
  

HAWAIʻI BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES (HBGN) 
Notice of Meeting and Agenda 

235 S. Beretania Street 

6th floor Conference Room 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

 

Friday, April 24, 2026 

10:00 a.m. 

 

The Hawaiʻi Board on Geographic Names (HBGN) meetings utilize a Zoom webinar format. Remote 

attendees will not be able to speak, ask questions, show their video, or use screen share unless recognized 

by the Chair. 

 

If you’re attending remotely and you have questions or would like to provide comments during the 

meeting, please use the Zoom Raise Hand function to notify the Chair that you would like to speak. 

When the Chair recognizes you, the meeting facilitator will unmute your microphone. If you prefer or 

don’t have a microphone, you may ask your questions or make comments using the Zoom Q&A function. 

 

As authorized under Act 220, Session Laws of Hawaiʻi 2021, this meeting will be held 

with Board Members, Staff, and Agencies participating in-person at the above location or 

via Zoom online meeting venue. 

 

Zoom webinar information: 

URL: https://bit.ly/hbgn_20260424 
or dial: (669) 900 6833 [audio only] 

 

Webinar ID: 847 4121 0335 

Passcode: 700178 

 

A G E N D A 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Review and approval of meeting minutes for February 13, 2026 

The Board will review/amend the minutes from the previous meeting and will vote on whether or 

not to approve them at this time. [Action item] 

 

3. Public comments. 

Participants may provide comments about issues not on the agenda for possible inclusion on a 

future agenda. [Not an action item] 

 

4. Announcements. 

Participants may share information not requiring Board discussion, action, or decision making. 

[Not an action item] 

 

5. Follow up on the renaming of Sand Island, Oʻahu to Mauiliola. 

Board members will identify next steps in effecting a name change for the State Park on Mauliola 

and any other actions that may be needed. [Action Item] 

 

 

https://bit.ly/hbgn_20260424


6. Identify agenda items for next meeting. 

Board members will identify next items to be included on the agenda for the next meeting.. 

[Action Item] 

 

7. Adjourn 

 

Meeting Materials: 

Meeting materials will be available in advance of the meeting on HBGN’s website 

(https://planning.hawaii.gov/gis/hbgn/hbgn-meeting-materials).  

 

Zoom meeting information: 

To participate via the Zoom link provided, you will need a computer or mobile device with internet 

access, and a microphone (recommended). You will be muted during the meeting unless you have been 

recognized by the Chair and are testifying or actively participating in a discussion. You may also access 

the Zoom meeting by phone only by using the dial-in phone number, meeting ID, and meeting passcode 

information provided at the top of this agenda.  

 

If connection is lost, the meeting may reconvene when either audiovisual communication or audio-only 

communication is established within thirty minutes.  The public may access the reconvened meeting by 

clicking the link again.   

 

If it is not possible to reconvene the meeting within 30 minutes after an interruption, then check HBGN’s 

website (https://planning.hawaii.gov/gis/hbgn) for information as to whether the meeting will be 

continued to an alternative date and time, or the meeting may be terminated. 

 

Information about submitting and providing testimony: 

Written testimony may be submitted on any agenda item:  

 

by email:  arthur.j.buto@hawaii.gov or  

by postal mail: Office of Planning and Sustainable Development  

ATTN: Hawaiʻi Board on Geographic Names 

P.O. Box 2359 

Honolulu, HI 96804-2359 

 

Written testimony should include the word “testimony” with the agenda item number and description in 

the Subject line, and should be received no later than Tuesday, April 21, 4:30 p.m., in order to be 

included in the meeting packet. Testimony received after that time will be distributed at the meeting and 

posted on the website but may not be included in the meeting packet. 

 

Members of the public may also provide oral testimony and participate in discussions for any agenda item 

during the meeting. If attending in person, please indicate that you wish to speak by raising your hand.  

