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Testimony from September 9, 2019 Public Fact Gathering Meeting
1)
Darryl Aiwohi
My only is being a Honokōhau landowner and I raise taro down there. Our stream, because of
that last storm, I know it affected a lot of things. It really screwed up our stream. One of the
questions is, what are you guys going to do to help me get rid of. I mean we’ve got, really I
bring this here, but his taro patches are completely wiped out. The water came down and took all
his soil, all his taro, he can’t grow taro any more. He put the o‘o down, it’s hard rock already.
It’s all nice dirt. I know this storm was a one-in-100-year storm, but the river itself is trashed.
When are you guys to, who is going to come and clean it? That’s one of my questions. And
hopefully, we always will have enough water for the farmers. And I tell you now, there’s not
many farmers, but when I was growing up, the whole valley was taro. Will we have enough
water when more of these younger generation go back to their land and raise taro, or do we have
to go and beg for water? That’s my question. Clean up and guarantee a steady water supply.
2)
Jon Kindred
Thank you. I’m providing this testimony in my capacity as president of the Plantation Estates
Lot Owners Association. Earlier today I submitted testimony in writing and I’d simply like to
summarize that at this point now. Our community, Plantation Estates, was formed in 1990 and
the landscape irrigation needs for our homes and our common areas had been provided by the
Kapalua Water Company through the Honokōhau Ditch. We’re aware that water in the ditch
comes from diversions on the Honokōhau Stream as well as other sources. We are part of this
community and we depend on these water systems and we are deeply interested in these
proceedings. We’ve been aware of the efforts of the Commission on Water Resource
Management for the past few years in West Maui. We sincerely appreciate the work of Kaleo
Manuelm Ayron Strauch, and other staff, as they prepare to recommend the new interim instream
flow standards for the Honokōhau and Honolua Streams. As an interested community member,
we’ve been very engaged with learning more about our relationship to these important streams.
There have been three perspectives that really guide our approach here. First, we recognize that
in Hawai‘i water is held as a public trust. That there are four protected public trust uses of water
and also that our community’s irrigation uses are not one of these protected uses. Second, as we
live below one of the wettest places on earth, with abundant ground and surface water sources,
we believe there is more than enough water to fully provide for public trust uses, existing uses,
and future uses as anticipated in state and county plans. This should be possible if the
Commission and all stakeholders move forward in a thoughtful, respectful, and practical way.
This approach should be incremental, beginning with immediate return of some waters to the
Honokōhau Stream, while providing some level of assurance to existing, legal offstream users as
reliable data is monitored regularly and necessary infrastructure improvements are made. Third,
while our community’s irrigation use is not a public trust use of water, we believe that under the
law, our use is an existing user of water and our uses meet the legal standards of both being
reasonable and beneficial. I’d like to emphasize, again, we sincerely appreciate the work of the
Commission staff in this complex endeavor. Thank you for providing us with this opportunity to
work together, to collaborate in finding solutions which can work for all stakeholders engaged in
the Honokōhau Stream. Thank you.
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3)
David Schulmeister
I’m here, I’m representing Ka‘anapali Land. Just a few comments. I’ll try to fit it within three
minutes and then we’ll see how it goes later. I’d like to begin by also expressing an appreciation
for the Water Commission staff. I know you guys worked really hard and you don’t get paid the
extra hours for climbing the mountains to look at the intakes and getting back late at night, and I
really appreciate it. I think you guys do a great service. But as far as the situation with the
instream flow standards, as Ayron mentioned, Ka‘anapali Land depends on the Honokōwai
source for the farm operation, coffee farm, and other activities. I think the concern with the
IFSAR that I’d like to express, and we’ll follow this up in writing, is there’s a description of
Honokōwai Stream as being a perennial stream. I think it’s described as being perennial in the
upper reaches and then dry in the lower reaches. Having been up there recently with Ayron, I
think it’s important to keep in mind that when you go above the Amalu diversion on the Amalu
Branch, that actually during low-flow conditions, like we’ve been having recently, it’s actually
pretty much dry up there. The Amalu diversion is described, and you had a photo of it. You
show the photo of the tunnel entrance there which goes across to Kapaloa, but you didn’t really
comment on the fact that the diversion structure itself is essentially gone. So, the Amalu
diversion dam has been washed away and it is actually not operable. So you have a situation on
Amalu where the current condition is that, during dry weather, there’s no water coming above
the diversion to divert and even when there is, when there’s freshets, it just comes across the
bedrock where the dam used to be. So there really isn’t any water, any rainwater, being diverted
at Amalu anymore. On the Kapaloa side, if you hike up… you show the pictures of the dam, but
if you go up to the development Tunnel 20A intake, above there, the stream is also dry. And I
think that that’s very important, because when you talk about it being a gaining stream in the
upper reach, not sure where the upper reach is there’s a gaining stream, because when you get to
the Tunnel A, you’ve got two, two-and-a-half million gallons that’s coming into the stream there,
but there’s nothing coming above. So if it’s gaining above that, it’s also losing before you get to
Tunnel A. So in effect, you have a situation where from Tunnel A down to the Kapaloa
diversion, that’s really tunnel water that’s coming down, and that tunnel is a registered well. So
from Ka‘anapali Land’s standpoint, that’s groundwater no surface water. And there’s a
comment in one of the slides you showed previously where you cite Stearns and McDonald as
having said that the development tunnels are tapping dike compartment groundwater that
would’ve otherwise, probably, made its way into the stream via a spring or something. One
thing I’d like to point out is, in your IFSAR, one of the things you point out… and this is…you
had a slide that, I don’t know if you could put up, but anyway, it looks like this, background
hydrology, rainfall, and recharge, and you talk about the dike-impounded groundwater. You say
that the dike compartments are hydraulically connected and excess inflow either recharges other
aquifers or seeps into streams where erosion has cut deep enough to intersect the dike. So there’s
two possibilities, either the dike water will recharge an aquifer, or it may enter into the stream.
Now Stearns and McDonald speculated in 1942 that it might enter the stream, such as they
commented on Honokōhau, but Stearns and McDonald in 1942 did not have the USGS low-flow
study that was done in 2014. And that study has seepage runs that were done, which pretty much
show that any water coming in below the convergence is going to seep back into the ground
extremely rapidly. Probably the most telling seepage run, I forget the year that it was done, but
there was five million gallons per day of flow that was coming past the convergence of Amalu
and Kapaloa, so that meant it was raining hard to have five million gallons per day coming there.
