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For this evening….

• Background on the Hawaiʻi Board on Geographic 
Names

• Guidelines for naming of features in Hawaiʻi
• Current decision making process
• Next steps for the features created during 2018 

Kīlauea eruption



HBGN

• The Hawaiʻi State Board on Geographic Names was 
created by Act 50 of the 1974 Hawaiʻi State 
Legislature. 

• Act 50 (Chapter 4E, Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes) 
states that the purpose of the Board is “… to assure 
uniformity in the use and spelling of the names of 
geographic features within the State.”

• Operates under the Principles, Policies, and 
Procedures established by the
U.S. Board on Geographic Names.

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0004E/


Who sits on the HBGN Board?
The board consists of the following persons or their 
representatives:
• The chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural 

resources

• The chairperson of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs
• The chairperson of the Department of Hawaiian 

Homelands
• The director of the Office of Planning

• The president of the University of Hawaiʻi
• The State Land Surveyor 
• The president of the Bernice P. Bishop Museum



What is the Board 
responsible for?

• Standardized spelling of geographic names
• Designating the official names and spellings of 
geographic features in Hawaiʻi

• Names approved by the Board are to be used within 
State departments on all maps and documents



Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/f?p=138:1:0:::::

• The U.S. Geological Survey developed the GNIS in support of 
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as the official repository 
of domestic geographic names data.

• The database assigns a unique, permanent feature identifier, 
the Feature ID, as the only standard Federal key for accessing, 
integrating, or reconciling feature data from multiple data 
sets. 

• The GNIS collects data from a broad program of partnerships 
with Federal, State, and local government agencies and other 
authorized contributors, and provides data to many 
stakeholders.





Some Rules on 
Naming

• There is only one approved official name for a 
geographical feature.

• A place may have an alternate name and/or 
multiple variant names. 

• The Board makes no judgment as to whether an 
official name or an alternate/variant name is the 
more “appropriate” name.



Guidelines for
Hawaiian Geographic Names

http://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/gis/bgn/Guidelines_for_Ha
waiian_Geographic_Names_v1.1.pdf
• Consult with Knowledgeable Community Members

• Check Resources
• Consider Hawaiian and Common Usage

http://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/gis/bgn/Guidelines_for_Hawaiian_Geographic_Names_v1.1.pdf


Consult with 
Knowledgeable 

Community 
Members

First priority: Native 
Hawaiian speaking members 
from the community where 

the geographic name is 
located.

Second priority: Members 
from the community where 

the geographic name is 
located whose command of 

the Hawaiian language is 
reliable.

Third priority: Members who 
were born and raised in the 

community where the 
geographic name is located.



Check 
Resources

• Utilize ALL appropriate reference publications as 
possible to verify geographic names (including 
proper placement of glottal stops and macrons). 

• Book references: Place Names of Hawaiʻi, 
Government Survey Records, etc. 

• Online sources: ulukau.org, Papakilo Database, 
nupepa.org, etc

• Oral history interviews



Hawaiian 
Language and 

Usage

• Geographic names that reflect historical spellings or forms 
commonly used or preferred by the local population may be 
considered

• The Board has established guidelines for how to spell certain 
place names.  Some examples below:

• Geographic names are to be capitalized.   e.g. Waikāne 
not waikāne 

• Only the initial letter of a geographic name is to be 
capitalized. This includes proper nouns within the 
geographic name. e.g. Waikāne not WaiKāne

• Geographic names shall be written as one word unless 
a single word modifier at the end separates an already 
established place name into two or more geographic 
regions. e.g. Kalihi Uka or Kalihi Kai



Decision making process for all names
• Naming application 

• Fill out form with as much detail as possible
• Include any references, photos, maps of location 

as supplemental information
• Keep in mind the Naming Guidelines previously 

explained
• See HBGN website for details on naming proposal 

process https://planning.hawaii.gov/gis/hbgn/

• The Board discusses each name proposed, 
including the completeness of the application 
and supporting documents

• Names which come to an individual in 
traditional ways, such as in dreams, can also 
be indicated

https://planning.hawaii.gov/gis/hbgn/


Steps for 
Naming of 
“Fissure 8”

• The Board acknowledges that it is the 
entity to designate a name for “Fissure 8” 
and other features created from the 2018 
Kīlauea eruption.  However, the
community should be the ones to create 
and support that name

• The Board established a Permitted 
Interaction Group to discuss the naming 
and determine a process for achieving that

• Community meeting to discuss naming 
process and background

• Continued outreach to key individuals 
unable to attend community meetings



Steps for 
Naming of 
“Fissure 8”

• Deadline for naming applications for “Fissure 
8”:  June 30, 2019

• Names for other features can be submitted, 
however there is no due date

• Follow up community meeting after the 
deadline to discuss names that have been 
proposed

• Completed report for the full Board on 
gathered information from the community by 
end of calendar year 2019





Alternate Names: Criteria

• A name may be considered by the Board as an Alternate Name for a 
place or feature based on one or both of the following criteria: 

• The name’s use and spelling are as widely or nearly as widely accepted 
by members of the community as the Primary Name, based on 
evidence submitted to and evaluated by the Board. 

• The name has reliable and verifiable supporting evidence of its use and 
spelling in an amount equal to or nearly equal to the Primary Name 
based on evidence submitted to and evaluated by the Board. 



Alternate Names: Use Guidelines

• For state agencies, an Alternate Name is an official name and may be 
used interchangeably with the Primary Name in all maps and 
documents. 

• After determining that a place or feature has a Primary name and an 
Alternate name, the Board may give preference to the Hawaiian name 
as the Primary name over the Non-Hawaiian name. 

• After determining that a place or feature has a Primary name and an 
Alternate name, the Board may determine that all other names be 
considered as Variant names.



MAHALO!

He ui?  He nīnau?
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