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FORWARD 

The purpose of this work is to consider the Hawaiian 
I 

name of Punchbowl, a crater and temple site in Honolulu. In 

searching for the "proper" spelling and pronunciation of a 

place name, one must look at the concept of place naming, 

the historic and geographical or geological uniqu eness of 

the place and the changing importance of the area to those 

who use the name, Many names have been used for the area 

and they are listed for reference on pages 16-18, The form 

Puowaina is employed throughout this paper, based on 

frequency of use and in keeping with the city's adoption of 

that form for the road that circles the crater. Its use 

here represents all of the variations that were recorded for 

this site. 

In an effort to understand what Puowaina repres ented to 

the Hawaiian speaker who used the name, as well as what it 

represents today, this paper offers a collection of various 

names used for Puowaina, stories told about it, and historic 

deeds enac ted concerning the area, all of which might enable 

the reader to decide on a preferred form of the name for 

use. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In ancient Hawai'i, place names played a very important 

role in the use of the Hawaiian language. In addition to 

their locational value (denoting specific places) the names 

conveyed other information and were used in sev~ral ways. 

The names bestowed by Hawaiians were often descriptive, 

carrying information about the physical nature of the named 

site or relating information about the actions that occurred 

there. Each place name offers a different example: 

Ke-awa-'ula: 

Wai-'anae: 

the-red-bay, (describes the 
extent of the muhe'e (squid) 
which gathered there in such 
numbers as to make the sea 
seem red). (21:105) 

mullet-water, (describes how 
in this dry land water was 
treated as a special 
commodity). (72) 

Historic and legendary references were often included 

in place names and can be seen in such examples as: 

Ka-iwi-o-Pele 

Pohaku-o-Kaua' i 

The-bones-of-Pele (recalling a 
battle of the goddess, Pele, 
in which her bones were thrown 
about). (21:71) 

Stone-of-Kaua' i isl and 
(connoting the demi-god Maui's 
a ttempt to pull Kaua' i and 
O'ahu islands toge ther). 
(21:187) 
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FIGURE 4. Puowaina (ca. 1870 1 s). 

Puowaina as viewed from the fields to the south, called 
Kulaokahu'a (plain of the boundary). A small building can 
be seen on the rim of the crater - most likely a part of the 
battery complex that dotted the crater's edge. (Bishop 
Museum, Neg. No. 74240) 
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and 

Ke-ala-i-kahiki The-pathway-to-Tahiti. 
(Channel where voyages to 
foreign lands were begun). 
(21:101) 

Hawaiian place names then had understandable meanings, 

connoting stories or features that were well-known. These 

names were in turn used in formal speech (proverbs, prose, 

poe try and poetic speech) in such a way as to utilize their 

l i t e r a l and / or connotative meanings. (21:266-271) 

Us e of a certain name in a chant or a well-composed 

witticism drew on these literal and connotative meanings of 

a name, calling to the mind of the listener other proverbs 

or say ings related to the site. Nu'uanu, "highest 

place -cold", could then be used if the composer wished to 

connot e any of the following: 

O'ahu island 

cold 

high rank or station 

(where Nu'uanu is located); 

(from anu); 

(from nu'u); 

the famous battle which occurred there; 

a person from the area. 

Any of these meanings could be implied by the composer; 

t he highlighted meanings would be determined by the poetic 

t one of the chant or phrase and by the other refer enc es 

therein. It is by reason of this complex use of 

alliteration and metaphor in formal speech that a composer 

was called a Haku Mele: a weaver of songs. 
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FIGURE 5 Aerial View of Puowaina (1927). 
Armed Forces, Bishop Museum. 
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Use of Hawaiian place names has changed; today 86% of 

the place names in Hawai 'i are in Hawaiian while speakers of 

the Hawaiian language number only a few thousand. (21:x) 

This means that very few people can readily understand even 

the literal meanings of place names. The historical 

references and other connotative values of the names are 
' 

understood only by well-versed speakers of Hawaiian and by 

students of the language and culture. This gap in 

understanding is widening because while the number of 

well-versed speakers of Hawaiian is decreasing, the number 

of place names using the Hawaiian language is increasing by 

legislative mandate. (60) 

Those who do not understand the language use Hawaiian 

place names strictly for a locational function. The names 

only serve to identify one specific site from another and 

convey no additional information. Care to insure proper 

pronunciat ion or spelling is not taken and so the 

traditional meanings contained in the name are not 

reflected. When this continues over a period of time the 

traditional meanings can be lost unless they are recorded in 

available sources. 

Even among well-versed speakers of Hawaiian today, many 

place name meanings are not clearly understood and othe rs 

are lost to memory. In existing literature many of the 

place names are clearly explained, while some names a re 
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explained with several opposi ng meani ngs by different 

"expert" sources; others have had no unders t andable meanings 

recorded for them. (21:262) For these names with no clear 

meanings, only historic research and reconstruction can 

clarify what the traditional meaning of the name could have 

been. Reconstruction of the traditional meanings of a place 
f 

name can only be theoretical, based on the information 

contained in the name and on writings or oral traditions 

about the name that may be available. 

For most names there are many ways that the name can be 

divided into its component words. Multiple homonyms exist 

for most components which lead to different literal 

meanings . To complicate the problem, if a name's meaning 

has become obscure, there are probably a number of spellings 

avai lable, each with different divisions. The correct 

mean ing may no longer be available by which to check proper 

pronunciation and spelling; which in turn reflect the name's 

meani ng. Throughout this paper spellings of Hawaiian words 

are represented in the orthography of the 'Ahahui 'Olelo 

Hawai' i (Hawaiian Language Association) for consistency. 

Older spellings have been updated to conform. 

The onl y guide by which to choose from the number of 

possible spellings and literal meanings for a certain place 

name is the written and oral literature that pertains to the 

place. By comparing the spe llings used by different 
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authors, the pronunciation used by native speakers, the 

interpretati ons of the name, the stories about the named 

area and the manner in which the name is used in formal 

language, one can surmise that certain interpretations of 

the name a re more plausible than others. (21:254) This 

pertinent information for a place name is a very important 
' 

window upon its meaning as intended by those who named it. 

The remainder of thi s paper is a collection of 

background material pertai ning to Puowaina, the place known 

by many today as Punchbowl. The variety of materi al should 

allow the reader to consider Puowaina and its many 

variations in light of the physical, traditional, and 

historic context in which the name exists. 
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FIGURE 6 Puowaina from Kewalo (ca. 1900) . 

Puowaina as seen from the Kewalo salt beds. 
(Bishop Museum) 
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NAME VARIATIONS 

Many spellings and interpretations exist for the name 

Puowaina, which was commonly replaced by the English, 

Punchbowl, (at least in the English speaking community). 

The fi rst wri tt en reference to the area was in 1823, using 

the English name, Punchbowl. (8:12) This early frequent 

r eplacement by the English name in th e public record 

(newspape rs , maps, and books) fragmented the usage of the 

Hawaiian name and the perpetuation of its meaning. By 

al lowing use of Punchbowl when a proper spe lling of Puowa ina 

wasn't known by the writer, perpetuation of a conventional 

fo r m of the name was not fostered. 

Use of the written Hawaiian name did not occur until 

t he 1840 ' s (62) and an explanation of its associated meaning 

did not occur in print until the end of the last century 

(6); a 50-year gap. Written use of the Hawaiian name is far 

less common than use of the English. Different variations 

of the Hawaiian name Puowaina have been advocated by a 

number of experts, many of them Hawaiian, and yet a great 

dea l of disagreement exists over meaning and spelling. 

It is impossible to state for certain that one form is 

the original name or even the traditional one. However, by 

comparing the meanings of the names with the traditions that 

pertain to the area, 
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one can show that a certain form is more likely than others. 

Consider the name variations, along with the legends and 

history that relates to the area. 