When appropriate, the Chair will recognize you and you may present your testimony. If attending 

virtually, please indicate that you wish to speak by using the RAISE HAND function in Zoom, or if 

calling in by telephone, entering * and 9 on your phone keypad.  When appropriate, the Chair will 

recognize you and you will be unmuted.  When testifying, you will be asked to identify yourself and the 

organization that you represent, if any. 

 

Information about attending the meeting in person: 

Persons may attend the meeting in person at:  Leiopapa A Kamehameha, 235 S. Beretania Street, 6th 

Floor, Conference Room, Honolulu, HI 96813.  Visitors will be asked to present a government issued 

picture ID and sign in at the security desk in the lobby. 

https://planning.hawaii.gov/gis/hbgn/hbgn-meeting-materials
https://planning.hawaii.gov/gis/hbgn


 

Information about auxiliary aids: 

If you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, contact Arthur Buto at 

(808) 587-2894 or by email at arthur.j.buto@hawaii.gov as soon as possible. Requests made as early as 

possible will allow adequate time to fulfill your request. 

 

Upon request, this notice is available in alternate formats such as large print, Braille, or electronic copy. 



MINUTES DRAFT 
FOR THE MEETING OF THE  

HAWAI‘I BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
 

DATE:  February 13, 2026 
TIME:  10:00 a.m. 
PLACE:  Leiopapa A Kamehameha Building 
  Office of Planning and Sustainable Development 
  235 S. Beretania Street, 6th Floor Conference Room 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 
 

[0:00:00]  
Agenda Item 1: Call to Order 

 
Mr. Marzan called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. 

The following were in attendance: 

MEMBERS:  Marques Marzan (Bishop Museum) [remote] 
Arthur Buto for Mary Alice Evans (Office of Planning and Sustainable 

Development) [in-person] 
Kapā Oliveira (University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa) 
Ryan Morales (Land Survey Division) [remote] 
Hailama Farden (Office of Hawaiian Affairs) [remote] 
Lilliane Makaila (Department of Hawaiian Home Lands) [remote] 

 
ABSENT: Holly McEldowney (Department of Land and Natural Resources) 
 
GUESTS: Raymond Sin (member of the public) [in-person] 

Samantha Keller (Mauliola Keʻehi) [in-person] 
Addison Trainer (Mauliola Keʻehi) [in-person] 
Kēhaulani Kupihea (Mauliola Keʻehi) [in-person] 
Shellie Zahniser (USGS) [remote] 
Ghassen Dakhlaoui [remote] 
Hélène (University of Hawaiʻi) [remote] 
Aaron Magee (Global Preservation Initiative) [remote] 
Kennedy Cambra-Cho [remote] 
Keliʻikipikānekoʻolāka Ohiʻaku Kealiʻiwāhāmānā [remote] 
Clemens Mayer (University of Hawaiʻi) [remote] 
Taylor Engle (Department of Land and Natural Resources) [remote] 
Christina Jayne (Department of Land and Natural Resources) [remote] 
Landon Keller (University of Hawaiʻi) [remote] 
Jennifer Kelleher (The Associated Press) [remote] 
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[0:00:58] 
Agenda Item 2: Review of Meeting Minutes for December 10, 2025 
 

[0:01:45] 
MOTION. Ms. Makaila moved to accept the minutes of December 10, 2025. Ms. 
Oliveira seconded the motion.  

 
[0:02:04] 
The members present voted unanimously to approve the meeting minutes of 
December 10, 2025. 

 
[0:02:11] 
Agenda Item 3: Public Comments 
 

Raymond Sin introduced himself. He is an active-duty member of the US Air Force 
(USAF), a former teacher in Las Vegas, NV, and has been serving in Hawaiʻi for about a 
year and a half. He attended the OHA Board of Trustees meeting yesterday and shared some 
of his thoughts about the local culture and Native Hawaiian people. Hawaiʻi is unique in its 
economy, military history, and plantation history; preserving the culture and language are 
important for its identity, history, and its melting pot status. He saw that “Mauliola” is on 
today’s agenda and noted the expression “ola ike aloha” life through love, life sustained by 
aloha.  
 
