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Thank you!Thank you!



Over the years, a 
third-party 
registry has been 
called for by…

• Congress
• CDC ATSDR
• Hawaii State DOH
• Defense Health Agency



UH NEWS
Press Release June 20, 2024

UH awarded grant 
to establish Red Hill 
Independent Health 
Registry



Current members of the Joint 
Disaster Medicine and Public 

Health Ecosystem



Year One: Planning Year

● Registry Infrastructure: Hiring, website, and IT setup

● Community Engagement: Co-create the Registry w/community 

● Feasibility Assessment: NDAA 2024 requirement



1. Registry Infrastructure



Dr. Aimee Grace
Director of the Office of Strategic Health Initiatives

Principal Investigator for the Red Hill Registry 

Dr. Lee Buenconsejo-Lum
Former Interim JABSOM Dean and
Director of Medical Advising 

Dr. Sanie Weldon
Environmental Health Scientist
Red Hill Registry Director

Tara Sutton
Director of Community Engagement

Aurora Kagawa-Viviani, PhD
Faculty Support, Science & Research

Catherine Rong
Analytical Chemist

Mia Comeros
Pacific Water Resilience &

Security Program Lead

Donn Viviani, PhD
LCC Faculty Support, Science & Research 

Kaeo Tam
Director of Data and Data Systems &
HIPAA Security Officer

Red Hill Registry Team

Catherine Pirkle, PhD
Director of Science & Research

Tetine Sentell, PhD
Scientific Network Lead

Jonathan Huang, PhD
Faculty Support

Science & Research

Yanyan Wu, PhD
Faculty Support

Science & Research
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2. Community Engagement



• Connecting with the community 

• Hosting listening sessions to gain insight from 
• Impacted water users (those with military affiliation 

and civilian)
• Health care professionals
• Community leaders with various kinds of expertise 

in the Red Hill infrastructure and water crisis
• Establishing Community Oversight Workshops

Community Engagement



3. Feasibility Assessment



Feasibility Assessment Requirements
• Due to USUHS by September 2024.
• The Secretary of Defense will report to Congress by December 2024.

1. A strategy to recruit impacted individuals 
2. A description of protocols and methodologies to assess health outcomes from the Red Hill 

Incident, 
3. Develop a strategy around the frequency for data collection which accounts for the various 

kinds of access to health care the affected individuals face
4. Exploration of methods to analyze data to determine possible connections between 

exposure to contaminated water and adverse health 
5. Discuss an identification of exposures resulting from the Red Hill Incident that may qualify 

individuals to be eligible for participation in the study or studies 
6. Identify a plan to inform individuals impacted by the Red Hill Incident with information on 

available resources and services
7. (G) a final determination on whether it is feasible to conduct an epidemiological health 

outcomes study. 

NDAA - Page 1582
https://www.congress.gov/118/bil
ls/s2226/BILLS-118s2226es.pdf

https://www.congress.gov/118/bills/s2226/BILLS-118s2226es.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/118/bills/s2226/BILLS-118s2226es.pdf


Questions? Comments? 
Email: Tara Sutton

tsutton@RedHillRegistry.org

http://redhillregistry.org


Thank you!
On behalf of the Red Hill Registry,

We want to acknowledge the Red Hill 
Community and People of Hawaiʻi who 

recognized a problem and fought for answers!!

Questions? Comments?
Email Tara Sutton: tsutton@redhillregistry.org
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