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Hawaii Planning Commission 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Attention: Mr. Raymond Suefuji
Planning Director 

Gentlemen: 

At its meeting on October 28, 1975, the Land Use 
Commission voted to disapprove the Special Permit SP75-222 
submitted by Kapehe Land Investment to establish a memorial 
park in the Agricultural District on 31.2 acres of land 
described as Tax Map Key 7-3-2: 9, Kalaoa 2nd, N. Kona, 
Hawaii. The motion for denial of the petition was on the 
basis that the application was premature. The Commission 
noted that a Special Permit was approved in August, 1974 
(SP74-184, Sim Wenner) which would provide 10 acres for 
burial sites; and also that it did not have sufficient 
information to approve the request now under considera­
tion. 

The Commission further instructed it af 
st the Hawaii County Planning Director to co 

wing: 

1) that should future Special Permit applications 
be considered for the establishment of cemetery 
uses, particularly in the West Hawaii area, that 
the petitioner be required to show the need for 
such proposed uses in more depth; 

2) that in addition to conformity with General Plan 
criteria, other supportive data such as popula­
tion growth rates, death rates, availability of 
burial facilities and other pertinent information 
be considered for inclusion in the findings of 
the Hawaii County Pl~ning Commission1 and 

that a comprehensive study be made to determine 
the projected needs for additional facilities 
of this type. 





STI\TE OF Hl\WAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

VOTE RECORD 

ITEM SP75-222 - KAPEHE LAND INVEST- DATE__o_c_t_o_b_e_r_ _2_8~,_ 1_9_7_5___ _ 
MENT 

OPED Conference Room TII>IB__l_O_:_O_O_ a_ .m_ . _______PLACE 
Honolulu, Eawaii 

s 

M 

NAME YES NO ABS'EAIN ABSENT 

YANA I, EDWARD X 

CARRAS, J AME S 
X 

DUKE, CHARLE S X 

WHITES ELL , CAROL 
X 

SAKAID-1.SHI, S TANLEY X 

OURA, MITSUO 
X 

YAMAMURA, TANJI X 

MACHADO, COLETTE 
X 

TANGEN, EDDI E X 

Commen ts : 
I move that we deny this application because of its 
prematurity. 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

Minutes of Meeting 

October 28, 1 9 75 - 1 0:00 a.m . 

~ DPED Conference Room 
State Kamamalu Building JAN 1 2 1976 

Honol u lu , Hawaii 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT : Eddie Tangen , Chairman 
Stanley Sakahashi , Vice Chairman 
Jame s Carras 
Charles Duke 
Colette Machado 
Carol Whitesell 
Edward Yanai 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Mitsuo Oura 
Tan ji Yamamura 

STAFF PRESENT : Ah Sung Leong , Acting Executive Officer 
Gordan Furutani, Planner 
Michael Mars h , Deputy Attorney Genera l 
Dora Horikawa, Clerk Reporte r 

Ray Russell , Court Reporter 

Chairman Tangen announced that the agenda will be rearranged 
to consider the Special Permit first to accommodate the petitioner 
since there was a representative from the Girl Scout Council:. 
He called on Mr . Leong, Acting Executive Of ficer , to present the 
staff memorandum . · 

APPLICATION BY THE GIRL SCOUT COUNClL OF THE PACIFIC , INC . 
(SP75-223) TO ESTABLISH A GIRL SCOUT SERVICE CENTER AT KEAAU , 
PUNA, HAWAII 

The staff memorandwn was presented by Mr . Leong (see copy 
on file ). 

Mr . N. E . Smith, Executive Director of the Girl Scout Council 
of the Pacific clarified several points that were raised by the 
Commission members . He submitted that the Department of Trans­
portation had agreed to the access road which the petitioner will 
provide to the subject site . Also , in recent negotiations with 
the County , it had been tentatively agreed to allow petitioner t o 
use the existing 2½ " pipe line privately owned by the Shipman ' s . 

Commissioner Carras moved to approve the Special Permit , 
subject to the conditions imposed by the Hawaii County Planning 
Commission . The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Sakahashi 
and unanimously carried . 