He spoke to Board of Trustees and its Chair, Kaialiʻi Kahele, a USAF veteran and 
commercial pilot, about the 60th anniversary of “Aloha Friday.” It was established by 
Bankoh President, Wilson Cannon in 1966, allowing employees to wear an aloha shirts on 
Fridays, which eventually spread to the mainland as “casual Friday.” A few decades before 
that, Ellery Chun, an entrepreneur, combined elements of Filipino, Hawaiian plantation, 
Chinese, and Japanese fashion with the American button down shirt and became known as 
the “father of the aloha shirt.”  
 
He noted that the mixing of mnemonics with other languages can help spread usage, e.g., 
“matcha map” and “pōʻai potions.” In addition, the Internet and technology provide 
opportunities to better understand each other in a spirit of aloha.  
 
He pointed to some parallels between Hawaiʻi and Singapore with its colonial history under 
the British, and the intertwining of multiple political, cultural, economic, and social 
histories.  
 
Going into 21st century, Hawaiʻi must be respectful of its past. “I ka wā ma mua, I ka wā 
ma hope,” the future and wisdom is found in the past.” 
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[0:07:45] 
AGENDA ITEM 4: Announcements 
 

The State Ethics Commission noted that Ms. Evans, Ms. Oliveira, and Mr. Marzan need to 
complete the online ethics training. Mr. Buto will send a link after this meeting. 
 

[0:08:12] 
AGENDA ITEM 5: Discussion and decision on renaming Sand Island, Oʻahu to Mauliola 

 
Kēhaulani Kupihea introduced herself. Their ‘ohana are lineal descendants of David Malo 
Kupihea from Kahakaʻaulana; her tutu, Mahina o Hokumalamalama was raised there and 
shared stories about the island; they still take care of Kahakaʻaulana; she was raised there, 
her family were fishermen, and she lived on Mokuweo for a short time. 
 
She worked for two decades as an archaelogist and started a nonprofit, Mauliola Keʻehi. She 
is here to share her manaʻo. They started the process to change the name two years ago. The 
name was changed from Moku Akulikuli to Mauliola by King Kamehameha V as a place of 
healing. Mauliola carries a cultural meaning of “life force” or “breath of life.” She noted that 
many documents erroneously state that Kahakaʻaulana was destroyed and that Sand Island is 
a “gathering” of different tidal islands. She provided a 1913 fisheries map that shows both 
Mauliola and Kahakaʻaulana. She urged bringing back the mana to this sacred space and use 
the traditional name of Mauliola. 
 
Aaron Magee introduced himself. He is the Executive Director of Global Preservation 
Initiative, a local nonprofit and Adopt-a-Park partner of Mauliola leading the restoration of 
this space for the past three years. 
 
Mauliola has power and cultural meaning to it that Sand Island does not. The public space is 
one of the least visited on the island. He thinks that the name change will bring more public 
awareness and attention to it and to its cultural and historical significance and encourage 
more respect and stewardship.  
 
Mr. Marzan thanked Kēhau and Aaron and others who submitted written testimony on this 
agenda item. If no decision is made today he encouraged those present to solicit others to 
provide additional testimony.  
 
Mr. Farden also thanked the testifiers and expressed his appreciation for the map and the 
information that was shared. He asked the Chair for “time certain” for a decision to be 
made; he is ready to vote today.  
 
Mr. Morales noted that the naming of the State Park was made in the Governor’s Executive 
Order setting aside the land for the park. Changing the name of the park might require 
approval of the Land Board. 
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Ms. Makaila thanked the people who took time out of their day to testify today and for 
taking the time to put together the information to educate the Board. Although she is not a 
lineal descendant of that place, she feels it’s important for the Board to “elevate the voices 
of lineal descendants and those who are knowledgeable and carry kuleana for that place.” 
She too is ready to make a decision and urged the Board to take a vote today. 
 
