STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Engineering Division
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

October 11, 2013

Board of Land and Natural Resources
State of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii MAUI

REQUEST ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND
APPROVAL FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A FINDING OF NO SIGNIFIGANT IMPACT
(FONSI) FOR A PROPOSED CENTRAL MAUI REGIONAL PARK, KAHULUI, MAUI,
HAWAII

BACKGROUND:

Since the population of Maui County is 154,834 (U.S. Census 2010) and the Wailuku-Kahului
area has high projected growth, there is a need to incorporate new recreational spaces into
development of the region. According to the Public Facilities Assessment Update for the County
of Maui, with the expected expansion in Central Maui’s population, by 2030 there will be a
deficit of 755.9 acres of regional park space. Therefore, the construction of the Central Maui
Regional Park would help to meet this need.

The park will act as a partial northern boundary to the larger Wai’ale master planned community,
as well as a southern boundary to the existing Maui Lani master planned community. Accessible
by bicycle and walkable from residential areas, the park will act as a recreational area for the
general public. The park will also provide a venue for youth sports and regional and statewide
tournaments. The park will cover an area of approximately 65 acres.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LLOCATION:

This project entails the construction of a regional park at TMK (2) 3-8 007: 101 for the general
public in the expanding area of Central Maui. The park will have ball fields, comfort stations,
concession stands, a parking lot (approx. 600 stalls), and lighting for the baseball, softball, and
soccer fields. In addition, facilities for irrigation water, an irrigation well and water storage tank,
an equipment storage building, and stormwater detention, will be provided at the park. The
stormwater retention basin will hold runoff from the Wai‘ale development and will be constructed
by the Wai‘ale developer. The maintenance building will be constructed in accordance with the
requirements established by the State and County of Maui; and will be built by the County of
Maui. An irrigation well will be constructed to supply the park with irrigation water. The
irrigation water storage tanks will hold the necessary irrigation water from this well and distribute
water throughout the park. Preliminary planning proposed one to two tanks to supply an
estimated 100,000 gallons of irrigation water. Once the Wai’ale development’s wastewater
treatment plant is constructed and operational, the park will use this treated effluent for irrigation.
A separate system to transport and store the treated effluent will be constructed by the Wai’ale
developer.
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The existing land uses in the area include a nearby residential area and elementary school. An
area to the south of the project area is currently used for light industrial purposes. An area to the
west has been used for sand mining. The project area itself is currently vacant and covered with

scrub brush.

The Draft Environmental Assessment has been published by the State of Hawaii, Department of
Health, Office of Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) in the March 23, 2013 bulletin and is
posted on the OEQC website at

http://oeqgc.doh.hawaii.gov/Shared%20Documents/EA and EIS Online_Library/Maui/2010s/20
13-03-23-MA-5B-DEA-Central-Maui-Regional-Park.pdf. Attached for your information is the

Final Environmental Assessment.

PROJECT SUMMARY:

Project: Central Maui Regional Park

Agency: Department of Land and Natural Resources
Engineering Division
151 Punchbowl] Street, Room 221
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Consultant: R. M. Towill Corporation
2024 N. King St. Suite 200
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819

Tax Map Key(s): (2) 3-8 007: 101

Proposed Action: Construction of a recreation park with 9-ball fields, 4-soccer fields,
comfort stations, parking, equipment storage, irrigation well and
reservoir, stormwater detention basin, maintenance facility, and
landscaping.

Land Area: 65 acres

State Land Use District: | Urban

Existing Land Use: Vacant

Present Zoning: Agricultural

.Special Management N/A

Area:

Permits That May be Section 404 Clean Water Act; Section 401 Water Quality Certification,

Required: and NPDES Permit; Building Permit; Grading and Grubbing Permit;
Drainage Approval (County of Maui); Special Use Permit
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FINDINGS AND REASONS SUPPORTING ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION:

Significance criteria evaluation of the proposed project indicates that there will be no significant
adverse effects to the environment. In summary, the project will not:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Adversely impact natural or cultural resources.

Permanently curtail the beneficial uses of the environment.

Conflict with the State's long-term environmental policy goals or guidelines.

Have adverse effects to the economic or social welfare of the community or state.
Have substantial adverse impacts to public health during proj ect construction activities.
Have adverse effects to public facilities.

Permanently degrade the environmental quality.

Commit resources or energy for a larger action. There are also no cumulative effects on
ecosystem resources or human communities based on the project’s limited scope and scale.

Affect any rare, threatened or endangered species or its habitat. The area does not lie in the
critical habitat of any known endangered species.

Have detrimental effects to air or water quality or ambient noise levels. As required, any
potential impacts to air, water quality, or noise levels will be addressed through the
implementation of appropriate mitigation measures in accordance with State and County
regulations.

Suffer damage by being located in an environmentally sensitive area, such as a flood plain,
tsunami zone, beach, erosion-prone area, geologically hazardous land, estuary, freshwater, or
coastal waters. The project is not located in the 100-year or 500-year floodplain, the tsunami
evacuation zone, near a beach or erosion-prone area or a geologically hazardous area, and is
not adjacent to any water body.