Some of these variations, as recorded in multiple 

written sources, are listed below in order of frequency in 

the available literature. They are represented in ' Ahahui 
I 

' Olelo Hawai' i orthography as follows: 

Puowaina - a poetic contraction of Pu'u-o-waiho-'ana, 
hill-of-placing, connoting the placing of 
sacrifices atop the hill on the historically 
recorded altar of human sacrifice there. (21:195) 
(39)(66)(50)(51)(52)(40)(43)(11:vol.6:199) 
( 11 : VO 1 , 5 : 14 4 ) ( 5 4 : 1 ) ( 3 2 : 8 ) ( 2 6 : 2 9 1 ) ( 2 7 : 18 2 ) ( 2 5 ) 
(1:36)(65)(63)(55)(30:668)(48:6)(34:25)(46:1) 
(16:224)(58:28) 

Pu'uowaina - a less uncontracted form of Puowaina, 
above, same meaning as above entry. 
( 41 ) ( 1 : 3 5 ) ( 6 4 ) ( 2 6 : 2 9 1 )( 15 ) 

Puowaena - hill-of-the-middle, central hill, referring 
to the location between Le'ahi and Kapukaki in the 
plain of the Kona district. (8:xxviii)(54) 

Pu'oina - hill-sharpness or superiority, superior hill, 
reference to the kapu of the temples there. 
(44)(48:30) 

- 16 -



The following name variations occurred in a single 

source and are listed here in alphabetical order: 

Puawai - hill-made-by-water, water made hill, no clear 
reference. (2:488) 

Puawaina - hill-where-are-made-deposits, hill for 
placing, reference to sacrifices. (2:488) 

r 

Puoaina - hill-of coition. (57:131) 

Pu'oi 'oina - hill-superior-superiority, same as 
Pu'oina, superior hill, but intensified. (26:291) 

Pu'oi 'oina - hill-of-night-marchers-here. (47:21) 

Pu'uho'ano - hill-reverence-to-the-highest-degree, hill 
of highest reverence. (54:1) 

Pu ' u ' io'io - hill-taper, tapering hill. (24:881) 

Pu'u ' io ' io' ina - hill-of-resting-place, a place to rest 
when traveling between Waikiki and Kane ' ohe. 
(48:30) 

Pu'uoha ina - hili-of-sacrifice. (3:93) 

Pu'uowaina - hill-of-brisk-action, strike-now-hill. 
<41:21> naW 

Pu'uwaina - hili -p~in~;1 p~ ng hill , reference to 
placing human sacrifices there . (53:262) 

Puwaina - contracted form of above entry. (63) 
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In addition to literature sources, contemporary 

unprinted sources exist. The following are two variations 

on the name as collected by this writer: 

Pu'uowaina - hill-of-wine, i.e. Punchbowl Hill. (73) 

Pu ' uowaina - hill-of-roar-from-afar, a reference to the 
roar of the ceremonies of the tempLes. (71) 
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FIGURE 7. Piiowa i na ( 18 72) 

From Uni on Street in 1872, (near Hotel and Bishop Streets 
today), showing PTiowaina as a major landmark of the city. 
(R.J. Baker collection, Bishop Museum.) 

- 19 -



ORIGINS 

Geologic Origins 

Puowaina, situated directly behind Honolulu's business 

and governmen t center, is a circular volcanic crater 550 ft. 

tall whose fluted edges serve as a backdrop for Honolulu's 

city life. The crater, of a kind called "tuff cone", sits 

south of, and at a right angle to the Ko'olau mountain 

range, a long ridge of mountains that make up the backbone 

of the easte rn half of O'ahu. 

The volcanic activity that had spawned the rest of the 

island of O'ahu had died almost 3 million years before the 

r eawaken ing geologic forces that created Puowaina's 

free-standing cone occurred. This late surge of volcanic 

power is well described i n Doug Carlson's book Hill of 

Sacrifice: (4) 

"The sea around [the island] rose and fell as 
great glaciers, thousands of miles away, formed 
and melted. The rising sea inundated much of the 
island, climbed at least 250 feet higher than 
now, then receded another 300 feet lower than the 
present shoreline. Some th r ee million years ago 
the activity appeared to cease. 
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But a quarter of a million years ago the land 
c racked again in a north-south direction across a 
mountain chain. At the south end of the island , 
magma - unde r g round molten lava, collided wit h 
r ocks saturated wi th sea water and expl os i ons 
broke out along th e coral r e ef. The eruption s 
f l a tt ened th e va ll ey fl oor and built a s e ri es of 
t u f f cones arou nd th e end of the i s l and, cones of 
cinde r and br own ash, c ha ract e ri zed by t hei r 
wide, saucer- shaped c r a t e r s ... 

. . . Geologists tel l us tha t Pudchbowl was 
c r ea t ed i n a single day - pe r haps in j us t a f ew 
hours - as s uperhea t ed volcanic gas and s t eam 
tore through the ear t h, blasting mud, ash and 
rock in t o the ai r to form a nea rl y circu l a r t uff 
cone. They even te ll us wit h cer t a in ty whi ch way 
the wind was blowing t hat day so many thousands 
of years ago. Punc hbowl's highes t eleva ti on is 
on its sou t hwest r im, wh i c h mea ns t he no rt heast 
tradewinds were blowing at t he time of t he 
eruption ... an ancient wea t her repor t 
con t ou r ed in ea rt h and s t one . " ( 4: 4,8,9) 
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Mythological Orig i ns 

The Hawaiians have a mythological account of 

the geologic past of these islands and they credit the 

creation of land forms such as Puowaina to Pele, one of the 

deities of fire and volcanoes within the Hawaiian pantheon 

of l eg endary super-humans. 

According to legend, Pele came to the Hawaiian Islands 

af ter t he creation of the major land forms. Pele and her 

c l a n were escaping battle in Kahiki, (4) seeking a peaceful 

ex i s t e nce in new lands of volcanic fire. (22:48) Beginning 

t hei r search at the northernmost end of the island chain, 

Pe le 's group investigated each island, found it less than 

des irable, and moved on to the next. 

Reaching the island of O'ahu, Pele probed the earth 

with the wizard rod named Paoa and the twin craters Aliamanu 

and Aliapa'akai appeared. (9:xxvii-xxix) (23:9) The clan 

dwelt here for a time, but finding the site too shallow, 

Pele quenched the fires and the clan moved on. The craters 

r emained in days past, both saturated with water. Today, 

the crater waters, one fresh, and one brackish, have been 

mostly drained to allow for residential construction. 

Moving southward, Pele's wizard rod brought forth 

Puowaina and then Le'ahi (Diamond Head) across the plain of 

the Kan a district. While on O'ahu, Pele spent her time 

between these 
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two volcanic cones and even considered the lands of 

Pele'ula, below Puowaina , as a permanent home. The chant of 

her survey of O'ahu tells the sto r y: 

Ke kii nei makou e 'imi i kahi e noho ai 
A loa'a ma Pele'ula: 
0 Kapo'ulakina'u ka wahine; 
A loa'a i ka lae kapu o Maka-pu'u. 
I laila pau ke kuleana ... 

Here we stand seeking a place to dwell 
And find it at Pele'ula: 
Kapo'ulakina'u i s the woman; 
And is found at the sacred cape, Makapu'u. 
At that place lies the boundary of our interest 

(9:xxviii) 

Finally, deciding that O'ahu was not suitable as an 

abode for her clan, Pele led them to Maui to test her 

divining rod there. When she left, she extinguished the 

fires of Puowaina and Le'ahi. The crater of Puowaina would 

erupt again one day - but that story appea r s in a later 

chapter. (page 27) 
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FIGURE 8 PITowaina and Le'ahi from Aliapa'akai. 

The volcanic cones of Puowaina (center) and Le ' ahi (ri g ht 
rear) as seen from Aliapa'akai. All of these volcanic 
craters are credited to the demi-goddess Pele, who raised 
them up in her search for volcanic fire. (Bishop Museum) 
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THE LEGENDS 

The Menehune 

The next inhabitants of PITowaina were th~ Menehune, an 

ancient race of people who inhabited the inland reaches of 

the islands in the ea rliest Hawaiian accounts and whose work 

in building with stone was a marvel to behold. It is said 

that the Menehune, who were brought to O'ahu by Kahano and 

Newa, were assigned to live at Puowaina as well as at Pauoa 

and Kailua. (34:25,26) Kamakau says that the Menehune 

"lived on Puowaina and that Pauoa was the pit for 

excrement." (26:291) 

These menehune built a heiau in the uplands of Manoa at 

a site called "Kilka'6'6," which was very famous in ancient 

times. They engaged in battle with the owl gods of the 

leeward Ko'olau range and were defeated when the owl folk of 

Kaua' i flew across the 'le' iewaho channel to aid their kin. 

(32:131,132) 
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FIGURE 9 Upland slopes of Puowaina 

The upland slopes of Puowaina (1919); legendary home of t he 
Menehune. Pauoa valley is in the background. (Bishop 
Museum) 
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Dance of the 'Aumakua 

The volcanic power of Puowaina, which had lai n dormant 

since Pele's departure from O'ahu, is said to have erupted 

again during the reign of Kakei, a legendary chief of 

O'ahu.* He was reputed to be brave and skill~d in the arts 

of war, and his court was filled with the most adventurous 

of the young island chiefs. 

