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FOREWORD 

T 
nE HAWAIIAN Pl.ANTER, VoLUME I, published in 1940, was essentially

an attempt to appraise the old native horticulture of the Hawaiian Islands 
as it existed prior to the introduction of Euro-American plants. In such detail 
as was feasible in the 1930's when the study was made, the plants raised by 
Hawaiians, the types of locality and areas iu which they were planted, the 
diffenmtiation of varieties. methods of cultiYation, and uses of the plants were 
studied. 

It was shown that the older generation of country nati\'eS still had an 
extraordinarily intimate and thorough knowledge of tJ1e many varieties of taro, 
sweet potato. sugar cane, and banana still culth·ated, and that. in their selection 
of plants and methods of cultiYation, they practiced what 1 believe most agri­
culturalists would agree was definitely an advanced art of gardening. 

Although some plantations were quite C:ll.'tensive, the manual procedures 
characteristic of all the operations were those of a people who were gardeners 
rather than farmers. Farming as we understand it im·olves the culti\'ation of 
fields with the aid of domesticated animals or mechanical equivalents, pastur­
ing, seeding, han•esting and storing in quantity. There was no use of domesti­
cated animals in Hawaii because U1e natives prior to discovery possessed none 
capable of being harnessed for work. Tbere was no harvesting or storage of 
foods in quantity, but rather what was to be eaten immediately was picked 
day by day. 'l'he operations of the Hawaiian planter involved an intimate 
firsthand relationship lo the plants and m soil and water comparable to that 
0£ a modern flower or vegetable gnrde.ner. Compared with gardening, the 
operations of a farmer may be said to be "once removed" from plants, soil, 
and water. 

By reasoh of the native's intimacy with plants, soil, and water in his 
gardening operations, his pattern of culture reflects more directly his planting 
mtercsts U1an docs the culture of a forming people. r:or example. as will be 
,'-io,\·n later, in mythology the origin of mank;nd is identified with that of 
taro: and the growth and relationships of the hunmn family are described in 
terms derived from the culture of taro. 

One of the primary reasons for the decision in 1930 to study the Hawaiian 
a planter was the realization that in this frame of reference a new compre­

"ffl::iion of the very foundation of native culture, lore, mentality, and tempera­
ment might be formulated. Studies of political and social conventions, of 
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material culture, of language, lore, and religion, dancing, the graphic arts, 
games and sports, war, society, and other phases of the native culture fill 
many volumes. But these are all external phases of the native civilization, and 
none represents the true fundamentals of life as lived by Hawaiians. 

Two aspects of life as lived by any people are really fundamental : ( l ) 
breeding and interpersonal relationship; and (2) feeding and relationship to 
earth, environment, and natural resources. The externals of culture that have 
been so thoroughly recorded are the expressions of the native mind and 
temperament. In planting and fishing, and in having offspring and family 
relationship, we observe the formative processes which produce the mind and 
temperament and their products, which in turn are the externals of culture. 
In The Hawaiian Planter and in the study entitled The Polynesian Family
System in Ka-'u, Hawai'i (1958), and also in the present volume, we have 
attempted to describe these two basic aspects of native culture. 

It is generally assumed that an oceanic people such as the Hawaiians lived 
mainly by fishing. Actually fishing occupied a very small part of the time and 
interest of the majority of Hawaiians. For every fisherman's house along the 
coasts there were hundreds of homesteads of planters in the valleys and on 
the slopes and plains between the shore and forest. The Hawaiians, more than 
any of the other Polynesians, were a people whose means of livelihood, whose 
work and interests, were centered in the cultivation of the soil. The planter 
and his life furnish us with the key to his culture. 