.... 

Minutes -2- October 28, 1975 

J APPLICATION BY KAPEHE LAND INVESTMENT (SP75-222l TO ESTABLISH 
A MEMORIAL PARK AT KALAOA 2ND, N. KONA, HAWAII 

Mr. Gordan Furutani, Planner, read the staff memorandum 
(see copy on file). 

At the request of Commissioner Whitesell , Mr. Furutani gave 
a brief comparative description of the cemetery proposals by Sim 
Wenner, Hualalai Memorial Park, Inc. and the subject petition 
in terms of size, number of plots, type of facility , total acres 
involved, etc . 

The question was raised concerning the need or justification 
for another cemetery in the Kona area. Chairman Tangen recalled 
that at the time the Commission approved the Sim Wenner request , 
it was felt that there was a need for additional plots in the 
area . Both the earlier Hualalai and present requests were also 
proposing to take care of needs long into the future and there 
was a serious question of justification for additional facilities 
of this type . 

Commissioner Duke moved to deny the Special Permit due to 
its prematurity . The motion was seconded by Commissioner Carras . 

Commissioner Machado suggested that the County Planning 
Commision be apprised of the Land Use Commission's position re­
garding development of me moria l parks in terms of future needs. 
Chairman Tangen agreed that the Commission should communicate 
with the Hawaii County Planning Commission to this effect, and 
also to require the petitioner to substantiate this need. Commis­
sioner Whitesell also suggested that population projections, death 
rate s, etc. might be indicated in the County's report to the Land 
Use Commission. Chairman Tangen advised that a letter incorpo­
rating the foregoing recommendations will be transmitted to the 
Hawaii County Planning Commission . 

The Commissioners were polled as follows : 

Ayes: Commissioners Yanai, Carras, Duke, Whitesell, 
Chairman Tangen 

Nays: Vice Chairman Sakahashi, Commissioner Machado 

The motion was carried. 

AR&R75-5 - ADOPTION OF THE FINAL DRAFT OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
TO THE RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE AND THE STATE LAND USE 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS OF THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

On behalf of the Commissioners, Chairman Tangen expressed 
his appreciation to Commissioner Whitesell for her efforts and 
time expende d in finalizing the draft of the Rules and Regula­
tions, reflecting the consensus of the Commission, for adoption . 



S'1.' l\'I'E OF HA\'JAI I 
LAND USE COMMI SSION 

MEMORANDUM Qctober 28, 1975 
10:00 a.m. 

TO: Ln.nd Use Commission 

FROM: Sta ff 

SUBJECT: SP 75-222 - Kapehe Land Investment 

. Mr. Mark M. Onak a , in b e h a lf of Kapehe Land Investme nt., 
requests np p rov a l o f a Speci a l Permit to a llow the establishme nt 
of a Me mori a l P ark including a mortuary and mausol 9 um within t h e 
St nte L~nd Us e Agricultur a l District a t Kalaoa 2nd, North Kona. 
H?wa ii. The subj e ct proper ty is described a s TMK 7-3-02:9 and 
consists of approxima tely 31.18 acre s of l and. It is located 
a long the mauk a side of Mamr1laho a Highw ay directly across from 
the Kon a Wonder View Lots Development. The property is owned inp•by Mrs. Emm a J ane Kapehe. 

In support of his request, the applic , nt has submitted 
a proposed developme nt plan and tre followin·g statements: 

1. "Req uested special permit use conforms to Section 
13 (B) (20) use and buildings normally considered accessory to 
the above permitted uses subject to approval o f the Director. 

2. "The desired use will be a long-term development ~nd 
definitely fit in with the ecology plans for Hawaii. The design 
will be developed artistically and the perpetual maintenance of 
the grounds should enhance the vnlue of surrounding property. 

3. "The desired use will require water, telephone and 
electricity from av a ilable public utility facilities. The burden 
should be no gre a ter if as much as a similar agricultur a l planned 
area with residences. Interna l roads and streets will be built 
,md mr1int;:iined by the developer. Access roads may need to be 
p rtved nnd widened. Police protect ion in most cases would be 
limited •to funeral escorts. 