Mr. Marzan noted that based on Mr. Morales’ comment that changing the name of the State 
Park may require an action by the Land Board, a name change approved by HBGN may 
need to then be presented to the Land Board. 
 

[0:27:55] 
MOTION. Mr. Farden moved to accept the recommendation to rename what is 
now known as Sand Island to Mauliola, and to contribute to whatever effort there 
is to see the name change through. Ms. Makaila seconded the motion. 

 
Mr. Farden stated that the second part of the motion is to find the path forward to effect an 
official name change in the Executive Order for the park.  

 
Ms. Oliveira expressed her mahalo to the testifiers for contributing to the process to restore 
our inoa wahi pana. It’s helpful to the Board’s understanding.to hear from lineal 
descendants and people knowledgeable about these wahi pana. 

 
[0:36:15] 
Mr. Marzan called for a roll call vote: 
 
Ms. Makaila aye 
Mr. Farden aye 
Ms. Oliveira aye 
Mr. Buto aye with reservations 
Mr. Morales aye 
Mr. Marzan aye 
 
Members unanimously approved the motion to accept the recommendation to 
rename what is now known as Sand Island to Mauliola, and to find the path 
forward to effect an official name change for the State Park. 

 
Mr. Marzan thanked the community members for testimony and the Board Members for 
their discussion and decision. 

 
[0:37:30] 
AGENDA ITEM 6: Follow up on the name change from the Island of Hawaiʻi to Hawaiʻi. 
 

Mr. Buto asked for help filling out the US BGN Name Change Form. Mr. Buto will reach 
out to Ms. Zahniser. A form will probably needed for both Hawaiʻi and Mauliola decisions. 
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Ms. Makaila thought that a media release for the Hawaiʻi is not necessary; the media 
response to the decision was pretty minimal. 
 
Mr. Buto noted that on the HBGN website there are placeholders for the rest of the meetings 
in 2026. 
 

[0:44:50] 
Agenda Item 7: Adjourn. 

 
[0:44:55] 
MOTION. Mr. Farden moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Oliveira seconded the motion. 
 
[0:45:15] 
The Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 

 
Mr. Marzan adjourned the meeting at 10:52 a.m. 

 



This document is for those interested in proposing: 
1. A new name for a currently unnamed geographic feature, or
2. A change in name, spelling, or location of an existing name

The Domestic Names Committee (DNC) of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) reviews 
proposals and makes decisions about geographic names for official Federal use. 

I affirm the following: 

I have read through the DNC’s Guidance on Name Proposals and the 
USGS What is the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)? 
webpages before filling out this form. 

I have read the DNC’s Principles, Policies, and Procedures before filling 
out this form. 

I have read through the entire proposal form to determine the necessary 
information needed for the proposal to meet the minimum requirements for 
review. 

I agree to work with BGN staff to answer any follow-up questions about my 
proposal. 

If the geographic name appears in a published source (e.g., book, journal, 
website): I have contacted the staff of The National Map staff 
(tnm_help@usgs.gov) to request that the name be added to the 
Geographic Names Information System, and The National Map staff has 
indicated that I need to submit a proposal to the DNC. 

DO NOT PROCEED UNTIL COMPLETED 

DO NOT PROCEED UNTIL COMPLETED 

https://www.usgs.gov/us-board-on-geographic-names/guidance-name-proposals
https://www.usgs.gov/us-board-on-geographic-names/what-geographic-names-information-system-gnis
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf
mailto:tnm_help@usgs.gov


Preliminary Questions 
   Yes    No 

   Yes    No 

   Yes    No 

   Yes    No 

   Yes    No 

   Yes    No 

   Yes    No 

   Yes    No 

Is your proposal for a kind of feature outside the scope of the DNC’s review? 

See the list of GNIS Domestic Names Feature Classes. The DNC reviews 
proposals affecting the names of natural geographic feature (land or water), 
reservoirs, canals, channels, or unincorporated populated places (communities). 
The DNC does not review proposals for the following feature classes in GNIS: 
Census, Civil, Military, and Populated Places that are incorporated. 

