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1l choice is to talk.

2 CHAIRPERSON ING: Okay, good. And we thank you

3 for your appearance this morning. Anything further? If not
4 we are done with this agenda item. I think we are scheduled
5 to be back at 1:00. So we have a short one hour break, no

6 times fér ngégtnm;;;;k‘you. ) o

7 {Lunch recess.)

8 CHAIRPERSON ING: TI'l)l reconvene the Land Use

9 Commission meeting. We have before us SPB7-362 Department
10 of Environmental Services, City and County of Honolulu,

11 their request to consider a 2l-acre expansion to the
12 existing 86.5-acre Waimanalo Gulch sanitary landfill located
L 13 within the State Land Use Agricultural District at Waimanalo
14 Gulch, Honouliuli, Ewa, O'ahu.

15 On March 13, 2003 the Commission received from

16 the Department of Planning and Permitting, the Planning

17 Commission's findings of fact, conclusions and Decision and

18 Order and its entire record of the proceedings regarding the
19 application of the Department of Environmental Services,

20 City and County of Honolulu for an amendment to the State

21 Special Use Permit File No. 86/SUP-5.

22 Subsequently we received a letter dated March 5,
23 2003. This is from Councilman Nestor Garcia who in his

24 letter, let me summarize, says, "We reluctantly recognize

25 that another extension may be inevitable." He supports the

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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i\~w 1 I would also like to note for the parties and the
2 public that from time to time I will be calling short breaks
3 for personal privilege and to give relief Lo our court
4 reporter. The Commission members also may move to go into
| 5 executive session Lo consult with Etsnéffprney.
6 Are there any questions to the procedure? if
7 not, I will ask the parties to identify themselves beginning
8 with this gentleman.
S MR. CRISPIN: Mr. Chair, Eric Crispin, Director
10 of the Department of Planning and Permitting for the City
11 and County of Honolulu.
12 CHAIRPERSON ING: Thank you.
K-r 13 MR. TANQUE: Good afternoon, Chair Ing and
14 members of the Commission. David Tanoue, Deputy Corporation
15 Counsel on behalf of the Department of Planning and
16 Permitting.
17 CHAIRPERSON ING: Thnank you.
18 MR. TSUJI: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, members

19 of the Commission? Russell Tsuji, deputy attorney general
20 representing the Office of Planning. To my right is Mr. Abe
21 Mitsuda from the Office of Planning.

22 CHAIRPERSON ING: Thank you.

23 MR, DOYLE: Mr, Chairman, members of the

24 Commission, my name is Frank Doyle. 1I'm acting director of

25 the Department of Environmental Services, City and County of

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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the Commissioners there was a statement that this landfill
is going to be filled in May of 2003. What's that
information based on?

MR. SARUWATARI: All of the information in the
staff report is based on the regqumEQEF was before the city
Planﬁing Commission.

COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: The reason I ask that, I
don't see anything in what was presented to us that gives us
a definitive time when the landfill is going to be filled
up. There's nothing in there that says May of 2003. Maybe
I overlooked that but I didn't see that.

MR. SARUWATARI: I believe during the Planning
Commission hearing those dates were stated on the record.

CHATIRMAN ING: Any other questions? Thank you,
Bert. I will ask the Petitioner to proceed with its
presentation.

MR, DOYLE: Thank you, Chairman Inz and members
of the Commission. Again, my name is Frank Doyle. I'm the
acting director of the Department of Environmental Services
and my address is 7040 Kamilo Street, Honolulu, Hawai'i.

On May 15th, 2002 Mayor Harris and Managing
Director Ben Lee instructed us to consider a smaller
landfill than what was originally considered.

Originally we had considered to have a 15-acre

landfill on this site. And we have now reduced ouvr request

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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to five acres. ‘hat request has been made with
consideration given ro the community input as evolved since
we started this process, in order to expand the area.

Let me explain our intent as to why we are

looking to have the landfill expanded. Not only do you hear

some of the testimony on special waste, we presently put
into our landfill approximately 800 tons of municipal solid
waste every day.

OCur goal for our plan on QO'ahu is to
sighificantly reduce cur reliance con landfill. We're
presently negotiating for expansion of our H-Power facility
to increase its capacity.

We have issued an RFP for new technologies; had
our first meeting on that with those who were intending to
submit responses to our request for propcsal which are due
on May 14.

And we will soon issue another request for
proposal for people to use our new technology park which is
located adjacent to H-Power the purpose of which is to
encourage technologies to take materials that are presently
going into landfill to recycle chose materials.

But an the interim we will always need the
landfill. We will need a landfill not only when these

technologies are not up and running but also for perhaps

natural disasters.