4. 11 At present West Hawa.ii has a number of small ceme­
teries th r1t Hre no t very well maintained, and only very limited 
sp <'lce left for buri al plots. The normal growth of population in 
this ;=iren m;=i.y be expected to create a strong dem.:111d for Comity 
~c tion · to provide ;:'tdr1i t ion rtl c c111c tery ~;pace . This pro!)m; :oil \•Jcmlc 

rel i eve the County of this proble m to a large extent . 
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5. 11 The land upon which . the proposed use is sought may 
be considered as a necessary complement to the other uses permitted 
within the district. The proposed use may be considered just as 
essential to the public as parks, recreation areas , airfields, 
private clubs, golf courses, and other amenities. 

6. "The proposed use will in general conform to the 
character of the land and should not pose any problems of drainage 
or other ecological factor s. At present the land is not being 
used for any agricultural activity. 

7. "A memorial park will fill an ur.gent need in West 
Hawaii. . When completed it will afford many positions for ·local 
residents, including workers on the grounds and officese This 
cemetery will be available to all the people of H2waii regardless 
of religious beliefs or ethnic group. A full-service mortuary 
and mau soleum will be included on the grounds with v arious f acili­
ties to accommodate the desires, needs ~nd wants of all the reli­
gious nd ethnic customs of the Islands." 

In addition , the applicant, in part, h a s submitted the 
following information regarding the proposed project: 

1. "Two acres of land will be set aside for those who 
must turn to the State of Hawaii or County of Hawaii for t.h :r. 
buri al space and funeral expenses. 

2. 11 The project will start with the development of ten 
acres into the various areas, with roads, the mortuary and the 
mausoleum. 

3. "According to Utility Commission statistics , there 
are 18,000 people in the Kona area and 10,000 people in the region 

. of Honokaa and the Kohalas.. This would indicate a death rate in 
the are a of 250 per year O 

11 

Presently , a single-family dwelling and a c arpor t is 
.situated on the subject property. The land is not used for any 
agricultural activity and the surrounding land area includes a 
Roman Catholic Church, the Church of Latter-Day Saints, pasture 
lands, ·and scnttered single-family residences. There are sever al 
small cemeteries located within the North Kona District and a 
proposed new cemetery. The proposed cemetery is situated approxi­
mately 4.7 miles south (Kealakekua side) of the subject property. 
The Lnnd Use Commission approved the Special Permit request to 
establish this cemetery by Sim Wenner (SP 75-184) on August 10, 
1974. · The proposal under this Special Permit includes the develop­
ment of 3,000 plots on approximately ten acres of land. 
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The soil type of this parcel is Punaluu extremely rocky 
peat, rock outcrops occupy 40 to 50 percent of the surface and 
the surface layer is about four inches thick and underlaid with 
P ahoehoe lava bedrock . The soil is rapidly permeable, runoff is 
slow, ond the erosion hazard is slight. The land capability unit 
i$ class VII or soils which have very severe limitations for crop 
cultivation and limited pasture, woodland and wildlife uses. 
Rainfnll in the area is about 40 to 50 inches annually and the 
slope is approximately 6 to 20 percent. 

The General Plan Land Qse Pattern Allocation Guide Map 
des ignates the area for extensive agricultural uses and as an 
altcrn r'\te urban expansion area. The County's zoning designa tion 
is Ag-20 acres. The zoning code of the County allows cemeteries 
within the Agricultural zone. 

The uPublic Facilities - Health and Sanitation" subele­
ment of the General Plan document states as a course· of action 
for the Kona District that "New cemetery sites to serve future 
needs shall be sought." 

The Hawaii County Planning Commission staff received 
the following comments: 

• Denrirtrnent of Health 

"In response to your letter of June 10, 1975 staff 
members from our Hawaii office inspected the proposed cemetery 
site in Kona, Tax Map Key: . 7-3-02: 9, and found it to be suitable 
for such use. Based on their findings we have no objections to 
your proposal. 