Kakei ca ll ed his commande rs together and urged them to 

prepare for battle on another island but would not name t he 

ta r ge t. While p r epa rations were made, speculation grew as 

to which place would be chosen to assault. On the day of 

depar ture, Kakei ordered the flotilla of war canoes to head 

for Kaua'i and the surprise attack there netted a g r ea t haul 

of goods and a hos t of captives. 

On the return of the victorious plunderers , a huge 

feast was prepared on the slopes of Puowaina. The booty and 

the capt ives were displayed and the eating and entertainment 

wer e ext ravagant. In the midst of the celebration, the 

ea rth jolted under the revelers and boulders from the cliffs 

of Puowaina began to crash down upon the crowd. People r an 

in all directions and many were killed. 

With a second mighty crash, lava erupted from the 

fissures on Puowaina 's slopes, sending molten s treams down 

upon the site of the feast and filling the heave ns with 
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noxious fumes and smoke. Above the crater rim, the 

'aumakua, or guardian spirits of the Kaua'i captives, could 

be seen majestically dancing, the booming of the eruption 

sounding as their drums, the billowing smoke as their 

adornment for the dance. 

Kakei and the O'ahu people we r e t err i fied and moved 
I 

immediately to propitiate t he angry Kaua'i gua r dian gods . 

They ga thered the captives together and rushed them, along 

wi t h t he Kaua' i plunder, into canoes to be t aken straigh t 

away to their homeland. While this was being done, the 

l eading priests of O'ahu chan t ed their pleas and promises of 

r es titution to the ang r y 'aumakua . 

As the canoes passed ou t of sight of t he island, the 
-

roa ring spir it dance ceased and Puowai na has not e r up t ed 

again. (49) (32:112-120) 

* [Geologists say that Puowa ina has not e rupt ed since the 

advent of humans in Hawai' i. Ash from later neighboring 

e ruptions (Pu ' u'ohi ' a, Pu 'ukakea, Pu'u'ualaka'a) overlies a 

soil layer on Puowaina a nd this may have led to the story of 

later e ruptions on the s ite . This lack of an historic 

eruption, coupled with no genealogical reference to the 

existence of Kakei infers t ha t the story is a myth or 

parable rather than an oral history.] 
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Huanu ikalala' i la' i 

Again in the distant past, but well within the 

memorized histories of the Hawaiian people, Puowaina became 

the site of an historic tale. The surrounding area was 

famous as the home of Hua, who was known as 

Huanuikala la' ila ' i, Great-Hua-of-the-day-of-~eace-and-calm. 

This Hua lived in the 11th or 12th century, and i s listed in 

genea logies 35 gene r a tion s before Kamehameha the Gr eat . 

(5:34-36) 

Hua wa s a chief of th e Rona district, (known as 

Hono lulu today). Born at Waikiki, his court was at Kewalo 

and was ca lled Kalia. At birth, his afterbirth was placed 

at Mak iki, his navel cord was cut at K~nela' a u heiau i n the 

lee of Puowaina and the umbilicus was deposited in Pau oa , 

a ll in accordance with Hawaiian tradition. 

Hua was renowned as a good chief. His emphasis was on 

farming rather than war and it was he who developed the 

farming lands of Kewalo and Ko'ula on the plains below 

Puowaina. He befriended the children of the countrymen and 

because of his goodness the people called him "Great-Hua-of 

- the-day-of-peace-and-calm". (43) 
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The tradition of farming, which Hua encouraged, 

apparently continued and spread until even the slopes of 

Puowaina were utilized. Handy says that Puowaina became 

famous as a site for growing 'uala, with the upland side of 

the crate r being intensively farmed . (13:156) 

FIGURE 11 Puowaina (1920) 

This photo shows the mountainside slopes of the volcanic 
crater as seen from Pacific Heights. Many small farms and 
extensive aquaducts were still in use up to this time 
(1920). (R.J. Baker Collection, Bishop Museum.) 
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FIGURE 12 Honolulu from Puowaina ( 1984) 

Hono lulu' s city ce nt e r t oday. Note t he Capi tol Bui l ding 
(wi th pi llar s) s tand ing apa rt a t ce nt er ri gh t. The Royal 
Palace s t a nd s di r ec tl y behind the Capito l Bu i l ding . This 
whole area was f i s hponds and fields in the time of 
Huanu i ka lala Ii l a t i. 
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PUOWAINA THE TEMPLE 

The Temple Complex 

Heiau, or Hawaiian temples, were ritual centers built 
r 

for specific ceremonial purposes. They were 'religious 

grounds dedicated to the gods, supporting war , agriculture 

or other endeavors. Ceremonies at major heiau were 

conducted by order of the ruling chief, as advised by royal 

counsellors and priests. The purpose or function of a heiau 

could be altered as the needs of the ruling chief changed. 

Heiau could be pressed into service to a new purpose or to a 

different deity and could be incorporated as one of a group 

of temples where religious services were observed in unison. 

The function was determined by the chief and his advisors. 

In the area of Puowaina there were many heiau of 

varying size and importance. Ka'akopua, Kahehuna, 

Kanela'au, Mana, Kewalo, and perhaps Po 'ouahi, along with 

the residences of the presiding priests, made up the complex 

of temples and sites that were involved in the heiau rituals 

at Puowaina. In addition to heiau listed above, there were 

ma ny smal l temples along the rim of Puowaina and other 

important heiau along the back and sides of the crater. 

( 3 7 : D-1 ) ( 4 7 : 2 1 ) 
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Only the imu ah i, (fir e-o ven) or heiau puhi kanaka, (human 

burning temple) on t he top o f the crat er rim was r e ferred to 

as Puowaina. The othe r named si t es a r e mentioned in se ve ral 

accounts as functioning i n con junc t ion wi t h t he cer emoni es 

observed in the human sacrifice r itua l s of Puowaina. 

(47:21) (4:12,13) (45) 
I 

Of these specific heiau, there apparently existed a 

unity; an auxiliary relationship whereby each one played a 

role in rituals that involved all of them. Histori an Ernrna 

Nakuina, in her 1909 memorial account of the Ba tt le of 

Nu'uanu refers to the surrounding heiau as "guard or 

outposts" of Puowaina, which portrays Puowaina as t he 

central ritual site of the complex. (46:1,2) 
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The Kapu Puhi Kanaka 

The use of Puowaina and the associated heiau as a 

single temple complex probably originated with the 

introduction of the burning ritual performed there. This 

ritual, invoked through the kapu puhi kanaka (human burning 

law), punished those who failed to observe the kapu, or 

religious rules, pertaining to gods and the highest ranking 

sacred chiefs. The kapu puhi kanaka originated on Kaua' i 

during the reign of Kawelomakua and Ka'awihilokalani 

sometime around 1500. (16:223,224) It was introduced along 

with the more familiar kapu moe, (prostration kapu), which 

required lesser ranking people to lie face down in the 

presence of sacred chiefs. 

The kapu puhi kanaka was practiced only on Kaua'i at 

first and was inherited by the heirs of that island's 

rulers. During the time of Kauakahiakaho'owaha, a ruling 

chief of O'ahu, Kualono'ehu was sent to get this sacred kapu 

of Kaua' i for Kahamalu'ihi, the aunt of Kauakahiakaho'owaha. 

On O'ahu, this kapu of enforcing a chief's sanctity with the 

punishment of burning transgressors was inherited by 

Kualono'eh u and then by Kuali' i, at which time Puowaina 

became the place for performing such burning sacrifices. 

This occurred sometime during the 1600's, according to 
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genea l ogical references. (20:389,390) Following the 

i ns t a ll ation of the kapu on O'ahu, the ritual of burning men 

was extend ed to Maui and was practiced there. The 

sacrifices of fered at Puowaina were from Kaua' i, O'ahu and 

Maui only; the i s land of Hawai ' i never did utilize the kapu 

puhi kanaka. 
\ 

This kapu was a r oyal pre r ogative. It could only be 

imposed when the sanctity of th e god s had been trespassed 

upon, or that of the highest ord ers of ranking chiefs, who 

were themselves considered to be o f godly origin and 

relation. A chant pertaining to th e human sacrifice by 

burning is as f o ll ows: 

"' O ke okooko ahi kapu ia o Keaka, 
' 0 ka ha ulapa ahi i a ke kuni , 
I kapuah i no i a lehu 
I kapuahi no ia wela, 
'0 ka 'Opikanaulani nui, 
Kela he a 1 i ' i , 
' 0 ke ka'ina la ' au, 
I loko o Haloa, 
'0 ka 'ao mae'ole ka 1~ ke kupa." (43) 

" It is the sacred blazing fire of Keaka, 
It is the scorching by fire, the burning, 
As a furnace of those ashes, 
As a furnace of that heat, 
Oh the great distant heavenly place, 
That one is a chief, 
O the succession of the la ' au 
There within Haloa, 
The new shoot that does not wither in the day, 

the familiar one." 