Have substantial effects to scenic vistas and view planes identified in county or state plans or
studies.

Consume a substantial amount of energy.

For the reasons above, it is anticipated that the proposed project will not have any significant
effect in the context of Chapter 343, Hawaii Revised Statutes and Section 11-200-12 of the State
Administrative Rules.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Board of Land and Natural Resources:

1.

Accept the Final Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Central Maui Regional Park.
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2. Approve the issuance of a finding of no significant impact (FONSI) for the proposed project.
Based on the review of the Final Environmental Assessment and the comments received
during the 30-day period in addition to R.M. Towill's responses, find that the project will not
have a significant effect on the environmental and cultural resources of the area.

3. Authorize the Chairperson to publish a FONSI for the proposed project in the Office of
Environmental Quality Control's The Environmental Notice. Such other terms and conditions
as may be prescribed by the Chairperson to best serve the interests of the State.

Respectfully Submitted,
C S.C G,
C ngineer

Requested by:

DANIEL S. QUINN, Administrator
Division of State Parks

Approved for Submittal:

{;///w-%dy/

WILLIAM J. AILA, Jr., Chairperson

Attachment
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Final Environmental Assessment — Central Maui Regional Park

Final Environmental Assessment
Per HRS, Chapter 343

Central Maui Regional Park
Island of Maui, Hawai‘i

June 2013

Accepting Authority
State of Hawai’i
Department of Land and Natural Resources
Engineering Division
1151 Punchbowl Street, Room 221
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Prepared by:

R.M. Towill Corporation
2024 North King Street, Suite 200
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96819
22133-0P
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Note: Spelling of Hawaiian place names follows Pukui et al. Place Names of Hawai‘i [1974).
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1.0 Project Summary

Project: Central Maui Regional Park

Applicant: Engineering Division, Department of Land and Natural Resources
Contact: Mr. Carty Chang; 1
151 Punchbowl Street, Room 221;
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Accepting Authority: Department of Land and Natural Resources

Agent: R. M. Towill Corporation
2024 N. King St. Suite 200
Honolulu, HI 96819
Contact: Chester Koga email: chesterk@rmtowill.com
ph. 808.842.1133 fax. 808.842.1937

Tax Map Key(s): (2) 3-8 007: 101

Proposed Action: Construction of a 65-acre park with 9-ball fields, 4-soccer fields,
comfort stations, parking, equipment storage, water reservoir,
detention basin, maintenance facility, and landscaping

Land Area: 65 acres

State Land Use District: Urban

Existing Land Use: Vacant

Present Zoning: Agricultural

Special Management | N/A

Area:

Permits That May be
Required:

Section 404 Clean Water Act; Building Permit, Grading and
Grubbing Permit, Drainage Approval (County of Maui), Section 401
Water Quality Certification and NPDES Permit, State Department of
Health, Special Use Permit




Final Environmental Assessment — Central Maui Regional Park

2.0 Introduction

2.1 Project Location

The project is located south of the city of Kahului on the Kahului Isthmus Region of the island of
Maui in Hawai'i. The project area lies in both the Wailuku and Waikapu districts according to
the United States Geologic Survey (USGS). Currently the project is vacant and covered with
scrub brush. See Figure 1 Project Location.

The project is identified as Tax Map Key (TMK): (2) 3-8 007: 101. The project area was formerly
classified as Agricultural. Figure 2 State Land Use District. A reclassification was approved by
the State Land Use Commission in 2012, and the project area is now classified as Urban at the
state level (Hawaii State LUC 2012). The western portion of the project area required a Special
Use Permit since 2007. The project area borders an Urban designated residential area to the
north. At the County zoning and community plan levels, the project is still classified as
Agricultural. The project is not located in a special management area (SMA). A county special
use permit will be sought pursuant to §19.30A.060.H of the Maui County Code to allow for the
use of ball fields in an area zoned as agriculture.

The planned Central Maui Regional Park will border a community center and cultural preserve
to the west as well as county housing, a middle school and commercial areas to the south.
Kuihelani Highway will border the park area to the east. To the north, the park will border the
Maui Lani residential area. The park will provide youth and the general public with recreational
opportunities.

2.2 Purpose of the Environmental Assessment

In accordance with Chapter 343, Section 5, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS), this project involves
the following actions that require the preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA):
Propose the use of state or county lands or the use of state or county funds. The applicant is the
Engineering Division of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), and the
accepting authority is the Department of Land and Natural Resources.

Pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 343, HRS, and Chapter 11-200, Hawai‘i Administrative
Rules (HAR), the accepting authority, the DLNR, has determined that the proposed project is
not expected to have significant environmental effects. Based on analysis and review of
environmental conditions, project effects, and proposed mitigation measures, it has been
determined that a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) will be issued for this project.

The park will act as a partial northern boundary to the larger Wai’ale master planned
community, as well as a southern boundary to the existing Maui Lani master planned
community. Accessible by bicycle and walkable from residential areas, the park will act as a

2
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Figure 1 Project Location
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Figure 2 State Land Use District
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2.3  Purpose and Need for Proposed Project
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recreational area for the general public. The park will provide a venue for sports tournaments.
The park includes a stormwater retention basin for the Wai‘ale development to be developed
by the Wai‘ale developer.