However , final approval of the proposed cemetery will 
b e given only upon our favorable review of your application 
i ncluding a complete set of plans,,with full description of the 
grounds, lots, buildings, roads, water supply and sewage disposal. 
A copy of your proposed rules and regulations governing the control 
of the place must also be filed with the application. The fore­
going requirements are contained in Section 103, Chapter 1 -
Sanitation, of the public heal th regulations. 11 

Department of Tr ansportation 

"We have no objections on the proposed action for the 
subject application but have the following comments: 
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1. Only one access off the Hawaii Belt Roa d, Project 
No. F-10(5) shall be permitted. 

2. Recommend access be directly opposite existing Kona 
Wonder View Subdivision a ccess, Loloa Drive. 

3. Submit construction plans for review and approval ." 

Department of Water Supply 

" In response to your request, we see no immediate 
objections to your intended crea tion of a cemetery on the subject 
p arcel. 

From your brief description, we note that the crypts 
will b e constructed and sealed watertight and we do appreciate 
your environmental concern in this matter ." 

Hawaii County Fire Department 

"Fire hydr ants are located on Hawaii Belt Roo.d. Nearest 
fire station is Kailua station. 

Othe r cooperati r\1 agenc ies h ad ro -objections or comments 
• on the subject reques te 

The following letters expressing s upport of this special 
peLmit request were received from the following persons: 

•
1. Lee H. Taylor - letter dated August 27, 1975 
2. A. Kealamakia - letter dated August 17, 1975 
3. John and Katherine Cox - lette r d a ted August 17, 1975 

In addition, the Planning Commission has received a letter 
dated Augu s t 22, 1975 from Jeffery,Choi which states that : 

11 We represent the owners of property located at Kalaoa 
2nd, North Kona, t ax ma p k ey 7-3-02-9 and a portion of 7-3-02-10. 

They rece ived notification of an appl ication for special 
permi t to a parcel des ignated a s being at I<al aoa, North Kona, also 
be aring t ax map key 7-3-02-9, i.e . , Mark On aka for Emma J ane Kapehe , 
et al. While we . do not either support or oppose the application 
for special permit, we do wish to inform the Commission that there 
i s presentl y outstanding in the Third Circuit Court of Hawaii an 
action to quiet title to the p arcel designated by tax map key 
7 -3-02-9 and 7-3-02-lOg 
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The dispute is primarily a boundary dispute between the 
parties and if the special permit is granted it could conceivably 
affect the property which the court may subsequently say is owned 
by my clients rather than the applicants for special permit. 11 

Upon further inquiry and examination of this matter , the 
Planning Commission staff reported that: 

•
I 

This letter refers to a quiet title action suit against 
Emma Jane Kapehe and according to Mr. Choi, involves approximately 
five (5) acres of the total 31 .1 acres involved. In checking on 
this matter with the Offi ce of the Corporation Counsel, they h ave 
informed the staff tha t should tre dispute not be settled by the 
time of the action meeting# and if a favorable recommendation is 
contempla ted , then the disputed area should be conditioned from 
development. In other words, it should be conditioned that 
development of the disputed area shall not be developed until 
such time as a favor able verdict is obtained by the applicant. 
However, if the courts act in favor of Mr. Choi's clients, then 
the 5-acre area in dispute shall be void.'' 

County Recommendation 

The Hawaii County Planning Commission held a duly adver­
tised public hearing on the subject request on August 28, 1975. 
On September 25, 1975 the Planning Commission voted to recommended 
approval of the special permit as it was found: 

l. "That the prc,posed use will make the highest and 
best use of the land involved for the welfare of the general 
pubLic. The proposed use will be implementing the County General 
Plan's Public Facilities - Health and sanitation element. Under 
this element, a course of action for the Kona District is that 
new cemetery sit..:.s to serve future needs shall be sought. The 
establishment of the proposed cemetery in conjunction with the 
cemetery for hich a Special Permit was recently granted and the 
proposed cemetery which the County Planning Commission recently 
recommended for approval will serve and meet the needs of the 
region for burial facilities long into the future. The establish­
ment of these three proposed cemeteries will assure.that the 
needs oft~ region are adequately served and that some r ange of 
choice is available to the present and future population of the 
area. 