Is your proposal for a feature entirely outside the United States and its territories? 

Is your proposal for a feature that is defined by private or public property 
boundaries? 

Is your proposal only to name part of a larger complete geographic feature? 

Is your proposal for a feature entirely within the exterior bounds of a federally 
recognized Tribe’s reservation or trust lands? 

Use the USGS The National Map viewer, the USGS Protected Areas Database of 
the United States (PAD-US) viewer, the 2020 Census Tribal Tract Reference Map, 
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs Tract Viewer to determine this. 

Exception: In the case of features entirely within the exterior bounds of a federally 
recognized Tribe’s reservation or trust lands, the BGN will defer to the Tribe’s 
government to determine the appropriate name for Federal use. A Tribe does not 
need to use this form but instead may make a request in writing on the Tribe’s 
letterhead to the BGN either by email or regular mail (see addresses below). 

If the feature is already named, was the name established by congressional 
legislation, Executive order, Presidential proclamation, or directly by the Secretary 
of the Interior? 

Is the U.S. Congress currently considering naming or renaming the feature? 

Use Congress.gov to determine if any legislation is pending. 

Does your proposed name contain one of the words considered derogatory by the 
Department of the Interior and the BGN? 

See Policy V of the BGN’s Principles, Policies, and Procedures. 

Does the proposed name refer to anyone who either is still living or has been 
decreased for fewer than five years? 

   Yes    No 

If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, do not complete this 
application. The BGN will not consider your proposal.

DO NOT PROCEED UNTIL COMPLETED 

https://www.usgs.gov/us-board-on-geographic-names/gnis-domestic-names-feature-classes
https://apps.nationalmap.gov/viewer/viewer/index.html?marker=-93.263867%2C31.0557675%2C4326%2C%2C%2C&level=15
https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/
https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/
https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/
https://www.census.gov/geographies/reference-maps/2020/geo/2020-census-tribal-tract.html
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/49fe6d3b860d47c588db75074fa42309
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/49fe6d3b860d47c588db75074fa42309
https://www.congress.gov/


The U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) is responsible for standardizing the 
names of geographic features within the 50 States and in other areas under the 
sovereignty of the United States.  The BGN retains the legal authority to promulgate all 
official names and locations of natural features (e.g. mountains, rivers, valleys), as well 
as canals, channels, reservoirs, and other select feature types. 

This form is to propose a new name or name, spelling, or application change for a 
geographic feature for Federal use.  A proponent should carefully review the proposal 
prior to submission to ensure that it is consistent with the BGN policies and accurate to 
the best of your knowledge.  Please note all fields with a red asterisk are required prior 
to submitting this form. 

The proponent should also be aware that the entire proposal – including personal 
identifying information and any associated correspondence – is in the public domain 
and may be made publicly available at any time. 

Please refer to the instruction manual in order to complete this proposal form.  Failure to 
complete this form properly will result in the proposal not being considered until 
corrections have been made. 

The completed proposal can be submitted in two ways: 
1. Download and email this form and supporting to: BGNExec@usgs.gov

a. Save PDF with a file name that includes the proposed name.
b. Email the PDF as an attachment with a Subject line that includes the

proposed name and State in which the feature is located.

2. Send by mail to:
U.S. BGN Executive Secretary, Domestic Names 
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS-523 
Reston, VA 20192 

Please note that materials submitted via US Mail will result in longer processing times. 

Please direct all questions and communication to BGNExec@usgs.gov. 

Domestic Geographic Name Proposal Form 

mailto:BGNExec@usgs.gov
mailto:BGNExec@usgs.gov


Name Details 

What is the proposed name? 

What type of proposal is this? 

to name a feature that has no official name in GNIS (complete Section A below) 

to change or correct an official name recorded in GNIS (complete Section B below) 

to change or correct the location of an official name in GNIS (complete Section C below) 

to change or correct an official name and the location of that name in GNIS (complete Sections 
B and C below) 

Section A: New names 

I have checked GNIS to ensure that there is no official name.    Yes    No 

Why does the officially unnamed geographic feature need an official name for Federal use? (300 
characters max.) 