And within just over a mile, it went to zero flow in the stream. So it shows that’s an exteremly
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leaky section of the stream. There’s another piece of data that Stearns and McDonald did not
have, and it’s not mentioned in the IFSAR, and this is something we’re going to supplement in
writing with some data, but in the 1960s there’s a number of wells that were attempted to be
drilled in the Honokōwai Gulch below the convergence of the two tributaries. And basically
what they were looking for was high-level groundwater and they didn’t find any. So the only
well in that area that hits high-level groundwater is the one that you mention as being a former
Pioneer Mill well, and that’s actually above the confluence. It’s like 1,400-feet or whatever, so
you have a situation where at that elevation… So basically if you have the seepage runs that
show that the water is going to disappear at a very rapid rate and you don’t have evidence that
there’s high-level groundwater that’s going to intersect the stream, then you don’t have the
situation, on Honokōwai anyway, where the stream channel is incising, as you say, the
groundwater. So Ka‘anapali Land is very concerned that if there’s any thought of saying…Well
there’s two concerns here. One is, the well water that’s coming from Tunnel A, it’s not really
surface water, it’s not stream water, so that really isn’t what should be put back in the stream
because it never would’ve been in the stream in the first place. And if you did put it in, then it
would just drop down and it would effectively have to be pumped again. And I think you
mentioned in your presentation that the R3 well, which is what I think you’re referring to, at one
time had a maximum capacity of 1.7. So if you were to put it back in, then you’d just have to
incur the cost to pump it back out again, which makes no sense. I’m done with my three
minutes, do I have anymore time here? I have a few more comments I’d like to make later if
there’s time.
4)
Sy Feliciano
Aloha, thanks for giving me good three minutes. My name is Sy Feliciano. I live in Honokōhau
Valley, and I also got to work for Hoa‘āina Farm Services for over a year and I got to work on
the ditch. I got to take Ayron and Malie up on their first visit to the intake. I remember that day
where Ayron said he’s writing this report and he’s studying the law on what the stream use is.
And I remember him saying that the first right to the water is the taro farmer and the stream
fauna and flora. So, I think that comment that he gave me really said, wow, if he’s going to work
his report around what the law says, which makes sense to our community, I really want to help
him and give him all the information I have from working the ditch for a little over a year to see
the report come out, to actually help our community. So while working the ditch, I noticed that
there were community concerns, so I reached out to the taro farmers, mostly Wili Wood, to
Keith, to other farmers, Kimo Lindsey, and asked them how the river is fluctuating during the
big water and what’s happening. So a lot of the concern was there was a dry area from Aotaki
dam down to Taro gate. So the dry area was because the high water would clog up the Aotaki
gate and then no water would flow for two miles until Taro gate was dumping water back in.
And I watched the ‘o‘opu stress out and I asked Ayron a question, “how many days does it take
for the fish to start dying.” And he said, “maybe like four days maximum.” So I came up with
this term called a response time. So Hoa‘āina, Maui Land & Pine, they needed to be more
responsible and get there within… Within 24 hours I could see the stream… the fish stressing,
because there was no water coming through the dam. So what I’m hoping is with this stream
report, we get more regulation on the diversions. So just because it’s way up in the mountain
and there’s nobody really monitoring it and taking care of it, we need to have some kind of way
of policing it and monitoring it and the response time needs to be, not four days, but 24 hours.
Because I lived in the valley and talking to Wili, you could see, OK, there’s a big water coming,
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so Hoa‘āina is responsible to get up there and flush the gate. But now, no one’s doing that. Has
it been a year yet, where no one is actually monitoring the diversions? So I’m hoping that this
report can be a little more strict on those big diversions, not just Honokōhau, but Honokōwai, all
these diversions. Nobody’s taken care of the ditch for how many years, like when was the last
time a big maintenance got done to this system. So that’s one of my concerns is just… whoever
is running this ditch needs to be on it. When Maui Pine used to run the ditch, you heard of ditch
clean-ups happening a few times a year. When I worked for Hoa‘āina, only a short period of
time, but they said that they did it once in like five years. And I don’t know if… now, they’re
saying the ditch is in very disrepair and so I’m hoping that this report will just tighten up that
ditch, because the taro farmers are suffering in the valley. A lot of the water is being diverted for
no reason, like Ayron said that when the high water happens, a lot of water is pushed into the
intake, into the ditch, and it’s not even being used. All these systems need to be repaired, need to
be monitored, so the community who has a hard enough time to grow taro, doesn’t have to be
worried about when is the workers going to go up there and protect their right, their law. You
know, so… It’s kind of hard for me to explain everything that I want to explain, but if anybody
wants to contact to talk to me about what I’ve learned on the ditch, my name is syfeliciano@
gmail.com. I’d be happy to sit down with anybody and share like I did with Ayron and Malie
and the community, to just improve the system, because the system is in place… was built for
agriculture. That was one of the reasons why I wanted to get back and to work the ditch, because
to see more farms going in the place, not gated community, landscapes, or golf courses. I don’t’
believe that the right use of the water. So once again, anybody wants to contact me to talk more
about water, because I’ll be around in the community trying to help everybody, so thank you.