Any person who became entangled with the sacred chiefs 

or wit h the rules pertaining to the gods could be slain and 

offered in burning sacrifices for the transgression. (43) 
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FIGURE 13 Puowaina sacrificial stone. (1910) 

The sacrificial stone of Puowaina with Le'ahi in the 
background, 1910. The crevice in the base of the stone 
provided a draught of air that allowed sacrificial fires to 
burn exceedingly hot. (26:291) (R.J. Baker collection, 
Bishop Museum) 
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Sites of the Temple Complex 

While the kapu system was still the backbone of 

Hawaiian religious and governmental organization, Puowaina 

functioned as the focal point of a religious complex; 

associated areas that were utilized in conjunction with each 

other in the performance of major ceremonies d~d ritual 

executions and offerings. The physical layout of the area 

included heiau situated on the plain that surrounds the 

volcanic cone of Puowaina, and these associated sites acted 

as auxiliaries and "guardposts" to the central ritual 

center: the huge flat imu ahi stone set high atop the rim of 

Puowaina. (46:2) This imu ahi, or heiau puhi kanaka, stood 

on the rim of the crater facing the sea. (26:291) (41) 

(32:118) 

Ka'akopua was a temple to the west of the crater, which 

later became the site of Princess Ruth Ke'elikolani 's home, 

"Ke6ua Hale". (46:2) This is now the site of Central 

Intermediate School. This land area, from Ka'akopua 

extending towards Puowaina, was called Kahehuna, site of a 

heiau of the same name that was situated where Royal School 

stands today. (43) (46:1,2) 
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Seaward of Kahehuna, where Queen's Medical Center is today, 

we r e the living grounds of the ritual priest of Puowaina's 

temple. Following Kamehameha's conquest of O'ahu, his 

ge ne ral, ' Aikanaka, an ancestor of King Kalakaua and Queen 

Lili'uokalani, lived here. 'Aikanaka was the last 

executione r in charge of the sacrificial altar on Puowaina. 

l Prior to Kamehameha's rule of O'ahu, Kapouh1we was the kahu 

(guardian) f or t hi s temple complex, and it was probably his 

lands here, dire c t ly seaward of the imposing face of­

Puowaina, th at were acquired by the newly appointed priest 

under the vi c t ori ou s re i gn of Kamehameha. (59) (26:291) (39) 

Just up the slop i ng base of Puowaina from this 

residenc e o f t he h i gh priest who officiated at the temple 

was the le sser t emp l e of "Mana". (46:1,2) (18:81) This 

heiau was ceremonially linked to the temple of sacrifice 

a bove it on the rim of the crater. Situated between the 

si te of the crater temple and the high priests' home, it may 

ha ve been d i rectly connected to major public rituals that 

were conducted at the Puowaina temple as well as lesser, 

mor e personal rituals of the high priest. 

Also near to the homesite of the high priest, but in a 

di rection towards Li'ahi crater stood "Kanela'au," an 

important heiau for hundreds of years prior to the time of 

Kamehameha the Great. (39) (43) (48:30) (46:1,2) (26:291) 

It was here that Huanuikalala' ila' i's navel cord was cut at 

birth at least 35 generations before Kamehameha conquered 
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the island of O'ahu and it was here, following his decisive 

victory over the O'ahu king, that Kamehameha declared his 

law of peace, the "Kanawai Mamalahoa". (40) 

Po'ouahi was yet another sacrificial site in the area, 

located at the base of the eastern slope of the crater, to 

the side of the Puowaina temple. This temple was dedicated 
' 

to Ku, the god of war, and human sacrifices were offered at 

its altars also. (47:21) Until recently, a tunnel called 

Kalawahine connected the hillside of Kalawahine and the 

slopes of Puowaina near Po'ouahi. (70) This tunnel may have 

been used in connection with rituals there. It has been 

closed by road construction. 

Down in the coastal plains was Kewalo, once the site of 

fishponds and fields. One of the fresh water ponds here was 

set aside as a ritual area for the drowning of victims 

intended for sacrifice on the altar of Puowaina. This pond 

was locat ed near Pensacola St., where the Japanese Christian 

Church stands today. (18:81,82) (41) (43) (4:14) (48:30) 

The priests who served in the temples and who prepared 

victims for sacrifice lived in the vicinity of this pond, 

near the grounds where the old McKinley High School once 

stood at Victoria and Beretania Streets. (54:Appendix) 

These sites are marked on the following map in relation 

to Puowaina and the layout of the city of Honolulu today. 

( 6 7) 
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Ritual Use of the Temple Complex 

The use of the heiau complex surrounding Puowaina could 

be pictured in the following vignette: 

The lesser priests who served in the various heiau 
prepared for the upcoming ritual at 1their 
residence seaward of Puowaina temple complex. 
Donning their ceremonial malo of white kapa and 
draping another white kapa as a cloak over one 
shoulder, they each tied a single strip of the 
white cloth around their heads and crossed the 
plain to where the intended victim was held 
waiting. The sacrifice-to-be was drowned in one 
of the ponds at Kewalo, set aside just for this 
purpose because a sacrifice could not be marred in 
any way. 

The man did not struggle as he was drowned, 
because he knew that this punishment was the wish 
of the gods, and that if he were to resist the end 
result could only be worse. Indeed, his family 
could be made to suffer for his lack of 
cooperation or perhaps his own family gods would 
reject him, leaving his spirit to wander in the 
wastes, starving in the netherworld. The last 
words he heard was the intonation of the chanted 
lines: 

"E moe malie 
I ka wai ko ali'i" 

"Lie peacefully 
In the waters of your 

chief" 

After the drowning, the victim's body was carried 
across the plain to the major heiau of Kanela'au, 
an old temple of the Honolulu chiefs now in 
service to Ku and the rituals of human sacrifice, 
On the way they would meet no one, as all would 
avoid the highly kapu and terrifying procession. 
At Kanela'au the necessary services were performed 
in order to make the sacrifice acceptable to the 
gods, and to gain their support for the current 
ventures of the ruling chief and his people. 
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Following the rituals at Kanela'au the priests 
proceeded up the slope, carrying their victim to 
the very top of the crater, where Puowaina, the 
huge slab of stone used as a burning altar, stood 
on the crater rim, This stone received a good 
draught of air through a crack in the foundation 
which allowed the flames to burn well and 
exceedingly hot, 

Here the high priest met with the group, having 
come from his residence at the base of Puowaina, 
On his way to the high altar, he had stopped at 
the heiau of Mana, between his houses and the 
crater, to complete the ceremonies that would 
prepare him for the ritual to come. 

The victim's body was laid on a stone pyre piled 
high with wood for the occasion and fitting 
prayers were recited in offering the sacrifice to 
the gods, begging them to heed these small works 
of humankind. While the ritual prayers and the 
flames of offering were in process high above the 
plains of the Kona district, auxiliary ceremonies 
were performed at the adjoining temples of 
Kanela'au, Ka'akopua, Kahehuna and Mana. (46:1,2) 
(26:291,292) (39) (40) (41) (18:81,82) (37) (4:14) 
(54:Appendix) (29:178) 

Po'ouahi, a temple on eastern slope of Puowaina, may 

have also been involved in the ceremonies attending 

Puowaina. This heiau was a sacrificial burning site for 

human offerings, though it is said that the victims at 

Po'ouahi were killed, not by drowning, but by tossing them 

over the edge of the crater to the heiau below, where they 

were offered in sacrifice. This temple may have been used 

for captives in war rather than breakers of kapu, and it is 

noted that the intended victims for the fires of Po'ouahi 

were held inside of the crater awaiting their death. 

(47:21) A prayer fragment, said to be associated with 

Po'ouahi and the sacrifices to Ku, goes as follows: 
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E Ku a mu mu! 

E KU a wawa ina! 

0 Ku of the procuring of 
human victims, make silent! 

0 Ku of besieging -hit- come 
on! (47:21) 

Such was the described manner of the burning of human 

sacrifices prior to Kamehameha's overthrow of the O'ahu 

chiefs in 1795. 

FIGURE 16 Kewalo Fish Pond. 