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR 3786
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1 It's difficult to estimate the amount of waste
= 2 and the types of waste that will go in, but we think we have
3 a pretty good handle on it. Knowing what we have going
4- there, our objective is to reduce the amount that goes. We
S will always need a landfill.
6 We have asked for a five-year extension because
7 that's the time that we believe it's going to take in order
8 for us to establish a new landfill.
9 We are presently in the process of establishing a
10 Blue Ribbon cormmittee in order to assist the department in
11 the siting of a new landfill. We have been required by some
12 of the conditions that were placed upon us by the Planning
(' 13 Commission to make a report to the city council at the end
o

14 of the year as to which sites are recommended. We need the

15 landfill. Without it we are truly in serious trouble.

16 We recognize that our appearance before this

17 committee is long overdue. We began this process in 1899.
18 And most of the time that it's taken us to get to where we
19 are today are based on trying to get input and completely
20 address the concerns of the community for this project.

21 Although it's not possible to satisfy all within
22 the community on a project it does constitute major and

23 significant effort to address concerns of the immediate

24 community. Critical shortage of space now remaining and

25 severe time constraints which come with it requires that we

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR =
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- 1 ask the Commission to move forward to approve the project
“/_ 2 for all the communities on O'ahu.
3 CHAIRPERSON ING: Thank you. Questions from the
4 parties beginning with the City Planning Cepartment.
. ) MR. CRISPIN: None. L
6 CHAIRMAN ING: No questions. Office of Planning.
7 MR. TSUJI: We just had one question on the
8 ex¥pansion area. How many acres is that?
9 MR. DOYLE: 21 acres I believe.
10 MR. TSUJY: Thank you.
11 CHAIRPERSON ING: No other questions. Any
12 questions from the Commissioners? Commissioner Catalani. !
(- 13 COMMISSIONER CATALANI: Thank you, Mr. Doyle. I
- 14 think I missed your comment when you first opened up
15 regarding reducing the size to five acres. What was that in
16 the context of?
17 MR. DOYLE: I got that corrected. It's five
18 vyears not five acres. And it was we had criginally thought

19 that we would have this landfill operate for another 15 ;
20 vears. And then as part of our discussions with the |
21 community and in trying to take a look at their concerns it
22 was reduced to a five-year operation.

23 COMMISSIONER CATALANI: That five years is based
24 upon a timeline to establish a new site?

25 MR. DOYLE: Yes, it does take that into

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR 788
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- 1 consideration. '
N
2 COMMISSIONER CATALANI: Did you see Council
3 member Garcia's letter I believe he wrote on March 5, 20032
q MR. DOYLE: I believe I have.
5 COMMISSIONER CATALANI: He proposes four
6 conditions, three of which are basically part of the
7 timeline that may or may not be strict enough for the other
8 members of this Commission. But using that as someplace to
9 start, do you have a problem with the three conditions,
10 first three conditions regarding various timelines towards
11 achieving the goal of a new site?
19, MR. DOYLE: Let me just review that for a minute
&;, 13 here. We have no objection to that.

14 COMMISSIONER CATALANI: His fourth condition is,
15 I'm not sure we can name that a condition, it's "encourage
16 wuse of alternative technologies." I assume we might make
17 that as part of a six-month biannual rcport on progress on
18 the items he lists in Paragraph 4.

19 MR. DOYLE: That's fine. We are in the process
20 of that presently.

21 COMMISSIONER CATALANI: Okay. Regarding Senator
22 Kano's letter, if we can switch letters, one of his primary
23 issues is using the site that fronts on the ocean side

24 landfill, using that cell first. Do you have a response or

25 1is there a way to address that issue?

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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So we hope to address, we will address and we
will mitigate further odor produced at the landfill both by
the processes that we're now using, the installation of our
gas recovery system and the reduction of those materials
that presently areAgoinguto the_landfill.

COMMISSIONER CATALANI: Would you object to those
representations being conditions on any permit that we
consider?

MR. DOYLE: No.

COMMISSICNER CATALANI: My last question relates
to, it looks like that Makakilo Kapolei Neighborhood Board
is I guess in his words conceded to & 2-yvear time extension.
Was that timeframe discussed with them or where does that
number come from?

MR. DOQYLE: Well, everybody would like to see us
close earlier.

COMMISSIONER CATALANI: Right.

MR. DOYLE: Our concern with that is the time it
takes in order for us Lo move to actually get a new landfill
established. Because we do have to establish a new
landfill. As you can see the work on this particular
project started in 1999.

We think the time that's necessary for us to get
us there is at least three, probably four years just to get

ourselves up and operational on that landfill site.

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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CCMMISSIONER CATALANI: This relates back to my
original question, I guess. The timeline in council member
Garcia's letter you consider realistic. But a two-year time
period you don't consider realistic.

MR. DCYLE: A two-year time period is not

realistic.