5)
Ka‘apuni Aiwohi
My name is Ka‘apuni Aiwohi. My family comes from Honokōhau Valley. My daughter’s name
is Pi‘imauna, her grandmother’s name is Pi‘imauna, and my grandfather’s grandmother’s name
is Pi‘imauna, who is buried in that valley. That was my grandfather who spoke earlier. This is
the valley that my family come from. I’m also involved in Hui o Nā Wai ‘Ehā. I’m a board
member, so I also represent that group too. I feel like I need to say that too, because we’re going
through the same issues over there, and right now, we don’t have enough to even farm in
Honokōhau Valley. That’s kind of just about myself. And what I would like to tell the
Commission that I feel the right thing to do is to restore 100-percent of the water in Honokōhau
Valley. There is no plan that DHHL has, that the County has, to efficiently manage the water
that they take out of the valley. And until those issues are solved, then they can come to the
residents, the people who live in that valley, and see how much they can take. But they’re not
going to take water if they can’t even efficiently manage those things. So, I think the concerns
earlier is everybody want to open their hand to get water from the valley, but we don’t have
people that are willing to get in there and work and do it. With the gate, with the dam still
broken, you know, we have people, we have the County, we have all these people wanting to
take water, but where are they when it’s time to take care of it. Where are they where we have
these streams that the State manages, but who is the ones that are left to clean it. It’s the people
in the valley. It’s not everybody else that lives outside the valley. So I think that we need to
respect the natural geography of the area and give that power to the people who live there and
not give it to an entity outside. So couple things that I also want to say. I also believe that we
need 100-percent, because I don’t know how I could tell my kids how to divide which of my kids
are allowed to eat poi. How do I tell them that in Waikapū, there’s only 72-percent restoration,
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so 72-percent of my children… How can I say that in Wailuku, 62-percent of the water is there.
How can I… I’m going to have to divide. Right now, the State has to come up where they’re
going to draw the line at how much stays in the stream and how much doesn’t. And that
percentage is going to affect my family, that percentage is going to affect how much of my
family can actually grow taro there. That percentage is going to affect how much poi Maui is
going to import from Hanalei. I love Kaua‘i, but Kaua‘i does not belong on Maui when we have
the resources to grow that poi on Maui. So I’m really asking for the empowerment. Give that
empowerment back to those in that valley that takes care, right, that takes care of that valley
every day. I’m asking for you guys to make me stay up late at night to finish lesson plans for
students who are coming to visit our valley. I’m asking to let my kids fight over which variety of
taro is the best, the same way they fight over which chocolate is best in the candy aisle. I’m
asking you to let my kids nag me about always wanting to pound poi for their classroom to take
back to their teacher. I’m asking you to let my wife beg me for hand-pounded poi because the
machine just doesn’t do it for her. The question is how much poi is my family allowed to eat and
what percentage of children can eat poi. And the answer is 100-percent. Mahalo.
6)
Tamara Paltin
Hi, thanks for my three minutes. I think the last two guys pretty much said it all, but right now
we’re in the CPAC, the Community Plan Advisory Committee, and they’re talking about a
framework for growth. And I think that if you look at the current situations going on across the
State, we need to have a big framework for growth for more lo‘i in Honokōhau. I think it was
last month, we opened up one more lo‘i within three hours and it was a big group effort. So I
think that it would be a mistake to look at three acres or whatever is currently there, because it’s
based on current circumstances based on what’s been going on up to this point. But I think that
you may need to plan for exponential growth of more lo‘i, because, to me, the way that I see
things going, that’s the trend of things. And also, with the recent vote to settle, I think that
instead of fighting over stream water, we do need to use as much R1 water as possible. If that
means mixing, OK, but I would prefer that folks plant crops that don’t… that are chloridetolerant or what you were saying before. For Honolua, when we were talking about the diversion
there, they’re saying that all this water goes into a diversion and it comes out a small little pipe
and they’re claiming that the entire amount of the water gets back into the stream and so I would
say just remove the diversions. Remove the diversions that are broken, remove the diversions
that are just taking the water and supposedly putting 100-percent back, because what’s really the
point of that if we’re talking about a framework of growth and groundwater aquifer recharge is
really important. I’m not sure the specifics of what the other gentleman said about the water
going back down, but it sounded like aquifer recharge which I think is a good thing, because
with the development that is being planned for Lahaina, they’re pumping out a lot of water, so
we need to think about recharging the aquifers if we want to continue to pump out water. If
we’re going to pump out more and more water, we need to recharge the aquifers and sounds like
that’s a good way to do it. I’m for more restoration of all the streams and more reuse of the R1
water. And if folks are going to be major diverters of water, then like the previous guy said, they
need to also put back in. They cannot just take, take, take. They gotta maintain the systems, you
know, not just leave it, oh, this is broken, oh, this is not working. If you want to take it, you
gotta take care of it. So, that’s about it.
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7)
Jonathan Scheuer, Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
Aloha mai kākou. My name is Jonathan Likeke Scheuer. I wear a lot of hats. I’m here tonight
on behalf of the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, and Ayron talked a little bit about the
‘āina that the Department has at Honokōwai. I just want to describe for the Commissioners and
those present, and the Commission staff, how DHHL is approaching this opportunity to use R1
water on its lands at Honokōwai. For many years, DHHL did not have a set policy on how it
made water decisions. Each water decision was sort of made on case-by-case basis, but in 2014,
after two years of beneficiary consultation around Hawai‘i, the Hawaiian Homes Commission
adopted a water policy plan to guide future water decisions. And there’s four main policies in
that plan. The first one, this actually expressly determine and plan for future water needs and
participate in broader water management issues. The second is to aggressively exercise, reclaim,
and protect Hawaiian Home Land water kuleana. And it was really explicit among beneficiary
communities around Hawai‘i. We didn’t want to just talk about water rights, right, we want to
talk about water kuleanas, responsibility and rights together. Third, to develop, manage, and
steward water in a manner that balances cost, efficiency measures, and public trust uses in the
short- and long-term. And fourth, to aggressively and affirmatively communicate decisions,
reasoning, and performance in managing, stewarding, and using water before and after making
water decisions. So how does that apply to this area? When the third point, the third policy talks
about DHHL as a public trust use of water, we recognize that we have a priority of water than
standard private commercial uses. But we also realize, in this area, we’re not going to take so
much water that the public trust uses in Honokōhau Stream are going to suffer unbearably, so we
want to seek uses like R1 water, but we’re also committed, as it says in the other parts of the
policies, to communicate with our beneficiaries. So before, as in the process of DHHL’s going
through right now for planning subsistence homesteading uses on the lands at Honokōwai, it will
involve conversations about the kind of water available and the implications of the water choices
that are available to make farming on that and how that fits into the larger landscape. So that’s
how the Department’s approaching it. It’s very supportive of the process of… you know, for so
many years in Nā Wai ‘Ehā and elsewhere, was the community having to lead the effort to get
streams restored. It’s very gratifying that the Water Commission is stepping forward and driving
that process rather than communities having to. And we’re supportive of that and we want to be
part of that, recognizing both our role as a public trust user, but also a public trust offstream user
and that the onstream public trust uses need to be protected. Mahalo.