Since the population of Maui County is 154,834 (U.S. Census 2010) and the Wailuku-Kahului
area has high projected growth, there is a need to incorporate new recreational spaces such as
the Central Maui Regional Park into development in the region.

According to the County of Maui, the necessary park dedication for a new subdivision is 500
square feet per lot or unit over three units. Given that the master planned Wai‘ale
development entails the construction of approximately 2,550 units, there is a need for roughly
30 acres of park area. It should be noted that the 65 acres does not contribute to the park
dedication requirements of the Wai‘ale development.

Additionally, there is a need in the Wailuku-Kahului area for space dedicated to a regional park.
According to the Public Facilities Assessment Update for the County of Maui, with the expected
expansion in Central Maui’s population, by 2030 there will be a deficit of 755.9 acres of regional
park space. The construction of the Central Maui Regional Park would help to meet this need
(R. M. Towill Corporation 2007).
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3.0 Project Description

3.1 Introduction

This project entails the construction of a regional park for the general public in the expanding
area of Central Maui. The park will have ball fields, comfort stations, concession stands, parking
lot (approx. 600+ stalls), and lighting for the baseball, softball, and soccer fields. In addition,
facilities for irrigation water, an equipment storage building, stormwater detention, and an
irrigation water storage tank will be provided at the park. The maintenance building will be in
constructed in accordance to the requirements established by the State and County of Maui
and will be built by the County of Maui. The irrigation water storage tanks will be constructed
to provide the necessary irrigation water to the park with preliminary planning proposing one
to two tanks to supply an estimated 100,000 gallons of irrigation water. The park will cover an
area of approximately 65 acres.

The adjacent Wai‘ale master-planned community will be an area with single- and multi-family
housing (approximately 2,550 units), commercial, retail and office space, a cultural preserve for
archaeological features and sand dunes, a neighborhood park, a community center and a
potential 18-acre middle school.

3.2  Existing Land Uses

The existing land uses in the area include a nearby residential area and elementary school. An
area to the south of the project area is currently used for light industrial purposes. An area to
the west has been used for sand mining. The project area itself is currently vacant and covered
with scrub brush.

3.3 Proposed Action
A number of alternatives were considered before choosing the preferred alternative.
3.3.1 Alternative Actions

There are two possible alternative types: no action including delayed action, and an alternative
design.

3.3.1.1 “No-Action” and Delayed Action Alternative

Under this alternative, Central Maui Regional Park will not be built. The land will remain vacant
scrubland. This alternative will have no impact on infrastructure or aesthetic changes. There will
be no construction impacts or added employment from construction and use of the park.
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The no-action and delayed action alternative was rejected because it does not support the
proposed development of Central Maui outlined in the County’s Wailuku-Kahului Community
Plan.

3.3.1.2 Alternative Action

Alternative designs for the regional park were considered. These designs incorporated baseball
fields, softball fields, and soccer fields as well as a small drainage detention basin in the
northeastern corner of the park. The parking lot area for these designs was much larger than
that of the preferred alternative. The greater amount of impervious surfaces would result in
increased runoff from these larger parking areas, which would be an unwelcome result of these
alternative designs.

3.3.2 Preferred Alternative

The park will be used by nearby residents in the Wai‘ale and Maui Lani communities. With
Pomaika‘i Elementary School nearby, as well as a potential 18-acre middle school including 6
acres of school fields which will be adjacent to the park, the park’s sports fields will be available
for use by students and the general public. The park will be adjacent to a commercial area to
the south. See Figure 3 Proposed Action.

The preferred park design incorporates baseball fields, softball fields and soccer fields for
recreational purposes on approximately 65 acres. Preliminary plans estimate space for
approximately one baseball field, four softball fields, four Little League fields, and four soccer
fields to be available at the park upon completion, but are subject to change. A parking lot with
600+ stalls, including planning for approximately 59 handicap stalls. Charging stations for
electric vehicles will also be included. The parking lot for the preferred alternative is smaller
than the other alternatives, which will reduce the amount of stormwater runoff. Comfort
stations and concession stands are included in the plan. Underground drainage systems,
potable water systems, sanitary sewer systems, street lighting and electrical systems, irrigation
(non-potable) systems, maintenance building, reservoir (tank) and well for irrigation water, and
landscaping will be installed as well as other accessory uses required by the State. A temporary
access road to Kamehameha Avenue will be constructed in the first phase of development. A
large drainage detention basin (to be constructed by the Wai‘ale developer) in the northeastern
corner of the park is also a key component of this design, which will allow for the retention of a
larger amount of runoff, an estimated 176 acre-feet, from the Wai‘ale master planned
community.

Construction of the preferred alternative is broken down into three parts: the base bid, additive
bid, and phase two. The base bid is the first phase to be completed, including the baseball fields
and softball fields. The additive bid includes additional Little League fields and soccer fields.
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