COMMISSIONER CATALANI: And if any of the other
parties want to address that objection we'd like to hear
that as well.

CHAIRPERSON ING: Commissioner Roehrig.

COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: When is the landfill at
Waimanalo Gulch going to be used up?

MR. DOYLE: Our consultant, our operator, rather,
estimates we have until about the end of May.

COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: I have some really
fundamental questions about this. Why didn't the city and
county if they wanted any kind of input from the Land Use
Commission come here five years ago?

If the timelineé to get a new place in position
takes five years, why do you wait until two months before
you're out of space and come to the Commission and put us in
the position that we're in where we're forced to take the
heat for the city and county’s failure to act? What's your
answer to that?

MR. DOYLE: The answer to that, as I said, we

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR &792
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have been at this since 19299. We would like to have been
here earlier. However, over the time period we've attempted
to address all the concerns ¢f the community. And changing
the EIS from 15 years to five years of £ill required
additional time.

CHAIRPERSCN ING: Commissioner Roehrig, I'm not
sure if that was your question versus why not having a new
landfill site started five years ago so that you wouldn't
have to come to us to ask for expansion,

COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Mx. Chairman, that's
exactly where I'm at. Why didn't you folks start this
process five years ago? T don't expeclL you as department
personnel Lo answer for the mayor. Bub it's important to
know what the position of the mayor is and the chairman of
the city council is on Lhis issue. Because this is a
political issue of some magnitude.

So I'd like to hear it straight from you why
didn't you folks look for a new place five years ago instead
of waiting Lo the last minute and coming and squeeze us that
we have to pull all our chestnuts out of the fire? Why
should we have to make this decision? Why didn't you folks
make the decision five years sgo?

MR. DOYLE: We've looked at over 40 landfill
sites on the island of O'ahu and are continuing to look as

to where to go with our solid waste landfill. We believe

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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i 1 leaching of these toxins as vou handle them or as they sit

in the landfill and receive rainwater and then leach out in

(§%7

3 the groundwater, which they don't because we have a

4 collection system.

B 9 I think the primary reason why the Department of
6 Health has not approvéd our ash is because if we were t;_use
7 it in, let's say, asphalt, they're more concerned about if
8 that asphalt gets broken up over time how that might cause
9 health through dust problem.

10 Right now we believe that those heavy metals are

11 confined. Are there other ways to better confine them?

12 Perhaps. Are they expensive? They are. But at this time

13 we hope to work with the new people over at the Department

= 14 of Health, there's a new deputy, and to again pursue our
15 desire to use this material in asphalt. We think that's the
1% best way to take care of it.
17 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: How long will it take the
18 mayor and the city council to put in place the ordinances
19 and executive orders that's necessary to implement all the
20 items in page I-37?
21 MR, DOYLE: Well, what we're looking for on our
22 Hawai'i, on all of the ones that deal with plasma arc, torch
23 or gasification is to have the private sector pay for these,
- 24 And as such what we would do is we would go before the city
"‘:ﬁ\ 25 council with the proposals that we have received, the

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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i 2 1 contracts that we have and the city counc:il would concur
2 with those.
3 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: My guestion, sir, 1s how
4 long do you anticipate the process to take for the mayor and
. S the city council to put in place executive orders and
6 ordinances to implé%ent the concepts there afe identifiea on
7 page I-3? |
8 MR. DOYLE: No later than the end of this year.
9 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: All right. What if we,
10 Jjust talking out loud, what if we have some kind of a
11 proposed order from this Commission that said we give you a
12 certain amount of time to put these things in place so we
(‘—/ 13 get some proof that you folks are going to do these things

14 that should have been done, you know, in the eyes of the

15 public, perhaps, a long time ago?

16 We give you some time and we have you come back
17 take a look see, see how you did whether or not we're going
18 to give any extension or we just turn you down and you go
19 find someplace else and go paddle your own canoe. How's

20 that sound?

21 MR, DOYLE: I'm not going to go out and buy a

22 canoe. Let me --

23 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Well, you can come use

24 ours, Kekaha Canoe Club. We have about 8 or 10 but you got

25 to get in shape.

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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1 on page 1.3.7? 30 days. 60 days?
2 MR. DOYLE: Funding for the planning of these
3 programs has already been passed.
q COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Okay. How's about the

5 funding for the construction and the putting in place the
| 6 necessary oéé£atlgé budget and inffastructure fo_éagry>but

7 the various laudatory items that are on page 1-3?