8)
Frank Caprioni
Aloha mai kākou. Thank you guys for coming here. I guess I just got one big question, because
I’m sure you guys are kind of familiar, I’ve dealt with you guys before. And one of my biggest
questions to you guys is who’s going to enforce all this stuff that you guys are talking about,
because it sounds good and it sounds great and we definitely do need regulation and stuff, but
who’s going to enforce it. Because, to be honest with you, we dealt with you in Olowalu. I’ve
called you guys multiple times and got no call back. What I got actually was lawyers coming to
my house from the private entities and stuff, so I was more attacked on the other side for
something that I didn’t do wrong at all. So again, my biggest question to you guys is, who at that
end of the day is going to enforce this. CWRM sounds great and all, but I think what we really
gotta create is KWRM, the Kanaka Water Resource Management. You need the people of that
place, in the area there, taking care of the stuff. You know what I mean. And I think, like, we
have the… I think it’s the, don’t quote me on this, but the CMMA, the Community Management
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Makai Area that I think Ekolu Lindsey guys created down in Lahaina with using community
members who are there every day, who know what’s going on. They’re taking water samples. I
think we need to do the same thing up in the mountains too. And as we know now, I know it’s
kind of cliché sometimes to say, but mauka to makai. What happens up top effects down below,
you know what I mean. So I think, everything that going on the reefs has to do with up in the
mountains. Marine biologists, people, will all… they’ll tell you this stuff too, you know. So I
think it is so… what you guys have in your hands right now is so important for everybody,
because again, this is a public utilities thing too. So, again, I think that’s my biggest question to
you guys, is how are we going to enforce this. Because at the end of the day, we can create all
the laws that we want, but if there’s no enforcing to it, it doesn’t matter. You know what I mean.
And that’s what’s really going on with a lot of these private corporations. They know it. There’s
nobody there to enforce it, so to them they look at it as a joke. I’m sorry, I gotta make a
comment on something that I heard earlier on the homeowner’s association up on the plantation.
And this is something that goes the same up in Launiupoko, on Olowalu, and probably the same
all across the State, but there’s all these big houses that are on agricultural land that are supposed
to be doing agricultural stuff, and all the while, all they’re doing is wasting the agricultural
water. Me, myself, I’m a landscaper. I go to these properties. All these properties that I go to,
there’s nobody even there. I’ll be there working through from 7 til 3, maybe even 4, 5 o’clock in
the afternoon, the water gets turned on at 12 o’clock in the afternoon. I mean it doesn’t take a
brilliant farmer to know that you don’t water in the day, especially in Lahaina. The thing’s going
to evaporate out, you know what I mean, so I think we need to create guidelines on these things
too, you know, and so again, I just want to really stress that to you guys. How are we going to
enforce these laws, because at the end of the day, I hope that these would become laws. Not only
how are we going to enforce them, but there needs to be stricter fines so to speak. So again, for
example on Olowalu, at the end of the day after these illegal diversions were taken out, at the end
of the day, don’t quote me on this, I could be wrong, but it was a thousand or so dollars. And the
damage that happens inside of these streams, the life inside of the stream, at times, it’s
irreparable. So to even put a dollar amount to that is just… you cannot. So I think that the fines
need to be stiffer, and again, we need to have enforcement… strict, strong enforcement. And I
know nowadays too, there’s plenty Hawaiians, and plenty just people without jobs too. I know
there’s plenty of people that know these mountains so well, they would love to be up there. But
then it comes like what we dealt with in Olowalu, is with land issues. Oh no, they don’t want
you up there, you know what I mean, allowing you up there. And then another thing to that was
kind of interesting to me when I talk with you guys before, was that, some of the comments that I
got from you guys, and not specifically from you, but CWRM as a whole, was that, oh, the
streams are Army Corps of Engineers. That’s their, you know, kuleanas. And so, we can’t really
say you have to go through them, and so sometimes I feel like you guys kind of bounce back and
forth. And again, I’m not trying to point fingers at any individual, just as a whole and stuff. And
so again, I really appreciate you guys coming here and taking the time out, but again, I would
really like to know… I don’t know if you can answer that question now, but I would really
appreciate if you guys could really think about that and how we’re going to enforce these things.
Again, we can create all the laws, but there’s no enforcement. So thank you guys very much for
your time.
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9)
Wili Wood
Aloha everybody. My name’s Wili Wood. My family and I live in Honokōhau Valley. We’ve
been restoring and planting lo‘i since 2005, with the help of volunteer groups, schools such as
Pūnana Leo, Ke Kula Kaiapuni, and Kahana Canoe Club, for example. We have donated
hundreds and hundreds of pounds of kalo to these schools and clubs for their fundraisers, and
there’s been many occasions where we’ve lost entire patches, entire lo‘is, due to insufficient and
inconsistent water flow. And you know, it’s really heartbreaking to see all the community get
together to do all this work and to see the patch spoiled right before harvest. And you know, we
still have to get in there and harvest that. We still have to get the community together and
everybody comes and puts in that work. And as we’re pulling out these big kalo, you can stick
your finger right through it. And that’s the stuff we’ve been dealing with for years. After
Tropical Storm Olivia, there was no one running the ditch system. Email, upon email, upon
email, to the person who’s supposed to be running the ditch system. No response. And the
responses we got were not good. So, today, we’re asking for you guys, please make the right
decision. Please do not rule for the water to go to these large corporation-type people, just to
make more money off of it. In the valley today, there’s roughly about three acres of kalo being
grown, but that’s due to insufficient water flow. There’s plenty families up there. There’s a lot
of people that would love get back on their land, but the water is just not there. And when it is
there, sometimes it’s too high. And then it’s too low the next day. So, we really need you guys
to get together and help us, especially with the irrigator. The irrigator is a big concern of the taro
farmers in the valley. And so, please, that’s what we’re asking you guys to decide on, the most
water possible to the stream. Hundred percent if can. We know there are some outside uses that
you guys really have to consider. But just keep in mind that, traditionally, the end users of
Honokōhau water have been negligent. They have wasted and not really cared. Never seen any
one of them up into the valley to do anything. So, that’s what I have to say. Thank you very
much. Aloha.
