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STAFF SUBMITTAL 

 

for the meeting of the 

COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

 

October 31, 2024 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 

 

Approval of Chairperson’s Appointment of 

Ciara W. K. Kahahane, as first Deputy to the 

Chairperson of the Commission on Water Resource Management 

 

 
In accordance with Section 174C-6, Hawai‘i  Revised Statutes, I am hereby submitting for your 
approval, my appointment of Ms. Ciara W. K. Kahahane to the position of First Deputy for the 
Commission on Water Resource Management with the Governor's concurrence (Exhibit 1).  She 
began working as Deputy on October 10, 2024, subject to your approval. 
 
HRS §174C-6(a) states, in relevant part, “The deputy shall have experience in the area of water 
resources and shall be appointed by the chairperson with the approval of a majority of the 
commission.”  HAR §13-167-8(a) contains an identical provision.  Exhibit 2 provides Ms. 
Kahahane’s background that shows she is a graduate of the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa with 
a B.A. in Hawaiian Studies, and obtained her J.D. from the William S. Richardson School of 
Law.  From 2019 to 2021, she served as a law clerk to Judge Robert J. Faris, the Chief 
Bankruptcy Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Hawai‘i. 
 
For the year and a half preceding her appointment as Deputy Director, Kahahane worked in the 
Complex Litigation Division of the Department of the Attorney General.  Her work involved 
representing the state in several noteworthy cases, including those with legal issues of statewide 
importance.  On behalf of the state, she played a major role in negotiating and drafting the 
settlement agreement in Navahine F. et al. v. Department of Transportation, State of Hawaiʻi et 
al.  She also coordinated, on behalf of the Attorney General, the comprehensive review and 
analysis of the Lahaina wildfires of August 2023 and supported the independent team of experts 
conducting the review. 
 
Prior to that, she worked in the Public Safety, Hawaiian Home Lands and Housing Division of 
the Department of the Attorney General, where she provided litigation support as well as advice 
and counsel to the Hawaiʻi Housing Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC) on a wide 
variety of legal issues.  In this role, Kahahane also assisted staff with the adoption and 
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amendment of administrative rules, including rules governing the provision of water service by 
HHFDC. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Commission approves the appointment of Ms. Ciara W. K. Kahahane to the position of 
Deputy to the Commission on Water Resource Management effective as of October 10, 2024. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
DAWN N. S. CHANG 
Chairperson 
 
 
Exhibit 1 – Office of the Governor’s News Release dated August 26, 2024. 
Exhibit 2 – Ms. Ciara W. K. Kahahane background. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stateofhawaii.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAbHJ7-D1el5GNsB63dxKSPHCNbJX2JOya
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