8 MR. DOYLE: Ideally the way we are approaching it
8 is that the funding for the expansion of H-Power as well as
10 the fundings for these projects will be provided as part of
11 a total package. That total package includes for the
12 operator of the proposed technology to provide for the
P 13 financing, the design, construction and operation of the
14 facility. So we could be in a situation where there would
15 be no requirement for CIP funding.
16 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: My question was, sixy, from
17 today, would it take you 30 days to get this in place, these
18 ordinances and these executive orders? 60 days?
19 How long will it take you? What's your best
20  judgment? Maybe you want to look at the note that just got
21 slipped to you.
22 MR. DQYLE: That's good.
23 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: I don't know who it came
24 from. Is that from you, Abe?

25 MR. MITSUDA: No, it's not.

Holly M. Hackett, CSR BPR
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1 COMMLISSLIONER ROEHRIG: It's not from Abe.

2 MR. DOYLE: It's a good point but... (reading

3 note) our process now is to receive on the alternate

4 technologies as well as the esxpansion of H-Power proposals
2 fd vhe iy o Mgy

6 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: 'Til what?

7 MR. DOYLE: In the middle of May we will receive

8 those proposals.

9 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Okay. My question is how

10 long is it going to take you with reasonable probability to

11 put into effect for the city council to pass --

12 MR. DOYLE: At least 'til the end of the year.

(\_ 13 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Why is it going to take so¢o
14 long.
15 MR. DOYLE: By the time you get these proposals

16 in, hopefully without any extension, although some people

17 might do that, and get them before the city council, get

18 them to be reviewed and the tame period it would take to go
19 through an ordinance process is approximately that amount of
20 time,

21 CHAIRPERSON ING: Just point of information.

22 When a city council passes an order how many readings does
23 it go through?

24 MR. DOYLE: Three.

; e 25 CHAIRMAN ING: On the neighbor islands we

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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1 short-cut it, two. i

2 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: How many weeks does it

3 take for three readings? I

4 MR. DOYLE: About three months. i
3 _ COMMISSIONER RQEHRI@: Three monphs? Chairman,

6 that's my questions for now.

7 CHAIRPERSON ING: I think it's right in time for |

8 a 1l0-minute break.

9 (Recess) ;
10 CHAIRMAN ING: We will reconvene the meeting on

11 Docket No. SP87-362. 1In the interim we have had three
12 additional public witnesses sign up. So at this time I i
13 would like to call upon Susan Tanioka followed by Todd Apo.

14 Would Susan come forward.

15 UNIDENTIFIED SPEARKER: I believe she had to ;
16 leave. ;
17 CHAIRMAN ING: TI'm sorxy that we missed her

18 input. Todd Apo followed by Cynthia Rezentes.
19 TODD APO j

20 being first duly sworn to tell the truth, testified

N2
1=

as follows:

22 CHAIRPERSON ING: Please be seated. Please give
23 us your name and address.

24 MR. APO: My name is Todd Apo. I'm with Ko'olina

25 Resort and Marina. Address is 55 Merchant Street, Honoluluy,

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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2 I thank the Chairman and the members for the
3 opportunity to address you. The Ko'olina Resort Marina sits
4 directly across the street from the Waimanalo Gulch
5 landfill. We are obviously opposed to any expansion of the
6 landrill. IR
7 We do, on the other hand, recognize the
8 practicalities of things, that there, as has been discussed,
9 there aren't many alternatives. It's unfortunate but it's a
10 fact that we have to face.
11 We do appreciate the city's efforts in working
12 with the community. They obviously were looking at 60 acres
(‘; 13 for 15 years, have reduced that to 15 acres for {ive years.

14 Obviously we would like to get it closed sooner.
15 We like the two year number, the two-year timeframe that has
16 been set. I think one idea was set up was if we set a

17 shorter timeframe with two years with the thought they come
18 Dback before this group, confirm that the actions that should
19 be happening are happening despite those efforts an

20 additional extension is needed. We like the fact that this
21 is a separate board outside the city that would be that type
22 of check. Like I said we hope you would consider doing

23 that.

24 I think the other thing we are looking for which

25 the city has previously confirmed to us and we'd like to

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR 3808
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| 1 COMMISSIONER COPPA: 1989.
2 MR. DOYLE: Yes. i
3 COMMISSIONER COPPA: My next question is to ask :
4 you to be as honest as you can to me because I think I'm

(811

trying to see what it's going to look like, whether it's two

6 years from now or five years from now.

7 Do you honestly think that we will have a site,
8 another site picked for a landfill? And if so do you think
9 that you could commit that without a doubt that this

10 landfill will close?

11 MR. DOYLE: We have made the commitment, vyes,
12 COMMISSIONER COPPA: I think in '89 you went to
( 13 '99 —
) 14 MR. DOYLE: No.
15 COMMISSIONER CCPPA: -- for an expansion. Wasn't

16 there a set date it was going to close?