10) Ke‘eaumoku Kapu
Aloha. Ke‘eaumoku Kapu from Kaua‘ula. I highly support the intent pertaining to what’s
coming about. Maybe just gotta figure out what would be the reasonable management of what
type of surface water going come for the benefit of these rivers that are on the agenda. My only
concern is, like a few of the testifiers before us, is the enforcement part. Our valley was
estimated 3.4 million, right now we drawing 1.8. And the reason why I bring this up, I know it’s
not part of the agenda, but actually the content of what’s happening in our valley is most
definitely going to be similar to what’s going to happen, it depends on what the instream flow
standard going to be set for. Kaua‘ula Valley is dry. And I know that the Commission on Water
Resource Management only addresses the surface water. So I think everybody got to get a grasp
on the surface water versus the water in the ditch. And that’s another animal, that. That’s a valid
argument pertaining to how you going get the water and how many of the valley users are
dependent on the ditch versus dependent on the surface water. And I know that your kuleana is
only to address the necessary needs for taro cultivation, recreational purposes, the purpose for
making sure that the replenishment of the river, also addresses the fauna and species, and those
kinds of things, yeah. So I think what needs to be really look at, from everybody here, is to
understand your kuleana pertaining to what’s coming from the natural flow in the river from the
surface water versus the ditch. And the ditch is going to be most definitely contentious on your
part. I don’t know whether or not that’s your jurisdiction to adjudicate or even determine the

9

ditch. Because I going through that same problem right now. That I so far up on the river, I’m
dependent on what the water is diverted from the river that comes to my house, so I can cultivate
my traditional rights to grow taro versus my family that lives alongside the bottom of the river,
which they can be dependent on the natural flow of the river. So, I think to make sure that
everybody’s not confused with the situation of what’s happening that it’s the ditch that going
create the animosity amongst everybody’s common use of the water when you start talking about
public trust doctrines. I think we stay in the… in front of the wrong people. I don’t know, but if
we going to address the percentage of water that’s going to be set for the instream flow standard,
we gotta make sure that, how is it going to affect us. Because it’s affecting me, right now. And
all I want to add in the end is to make sure that once something is implemented and it’s written
into law, that enforcement needs to play a very important part. Because that didn’t stop anything
in our valley. I mean, we get guys already going for different animals, known as a 201H project
trying to see if they can get water. The bad part for me is the State is allowing them and saying
that, oh, you guys can do whatever you want to, but main thing you don’t stop the natural flow of
the river. That whatever was set in the instream flow standard and that’s not finished yet. 1.8.
We still get another 2 million gallons of water that we’re looking to put back in the river, which
was set by the Commission. I don’t see that. I don’t even see… now if you go down to the
mouth of Kaua‘ula River, where Puamana is, that buggah been dry for months. And it wasn’t
like that before the instream flow standard was set, so what’s happening. So I can only say,
whatever you guys asking for, to really, really look at the situation here, because what their
mandated to do versus the public trust doctrine and the water coming from the ditch versus the
water coming from the surface, that’s a different animal. Get more clarity before we start
looking at what type of determination of the instream flow standard once its set. So enforcement
if the key. I really hope that there is one way we can kind of get some kind of agreement from
the public utility company that the State maybe can set one standard to say that we need more
people at the table, not just for this public utility company to make the final determination on
what’s going to happen on their side, which may infringe upon our rights as kuleanas in that
valley. So enforcement is the key. Get all the players together, the ones that have an interest.
We have an interest. We have a ultimate interest to that water and it supersedes the public trust
doctrine. Everybody use that as an excuse. So mahalo, thank you.
11) Kaipo Kekona
Aloha mai kākou. Kaipo Kekona. Ka‘anapali moku representative. Everybody kind of touched
on most of the subjects that I think is important to get covered and address who… the chain of
where the rights to water is set and precedent in legal standings. Of course, we know how true
experience at what’s been taken place prior with the CWRM IFIS, whatever abbreviation is.
One thing that I haven’t heard mentioned today is more of the, you know, we identifying the
sources today and how they’ve been managed and how they’ve been diverted. What we never
touched on is the original existence of the resource before… I no like even using the word
resource because that’s something we taking and resourcing. It’s just a source itself, it’s the
source. We not looking at the source. The source was there before we all decided to resource it.
And that source itself was identified through its natural contours and geographical landscape, if
you will. You know, we talk about these lateral wells and wells was established here. Whether
it’s a lateral or vertical, whatever well was established, all of those wells was established upon
resources or sources that were there before they put in their new management or their new
infrastructure. Those things… I mean Honokōhau was almost 5,000 lo‘is. And that was just,
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yeah, we went divert the divert the water out of the stream and back into the stream. We went
resource ‘em first and then we went reestablish that system where the thing would go back into
that source. Today, when the thing is resourced today, it’s taking it far away and it’s not
returning in any manner other than going through this table with a bunch of different applications
upon that original source. So, if you want to… I think an important perspective that we missing,
as one whole community, I mean not all of us, but a majority of our community is not
understanding the original source. And when you can look at that source and understand how it
existed prior to all of our interruption, that’s really how we can begin to move and look at how
we should be co-existing with this source. So for me, that’s where I don’t hear anything being
subject or touched on in everybody’s discussion tonight. So, just kind of wanted to put that out
there and have people consider before you even think about the infrastructure and how this thing
went operate and what it provided and how it’s been providing for a hundred years or whatever,
just think about before you open your mouth about those things, think about what how went
operate on its own before that happened. These well systems were established on top of what
was natural springs. Maybe the spring might have been further up the hill, but in order to get to
that source quicker, they went tap in from the side with one lateral well on top of this spring that
was pouring into our stream before that. So, that’s just kind of where I think we should be
considering, understanding our source better before we try to take it and divert it. When we can
understand that from the beginning, we can more forward then. That’s all I get other than the
understanding of the taro, and the fauna, and the flora, and the establishment of the diversions,
and whose rights is what, and what is the right use of water. That’s all very important, but if we
don’t understand where it came from to begin with, we cannot move forward in that mindset
‘cause we just going keep downgrading that source and that’s what I think is important for us to
keep in mind as a community. Not so much you guys. I know you guys already get your set
criteria and formulas and how you going determine what going be done in order to accomplish
what you need to do by law, so I not going bother with trying to push on any of those subjects.