Victims intended for sacrifice on the temple at Puowaina 
were drowned in a pool like this one at Kewalo. (R.J. Baker 
collection, Bishop Museum.) 
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The Battle of Nu'uanu 

A central geographic feature of today's Honolulu, the 

crater of Puowaina also played an important role in the 

battle of Nu'uanu in 1795; its surrounding temples being the 

site of i ntense and decisive combat. This famous battle was 
I 

the final victorious assault by the warrior-king Kamehameha 

upon the i ndividual chiefdoms of the island chain. 

Landi ng h i s massive fleet of war canoes at Waikiki, he 

deployed his battalions and headed overland toward Puowaina 

to meet t he forces of O'ahu's sovereign, Kalanikupule, and 

Kaomealani, his heir. At the heiau of Kanela ' au the 

opposing f orces first met. Kalanikupule ' s r i ght wing of 

warrio rs fronted Ka'akopua heiau and his central battalion 

stood bef ore Mana heiau. His left battalion stretched 

for war d in a continuous rank from Kahehuna heiau to 

Kane la ' au. Kamehameha's armies were drawn up into three 

succes sive crescents across the plain of Kulaokahu'a, to the 

sou t heast of Puowaina, while another regi ment came secretly 

up t he Nu'uanu Stream by canoe, escorting a cannon guard. 

(5 9) 

Kamehameha's batallions were strong in their attack, 

ove rw hel ming the Kanela ' au heiau grounds and then those of 

Mana . The forces of Kalanikupule were pushed bac k to make a 

new stand; to maintain the defense of t he temples of 

Ka hehuna and Ka'akopua. (46:2) Here t he fighting grew even 
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more intense and the O'ahu forces were split into two parts, 

each unable to assist the other. The smaller group, 

carrying the prince Kaomealani, retreated towards 'Ewa 

pursued by warriors under Nahili, a brilliant Hawai 'i 

general. (46:2) 

The larger remnant of the O'ahu army was led by 
I 

Kalanikupul e and Ka 1 Tana, a Hawai' i general who had defected 

to O'ahu days earlier. They continued to do battle while 

retreating upland toward Pauoa valley, surrendering the 

temple grounds. The O'ahu chiefs defended their retreat 

until a surprise attack was launched from their upland side 

by Heulu. This commander of Kamehameha had secretly brought 

a battali on of Hawai'i warriors over the Papakolea mountain 

pass behind Puowaina. (46:2) (54:2) (59) (11:Vol.V ptll 

p.474) 

This second battle front was overwhelming to the O'ahu 

forces and they retreated across Pauoa valley and up to 

'Elekoki, where Ka'Tana was killed and Kalanikupule 

seriously wounded. Still fighting bravely, Kalanikupule led 

O'ahu's army up to the heights of Pu' iwa and Ahipu'u to take 

advan tage of the higher ground . They gained the heights, 

but the O'ahu army was still forced backwards into Nu'uanu 

Valley by Kamehameha's onslaught. Kalanikupule was taken to 

the heiau of Mu a where he was left to die of his wounds. 

The O'ahu forces, having lost their leaders, fought now only 

to give their families in the inner part of Nu'uanu Valley 

time to escape over the treacherous Pali cliff trails. 
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Kamehameha's victory over 0 1 ahu was assured and at the 

edge of the Ko'olau cliffs he ordered his warriors to cease 

the battle. O'ahu was his. Kamehameha had conquered the 

Hawaiian isl ands excluding Kaua'i, which he would later gain 

through treaty. (46:2) (54:2) (59) (11:Vol.V,p.11) 

Foll owing the conquest of O'ahu, it was ~t the heiau of 
) 

Kiinela'au that Kamehameha declared his law of amnesty, "Ke 

Kanawai Mamalah oa." In this announcement of amnesty for the 

defeated O'ahu people he declared: 

"l Now that peace is accomplished, you must return 
to your homes and turn your spears into digging 
sticks and your war canoes into fishing canoes 
that the people may prosper. 

2 Look not upon your own as mere dogs, but feed 
them and care for them. 

3 Let there be no lazy person within my lands." 
( 4 0) 
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The Last Sacrifice 

The use of Puowaina as a sacrificial altar ended during 

the r eign of Kamehameha the great and the final execution 

was recorded in several accounts. (16:194) (44) In 1809, 

Kamehameha's nephew, Kanihonui, was sacrificed in the fires 

of the altar at Puowaina by the order of his uncle. This 

punishment was for his having had an affair with Ka'ahumanu, 

the favorite wife of the great conqueror. (16:194) (44) 

Kamehameha was the last to burn a human offering on the hill 

of sacrifice; the new king from Hawai'i island having 

adopted the customs and kapu of his conquered dominions. 

The ritual was slightly different than usual under 

Kamehameha, The victim was not ritually drowned beforehand 

but was bound and carried to the altar alive. 'Aikanaka was 

the newly installed ritual priest of the temple. Under his 

direction Kanihonui was carried to the altar, bound to a 

stake which was piled with kindling, and burned in the 

sacrifici al flames on top of the mountain as a warning and 

an example to all others. (16:194) (44) This was the last 

recorded human sacrifice by fire in the islands. Eleven 

years later, the kapu system which mandated such rituals was 

overthrown by the ruling chiefs and the practice was ended 

forever. 
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There is, however, a story told about a later sacrifice 

upon the ston e altar of Puowaina in 1862. If true, then 

this would be the final sacrifice at the temple. Alexander 

Liholiho, the 4th Kamehameha and grandson of the conqueror, 

is accredited with, or accused of, the event. 
I Following the tragic death of his son and only heir at 

age four, the king was overwhelmed by guilt and sorrow. He 

felt responsible for the death of his only child. It is 

said that he let it be known that no one was to leave their 

homes on a certain night following the prince's death, The 

native population was mystified but complied, 

The actual events that took place that night are 

unknown, but a fire burned on the altar of Puowaina and the 

smoke envelop ed the crater top, It was speculated that a 

stray sailor easily could have been sacrificed to propitiate 

the gods in their anger; an atonement for the king's 

feelings of guilt. 

The king was never questioned about the events of that 

night and the rumor was never substantiated, If the story 

were true, this was the last sacrifice at Puowaina's temple. 

(32:118) 
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FIGURE 19 Puowaina from Honolulu (lSSO's) 

Puowaina as seen from Honolulu in the 1880's. The top of 
Ruth Ke'elikolani 's home, Keoua Hale, appears through the 
trees at left. That area was once the site of the Heiau 
Ka'akopua. 
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PUOWAINA - AFTER THE KAPU 

Papu Puowain a - Fort Punchbowl 

For centuries Puowaina had been used as a ritual center 

because of its position, towering over the plains of the 

Kona (Honolulu ) district. After the site was no longer used 

as a heiau and a sacrificial altar, this commanding mountain 

top position was utilized as Papu Puowaina, Fort Puowaina, a 

site for a battery of cannon and an observation point 

overlooking Mamala, the harbor of Honolulu. 

In 1816, while Kamehameha was in Kona, Hawai' i, he 

received warning from Kalanimoku, his O'ahu advisor, about 

the new Russian trading post built at the seaward end of 

today's Fort Street. The post was too strongly fortified to 

be intended only for trade and Kalanimoku suspected that the 

Hawaiians would soon experience difficulty with Russian 

desire s for Hawaiian lands. By Kamehameha's order the 

Russians were driven out of O' ahu and their stronghold was 

seized. 

Kamehameha commanded John Young, his military adviser, 

to establish a fort at Honolulu to protect against such 

potential aggression. The fort, Kekuanohu, was built at the 

site of the Russian post, incorporating the Russian 
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fortified structure into it. (3·23) E' ht h • 1g eavy guns were 

placed atop the rim of Puowaina crater facing the harbor to 

defend and support the new fort (4:20) (54:3) and Captain 

Ge orge Beckley was appointed as the fort IS first commandant. 

(17:Vol.I p. 5 8) 

While the chief Boki ruled as the governdr , of O'ahu, he 

put his nephew Manui a in charge of Kekuanohu and its support 

guns on Puowaina. During this time Boki considered building 

a second fort on the rim of the crater. (12:234) 

Boki later name d Kekuanao'a as commander of the fort 

and Puowaina during the rule of Kauikeaouli, Kamehameha III. 

New batteries of guns were placed on the crater and the area 

was developed as a second true fort. By 1838 "Fort 

Hon olul u", (as Kekuanohu was being called) was protected by 

14 guns on the crater, 7/8 of a mile inland from the fort. 

(35:83) In an account nine years later, only 11 guns were 

listed, accompanied by 33 officers at "PipTI Puowaina". 