What is the meaning and significance of this name? (300 characters) 

Why is the name you are proposing appropriate for this officially unnamed feature? (300 characters) 

Is the proposed name in published use?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
• Have you emailed tnm_help@usgs.gov to request that the name be added

directly to GNIS and been told that the name must be a BGN proposal 
because the publication is NOT an authoritative source? 

   Yes    No 

• Provide evidence of published use. List sources and send as email attachments. (500 characters)

Is the proposed name in current local unpublished use?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
• Provide evidence of local use. List sources and send as email attachments. (500 characters)



Section B: Name changes 

What is the current GNIS name? 

What is the current GNIS Feature ID? 
(7 characters)
Why should the name be changed for Federal use? (300 characters) 

Is there any local disagreement about the proposed name?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
• Explain any local disagreement. (500 characters)

What is the meaning and significance of this name? (300 characters) 

Why is the name you are proposing appropriate as a name change for this officially named feature? 
(300 characters) 

Is the proposed name in published use?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
• Have you emailed tnm_help@usgs.gov to request that the correction or

change be made directly in GNIS and been told that the correction or change 
must be a BGN proposal because the GNIS name was NOT an error from the 
original authoritative source? 

   Yes    No 

• Provide evidence of published use. List sources and send as email attachments. (500 characters)

Is the proposed name in current local unpublished use?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
• Provide evidence of local use. List sources and send as email attachments. (500 characters)

   Yes    No Is there any local disagreement about the proposed name change? 

If yes: 
• Explain any local disagreement. (300 characters)



Section C: Location changes 

What is the current GNIS Feature ID? (7 characters)

What are the current coordinates in GNIS?  

Why should the location be changed for Federal use? (300 characters) 

Is the proposed location in published use?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
• Have you emailed tnm_help@usgs.gov to request that the correction or

change be made directly in GNIS and been told that the correction or change 
must be a BGN proposal because the GNIS location was NOT an error from 
the original authoritative source? 

   Yes    No 

• Provide evidence of published use. List sources and send as email attachments. (500 characters)

Is the proposed location in current local unpublished use?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
• Provide evidence of local use. List sources and send as email attachments. (500 characters)

Is there any local disagreement about the proposed location change?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
• Explain any local disagreement. (500 characters)

Location Details
What GNIS feature type best fits the feature? (20 characters)

Review the list of GNIS feature classes and their definitions. Please note that the DNC does not 
review proposals to name or rename Census, Civil, or Military features. The DNC does not review 
proposals to name or rename incorporated populated places. 

Provide information about the feature’s location: 
• If the feature is elevated (GNIS classes Pillar, Range, Ridge, Summit), what are the coordinates of

the highest point? (50 characters)

• If the feature is linear (GNIS classes Arroyo, Stream, Valley), what are the coordinates of the
mouth/lower end and the source/upper end? (50 characters)

https://www.usgs.gov/us-board-on-geographic-names/gnis-domestic-names-feature-classes


• If the feature is not elevated or linear (all other GNIS classes), what are the coordinates of the
approximate center? (50 characters)

• In what State or States is the feature located?

• In what county/counties or equivalent(s) is the feature located?

• In what incorporated city/town/township/borough is the feature located? Use the USGS The
National Map viewer to determine if the feature is within an incorporated place.(50 characters)

Describe the full shape and extent of the feature (length, width, height/elevation, shape, and general 
extent as applicable) (300 characters)

Who owns or manages the land containing the feature? Use the USGS Protected Areas Database of 
the United States (PAD-US) viewer to determine the land manager. 

What is the name of the landowner(s) or manager(s)? (300 characters) 

If private landowners or managers are involved, provide evidence by email that they are aware you 
are submitting a proposal to the BGN. (500 characters)

What is your interest in the name of this feature? (300 characters) 

Policy Information 

Names Considered or Established by Congress or the President 

   Yes    No 

   Yes    No 

Was the feature’s name established by Executive order or Presidential 
proclamation? 