17 MR. DOYLE: ©No there wasn't. What we said was we
18 went in for a landfill permit for 15 years of operation. We
19 never said that the landfill would close. People may have
20 thought that but we never said that.

21 COMMISSIONER COPPA: I have been to a couple of
22 the Neighborhood Board meetings out at Kapolei.

23 MR. DOYLE: Right.

24 COMMISSIONER COPPA: I guess it was the

25 impression --—

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR 381 6
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1 made a decision on -- we really have no choice.
2 What do we do? Fall up H-1 or H-2 with rubbish
3 and let it pile up or do we expand this? Do we try to set

4 some milestones along the way to ensure that in five years

S it absolutely closes? I'm not going to be a Commissioner
6 five years fromiﬁow SQ... - -
7 MR. DOYLE: Yeah. My understanding, and I'll ask
8 the Department of Planning and Permitting to help me on
9 this, though, my understanding is that we have those

10 conditions on us already in the permit.

11 COMMISSIONER COPPA: Qkay. Well, anyway, I just

12 hnad to express that.

{ | 13 MR. DOYLE: Yeah. Let me just tell you that it's
14 not unreascnable for us to conform to that timeline to have
15 the committee established and to pick the site. Though the
16 whole community is involved in this. Everybody understands
17 the unfortunate situation that we're in.

18 COMMISSIONER COPPA: But you've looked at 40

189 landfills around the island.

20 MR. DOYLE: Yes.

21 COMMISSIONER COPPA: Where do we go? You said we
22 have to have a landfill no matter what.

23 MR. DOYLE: Right.

24 COMMISSIONER COPPA: Of all the things that

25 Commissioner Roehrig pointed out about using these other
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1 alternates, we have to have a landfill.
2 MR. DCYLE: Right. At the time that we made the
3 selection, we selected Waimanalo Gulch to be expanded. Now,

4 Dbased on our commitment to be out of that area within five

5 vyears there still are other alternatives.
F"6 PR ‘ COMMfééIéﬁER COPPA: Oh, thége is other
7 alternatives?
8 MR. DOYLE: Yes, there are alternative sites.
9 They may not be happy alternatives but they're alternative
10 sites.
11 COMMISSIONER COPPA: And the Blue Ribbon

12 committee will decide.

( 13 MR. DOYLE: Yes. Exactly. Yes, yes.
14 COMMISSICNER COPPA: Thank you very much.
15 CHAIRPERSON ING: Commissioner Desai.
16 COMMISSICONER DESAI: I think coupled with the new

17 sites that you're looking for as beyond the Waimanalo Gulch,
18 what new technology are you going to employ? Because thére
19 is a concern that our sites are not very many, we are a

20 small place.

21 If we don't find a new site coupled with

22 technologies that helps us, I think the population is

23 increasing, our habits are bad, as a nation, as a state in
24 creating waste.

25 I was just talking to Mr. Crispin here. You got
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a little cell telephone. And the package is this big. You

2 go to the grocery store you by two zucchinis and an egg
3 plant they give you three bags, paper, or plastic. I mean |
4 we just have bad habikts.
That isn't geoing to end soon. $So we are going to |

be cgeét;ng moré was;;jh.WeAdon't'have enough sites. Wé‘re |

7 not sure what technologies are in store or even what to do

8 with them. I mean we really need to look at technology ;

9 alternatives, not just sites. So what do we have in store ]
10 for us? é
11 MR. DOYLE: Definitely the one that looms the
12 brightest is the expansion of H-Power. That truly takes i
( ' 13 care of it. Right now we can do 607,000 tons a year of i
14 garbage processed through H~Power. The facility has been in i
15 operation for lO years. It's processed ll years of its
16 requirement.
17 We believe we have an excellent operating

18 facility there and that it makes sense to add a third boiler |

19 to increase our capacity from 605 to 720,000 tons, and

20 perhaps an expansion beyond. But right now that's where we

21 are. That's our proposed expansion.

22 Actually out of the search of alternative
23 technologies for plasma arc or plasma torch came an
24 interesting technology in the revitalization of, let's call

25 it, gasification type technologies.
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g In some ways that may be even wmore viable than
L2 plasma arc and plasma torch. So there are the possibilities
3 of those technologies.
4 I think we are also looking at, and this is when i
S5 we get into the second phase of going out and offering the
6 recycling park, looking fornthése otﬁer technologieé-“m‘

7 whatever they are. Some of them are technologies to deal

8 with anaerobic digestion of digestibles, food waste, some of

9 the wastes that we talk about from the farms and whatnot

10 that wind up in our landfill todav.