That’s it. Mahalo.
12) Kaniloa Kamaunu
Aloha. My name is Kaniloa Kamaunu. Waihe‘e Valley. I know this is not my town, but the
issues are the same. You know, I was there when they did the Nā Wai ‘Ehā case. And I learned
a lot from that case. You still here, so you know basically what my thoughts are. And my
thoughts is, and you know, it’s not to be insulting to anyone, but there are rights that belong to
us. People seem to overlook that. You know, the kānāwai. I always live by the kānāwai. That’s
what I fight with, because that’s real. You know, we talk about the public trust doctrine. And
again, kala mai, but that doesn’t pertain to us. Public trust doctrine dictates that the source is
managed by the governance of that country. You guys have set yourself to be that governance
and the decision-makers of these resources. What you fail to forget is that we as kanaka already
have that right. It’s our birthright. It was given to us. It’s for every kanaka. When I see the
kanakas come up here and beg for use for taro... taro was the law. People forget and that’s the
thing… gotta know our culture. You know, your Article 12, Section 7, talks about traditional
customary practice. The aha moku that was established, 212 talks about customary generational,
customary practices, traditional. Traditional is kalo is law. You no get land without kalo. You
were rich if you had kalo. The more kalo you had, that means you were prosperous, so they give
you more land, more kuleana. You get more water. Because that was the law. Kalo is relatives.
It’s not a thing where you just eat. It’s not your food, but it is our relative. ‘Āina, same thing.
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It’s in our creation chant. We related to ‘āina. It’s not a thing, it is a relative. And people forget
that these things are relatives to us. They are living, breathing people. Our people have taught
that. And that’s in our tradition. When the laws of kānāwai was made, it was made in
accordance to those thoughts of the kanaka and how we believe. It wasn’t made to have control,
to have power, to have money. ‘Āina was never to be used like that. It was never to be used. It
was mālama ‘āina. Not take from ‘āina. Mālama ‘āina means you responsible now to take care,
and it’s sad to say that this governance has failed drastically. If we look around, I mean you just
look around. Look at the waste of water. We giving ‘em to people who come here with money.
All these foreigners, they actually have no rights, and that’s the truth. Your guys rights don’t
count. We have a right. You guys supposed to protect our… your fiduciary duties… protect our
rights, because we are not Americans. We are not just citizens. So all those laws of the kānāwai
still come with us. We is the kingdom of Hawai‘i. The people want to look away from that. Oh
no, you guys part of this. No we not. And I’ve proven that. When I came here before, I said
kuleana. That’s me, my right as kuleana supersedes everybody else. You got any other claims,
that no mean nothing. State no mean nothing. County no mean nothing. Because if you get the
paperwork for show that you own ‘em, you got an interest, I like see. I was already told State
never going do that. And I told ‘em, why. Because you guys no more nothing. So why we
playing this games of who get rights? You guys know, your guys articles, the federal laws state
that we get rights, but we are the ones that are pushed to the side and we gotta come beg. Kalo is
law. It’s not something just we like go plant so we can eat and feed our kids, it’s how we are.
That’s our culture. We supposed to mālama ‘āina, we supposed to mālama kalo, we supposed to
mālama all these things, and that’s why our system works. Because mālama is the thought, not
economics. Economics dictates that you use and abuse until there is none, or somebody holds
everything and you then you gotta pay for ‘em That’s why the system is broken. We have the
answers. We always had the answers. We are the answers. You like kill this, you like fix this,
everybody like water, you come back to the kanaka. We are keiki o ka ‘āina This is ours, and
we getting dictated by laws that no pertain to us. But it’s our fault also, because we fail to find
out who we are. Mahalo.
13) Kanoelani Steward
Aloha nui kākou. [Opening statement spoken in Hawaiian.] Just wanted to mahalo you guys for
all of your hana nui. Definitely commend you guys for all of the data that you guys compiled for
all of the assessment reports. Definitely doesn’t look easy. Definitely also wanted to mahalo
everybody for being here. First of all, I definitely kāko‘o the use of the R1 water. You guys are
probably well aware of it, you guys talked about it inside of the assessment reports. It’s creating
a huge issue down in Hā‘ena Nui, which is also known as Kahekili Beach Park, Airport Beach.
And so I definitely urge large landowners to collaborate, whoever is in charge with the State and
the County to invest in the infrastructure that’s needed to utilize the wastewater for all of those
agricultural needs that are listed within the assessment report, since there is about 65-percent of
the water that’s being diverted from the stream. And so, to utilize wastewater, recycled water,
instead of stream water, that’ll be definitely a lanakila for our ‘āina. I totally kāko‘o about
enforcement. I work a lot with the uncles in Hā‘ena on Kaua‘i, with the community-based
subsistence fishing area, and that’s one thing that they’ve noticed when they created their rules
for the area is enforcement. You know, they go through this whole process by the State in
creating these rules that need to be followed by everybody, but then there’s nobody to come in
and help them enforce the laws. And, you know, the same thing is for everywhere across, you
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know, anybody utilizing any of these sources, and so, definitely trying to find ways to
collaborate. Coming up with something to help enforce the laws and whatever is put in place.
Also, I feel like there should also be funding allocated to fund a position, or someone from the
community, to maintain these diversions. In your presentation, you mention that the diversions
are always usually clogged, and all these kinds of things, and that totally has an affect on
everybody downstream. And so by recommending somebody from the community who, you
know, these people are accountable. These people, they realize the importance of malama’ing
something like that. And so they’re also familiar to the landscape, and so it kind of touches upon
what Sy guys were saying and the Kanaka CWRM, that was awesome. But definitely something
else to think about as well. I also have a few edits for you guys. So I’m a super strong advocate
of stream restoration, especially for freshwater fish and I mahalo all of that to Uncle Skippy,
sitting right over here. I had the honor and privilege of working with him, starting when I was
working for The Nature Conservancy and still here and there, getting to do surveys with him, but
so everything I’m about to say pertains to the sections of maintenance and fish and wildlife
habitat within the reports. So for the Honokōhau report, under the point-quadrat survey area, you
guys indicate nākea, ‘alamo‘o, and nōpili, but you guys fail to mention that ‘ōpae kuahiwi was
also sighted, but ‘ōpae kuahiwi was however noted in the table down below that you guys put in
the Table 4-2. But in the table, you guys left out ‘o‘opu nōpili, so just like double-checking what
you guys wrote down and confirming, everything, all the hard work and all the money and all the
time and energy that was invested in all of these surveys, they’re being presented to the public.