Was the feature’s name established by congressional legislation? 

Is the feature currently being considered for naming or renaming by Congress? 

Use Congress.gov to determine if any legislation is pending to name or rename 
the feature. 

   Yes    No 

https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/
https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=18
https://www.congress.gov/


Name Changes 

Is the proposal to change an existing name in GNIS?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
• Why should the name be changed? (300 characters)

  Yes   No 

  Yes   No 

  Yes   No 

• Is the proposed change to bring official Federal usage into agreement with
well-established local usage and/or with present-day local support?
If yes, provide evidence of this by email attachments.

• Is the proposed change to eliminate a name that is duplicative, confusing,
or was established on the basis of incorrect information?
If yes, provide evidence of this by email attachments.

• Is the official name in GNIS the name of a person or family?

If yes, why should this name be changed? (300 characters)

Commemorative Names 

Is the proposed name the name of a person or family?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
  Yes   No 

  Yes   No 

• Has the person or persons been deceased for more than five (5) years?

• Could the proposed name be construed to refer to a living person?

If yes, who? (300 characters)

• Provide a brief biography of the person(s) including birth and death dates. (350 characters)

Provide a death certificate, link to an official obituary in a local newspaper, and/or other 
evidence of the date of death in supporting documentation by email. 

• What was the person’s direct or long-term association with the feature? (350 characters)

• If applicable, what was the person’s significant contribution to the community, area, or state
around the feature? (350 characters, next page)

https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=19
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=21


• If applicable, what was the person’s outstanding national or international recognition? (350
characters)

  Yes   No • Is the proposed name the full name of a person?

• If yes, why should their full name be used? (350 characters)

Wilderness Area Geographic Names 

Is the feature in a Federal wilderness, wilderness study area, or proposed 
wilderness? (for new names only) 

Use the USGS Protected Areas Database of the United States (PAD-US) viewer 
to determine if the feature is located in a wilderness or wilderness study area; 
note that proposed wildernesses in National Park Service lands are not included 
in PAD-US. 

   Yes    No 

If yes, what is the overriding need to name the feature? (300 characters) 

Derogatory and Offensive Names 

Does the proposed name contain one of the words considered derogatory by the 
Department of the Interior and the BGN? 

   Yes    No 

Does the proposed name include a word that is derogatory or offensive to a 
particular racial or ethnic group, gender, or religious group? 

   Yes    No 

For name changes only: The BGN does not determine if a word is derogatory or 
offensive. Does the current official name contain a word considered derogatory or 
offensive? 

   Yes    No 

If yes, why do you think the word is derogatory or offensive? (300 characters) 

How does the proposed name relate to the current official name? (300 characters) 

https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=23
https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=25


Is the proposed name the same as a nearby official name recorded in GNIS or an 
unofficial name in local use? 

   Yes    No 

If yes, how far away is the duplicate name? (50 characters) 

Is the proposed name similar to a nearby official name recorded in GNIS or an 
unofficial name in local use? 

   Yes    No 

If yes, how far away is the similar name? (50 characters) 

Variant Names 

For name changes only: Is the proposed name more suitable as a variant 
recorded in GNIS rather than for consideration as an official name change? 

   Yes    No 

Diacritics 

Does the proposed name contain diacritics?    Yes    No 

If yes, Are the diacritics listed in Appendix G or could they be formed by 
characters in Appendix G? (Please note that additional characters have 
been approved for use) 

  Yes   No 

Long Names 

Is the proposed name overly long?    Yes    No 

If yes, why is the long name appropriate? (300 characters) 

   Yes    No 

Tribal Geographic Names 

Is the feature entirely on lands under the jurisdiction of a Tribe? 

Use the USGS The National Map viewer, the USGS Protected Areas Database of 
the United States (PAD-US) viewer, the 2020 Census Tribal Tract Reference Map, 
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs Tract Viewer to determine if the feature falls on 
Tribal lands.

