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City ordered to improve 
monitoring at landfill1 

D&NNIS OQA I DODA@STAR... DVERTISER.COM 

Scaffol"1ng atlll aurt'OWldll the BtlWiy 'painted and ~on?d Ford bland Control 
Tower: The tower's$~ Ulllllon renovation waa complet.ed In time for the Paclllc 
Aviation Museum'• fifth anniversary, with Its annual fundl'lllaer today, and the 
70ih annlvel'llllr)' of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

1 Ford Island control tower 
!shows off its flying colors 
I 

By Gary T. Kubota 
gkubota~storodvertiser.com 

Federal environmental 
protection officials have set 
new monitoring rules and 
deadlines for the city to 
complete improvements al 
Walmanalo Gulch Landfill, 
nearly a year alter the un­
controlled release of 
stom1water swept refuse 
strewn wlth medical waste 
into the ocean along the 
Walrulae Coast. 

The city failed to comply 
with Its state stormwater 
pennit on at least three oc­
casions from December 
2010 through January, the 
U.S. Environmental Protec­
tion Agency said Wednel;,­
day. 

Astonn In mid-Jam,1ary 
brought some I I Inches of 
rain In two days to parts of 
Oahu, sending runoff down 
the gulch that mixed with 
waste at the landfill. Refuse, 
including medical waste, 
washed Into the ocean. 

The EPA sald the new 
monitoring rules _are In-­
tended to increi\lle account-
ablllcy. . 

According to·the·agency, 
the city will have to take 
water samples and conduct 
tests each time stonnwater 
from the landfill enters the 
ocean. 

II must also Issue 
monthly sampllng reports 
starting Jan. 15. 

The state health 
stormwater permit now al­
lows city officials to Issue a 
report once a year. 

''They just have to do it 
more frequently," said 
David Wampler, an EPA 
compliance official. 

Wampler said the city is 
required to provide an en-­
hnnced stormwater moni­

"This compliance 
agreement Is just 
the next step to 
assure all the 
necessary , , , 

lmprovemenbl 
to the landfill 
are completed 
appropriately and 
in a timely fashion." 
Gary Gill 
State de ty health director 

pu 

on the progress ol control- . 
ling storm water runoff. 

The agency set the dead­
line for today to complete a 
construction project under 
way to control stormwater 
runoff. 

Wampler said there was 
no monetary penalty at­
tached to the agency's find­
ings. 

(:lty·environmental sef\'­
ices Director Tim Stein­
berger said the city and 
landfill operator Waste 
Management Inc. are evalu­
ating the deadlines im­
posed by the order, and 
mucti of the work men­
tioned by the EPA is under 
Y1ay. 

Gary Gill, deputy health 
director lor the environ­
ment, said the deadlines 
and new r:utes are a "good ' 
thing" because they pro­
vide.a way to measure 
progress and provide trans­
parency for the activities at 
the landfill. 

Gill said since the flood­
ing at the landllll, the city 

"This compliance agroo­
m~mt is just the next step to 
assure all the necessary Im­
provements to the landfill 
are completed appropri­
ately and in a timely fash­
ion," he said. 

Work is under way on a 
project to divert Doodwa-­
ters around the landfill by 

•way of a box culvert ~d 
ilberglass pipes. 

Absent that, the landfill 
was awash In January's 
heavy rain. 

"It created a mess," Gill 
said. 

Gill said he visited the 
landl~ll Tu~sday and lo.und 
the d1vers1on project.func-
tionally complete. 

"!fwe had a new rain­
storm today, the land!iU 
would not flood as It did 
last year," he said. 

Carroll Cox, head of an 
environmental watchdog 
group, said government offi­
cials should be more ag­
gressive in their monitoring, 
especially in light of the like­
lihood that the landfill will 
continue to be used beyond 
its s.cheduled closure In 
2012. 

Cox said the timellne for 
testing water samples 
should be short .and people 
should be warned If there Is 
a risk to public health. 

"We're talking about 
tours operating, people 
snorkeling and swimming 
right out there," he said. 

According to the state 
Clean Water Branch, warn-­
Ing si1,10s are posted on the 
benches whenever state In-· 
spectors are notified about 
runoff into the ocean occur­
ring at the landfill, and sam, 
pies of ocean Y(ater are 
taken on the same day. 

But the branch said the 
review of test samples 

toring plan by Jan. 2 and to has been very cooperative sometimes takes several By William Cole Paty parachuted Into Nor­ completed in 1942, officials 
provide a report by Dec. 15 with the state and EPA days, If not longer. mandy on D-Day, was a for­ said.wcole@staradvertlser.com 

mer piantation manager, "We're pretty well done ------- ------ - - I 
The Paclflc Aviation Mu­ CEO iUld president of Wai­ with the exterior stabiliza­

seum Pearl Harbor i~ taking alua Sugar Co., and ls a civil­ tion of the tower itself," DecACURA CF HONOLULU I the wraps off an eye-pop.. ian aide emeritus to the Holl said. "We still have to 
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