11 We also look to expand ocur recycling. We're

12 looking to do this now through the processes we have but

——

13 also our curbside recycling programs which are going to be |

14 recycling programs which we are going to be starting in [
i

15 July.

16 A large portion of our solid waste 1s green i
|

17 waste. We're are fortunate on an island all the green waste

18 that we deliver to, in this case, a company called Hawai'i
19 Earth Products, is composted. This to us is one of our

20 Dbetter ways of recycling material. It's composted back on
21 our soil as well as so0il on the other islands.

22 So we hope to increase the amount of green waste
23 that we presently have going to H-Power going to the

24 landfill in the quantities that will reduce their input to

fff‘ 25 that and allow for other items to go there.
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\L 1 with this Blue Ribbon committee.
§ 2 As far as, you know, our shortcutting I'd like to
3 let the Planning people talk better to that.
4 Certainly that wasn't our intention. As I said
5 we have been at this since 1999 to_prp@uce a plan tha§ h;d
6 lots of community input. We think we have done it in the
7 documents that we have produced.
8 I think the Environmental Impact Statement that's
9 Dbeen massaged over and over both on the 15-year and a
10 five-year plan has received lots of community input.
11 But I'd like Eric, perhaps, to speak to the
12 planning process.
k, 13 MR. CRISPIN: We'd be happy to.
14 CHAIRPERSON ING: You'll be next. That's the
15 potential problem. All the sites you may be looking at
16 ranking them top three or top five, if they're close to
17 urban communities those communities will oppose it. And you
18 may be back here five years from now saying we had five,
19 three sites selected and everyone was against the sites and
20 now we have to expand this site again.
21 MR. DOYLE: No, that's not the case. The city
22 has committed and the Planning Commission has certified that
23 we will be out of that site, that's a condition, we will be
-y 24 out of that site in five years.
%%é 25 Everything that we are going to be doing over
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! 1 that time period, this time period before vou is to be out

2 of that site. That's the city's commitment.
3 CHAIRMAN ING: Thank you. Commissioner Roehrig. ;
4 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: How many acres a month do |

5 you need for a disposal at this site? We did some simple |

6 math and it looks like three acres a year. Is that about g
7 right? !
8 MR. DOYLE: 1I'll defer, if I can, to the people

9 who are operating the site. They can probably give you a

10 better answer.

11 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: No, just give me an

12 estimate. I'll go for that. We will get the refinement

{ 13 from them. What's an estimate? You folks put down you want

14 15 acres for next five years, 15 acres more. So how much is

15 that a year? That's three acres.
16 MR. DOYLE: Well, 20. i
17 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Well, some of that is !
18 fill. You have 15 acres c¢f fill area but the rest for

19 buildings, et cetera, et cetera, right?

20 MR. DOYLE: This is for landfill.

21 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: 20 acres for landfill. So
22 that's five times four, right? Four acres a year? Is that
23 how fast you £ill it up?

24 MR. DOYLE: What happens in a landfill some sites

25 wvary contour than others. One particular section of the
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1 that. I think you're trying to be forthright.
2 MR. DOYLE: Thank you.
3 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Next thing is, so I

4 understand it clearly for purposes of us making a decision,

5 and perhaps counsel could assist us in this, as far as I
6 know, as far as I understand the applicant here is the City
7 and County of Honolulu, is that correct?

8 MR. DOYLE: That's correct.

9 COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Although you have a
10 certain department as the head agency, this is the City and
11 County of Honolulu asking the State Land Use Commission in
12 this petition for relief; is that correct?
{ 13 MR. DOYLE: That's correct.
14 COMMISSICNER ROEHRIG: All right. Now, as far as
15 this Blue Ribbon committee is concerned, I assume there's

16 good cause to have a Blue Ribbon committee. My own personal

17 experience with Blue Ribbon committees is, vyou know, that's
18 another way of deferring making decisicn,

19 Is it your best judgment that this committee,

20 whatever it's going to be, is going to be composed of

21 experts who are going to devine where is the best place to
22 put it so that the city council and the mayor are going to
23 agree to that?

24 Or are they just going to come up with some ideas

25 and the mayor and the city council are free to reject all
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J 1 council by the end of the year. I want the decision made by
2 the end of the year because ocotherwise no sense we approve

3 anything.

4 COMMISSICNER COPPA: Commissioner Roehrig?

3] COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Just down it.

6 CHAIRPERSON ING: Commissioner copps.
7 COMMISSIONER COPPA: Maybe just from experience

8 in the construction industry, as we follow schedules and
9 milestones I know what you're saying. We would like a

10 commitment. But like anything, schedules are made based on

11  what people tell us.

12 I think it seems like the city has taken a

i" 13 concerted effort to put this schedule together to meet the
14 five-year. But T agree with you that isn't there some other
15 mechanism we can accept that five-year and at the end of

16 that one year, if that milestone, in construction it's

17 <called a milestone, it's not met with what remedies do we

18 have,

19 At least, I quess the concern for me would be

20 that if we give it the one year that we lose that other four
21 years potentially and they come back in another year say,

22 "We need now one more year added." We'wve lost that. I'm
23 looking at possibly accepting the five but having some...