And then for the Honolua report, there’s absolutely no recent data from surveys done from the
past year, or even mention that anything was done. You guys only talk about the surveys that
were done in 1961, which definitely doesn’t reflect the fish population today. And the same goes
for Honokōwai, granted, because there’s not enough water in the stream system, but just
something to put up there. Also for Honolua… I guess I should just talk to you guys more often,
but we partnered with Pu‘u Kukui Watershed. I like this kumu kāko‘o for this papa ho‘okele
wa‘a. So we go up into Honolua Stream to incorporate that in our program, and so if training the
community and other people, and giving them… empowering them to be able to collect this data,
and to hand it over to you guys, because you guys definitely don’t have the capacity to monitor
all year round. And so, definitely finding not just people from the community, but even the
educational programs helps get the teachers involved to teach it to the kids, ‘cause we do go up
there to Honolua to do surveys and everything, and so we also have knowledge of what types of
fish are in the stream. But definitely to try to be more creative in accounting for all of our native
stream organisms, because it is definitely protect as one of the instream uses. That’s all.
Definitely want to mahalo you guys for your time. Mahalo.
14) Karyn Kanekoa
Aloha mai kākou. [Introduction spoken in Hawaiian.] I currently live in Honokōhau with my
‘ohana. There’s six children in my house, two adults, one elderly woman, actually three adults,
four adults and one elderly woman… there’s a lot of us. But anyway, I’ve only in Honokōhau
for five years. My husband and his ‘ohana have been there for generations. His greatgrandfather was a kalo farmer in Honokōhau. I wanted to point out that there’s roughly around
23 keiki in Honokōhau and 18 of keiki are Kula Kaiapuni keiki. They’re keiki ‘ōlelo Hawai‘i.
they’re keiki aloha ‘āina, they’re keiki who are learning their culture, their history, their heritage,
and the water is very important to them. They understand a lot of these issues that are going on
and we often forget about our keiki and how much they know and how much worth they have.
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But anyway, I feel like this sad, the theft of taking the water is an ongoing sick disease that we
don’t keep going, we don’t want to keep passing on to our children. Their kūpuna we forced out
back in 1914 because of this diversion. Their lo‘i went warm, their kalo rotted, eventually they
moved out because they couldn’t farm kalo anymore due to greed, unfortunately. Many of these
kuleana families never got to experience that way of life and they desperately want it back, but
unfortunately I feel like people’s lawns and coffee farms and palm trees are more important.
And I understand that water is a public trust and it belongs to the people, but I feel like our keiki
in these kuleana families should have priority over anyone else. Especially when most of these
are only hear part-time. Our keiki deserve better. The kahawai, the river, deserves a hell of a lot
better. It’s been suffering for hundreds of years, and I feel like it’s time to do the right thing. Put
as much water as you can back. Put it all. I’m down for a hundred percent restoration, stream
restoration. And also, on another note, there are currently 13 county water meters throughout
Honokōhau and we got rumor that the County possibly might no longer service us anymore. We
currently don’t have water. We haven’t had County water since Labor Day. And that’s clean
water in our homes. So, I think that you should take into consideration all the families that live
there and put that much more water back into the stream. I don’t know what that would be, a
thousand gallons per day per family, there’s probably around 30 families living in there. But I
think that you definitely need to consider that we’re forced to use more water from the stream
being that we don’t have any other water to use. That’s all I have tonight. Thank you. Mahalo
and mahalo for your hard work. Thank you.
15) Kekai Keahi
I guess I no need tale too much about actual returning of water, but I think more so, again the
enforcement and who went enforce that these laws as being put back going remain in the stream.
I know person that works for West Maui Land Company. He’s been telling me that Dave
Minami, and Peter, and all of them, been telling them to put water back in the stream at night and
in early morning reopen the water. Charlie caught the guy at the siphon, where supposed to have
700,000 at the siphon, he caught the guy turning the water back on at the siphon, saw the meter,
and it was at 300,000 gallons. They’ve been taking this water, so no more enforcement. In my
opinion, I don’t think a private company should be in charge of our assets. I get one problem
with Maui Land & Pine, even Ka‘anapali Land, handling our assets. Already, Aqua Engineers,
they supposed to be managing, but they saying, oh no, Maui Land & Pine never pay us, so until
we get the money we ain’t going manage the system. That is screwed up, ‘cause get people in
the valley that stay hurtin’. Talking about hurt also, we heard the guy from Plantation Estates
saying that, you know, they need this water for their lawns and the greenways, and everybody
was giggling in the back as if that’s something that’s important. These guys no understand.
They thinking, even with Ka‘anapali Land, when the guy came up here, they looking at all this
water going be taken away, and then they starting to feel the pressure. They starting to feel
maybe what we’ve been feeling forever. Yeah? It happened when we testified with Kaua‘ula,
where I got one letter from one of the persons at Launiupoko saying that Peter Martin telling
everybody that, of, the Hawaiians going take all your water, you not going get nothing, turning
us into the bad guy. And so we went to the meeting, there’s people from Launiupoko, saying eh,
you guys gotta able for share, ‘cause we worked so hard, we’ve been doing this, been doing that.
And then my question to them was, OK, so when we ask you for share with us, where was you?
You never did share with us. One hundred years that water been gone. We was lucky, from our
family, we grew up inside Kahoma and Kanahā, we got to raise taro when we was small kids.