(14:239,240) 

King Kalakaua increased the number of guns at the 

batteries of Puowaina during his reign in an effort to 

upgrade the military efficiency of the nation. The fort 

remained as an island defense throughout the reign of 

Kalakaua's sister and heir, Lili'uokalani. Following 

Lili'uokalani 's overthrow in 1893, Fort Puowaina was in th e 

hands Of • government and held an obvious the new republican 

military vantage point over the city of Honolulu. 
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Recognizing the importance of this position, Captain Samuel 

Nowlein, a staunch royalist, led a group of faithful 

supporter s of th e queen in an effort to wrest the mountain 

fort from the new government's forces. The republican 

soldiers turned the guns on the royalist insurgents and they 

were trapped and forced to surrender. This was the last 
r 

time that the guns of Fort Puowaina were fired in defense. 

( 54: 3) 

Following the successful takeover of the monarchy · and 

the eventual status of the islands as a territory of the 

United States, the fort at Puowaina fell into disuse. The 

cannons could be seen rusting in neglect on the crater rim. 

[see Figure 21] The inside of the crater was used by the 

National Guard of Hawai' i as a reservation and shooting 

range from 1914 th rough 1940, when World War 11 broke out. 

At the beginning of the war the crater was re-armed as 

a military defense post. (37) The local defense forces had 

decided that Puowaina would be an important vantage and 

defense base to protect the islands from possible enemy 

attack. The Hawa i I i Separate Coast Artillery Brigade, 

(H.S.C.A.P.), restocked Puowaina's crater rim with four 

15 5mm cannon and set up a watch post to give alert in case 

of the arrival of enemy ships. (54:4) This battery was 

also responsible for maintaining a fire watch over th e fleet 

housed in Pearl Harbor. (37) 
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The Hawaiian islands never did encounter an attack by 

sea dur ing the war; the tragic loss of life at Pearl Harbor 

occurr ed as a resu lt of an attack by air. The battery was 

not equipped to deal with air attacks and as such, there is 

no record of a singl e s hot being fired in defense during the 

whole of the war. (54 :4 ) 
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FIGURE 20 Puowaina from 'lolani Palace (1898). 
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Piiowaina from 'lolani Palace, 1898. The cannons on the 
~~ater rim held an important tactical position over the 

1 ty. (Bi shop Museum) 
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FIGURE 21 Puowaina Cannons (1919) . 

. 
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After the annexation of Hawai 'i by the United States of 
America, Fort Puowaina was not used. The guns of PITowaina 
laid rusting and neglected on the slopes, (1919). (Bishop 
Museum) 
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FIGURE 22 Batteries of Puowaina (1847). 

The sketch of Puowaina in this map (1847-9) shows the 
placement of the batteries on the crater rim. The flag is 
placed approximately where the temple of sacrifice once 
stood. (State of Hawai 'i, D.L.N.R.-Maps Division; Metcalf 
1847.) 
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civilian Use of the Crater 

During and after the monarchy years, Puowaina was used 

for other purposes in addition to its military role. No 

longer sanc tified by the strict kapu of its temples, the 

crater and its slopes became a pleasant place to view the 

city and the harbor and a popular place to visit. Holua, or 
r 

dryland sleds, plied its steep slopes (26:291), 1 people lived 

in and on the crater, and the batteries' guns were heard in 

salute far more often than in defense. 

The guns of Puowa ina were used in a ceremonial manner, 

as well as in defense, from the time of their earliest 

installment, because gunners atop the crater could easily 

observe and follow event s going on below. Two of the guns 

were used only for salute and were given personal names: 

Kal ola and Kalahiki ola. (47:21) The guns were fired to 

signal the arrival of foreign ships, when sighted, and to 

salute them as they entered the harbor. This same sort of 

salute was provided whenever the ali' i entered or left the 

harbor, such as when Liholiho moved his court to Honolulu 

from Lahaina (17:74) and when Lili'uokalani and Kapi 'olani 

departed on their way to the 50th Jubilee of Queen Victoria 

in England. ( 19 :9) 
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It was common to salute actions of the ali'i with the 

ceremonial gun s of Puowaina. The fact that Lihol iho, 

Kamehameha I I , was drinking in nearby Nu'uanu valley was 

sufficient cause for salute in 1821 (12:251). In 1854, when 

the guns sounded 41 times in unison, all of the city of 

Honolulu knew with out further ann ouncement that the 
I 

l 

41-yea r-old king, Ka u i keaouli, Kamehameha III, had passed 

away. The reacti on was immediate and the wailing and 

chanti ng of the mou rners could be heard from all areas · of 

the cit y. (28:5 8 , 59) 

On June 19, 1856, a happier day for the nation, the 

guns sounded in honor of the new king's wedding. (33) 

Alexander Liho liho, the 4th Kamehameha and successor to 

Kauikeaou li, ma rried Emma Rooke at Kawaiaha'o church near 

the old royal palace. From their vantage point directly 

upland of th e church, the gunners of Puowaina could see the 

proper time to sound their salutes to the royal couple. 

Salutes from the guns became a tradition for royal 

births, deaths, arrivals and departures. Kalakaua was 

condemned for h is break from custom when he refused to allow 

the guns to be fired to honor the death of his predecessor, 

Lunalilo. The newly instated king, Kalakaua, wanted to 

downplay Lunalilo ' s popularity, however, the idea backfired 

and . 1 appeared 1• n the papers denouncing many negative art1c es 

Kalakaua for his actions. (54:3) 
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FIGURE 23 'Iolani Palace and Puowaina (1898). 

Puowaina looms behind the Palace in this photo, 1898. 
Ceremonial salutes of the cannon on Puowaina were commonly 
pe rformed to honor the special activities of the al i' i. 
(Bishop Museum) 
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The same good view that allowed for early warning of 

approac hi ng ships and timely salutes attracted island 

r esi d en ts up to the rim of Puowaina for a lovely view of the 

whole side of the island. Tourists, a new and increasingly 

frequent phenomena in the islands, were also advised to make 

the journey up the crater's slopes to take in the view from 
I 

there. (8) As early as 1825 it already attrac t ed numerous 

visitors and in an account of a meteor shower over Honolulu 

that year, it s ays t hat a clamor arose from the people on 

the crater wh o t hought the booming to be a warship's attack . 

(36 :232 ,233) 

The city of Honolulu was growing more beautiful every 

year. What had been a relatively undeveloped plain of 

scattered fi shponds and small farmlands at the time of t he 

misssionaries a rrival in 1820 was becoming a lush, thic k ly 

planted place, so filled with mature trees that only the 

highest po i nts of tall buildings and spires of churches 

could be s een . (4:20) The planting of trees and greenery 

throughou t the city had been strongly encouraged by the 

gove r nment and citizens alike; this extended to Puowaina 

itself. 

A newspaper account in 1875 tells that King Kalakaua 

led his t roops up to the crater to plant trees on its slopes 

and inte r i or. The effort was intended to beautify the area 
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and to experiment with the introduction of various trees in 

the drier areas of the island. The planting included 

algeroba, eucalyptus, koa, 'ohai ali'i and other trees, set 

out in circular rows and spaced to allow for carriages. The 

soldiers of the king were responsible for the daily 

maintenance, a process which called for hauling sufficient 
\ 

water from the grounds of today's Queen's Medical Center to 

the crater. (45) (4:18) 

Enj oying all of this ever-increasing beauty were the 

picnickers and tourists who came daily to sample the vistas 

and enjoy the solitude of the heights there. The favorite 

lookout point was the site of the once sacred burning 

temple. Initially reached by foot or on horseback, 

eventually cars plied the road that climbed to the overlook. 

The ceremonial stone has been quarried away to make room for 

today's overlook, a once sacred site visited today by about 

3 million tourists a year. (68) 

At the turn of the century, Puowaina was still far 

enough removed from the bustle of Honolulu that the city 

banking institutions felt safe digging their vaults into the 

upland slopes of the crater. (56) As the city of Honolulu 

grew, fashionable houses began to be built, rising up the 

slopes of Puowaina. This allowed the homeowners to enjoy 

the view of the city while not becoming too removed from the 

conveniences of city life. (This building on the heights of 
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Puowaina has continued unabated until today and has 

developed into a controversy over scenic versus construction 

rights.) 

I n t he early 1900's people were living inside of the 

cr at e r. Normally a very dry area, the residents managed to 

make a li ving in the crater by raising animals and by 
r 

collecting seeds to string into leis. The photo below, taken 

by R.J. Baker, shows his wife being entertained outside the 

rural style house of a native couple who lived inside ~f the 

crater. 

