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Table 1.1

EARLIEST RECORDED PLACE NAMES FOR THE MAUNA KEA SUMMIT PLATEAU REGION

Documentation Summit Waiau and Lake Poliahu Adze Quarry Within Summit Plateau

Wiltse Map (1862) Pond Poliahu Pond Poliahu Kaluahakai Laimakeloa Kamahakalau

Boundary Commission Puu o kukahauula Waiau (water Poliahu (on side Kaluakaakoi Lanikepue Makanaka
Book for Hawaii (highest peak) in gulch) of the moun- (a cave.. . (a pali) (a large
(1873) tam) stone adzes) ahu)

Waiau (pond Poliahu (cave Kaluakaakoi Kamakahalau
of water) where Lilinoe (two times) (a hill)

lived)

Waiau Poliahu Kamakahalau
(three (five times) (one time)
times)

NOTES: Place names are grouped only by similar name or probable location, as most could not be consistently or
reliably correlated with specific topographic features. Descriptive characteristics (e.g., hill, pond, pali,
etc.) are listed with each place name when given in the native testimonies. Names mentioned without descrip
tions are listed with the total number of times that name appears in the Humuula testimonies.
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Table 12.

CORRELATIONS BETWEEN NAMED CINDER CONES (OR PEAKS) AND AN ADZE QUARRY CAVE
AS DESIGNATED ON FIVE MAPS BETWEEN 1884 AND 1956, MAUNA KEA QUADRANGLE.

Maps Place Names of the Summit Cones

1884-91 Summit
Lyons1 Kukahauula Waiau Lilinoe

1892 Sunimit2 Poliahu2 Waiau Waiau2 Lilinoe
Alexander

1925-26 Summit Puu Lake Waiau Lilinoe
U.S. Coast Poliahu Waiau Crater
and Geodetic
Survey

1937 Puu Kea Macrae Puu Douglas Goodrich Lake Puu Puu
Gregory and Cone Poliahu Cone Waiau Waiau Lilinoe
Wentworth

1956 Puu Wekiu3 Puu Kea Puu Puu Puu Puu Hau Lake Puu Puu
U.S. Geologi- Hauoki3 Poliahu Pohaku3 Kea3 Waiau Waiau Lilinoe
cal Survey

Maps Place Names in the Summit Plateau Region

1884-91 Kaupo White Hill Papale
Lyons1 Red Hill Makanaka koki

1892 Keonehehee2 Keanakakoi Red Hill Makanaka Papale
Alexander Kaupo koki

1925-26
U.S. Coast Keonehehee2 Puu Keanakakoi Red Hill Puu
and Geodetic Kookoolau Makanaka
Survey

1937
Gregory and Keonehehee2 Keanakakoi Puu Puu Puu Ala Puu PuuMahoe Poepoe Hoaka MakanakaWentworth

1956
U.S. Geologi- Keonehehee2 Puu Keanakakoi Puu Puu Puu Ala Puu Red Hill Puu PapaleKookoolau Mahoe Poepoe Hoaka Makanaka kokical Survey

‘Some place names and accompanying notes on this map appear to have been written at different times and/or by
different people. These variations are in keeping with the map’s title (i.e., Information Map) and time span
given on the label, but they raise the possibility that names from different time periods were added.

2Names reported by Alexander to be “genuine native names” with the exception of Poliahu. He attached the name
Poliahu to this “nameless peak” in honor of the “demigoddess” who appears in the “Legend of Laieikawai.” In
Alexander’s table, the highest peak is listed as Kukahauula, although this name does not appear on his 1892
map (Preston 1895:596).

3Names given to L.W. Bryan “by the old Hawaiians in the early 1920’s” (Schmitt l974a).
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Table 1.3

LITERAL TRANSLATIONS OF PLACE NAMES
FOUND ON THE CURRENT U.S.G.S. QUADRANGLE

Name Translation

Keanakako’i the adze-making cave

Keonehehe’e the sliding sand

Lake Waiau swirling water

Papalekoki no literal translation

Pu’u Ala trail cone

Pu’u Hau Kea white snow peak

Pu’u Hau’oki frosty peak

Pu’u Hoaka crescent cone

Pu’u Kea white peak

Pu’u Ko’oko’olau beggar-tick hill

Pu’u Lilinoe mists (see Myths and Legends)

Pu’u Mahoe twin cones

Pu’u Makanaka no literal translation

Pu’u Poepoe round cone

Pu’u Pohaku rocky peak

Pu’u Poli’ahu garment for the bosom (refer
ring to snow)
(see Myths and Legends)

Pu’u Waiau swirling water peak

4’u’u Wekiu summit

SOURCES: Place Names of Hawaii (Pukui, Elbert, and
Mookini 1974) and the Department of Planning and Eco
nomic Development Memorandum on Official Names (Marks
1974b).