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And so we got to see what was like and how it was before. And what was good was when we
stopped doing that, the yearning for go back neve did go away. Was painful that we couldn’t go
back and farm our lands again. And so, we started going in different places. We go help Wili
out, we go Charlie’s place. Everywhere we can go, we went try open up taro again, like we did
when we was young, but then we run into these companies, who really no give a shit about us,
basically. And so I no really give a shit about what they think if they going lose water too. I
think maybe good that they start to feel what we feel. But then their sense, their feeling is
something that is monetary. They one business, they there for make money. Us guys just trying
for live. That’s one big difference. By the way, when I was looking at the Hawaiian Homes
map, Ka‘anapali Land, their coffee, part of ‘em stay on top Hawaiian Homes, yeah? What the
hell they doing? You gotta get the thing off. Charge ‘em or something. I no believe in putting
back the water if we no more enforcement. We gotta have enforcement also. Like I said, West
Maui Land been doing some underhanded stuff. Charlie caught the guy. I wish he had a picture
of the guy. He caught the guy right there turning on the valve with the meter open and saw how
much gallons was coming out of the siphon. Maybe when he come up he can talk about that.
Also, I think we should condemn all the intakes. Remove ‘em away from, out of the private
sector. Put ‘em into, maybe, although, I don’t necessarily agree with government, but probably
little bit better than letting these guys grab hold of ‘em. Also, that R1 water that Hawaiian
Homes was talking about, as far as Lahaina goes and the use of that R1 water, I think that’s one
win-win situation as far as using that water for farm on Hawaiian Homes ag lands. That’s a winwin situation ‘cause that’s water that we no don’t gotta take out of any stream or any well.
Maybe we can some water for dilute that water, but it’s almost four million gallons a day that we
could use for farming, which is awesome. I don’t think Ka‘anapali Land and Maui Land & Pine
are really looking at R1 ‘cause they may be ag companies now, so-called, but I pretty sure they
like change the zoning and turn ‘em rural so they can make the big money. And they just
holding on until then. I think they started squirming when we started talking about R1 water
usage, because the State no allow R1 as potable water for drinking. That’s just me talking a
whole lot of nonsense, but enforcement is super important and I think if it comes down to it, we
should enforce ourselves. We should be able for go up there and if Taro gate is plugged or
closed, we should be opening ‘em up. If these guys up at Kaua‘ula taking this water, we should
open ‘em up, without any implications as being arrested or whatever. But, that’s all.
16) Archie Kalepa
Aloha everyone. CWRM, you know, I want to thank you guys. And a lot of you guys may not
be aware, but we’ve been very fortunate. When I hear Wili talk about the taro going rotten, we
just started growing taro for about two years now and I’ve learned a lot and I know how hard that
is to do. And when you’re faced with those kinds of challenges, that can be very discouraging
and it’s not right. I think one of the things, it’s super important, is the data that you guys are
providing. But what are we going to do with that data, number one. And number two is what
can we do to improve on what’s currently there. A hundred percent agree that in order for us, for
long-term management, for the island of Maui, it’s really important for the water to go back into
the stream first. We’ve been taking, taking, taking. When Pioneer Mill, Maui Land & Pine was
here, a lot of the resources were diverted. Then came big subdivisions. We all need a place to
live, but what has happened is we’ve taken so much from the main resource that that main
resource is damaged. And it is not until you work every day and watch a river… and we’ve
fortunate enough to watch Kahoma River, Kahoma Stream, be dry for a hundred years, and
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watch the transformation firsthand, every single day. And just the other day when I went up
there, I said, eh, you know what, the stream is really healthy. I think it’s the widest I’ve ever
seen the stream. You know, the water level, how wide the stream is. And just watching every
day, you learn. And I really feel for the people in Honokōwai, because you guys have been
holding, holding up the flag for a long, long time, and I really admire the fact that you guys
continue through all the challenges. But it’s so important. That’s an important resource that we
need to maintain and manage to make sure, because long-term by taking care of Honokōhau, it’s
going to be able to take care of the community. Not only the community in Honokōhau, but the
communities that exist today. But if we don’t continue to take care of that, everybody else,
Ka‘anapali, everybody else, there’s going to come a day that you’re not going to have the
resources. So you gotta take care of that first. And I think, you know everybody’s trying to
figure out how to eat the pie. Everybody wants a slice of the pie. How we goin’ eat the pie. But
where the pie coming from. You gotta take care those people first. And you guys gotta figure
out what that is and how to do that. You know, I don’t have all the answers, and maybe some
people are more one-sided than others, but from what I saw from what you guys showed on the
intakes and the dikes and how damaged they are, that’s part of the problem. That’s part of a big
problem that needs to be fixed and everybody that’s big stakeholders here, you guys need to get
involved. Because, before Pioneer Mill and Maui Land & Pine was doing it, but you need to do
it with one thing in mind. Who comes first? You gotta take care of those people first, which is
the kuleanas, the taro growers because they’ve been… that’s why they’re off their land. Because
they got all pushed out, because they didn’t have water. They cannot farm anymore. We have to
take care of them first. We’re seeing change. Change is happening in front of our eyes, whether
it be environmental change, global warming, it’s truly happening. But, you know what, a lot of
us don’t want to admit it, because life is too easy for us. The ones that watch it every singly day,
they see it happening firsthand. Those are the guys that are going to have the answers. And you
know what, we need to learn from them, we need to tap into them, and we need to protect them,
and support them, so that everyone else in here can live a good life in your home, wherever that
is. Hawaiian Homes, Ka‘anapali Estates, Launiupoko, whatever it is, but if you guys don’t take
care of the resource, that resource is not going to be able to take care of you. And that’s
important and I seen it firsthand. Thank you.
17) Kanani Puou
I’ve been sitting over there, thinking I don’t know if I should do this. We had a meeting
Wednesday with Lanakila, and what he had and what I wanted to throw this at you guys is that,
like he said, I not going quote him directly but, can we promise our kids clean air within 20
years? Can we promise our kids clean water in 20 years? Can we promise any of these things to
our kids? You know, our generation as of right now, we kind of… we in limbo. Look at what
we fighting for right now. I mean as of right now. But, our kids is our future and if we cannot
promise them these kind things, without fixing what we need to do now, then what is the purpose
is basically my question. And why are we letting foreign entities pretty much tell us what we
should do. Shouldn’t we be the people to manage and take care of what we need to do with our
sources? That’s what I really wanted to share, was that can we promise that to our kids in 20
years? Can we promise that clean water, fresh air? No? I going tell you ‘no’ right now, we
cannot. But if we can do something about this right now and make sure that our water is here
and for them, until past 20 years, then I think we had done our purpose and our job. That’s all I
really wanted for throw it there. That’s been sticking on my mind sitting behind there. Mahalo.
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