FIGURE 24 Native House on Puowaina (1908). 

A rustic "native house" on Puowaina, 1908. Pan!n! (cac;u~~ 
and Kiawe trees thrive in the semi dryland conditions O e 
crater. (R.J. Baker collection, Bishop Museum) 



FIGURE 25 Puowaina from O'ahu prison (1875) 

Puowaina from the west (ca. 1875), showing the freshwater 
ponds of the Iwilei area. (Bishop Museum) 
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The Easter Sunrise Service 

The celebration of Easter at Puowaina began at the turn 

of the century and continues to be observed today. In 1902, 

a few boys of the neighborhood convinced their Sunday school 

teacher to hold an Easter service at their favorite spot, 

the crater rim. This first observance was heFd , by the 

Portuguese Protestant Mission Church, now called the Pilgrim 

Church. (25:8) (4:25) In 1905 the event was sponsored _by 

the Y.M.C.A. (25:8) and since then it has become an annual 

event, officially adopted by the Hawai' i Council of Churches 

since 1918. (4:25) 

In 1920, a cross was erected for the holiday, lighted 

by floodlights from 'I olani Palace and in 1926 a campaign 

was begun to erect a suitable platform for the cross. 

Students were encouraged to deliver rocks the size of their 

heads to nearby (old) McKinley High School and, prior to 

Easter that year, the feat was done. (37:D-1) (4:26) Two 

thousand students formed a human chain from the school to 

the rim of Puowaina delivering the stones hand-to-hand up to 

the platform site in the tradition of the Menehune people. 

The platf or m was erected on the same grounds where the imu 
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ahi once burned law-breakers and the Easter cross was raised 

on top of it. Today this platform has been replaced by the 

larger platform of the scenic overlook. With the cross 

being erected every year on the edge of the crater where the 

imu ahi once stood, the service lends a continuity to the 

use of the site for worship, though the for~ of worship has 

changed. 

For decad es the annual installation of the cross has 

been the responsibility of high school students from the 

Kamehameha Schools. Instructor Louis Hubbard has handled 

the project with his class for 20 years, erecting the 22-1/2 

foot, 400 lb. aluminum cross designed by his predecessor, 

Bill Thomas. The responsibility for the cross is a tradition 

at Kamehameh a Schools, as is the observance of the Easter 

sunrise service for the thousands who attend every year. 

( 6 9) 
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FIGURE 26 Easter Sunrise Sevice on Puowaina (1927) 

Easter Sunrise services began to be observed at Puowaina in 
1902 and have become a tradition. The cross is erected for 
the weekend of the religious holiday. (Bishop Museum) 
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FIGURE 27 Puowaina sacrificial stone (1910). 

Thi s view of the same area, (ca. 1910), shows the remains of 
the temple of sacrifice, before the sacrificial stone was 
quarried away. The Easte r cross is erected on the site of 
the old temple. (Gonsalaves collection, Bishop Museum) 
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Puowaina Today - The National Memorial Cemetery 

Puowaina, once a temple, then a military post, a picnic 

spot, a homesi te and a rifle range is hallowed .ground once 

again, as a shrine to the nation's war veterans. 

At 1:59 p.m. on September 2, 1949, a cross-shaped 

formation of fighter jets approached Puowaina rfrom the sea. 

(31:3) As they passed over the crater, ceremonies were 

begun for the formal opening of the National Memorial 

Cemetery of the Pacifi c - the largest national cemetery 

outside the continental U.S. (54:4) (7:23) A multi-million 

dollar project (despite Hawai'i's donation of the land), 

this 117-acre cemete ry for America's war dead and military 

veterans is nestled in Puowaina's crater and now contains 

almost 30,000 graves along with memorials for 26,000 

soldiers "whose resting place is known only to God". 

(31:2,7) (68) 

Already listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places under the name Puowaina and currently nominated to 

the Hawai I i Register of Historic Places, the cemetery was 

initiated in 1941 by national legislation. Postponed due to 

the war and insufficient funds, it was completed in 1948. 

Burials were begun on January 4, 1949. (54:6) The first 

- 72 -



interment i n the new grounds was that of an unknown soldier 

k i l led in t he bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. 

(3 1 : 3) 

For over six months, non-public burials were continued 

for those ki lled in Pacific theaters of battle and for 
( 

Hawai' i's own battle losses. (4:34-36) (31:3) On July 19, 

1949, the publ ic was allowed into the cemetery to witness 

burials of oth ers lost at war. War correspondent Ernie 

Pyle, who had died at le Shima, was the first to be interred 

in the publi c ' s presence. (4:36) Today graves exist for 

soldiers rep resenting every war that the U.S. has engaged 

in, including th e Spanish American War, the Boxer Rebellion, 

World War I and II, the Korean war and the Vietnam war. 

(31:10) 

The landscape artist who designed the National Memorial 

Cemete r y of the Pacific was Katherine Thompson, the same 

woman wh o designed the grounds of the Academy of Arts and 

the Armed Services Y.M.C.A. in Honolulu. (54:6) The 

land scape plan for the area was one that would provide 

peace, beauty , and a panaromic view, using an informal style 

tha t would blend with the surrounding community. (54:6) 

Th i s plan was kept in mind when the war memorial was 

beg un in 1962. The memorial consists of a chapel , a gallery 

of mosaic maps of Pacific theaters of action , and eig ht 

ga l ler i es of names of the missing, which border a monumental 

central stair ascending to a 30 ft. statue of Columbia. 
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The design of the memorial was controversial, but it 

wasn't the first controversy stirred by the cemetery. In 

the 1890 ' s, when the idea of using Puowaina as a cemetery 

was first proposed, a strong reaction had occurred against 

the first suggestion of "A city of the dead ... above a 

city of the living". (4:25) This same objection arose 
I 

again when earnest efforts to use Puowaina for a graveyard 

were re-ini tiated. 

Shortly after its dedication, a public argument began 

over the use of the cross and the star of David on all of 

the graves. This was in conflict with the doctrine of 

separation of church and state and insulting to 

non-Christi ans. This conflict was resolved after lobbying 

by the veterans of the highly decorated 442nd Regiment, all 

of whom were of Japanese ancestry and many of whom were of 

the Buddhist or Shinto religion. (54:4,5) (4:39) Flat 

head-stones are used today, appropriately marked as to 

religion of the deceased. 

When the murals of the war memorial came up for much 

needed repair in 1968 they were criticized harshly for their 

lack of value as art and have since been replaced by 

mosaics. Also criticized was the "bosomy" statue of 

Columbia, which was called an "eyesore" and "a monument to 

bad judgement". (42) Today it is still intact, dominating 

the center of the memorial. 
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A very contemporary controversy pertains to the fact 

that the whole of Puowaina crater is rapidly disappearing 

behind an ever-increasing wall of high-rise buildings 

erected on the slopes to take advantage of the fine view 

from there. Haphazard zoning and construction planning have 

allowed extensi ve building to occur, with many buildings 
I 

blocking the view from the crater rim. The visibility of 

the historic site as well as the view from the area are 

directly compromise d and yet politicians choose not to enact 

the zoning nece ssary to maintain the integrity of the site. 

The Veteran's Administration, who controls the cemetery, has 

opposed extensiv e construction. (54:5,6,recommendation 

sheet) (31:3) This kind of leverage may result in zoning 

changes in the future, enacting building height limitations. 

Zoning of the area may change, but Puowaina's status as 

a national cemetery is stable. By being designated as a 

cemetery, the use of the crater is perpetuated as such for 

all time (barring unforseeable circumstances). In many ways 

the history of Puowaina stops at this point, at least in 

regard to its background of changing functions and roles. 

Some of the functions of Piiowaina are perpetuated, 

however, and as the home of the National Memorial Cemetery 

of the Pacific, the crater is once again the scene of a 

variety of ceremonies and celebrations, recalling its 

archaic use as a ritual center. Easter sunrise service, the 
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Hawaiian Folk Ma ss, Veteran's Day, and Memorial Day are all 

formall y celebr ated in the crater. In addition to the major 

public ceremonies, many private rituals occur, reflecting 

the personal price of the losses of war. To console the 

individuals who come to mourn their own, the bas-relief 
i 

quotation in the memorial reads: "The Solemn Pride That 

Must Be Yours- To Have Laid So Costly A Sacrifice Upon The 

Altar Of Freedom". (38) 
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FIGURE 28 Puowaina from Aloha Tower 
, Honolulu (1984) 

A very contemporary view of Puowaina as glimpsed from Aloha 
Tower, 7/8 of a mile away. High-rise construction threatens 
the view of the once-prominent landmark from many areas of 
the city. 
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CONCLUSION 

Conside ration of the Names 

The goal of this paper is to select the most likely 

original or traditional form of the Hawaiian ' name for the 
l 

Punchbowl area. Eighteen names have been recorded in this 

work, spanning one hundred sixty years of recorded use. It 

must be assumed that each reported form of the name 

represents the intention of its user. They will then be 

reviewed through a set of general guidelines to delete the 

least likely forms. Ideally, a single form of the name 

should stand out as the most plausible option. 