24 CHAIRPERSON ING: I was watching this Japanese TV

25 thing. What they do is they give a hostage.

Holly M. Hackett, CSR RPR
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COMMISSICNER COPPA: That's not a bad idea. Is
the city prepared to do that?

(Laughter)

COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Mr. Chairman, my concern

is the Land Use Commission is the hostage.

COMﬁiéSIO&ER COPPA: Yeah, I agree.

COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: That's the problem.

CHAIRPERSON ING: Maybe first born.

COMMISSIONER ROEHRIG: Mr. Chairman, to comment,
to respond to Commissioner Coppa, I don't accept the idea
that I will go by anybody's promise on anything for five
years. My suggestion is, and that's why I'm asking
Mr. Doyle about this, I think the Land Use Commission
should, Land Use Commission should think forward only to end
of the year.

We give enough land to the end of year. We set
these conditions. At the end of the year if you have
performed all these conditions perhaps the Land Use
Commission will look on with favor for giving you another
six or eight months or another year. The idea being that if
the city fathers are on a short leash, they will give this a
priority attention and it will not get shuffled off into the
back burner that isn't working because it's a political hot
potato.

Because as soon as you pick somebody else'’s
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1 decision today, we're going to make a decision that's going

2 to have an impact not only on your departments but it's

3 going to have an impact on the councilmen.

4 And we want to give them due deference in our

5 deCL31on maxlnq because they are elected public oFflclals
''''' 6 and they're entltléd to due d;ferenc;hglven to thelr

7 feelings.

8 S0 in the absence of seven other Councilmen

9 saying their piece, is the Land Use Commission to make its

10 own best judgment today? Is that where we're at? Or are

11  you going to leave that to us to decide?

12 MR. CRISPIN: Mr. Roehrig and, Mr. Chairman, may
l 13 I just try to address the question to the best extent I can?
14 I think fFrank has made it very clear we do not, cannot speak
15 for the city council.

16 In answer to Mr. Roehrig's question the silence,
17 or the fact that they're not necessarily here does not mean
18 that this process and where we are today was done or created

19 in a wvacuum,

20 I think letters read by fellow Commissicners they
21 basically reflect the opinions of the most interested

22 councilmembers on the record. And they're fully aware of

23 the situation. We have been working cooperatively with the
24 city council.

25 With respect to the schedule, and now I just have
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’ 1 to clarify it's a little bit difficult here because I['m in a

2 sense wearing a little bit of two hats., One hat is the i
3 regulatory hat with regard to a fellow department coming in
4 to the city and to our regulatory role with respect to that
5 department. Very clear that we have exercised our duties
L 6 accordiééi&, o | -
7 However, the second hat as representing a member i

8 of the Administration of the City and County of Honolulu

9 with regard to the schedule. And when Frank says we have
10 been coming down this road for the past year and a half,

11 really it's close to two years, twp and a half years that we

12 have been working together coming up with a solution.

(_ 13 With respect to the solution, I'm speaking in my
14 former capacity as deputy director of Department of Design
15 and Construction, the schedule that is before you is one
16 that the Administration believes is doable, achievable, it
17 can be done. It can be done, we believe within that

18 timeframe or better.

19 The Administration’'s will and resolve is to

20 achieve this within the timeframe that’s been already

21 reduced from 15 years to five years. And the schedule

22 reflects the finding of that alternate solution, alternate
23 site within that five-year period and having it up and

24 running so we can close down Waimanzalo Gulch.

25 Having said that, again, we can only speak for
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verify actual physical progress to avoid, I believe, if I
understand your intent correctly, your intent is to how can
we keep from being in this situation five years from now?

How can we keep from coming over here and saying, "Hey, we

got two month's time. Yeah, we talked about 2003. Sorry we

blew it."

Given not just Condition No. 12 but all of the
conditions combined essentially culminating in Condition 12,
which is to report on the progress that's been made and for
the Commission then to be able to verify whether indeed that
progress is keeping us on track or not.

CHAIRMAN ING: I think you got to answer his
questions real quick. We're running out of time. His
qguestion is are you on board with him on this incremental
approval. Yes or no?

MR. CRISPIN: No.

CHAIRPERSON ING: Okay. That's all we needed to
hear.

MR. CRISPIN: We recommend against that
incremental approval.

CHAIRPERSON ING: Let me ask a couple questions.
This proposed Blue Ribbon committee, could they come out
with a recommendation that this Waimanalo Gulch landfill be
expanded?