Note the descriptive nature of most names applied to
cinder cones since 1925-26 as opposed to the more ob
scure or uncertain meanings of older place names.
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

   ,, JOHN A. BURNS
....' '!   '' '{'   Governor

SHELLEY M. MARK
Director

EDWARD J. GREANEY, JR. 
Deputy Director

250 South King St. / Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 / P. 0. Box 2359 / Honolulu. Hawaii 96804

MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 13, 1974

TO: Mr. E. H. Bryan, Jr.
Dr. Samuel Elbert
Mr. Richard Paglinawan
Mr. Kazutaka Saiki
Mr. Robert C. Schmitt
Mr. J. 0. Kiliri3.rtin
Mr. Libert K. Landgraf
Mr. L. W. Bryan t
Mr. Donald J. Orth
Honorable Shunichi Kimura
Mr. Sunao Kido

SUBJECT: Official names of cones on 
. Mauna Kea

FROM: ryjli

This is to inform you of my decision regarding the names of ten cones 
atop Mauna Kea. I am establishing these names for use on official maps, 
documents and signs of the State of Hawaii, in accordance with the authority 
delegated to me by Governor John A. Burns on December 1967.

A request for official action on these names was made by Mr. J. 0. 
Kilmartin, formerly of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names. The matter was 
carefully studied by the Advisory Committee on Geographic Names, which relied 
heavily on recommendations made by Mr. L. W. Bryan and Mr. Libert K. Landgraf. 
both of whom (like Mr. Kilmartin) are well acquainted with the area in question,

All ten cones are located at or near the top of Mauna Kea, the highest 
mountain in the State, in Kaohe ahupuaa, Hamakua district, Hawaii County. On 
State tax maps they appear in the Third Division, Zone 4, Section 4, Plat 15.

The ten names hereby approved are as follows:

Puu Ala: elcv. 3,706 m. (12,160 ft.); 19°50'45" N., 155°26'47" W. The 
name means "trail cone."

Puu Hau Kea: elev. 4,097 m. (13,441 ft.); 19°49'00" N., 155°28'27" W. 
The name means "white snow peak". Variant: Goodrich Cone (after the Rev. 
Joseph Goodrich, first non-Hawaiian to reach the top of Mauna Kea, in 1823).

Puu Hau'oki; elev. 4,157 m. (13,640 ft.); 19°49 f 45" N. , 155°28'30" W. 
Translated as "frosty peak". Variant: Macrae Cone, after James Macrae, a 
botanist who visited the summit in 1825.

^.,:-.-.-...:i*rl-aJuaL<,-
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MEMO - Cones on Mauna Kea
Page 2
March 13, 1974

Puu Hoaka: elev. 3,680m. (12,075 ft.); 19°51'17" N., 155°26'25" W. 
Translated as "crescent cone."

Puu Kea: elev. 4,190 m. (13,747 ft.); 19°49'43" N. , 155*28'18" W. 
Translated as "white peak."

Puu Mahoe; elev. 4,009 m. (13,154 ft.); 19°50'20" N., 155°27 T 50" W. 
Translated as "twin cones." ..,

Puu Poepoe: elev. 3,864 m. (12,679 ft.); 19°50'15" N., 155°26'57" W. 
Translated as "round cone."

Puu Pohaku: elev. 4,019 ra. (13,186 ft.); 19°49'37" N. , 155°29'40" W. 
Translated as "rocky peak." Variant: Douglas Cone, after David Douglas, 
the botanist who climbed Mauna Kea in 1834.

liau: elev
Translated as swirlimi water

GV. 4,205 m. (13,796 ft.); 19°49' N. , 155°28 f W. Trans
lated as summit . Variant: Kukahaula.
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