Ma ny criteria are beyond the scope of this paper. 

Statistical work on pronunciation among native speakers of 

the Hawaiian language is important, but has not been done 

for this name. Early post-contact reporting of the name and 

its accepted meaning at the time would be invaluable, b~t 

this is also unavailable. Of the general guidelines which 

can be applied here, the first is that the name be recorded. 

This is basic, but sets necessary parameters. This 

guideline allows for all of the name forms collected in this 

pape r (pg. 16-18) to be reviewed as options, while avoiding 

specu lation on unrecorded forms. 
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A second guideline is that early recording of a name 

form increases its potential as a traditional form. This 

criterion is a double-edged sword in that the earliest 

recorders of this kind of information were sometimes the 

least familiar with Hawaiian spelling conventions, so 

consideration of the source of the name is v,ery important. 
I 

Giving added consideration to early recordings also recalls 

that the earliest written record of a name for the area used 

the English, Punchb owl (pg. 15). 

The following is a chronology of early occurences of 

different forms of the name, along with their sourqes. Tp~ 

period of recording being considered here begins with 

Captain Cook (the first attempt at writing Hawaiian) and · 

ends in 1900. This would be the most likely period for the 

traditional name to have been used and properly recorded. 

Those name forms which occur later than 1900 are not to be 

summarily dismissed as wrong, but are more likely to be 

innovations developed through folk etymology. 

, :?; 

·IJj~ 1823 
f ~~ 1843 

.(\ .t 1865 
<:J/ !: (1856 

t; \( I 
' r:;.;f 1880 
~ 1881 

/?i 1883 
::; \ 1884 

1892 
1894 

- Punchbowl (Reverend William Ellis) 
- Puwaina (James Wild, Mapmaker) 
- Pu'uowaina (Anonymous, Ka Hae ~~wai'!) . 
- Puowaina (Samuel Kamakau, Hawa11an H1stor1an 
- Puawai, Puawaina (Lorrin Andrews, Judge) 
- Puoaina (Kalaikuahulu) .. 
- Piiowaina (Interior Dept., Hawa11an Govt~) . 
_ p- · (Royal Genealogy Board, Po'oma1kelan1, Pres.) 
_ p~~:::~: (Interior Dept. Hawaiian Govt.)(2 separate memos) 
- Pu'uowaina (Charles Dove, Mapma~~r) , ) 
- Pfi'oina (Anonymous, Ka Nupepa Ku oko a 
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The earliest recorded Hawaiian form of the name is 

Puwaina, used by an unreliable English mapmaker. The 

earliest form used by a Hawaiian source was Pu'uowaina, used 

again in 18 94 by a mapmaker. Puowaina was the form used 

most often in Hawaiian sources for the remainder of the 

century, used by an historian, a princess (fo'omaikelani), 
l 

and the Hawai ian government offices. Puoaina was used by a 

chanter (Kalai kuahulu) and Pu'oina was used in the Hawaiian 

Language newspaper. Puawai and Puawaina were put forth by 

the author of a Hawaiian dictionary (Andrews), as two 

variations of which he was obviously uncertain. Of all of 

the names listed above, only Puowaina was used in multiple 

Hawaiian sour ces prior to 1900. 

The ranking of these name options in order of their 

li~eli1.ood would be as follows: 

n# 
~ ~ ~ 

Pu'uowaina - earliest printed form used by a Hawaiian 
Puowaina - most frequent use in Hawaiian sources. 
Puoaina - early use by Hawaiian source. 
Pu' oina - relatively early use by Hawaiian source 
Puawai 
and 
Puawaina 
Puwaina 

- two variations by a dictionary author 
- collected from map, earliest Hawaiian form 

used in print 
Pu'uowaina - collected from a commercial map 
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Of these pre-1900 variations of the name, those 

f ou r used by Hawaiian sources appear to be the most certain 

and reliabl e. A question remains though, as to whether the 

meaning con tained in each variation relates to the site; a 

criterion wh ich agrees with customary use of place names 

(pg. 7-10) and which is in accordance with the computer 
r 

study of place names summarized in Place Names of Hawai'i 

(21:258). The relation of each name with the physical 

character of the s ite, the legendary account or the e~rly 

history of the a r ea is shown below. 

Pu'uowaina - hi ll of placing; relates to historic templ es 
Puowaina - hi ll of placing; relates to historic temples 
PUoaina - by t he gloss suggested in its spelling, (coit i on), 
this form has no obvious relation to the mater i al 
about th e s i te 
Pu'oina - su perior hill; reference to historic kapu or to the 
physical presence of the site. 

Pu'uowaina, Puowaina and Pu'oina each giye some 

reference t o th e background material reported in this paper. 

Puoaina's suggest ed reference is outside of the available 

legendary, hi storical and physical context. Poss i bly some 
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historical occurance leading to this name has been ommitted 

from the record reported here, or a mispelling or 

misprinting occurred in the recording of the name. With 

on ly the single occurance of Puoaina and with no other 

supporting information on the name it is impossible to 

further clarify the user's intentions or correctness 
I • 

Pu'uowaina and Puowaina stand out as the two most 

plausible traditi onal forms of the four names used by 

Hawaiian sources in the 19th century. Pu'uowaina is the 

earliest form and Puowaina is used most often, These two 

are variati ons on the same name; Puowaina being a contracted 

form of Pu'uowaina which itself is a contracted form of 

Pu'uowaiho'ana (same meaning). Because the form Pu'uowaina 

only occurs once in pre-1900 Hawaiian sources, the 

relationshi p is unclear, but Pu'uowaina is either an older 

form or possibly an acceptable variation of the more common 

form, Puowaina. Either way, the name may be considered to 

be contained within its contracted form. This relation 

supports their potential as traditional name forms by 

showing that the earliest and most common usage is of two 

forms of the same name. 

This relation presents a case like that of Le'ahi. In 

older records Lae'ahi is seen, but the name has been 

contracted in post-contact usage to its present common 

form, Le'ahi. (21:126) The early use of Pu'uowaina, when 

compared with the common modern usage of Puowaina indicates 

this same process at work. 
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The common early use of Puowaina and its related form, 

Pu'uowaina, along with the relation of the name to the 

history of the area, leads to the conclusion that Puowaina 

is the most acceptable of the many forms considered as 

traditional names for the area. Puowaina became the most 

common Hawaiian name for the area to be use~ throughout the 

written historical record and has been adopted by the 

federal and state governments as the name of the crater and 

the road that circles it. (61) 

Granting the spelling of the name as Puowaina, modern 

folk etymologists have reconsidered the translation of the 

name, suggesting new meanings for the accepted spelling. 

Translating the "waina" as a Hawaiianized version of "wine" , 

the result is Hill-of-wine, glossed as Wine-hill or 

Punchbowl. To verify this, attention is called to the 

common English name and to the presence of Don Marin's 

vineyard, planted in the 1820's on the plain below the 

crater. The distance between Puowaina and the vineyard, 

located seaward of today's Foster Botanical Gardens, makes 

this suggesti on unlikely but not impossible. 

Taking folk etymology another step, Theodore Kelsey 

theorizes that the "wa" of Piiowaina is pronounced long, 

altering the me aning to Hill-of-roar-from-afar, a reference 

to the power of the ancient temples. Though this change 

would require a macron over the vowel of the affected 

syllable in today's orthography (Puowaina), the change would 

have been invisible 
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in earlier orthographies which did not reflect the long 

vowe l. 

Folk etymology, by its nature, often produces 

sugges tions that cannot easily be disproved, though they may 

lack su pportive material. These two suggestions are modern, 

but are not likely to be the last ones offe~ed. Puowaina 

may be th e accepted form of the name, but the interpretation 

of that name will always be material for reinterpretation. 

The conclusion of this paper is that Puowaina is the 

traditional name of the area; a derivative of both 

Pu'uowaina and Pu'uowaiho'ana. This name and its 

interpre tation have been accepted as a convention by the 

majori t y for a long enough period of time to be considered 

traditi onal. 
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