Is the feature partially on lands under the jurisdiction of a Tribe?    Yes    No 

If yes, which Tribe? 

Duplicate and Similar Names 

https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=29
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=27
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=77
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=30
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=31
https://apps.nationalmap.gov/viewer/viewer/index.html?marker=-93.263867%2C31.0557675%2C4326%2C%2C%2C&level=15
https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/
https://maps.usgs.gov/padusdataexplorer/
https://www.census.gov/geographies/reference-maps/2020/geo/2020-census-tribal-tract.html
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/49fe6d3b860d47c588db75074fa42309


Are you a member of a federally recognized Tribe?    Yes    No 

If yes, which Tribe? 

Are you submitting this proposal on behalf of a Tribal government or Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer? 

        Yes    No 

If yes, provide their name and contact information, and attach evidence they endorse this 
proposal. 

Does the proposed name honor or refer to Native Americans, their language, or 
culture? 

   Yes    No 

If yes, review, follow, and respond to the Cultural Sensitivity for Native American Names. 

Commercial Names 

Is the proposed name related in any way to a business, product, or enterprise 
(including schools and non-profits)? 

   Yes    No 

  Yes   No If yes, is the primary purpose of the proposal to promote or publicize a 
business, product, or enterprise? 

How long has the business or enterprise been associated with the feature? 

If no, what is the evidence that the name is not being used for this purpose? (500 characters) 

Could the proposed name be construed to be associated with, promote, or 
publicize a business, product, or enterprise? 

   Yes    No 

If yes, explain how and why.  (300 characters)

   Yes    No Is the name or any part of it trademarked? 

If yes, does the trademark owner give permission to allow the name to be 
applied to a geographic feature? 

  Yes   No 

(20 characters)

If yes, provide evidence of this by email attachments. 

https://www.usgs.gov/us-board-on-geographic-names/cultural-sensitivity-native-american-names
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=38


Is the proposed name the name of a pet, service animal, or work animal?    Yes    No 

If yes: 
  Yes   No 

  Yes   No 

• Has the animal been deceased for more than five (5) years?

• Could the proposed name be construed to refer to a living person?

If yes, who? (100 characters)

• Provide a brief biography of the animal including a death date. (500 characters)

Provide evidence of the date of death in supporting documentation by email. 

• What was the animal’s direct or long-term association with the feature? (300 characters)

• If applicable, what was the animal’s significant contribution to the community, area, or region
around the feature? (300 characters)

Proponent Details 

Provide your contact information. 

Name 

Email address 

Mailing address 

Phone number 

Are you representing any group, organization, elected body, or any other entity 
and submitting the proposal on behalf of them with their knowledge and support? 

   Yes    No 

If yes, send written communication (email, letter) showing that the group knows about this and 
supports the proposal by email. 

Are you a member of any group that is or could be an interested party in the 
name of this feature? 

   Yes    No 

If yes, send written communication (email, letter) showing that the group knows about this and 
supports the proposal by email. 

Animal Names 



Are you completing this form for someone else? If so, that person will be recorded 
as the proponent. 

   Yes    No 

If yes, provide their contact information 

Name 

Email address 

Mailing address 

Phone number 



The Hawaiʻi Board on Geographic Names at its February 13, 2026 meeting voted to approve 
the name change of “Sand Island” to “Mauliola” pursuant to the Honolulu City Council’s 
Resolution No. 25-63 and following testimony from community members, service 
organizations, and lineal descendants of the area.  
 
[mention Land Board’s review?] 
 
This name change has been submitted to the US Board on Geographic Names (US BGN) for 
its review. If approved, “Mauliola” will be listed in the US BGN’s geographic names 
information system (GNIS) as the primary name for the island and federal agencies will be 
required to use that name in official maps and documents. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Radiant Cordero, Councilmember 
Honolulu City Council 
 
Siana Hunt, President 
Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association Hawaii 
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