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IN THIS PRESENTATION WE WILL DISCUSS:

• What are water reservations?

• What is the process to reserve water for DHHL?

• Existing DHHL water reservations

• Pending DHHL water reservations

• Future DHHL water demands

OVERVIEW



WHAT ARE WATER RESERVATIONS?

• A set-aside of water for future use in a particular location and quantity (§174C-49(d) HRS).

• Water reserved for the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) can be either ground or 
surface water. 

• Intended to provide adequate amounts of water for current and “foreseeable” needs so that 
homestead lands can be usable and accessible.

• A reservation is not immediate access to “wet water.”

• The Hawaiʻi Supreme Court recognizes and prioritizes 4 public trust uses of water, including
“Reservations of water for Hawaiian home lands.”



WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO RESERVE WATER?

• In designated Water Management Areas (WMAs), reservations are made through rule-
making. 

o §174C-49(d) Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes (HRS)
o “The commission, by rule, may reserve water...Such reservations shall be subject to periodic review 

and revision...”

o §13-171-60 Hawaiʻi Administrative Rule (HAR)

• In non-designated areas, reservations are established through Commission action.
o §174C-101(a) Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes (HRS)

o “Native Hawaiian water rights. Decisions of the commission...shall incorporate and protect adequate 
reserves of water for current and foreseeable development and use of Hawaiian home lands...”

* DHHL can reserve water in both designated and non-designated areas



WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO RESERVE WATER?

DHHL water reservation triggers:

• DHHL can request via written petition

• Staff submittal may include a reservation request as part of a larger 
Commission action

• In conjunction with the establishment of Interim Instream Flow Standards 
(IIFS)

• In conjunction with the water leasing process (HRS §171-58(g))  

* New reservation petition form now available on the CWRM website



Ground Water Reservations

• Made under the remaining 
Sustainable Yield (SY) for a 
particular aquifer system

• In designated areas:
o Water Use Permit (WUP) 

review process ensures DHHL 
reservation is not impacted

• In non-designated areas:
o No formal process to ensure 

no impact to DHHL 
reservation

WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO RESERVE WATER?



WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO RESERVE WATER?

Surface Water Reservations

• Typically made in conjunction with the 
setting of Interim Instream Flow 
Standards (IIFS) for a particular 
stream(s)

• If IIFS is already established, the 
Commission may have to adjust the 
IIFS to account for DHHL needs



WHERE CAN I FIND INFORMATION 
ABOUT DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS?

• Water reservations made through rule-making 
(i.e.: in designated areas) are incorporated into 
CWRM admin rules 
(HAR Title 13, Chapter 171)



WHERE CAN I FIND INFORMATION ABOUT 
DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS?

State Water Projects Plan (SWPP)

• Inventories existing and 
future water needs for State 
projects, including DHHL

• The SWPP is generally 
updated every 5 years

• Staff may refer to SWPP 
when reviewing requests for 
DHHL reservations of water



WHERE CAN I FIND INFORMATION ABOUT 
DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS?

Water Resource Protection Plan (WRPP)

• Inventories all approved DHHL 
reservations

• This includes reservations in 
both designated and non-
designated areas

• The WRPP is generally 
updated every 5 years



WHERE CAN I FIND INFORMATION ABOUT 
DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS?

County Water Use and 
Development Plans 

(WUDPs)
CWRM Water Resource Bulletin

and website

DHHL Island Plans



EXISTING DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS

DHHL Lands Statewide

Water reservations exist for most 
DHHL lands BUT account for only 

~15% of the water need

Reservation for surface water



On April 3, 2024 
CWRM received Governorʻs approval 
to conduct public hearings for water 
reservations on Maui and Molokaʻi.

Island
Commission 

Approval Date
Reservation 

Request (mgd)
Aquifer System 

Area/SWHU

Maui
September 18, 

2018 0.770
Honokōwai

60203

Maui May 18, 2021 2.000
Honokōhau

60203

Molokaʻi July 20, 2021 2.677
Kualapu‘u

40203

Molokaʻi
March 15, 

2022 0.2436
Kawela
40302

Molokaʻi
March 15, 

2022 1.000
Kamiloloa

40301

Molokaʻi
March 15, 

2022 0.530
Pālāʻau
40202

Molokaʻi
March 15, 

2022 0.8550
‘Ualapu‘e
40303

EXISTING DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS

Reservation for surface water

THESE RESERVATIONS ARE CURRENTLY UP FOR RULE-MAKING



RULE-MAKING STEPS WITH GOV.’S OFFICE
1. Ramseyer New Rule-making
2. To AG for Review
3. Submittal to Commission for approval to initiate rule-making
4. Memo to Small Business Regulatory Review Board (SBRRB) + 