MR. DOYLE: No.
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i 1 CHAIRPERSON ING: Thank you. You answered '"no".
2 MR. DOYLE: "No".
3 CHAIRPERSON ING: Thank you. When you had your
4 public hearing before the Planning Commission -- we have a
5 letter dated March 5, year 2003 from Councilman Garcia --
6 was thaivpresen;ed before the Pianning Commission, his
7 recommendations and comments?
3 MR. DOYLE: The letter was submitted to the
9 Planning Commission.
10 CHAIRMAN ING: And the Planning Commission chose
11 not to embrace any of his proposals then? I'm letting
12 Mr. Doyle answer when I'm asking Eric.
( 13 MR. CRISPIN: I may have to.
14 CHALIRMAN ING: The Planning Commission --
15 MR. DOYLE: You know there was much discussion,
16 of course. And I think that in that discussion certainly

17 Councilman Garcia's letter did surface and was discussed.

18 Whether or not his particular wording was embodied in the
19 Planning Commission's recommendations I1'd have to check.

20 CHATRPERSON ING: Obviously it was not. They

21 only added two c¢onditions from the nine that existed before.
22 Would the applicant be opposed to these four

23 conditions being added with the wording changed to instead
24 of saying "require the city" I would say "the city shall in

25 consort with this Blue Ribbon selection committee which
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about item No. 4 a minute because it says, "encourage the

i80

use.” If you said "shall use" we might be in a pickle
because some of these alternative technologies are still yet
to come forward in our RFP to determine whether or not
they're feasible.

‘ So you understand'our éoncern now? Certainly
"shall encourage" is not a problem, not a problem at all
because that's what we'fe decing.

COMMISSIONER COPPA: Mr. Doyle, just to remind
you it was your testimony that said these alternative
technologies, the burden falls on you because you're looking
for a smaller landfill site. I don't know that even if we
did put it in still the burden still falls on you because
you've got to find a new site. And these alternative
technologies are really going to reduce the rubbish.

MR. DOYLE: Absolutely. It's just that some of
the --

COMMISSIONER COPPA: I understand.

MR. DOYLE: Okay.

CHAIRMAN ING: What we have done in the past
sometimes that would probably add it to the wording use "to
the extent feasible,” wording along those lines.

MR. DOYLE: That certainly is fine.

CHAIRPERSON ING: Any other questions to this

witness? Commissioner Roehrig.
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1 we have entered in now to say these are some milestones we

210

2 are attempting to set.

3 CHAIRPERSON ING: Is that an amendment, Bruce?
4 CCOMMISSIONER COPPA: Yes it is, Mr. Chairman.

5 COMMISSIONER YUKIMURA: I second the amendment.
6 CHAIRPERSON ING: Second by Yukimura.

7 COMMISSIONER YUKIMURA: I second.

8 CHAIRPERSON ING: Further discussion?

9 Commissioner Fiesta.
10 COMMISSIONER FIESTA: Sitting pretty much quiet
11 throughout the whole day, for me I got one problem with
12 giving the council or the mayor more time than what they
(~ 13 need. Meaning that solid waste is a major problem. And if
14 it's a priority problem for the county, then why wait less,
15 essentially two months down the road they’'re going to close
16 it. They're coming in front of us they got 60 days.
17 We're giving you guys, we're giving you to the
18 end of the year. And if the mayor and the council think
19 that or represent the county, they should be here at this
20 hearing.
21 It's an important issue this rubbish dump. It's
22 almost as important as potable water., And I'll be damned if
23 we give these guys more time. I think their credibility as
24 far as I'm concerned doesn't hold much with me, when they

25 come knocking on my door say, "You know what? We get two
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1 months to move."

I think the December lst date regarding the Blue

[R3

3 Ribbon committee to get the council their recommendation,

4 and the council should on their act and get something done

5 by the 31st. If they do their job they will get their five
6 years. If they don't then they sleeping.

7 And I think the message to the council is, "Don't

8 walt until December lst. Start moving now.” So I would be

9 woting in favor of the original motion. Thank you.
10 CHAIRMAN ING: Pravin.
11 COMMISSIONER DESAI: I think I would be in favor
12 of the motion as presented by Commissioner Coppa and
{ 13 sentiments expressed by Commissioner Yukimura. Because I
14 don't think that we can hold the city council hostage or the
15 «city hostage for a certain vote they can or cannot get.
16 It's beyond our control, it's beyond their control.
17 I think c¢ne issue is important to all of us,
18 including the city and the city council and the community at
19 large. I think that us having this great discussion this
20 afternoon I think points that out.

21 I think we are saying we are asking the city the

22 Blue Ribbon committee to select a site by December 1 and to
23 put it before the city council should be a message enough to
24 city council that this is an urgent matter and facility will

25 <close in five years; we need to start acting because there
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