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The purpose of this “Participant’s Guide” is to provide an overview of the

SMA permitting system, which is administered by each of the four respective

county governments.  The Guide highlights information that prospective

participants, including permit applicants and stakeholders, should consider

to participate more effectively.  More detailed information on SMA permit

processes for each county can be obtained through contacts listed on the

back coveback cover.  This Guide does not have the force and effect of law, and does

not supersede state or county laws and rules related to the CZM Program.

This Guide does not cover other aspects of the CZM Program such as

federal consistency requirements.
The Hawaii CZM Program was approved by the federal government in 1978 and

the state in 1977 and is codified under HRS Chapter 205A.  The legislature 

designed the CZM law to build upon existing function agencies, forming the Hawaii 

CZM network.  The State Office of Planning is the lead agency of the CZM Program.





The SMA permitting system regulates all types of land uses and activities under a broad defnition of “development” within the SMA.

Some specifically defined land uses and activities may be exempt if they do not otherwise have a significant impact in the SMA.

the SMA

The following are examples of what is regulated or excluded from SMA permitting:



a substantial adverse environmental or ecological effect,

taking into account potential cumulative effects relative to 

the CZM objectives and policies, must obtain an SMA major

permit.

A summary of the SMA major permit process is provided on

the following page.

Substantial adverse environmental/
ecological effect or cumulative effects

county planning director.  Notice of the issuance of SMA

minor permits are published in the Office of Environmental

Quality Control (OEQC) Environmental Notice twice a month.

substantial adverse

environmental or ecological effect, taking into account

potential cumulative effects relative to the CZM objectives

and policies.



The SMA permitting system is implemented by each of the four counties according to their own ordinances and rules,

with oversight and support from the Hawaii CZM Program.  Any action in an SMA that is not exempt or is not covered

by an SMA minor permit, requires an SMA major permit administered by the respective county planning departments.

The process can take four months or more, especially for large development proposals.

The State Office of Planning processes SMA approvals within state community development districts designated by the 

legislature.



Section



A county planning department, planning commission

or council, should analyze and approve or deny a 

permit application based on the specific enumerated

criteria discussed on the previous page.  An SMA

assessment or approval does not generally consider

impacts on public facilities such as roads, schools

and infrastructure; public services such as police, fireand infrastructure; public services such as police, fire

and medical response; or, community impacts such

as affordable housing, influx of new residents, and

increased traffic.



Each county has adopted land use plans and policies

that regulate land uses.  These land use plans and policies

include each county’s general plan, community/development

plans and zoning codes.  These land use plans and policies

determine where various land uses are allowed.



recognized

http://hawaii.gov/health/environmental/oeqc/index.html

including the adequacy of public facilities such as

roads, schools and infrastructure, as well as public

services such as police, fire and medical response.
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City and County of Honolulu
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