to climate change impacts and ocean acidification.
6. Regional Ecosystem Protection and Restoration: Establish and implement an integrated
ecosystem protection and restoration strategy that is science-based and aligns conservation
and restoration goals at the Federal, state, tribal, local and regional levels.
7. Water Quality and Sustainable Practices on Land: Enhance water quality in the ocean,
along our coasts, and in the Great Lakes by promoting and implementing sustainable
practices on land.
8. Changing Conditions in the Arctic: Address environmental stewardship needs in the Arctic
Ocean and adjacent coastal areas in the face of climate-induced and other environmental
changes.
9. Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Observations, Mapping, and Infrastructure:
Strengthen and integrate Federal and non-Federal ocean observing systems, sensors, data
collection platforms, data management, and mapping capabilities into a national system, and
integrate that system into international observation efforts.