It was the practice of systematic agriculture more than anything else that 
produced qualities of cha.racter in the Hawaiian common people that differed 
markedly from those typical of other Polynesians. The common people of 
Hawaii were a peace-loving people. The glorification of fighting prowess 
existed only amongst the chiefs of Hawaii, whereas amongst the Marquesan 
and Maori tribesmen every man thought more of fighting than of subsistence. 
Prestige, status, and village politics engrossed the ruling caste of ali'i in 
Samoa. The hospitality of the Hawaiians toward the first white men who 
visited their shores was in marked contrast to the avarice of the Samoans in 
like circumstance. In Hawaii the labor and responsibility of systematic cultiva­
tion of taro, which entailed routine and regular work, much of it hard work, 
produced a physique and a temperament which found uncongenial the dis­
ruptive climate of vendetta which was characteristic of the tribalism of the 
Marquesas, Cook Islands, and New Zealand. 

Boys were raised to be farmers rather than fighters. When a boy child was 
weaned, he was dedicated to the god of agriculture and peace. 

The planter's labors on the land and his identification with it were other 
factors that made the native countryman prefer peace and prosperity to the 
ravages and excitements of fighting. In their practice of agriculture the an­
cient planters had transformed the face of their land by converting flatlands 
and gentle slopes to terraced areas where water was brought for irrigation by 



·m and
ong he

• and on 
re than 

were other 
ity to the 

:ure Lhe an­
. g flatlands 
·rrigatfon by

Fore·word vii 

means of clitche· from mountain treams. The making f lerraces and ditche 
a.ad heir mai11tenance1 and the regulation of water entailed much cooperative 
and communal labor organized under land ·upervisor , or lwnohik·i, who 

esemed the landlord. In all the Polyne ian i lands there was ome organ­
ized work and ome direction in canoe buil.ding, house construction, fishing. 

reparation of food on a large scale for feasts, i11 war making, and other com­
munal activities. l3ut there was nowhere the continuous organized enterprise 
comparable to tha which was es en ial to the systemati gardening operation 
oi Hawaii.

The nature the errain and the requirements of farmin favor d the 
disper al of homestead rather than the development 'f compact villages such 
as eJ i ted in New Zealand and Samoa. And it wa becau e wars were rare 
that i elated homestead were afe to live in. lf fighting had been as frequent 
and as common as i was in New Zealand, the Marque as and amoa, Ha-
-acians would have been compell d 1ikewi e to Li e in compact villages for

the ke of safety. 'there were villages only where lhc aggr gation of houses
aroW1d go cl fi hing localities along the shore induced propinquity, or where
the availability of fr h water was limited.

The elilements at \iVaikiki 011 the island of ahu, and Kailua on Hawaii, 
ere example of fishing village . In F'"a'u on the island of Hawaii, the com­

ettlements at Waiohinu and Puna!u u ex:i ted because of availability of 
~ h water in dry terrain. Typically, however, 1 awaiian hom w r scat­
creel 1hrough th areas cultivated from fore t to sea. Not only wa the 

character of the people and their cultur determined by their planting economy, 
al o by their demography. 

\; e wish in particular to acknowledge the financial aid of the Mcinerny 
Foundation which enabled u to do field work in Ka'u Hawaii, on Maui 

hu, and Kauai. To C. Brewer and Company, and r. James Be.attie, Man-
ager of Hutchinson Pla.nta ion at a alehu and Mr. rchibald Johnston of 
the Plan a ion staff we are grateful for hospitality and collaboration. In Ka'u 
we were aided by Me srs. George Kawaha, William Meinecke, and Freel 
Ha} elden Mrs. "'i iolet Hansen, and 1r . 1ari n Kelly. On auai Mrs. 
Ruth Knudsen Hanner was generou in her hospitality. uring the last period 
of enuou work to complete the manuscrip , J: fi .Margaret 1 itcomb's in­
\;tation to hare her home as her guests was trllly a blessing. For typing the 

uscript, our thanks go to Mrs. Patience Bacon, Z,./fr . h ila Jack on, and 
�Irs. i\lary Judd. 

Further, w e;,..,-press our warm appreciation to the editors of Ilishop 
:\Iu eum Pre s, Mrs. Genevieve A. Highland, Editor; and e pecially to Miss 

die J. Doyle, As istant Editor who ha worked with u in the preparation 
manu cript for the printer, and in proofreading. 

E. . CRATGHILL HANDY
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