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HOW CAN WE 
SIMPLIFY 

PERMITTING 
IN HAWAII?
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STEP 1



1. UNDERSTAND TODAY’S 
PERMITTING PROCESS
Currently there are over 40 different permits, approvals 
and regulatory processes. 
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YOU BUILD A HOUSE WITH ONE BRICK AT A TIME. 
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FIRST BRICK: BUILDING PERMIT
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SECOND BRICK: 6E HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMPLIANCE
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THIRD BRICK: INDIVIDUAL WASTEWATER SYSTEM 
(IWS) PERMIT
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WHO APPROVES
BUILDING PERMITS?
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COUNTY OF KAUAI

Kauai County’s permitting software is 
called ePlan which stands for Electronic 
Plan Review:

• Launched on April 2013. 

• Click2Gov is also used for permitting 
purposes. 

• First County to go 100% paperless.
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COUNTY OF HAWAII

Hawaii County’s permitting system is called 
EPIC which stands for Electronic Permitting 
and Information Center:

• Launched for public use on July 28, 
2021. 

• According to data from University of 
Hawaii Economic Research Organization, 
Hawaii County outpaced other counties 
over a five-year period. 

• Before it was a three-permit (Building, 
Plumbing, and Electrical) process and 
now it’s a one-permit process.
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COUNTY OF MAUI

Maui County’s permitting software is 
called MAPPS which stands for Maui’s 
Automated Planning and Permitting 
System:

• Launched on April 18, 2022. 

• KivaNet was replaced by MAPPS. 

• 100% paperless system.
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CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

Honolulu City and County’s new 
permitting software (HNL Build) will 
launch soon for applications, tracking 
and online payment:

• Scheduled to launch August 4, 2025

• Replace an outdated 26-year-old 
software system. 

• $5.6 million modernization paid by 
federal fiscal recovery funds.
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WHO REVIEWS
6E HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

COMPLIANCE?
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HAWAII STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION 
(SHPD)

SHPD is comprised of three branches, 
Architecture, Archaeology, and History & 
Culture, and together they collectively 
strive to preserve and protect Hawaiʻi’s 
historic identity.

Hawaii Cultural Resource Information 
System (HICRIS) is SHPD’s web-based 
application. It allows online project 
review and submission, full GIS 
integration, access to library materials 
and real-time collaboration with 
reviewers.
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HAWAII REVISED STATUES (HRS) CHAPTER 6E
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HRS 6E-10 review: a review of alterations or changes to privately owned 
properties which are listed on the Hawaiʻi Register.

HRS 6E-42 review: a review of projects that require a state or county 
permit, certificate, land use change, subdivision, or other entitlement for 
use, which may affect a historic property.

HRS 6E-08 review: a review of any state or county project with potential to 
affect historic properties.



WHO APPROVES
INDIVIDUAL WASTEWATER 

SYSTEM (IWS) PERMITS?
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HAWAII STATE WASTEWATER BRANCH

Under Hawaii State Department of Health, the 
Wastewater Branch administers the individual 
wastewater systems (IWS). Their mission is to 
protect public health and the environment.

eHawaii is being used as their online application 
and payment services for IWS filings.
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INDIVIDUAL WASTEWATER SYSTEM (IWS)

IWS are on-site systems for treating and 
disposing wastewater. There are three 
types of IWSs (septic tank, aerobic 
treatment unit and cesspool) that are 
most commonly installed in Hawaii.
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SPEED TASK FORCE FORMATION

The SPEED Task Force was established through Act 133 (SLH 2025) and House 
Concurrent Resolution No. 157 (HCR 157). The SPEED Task Force chose to conduct its 
meetings under the Sunshine Law to provide transparency throughout the process. At 
the conclusion of the task force, a report will be submitted to the Legislature.
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https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2025/bills/GM1233_.PDF
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2025/bills/HCR157_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2025/bills/HCR157_.htm


SPEED TASK FORCE GOALS
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Make Permitting Simple

A simpler process 
means fairness and 
safety for everyone.

Enable Tracking

Tracking shows where 
you are and helps you 

make better project 
decisions.



UPCOMING MEETINGS

As of July 16, 2025, the SPEED Task Force is underway with 
member appointments and the start of its first meeting. If you are 
interested in being part of SPEED, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to Rep. Greggor Ilagan at repilagan@capitol.hawaii.gov or by 
phone at 808-557-5819.
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THANK YOU 
Greggor Ilagan

808-557-5819

repilagan@capitol.hawaii.gov

www.repilagan.com
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