Small Business Impact Review Statement (HRS201M-2)
5. Letter to Gov. Office requesting approval to hold public 

hearing. Begin HARP process.
6. Upon approval, Hold public hearings – Draft Hearing Notice 

30-days requirement
7. Conduct Public Hearings
8. Submit post-hearing statement to SBRRB 
9. Submittal to Commission for final approval of Ramseyer 

draft
10. Following conclusion of Commission meeting – Send a 

Ramseyer copy + 3 standard copies to Land/Tran Chief then 
to the Chair for Signature

11. Upon Signature send a memo to sign with copies
12. Once signed by Gov. the copy is sent to Lt. Gov. Office for 

filing

13. The Department’s original official copy shall be 
kept at a depository of the Department’s 
administrative rules in the Chairperson’s Office.

14. Prepare a PDF file of the new rules to post on 
CWRM’s website. 



Island Hydrologic-
unit

Quantity of Water 
Reserved (MGD)

Effective Date

Hawai‘i Keauhou 3.398 August 17, 2015

Hawai‘i Hāwī 0.148 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i Māhukona 3.014 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i Honoka‘a 0.396 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i Hakalau 0.083 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i Onomea 0.250 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i Hilo 0.492 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i Keaʻau 1.336 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i ʻŌlaʻa 0.025 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i Nā‘ālehu 0.185 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i Pāhoa 0.660 September 18, 2018

Hawai‘i Wailuku 1.600 March 17, 2020

EXISTING DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS – HAWAIʻI ISLAND

Reservation for surface water



Island Hydrologic-
unit

Quantity of 
Water Reserved 
(MGD)

Effective 
Date

Maui Honokōwai 0.770 September 18, 
2018

Maui Kama‘ole 2.547 September 18, 
2018

Maui Ke‘anae 0.003 September 18, 
2018

Maui Kawaipapa 0.118 September 18, 
2018

Maui Luala‘ilua 0.063 September 18, 
2018

Maui Honokōhau 2.000 May 18, 2021

Maui Huelo-Region 1.3275 November 15, 
2022

EXISTING DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS – MAUI

Reservation for surface water

Part of upcoming public hearings



Island Hydrologic-
unit

Quantity of 
Water Reserved 
(MGD)

Effective 
Date

Lanaʻi Leeward 0.067 September 18, 
2018

EXISTING DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS – LANAʻI



Island Hydrologic-
unit

Quantity of 
Water Reserved 
(MGD)

Effective 
Date

Molokaʻi Kualapu‘u 2.905 June 10, 1995

Molokaʻi Kualapu‘u 2.677 July 20, 2021

Molokaʻi Kawela 0.2436 March 15, 
2022

Molokaʻi Kamiloloa 1.000 March 15, 
2022

Molokaʻi Pālāʻau 0.530 March 15, 
2022

Molokaʻi ‘Ualapu‘e 0.8550 March 15, 
2022

Molokaʻi Waikolu 6.0914 April 19, 2022

EXISTING DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS – MOLOKAʻI

Reservation for surface water

Part of upcoming public hearings



Island Hydrologic-
unit

Quantity of 
Water Reserved 
(MGD)

Effective 
Date

Oʻahu Waipahu-
Waiawa

1.724 February 18, 
1994

Oʻahu Waimānalo 0.124 February 18, 
1994

EXISTING DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS – OʻAHU



Island Hydrologic
-unit

Quantity of 
Water Reserved 
(MGD)

Effective 
Date

Kaua‘i Waimea 
River

6.903 June 20, 
2017

Kaua‘i Anahola 1.470 September 
18, 2018

Kaua‘i Kekaha 0.336 September 
18, 2018

Kaua‘i Wailua 0.708 September 
18, 2018

Kauaʻi Wailua 0.513 October 16, 
2018

Kaua‘i Makaweli 0.405 September 
18, 2018

EXISTING DHHL WATER RESERVATIONS – KAUAʻI

Reservation for surface water



FUTURE DHHL DEMANDS

• East Maui (surface water); Waikoloa (Waimea), Hawaiʻi Island (surface water)

In Process Reservations

Challenges

• Infrastructure - “You can get water but you have to pay for the straw”

• Better coordination with CWRM and other agencies to geographically locate 
reservations in areas that make the most sense

• How to ensure enough water for DHHL needs prior to reservation requests, esp. in areas 
with limited supply

• DHHL water needs extend beyond the 20 year planning horizon

Future Demands

• Ongoing conversations with DHHL



MAHALO
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