Further. approval of the subject application would 
provide the Kona region with a complete range of services which 
are not now available. In addition to providing burial plots, the 
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applicant's proposed development includes a full service mortuary 
with modern embalming facilities and a mausoleum with double 
crypts. The mausoleum would also contain columbarium niches. The 
propos a l also includes cremation facilities, a chapel, wake service 
areas, a kitchen and euting areas, parking , display areas and 
pr:iv a te consultation rooms. At the present time there are no 
mortu ary or mausoleum facilities in Kena. Throughout the country, 
there h as been a shift in attitude towards mausoleum burials 
r ather than ground plots in that these utilize space more efficient­
ly. The proposed development would thus provide for such changes 
in methods of burial. 

2. "Tha t the proposed use will not be contrary to the 
objectives sought to be accomplished by the Land Use Law and Regu­
lations. The intent of the Land Use Law and Regulations is to 
preserve, protect and encourage the development of lands in the 
State for those uses to which they are best suited in the interest 
o f the public he alth and welfare of the people of the state of 
Hawaii. The area under consideration is classified as agricul­
tural by the State Land Use Commission . The Land Use Regulations 
state that lands surrounded by or contiguous to agricultural 
lands a.nd which are not suited to agricultural and ancillary 
activities by reason of topography, soils and other related cha­
racteristics may b e included in the agricultur al district. Accord-

• ing to the Soil Conservation Serv ice 's 197 3 so· i survAy of this 
island, the agricultural c apabil ity class for the area under con­
sideration is VII, which is the next to the lowest of the Service's 
c apabi l ity class rankings. Although certain agricultural activi­
ties can be conducted on the subjec t property, it is determined•
that the requested use for the land under c onsideration will no t 
be contr ary to the Land Use Law and .Regulations, given the .guide­
lines set forth for determining the agricultural distric t as well 
as the area's capability classification for agricultural productivi­
ty. Further, the proposed use of the subject area is determined 
not to have any adverse imp ac t on ~he overall agricultur al acti­
vity of the region and the island. It is als o acknowledged that 
the propose d use will still perpetuate a form o f open space. 

11 In addition, the County Zoning Code allows cemeteries 
within the agricultural zone as conditionally permitted uses, 
thereby r e cognizing the need for such facilities i n appropriate 
locations. 

3. "That approval of the proposed use will not place an 
unreasonable burden on public agencies to provide services a nd 
facilities. The applicant will not be using public sewers and drain­
age systems nor any v ar iety of other public services and facilities · 
which other types of l a nd uses de mand. In addition, the proposed 
use is not expec t ed to generate a large volume of traffic , and 
what t raffic is generated will be occasional . 
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"The favorable recommendation was also subject to the following 
condit ions : 

l. "That the applicant, Kapehe L a nd Investment, comply 
with all t he rules and regulations as outlined in Chapter 4, 
Ar ticle 1, relating to cemeteries, of the Hawaii County Code 
within one (1) year from the official date of approval . 

2. "That a landscaping plan be submitted to be approved 
by the Planning Director prior to the clearing of the land. 

3. "That al l grave markers shal l be. designed t o meet 
the standards o f the General Plan's Public Facilities - He-alth 
and Sanitation element which encourages that use of plaques 
installed flus hed with the ground. 

4. "That the re shall be adequate assurance , as deter­
mined by the Corporat ion Counsel, for maintenance by the developers 
and/or association of the memorial park by recorded covenant 
running with the land. 

5. 11 That development s h all proceed in three (3) incre­
ments and conform substantially with the representa tions made by 
the applicant . The first increment shall consist of ten (10) 
acres and sh~ll include the mortuary and the first phase of the 
ma us oleume Subsequent increments shall consist of 10 acres each. 
The area presently involved in the quiet title action suit shall 
not be developed unt il such time as the suit is settled. 

6. "That only one access off the Hawaii Belt Highway 
shal l be permitted. Said a ccess s h all be directly opposite the 
existing Kon.:3 Wonder View subdivision access which is LLlo:i Drive 
and shall b e approved by the District Engineer, str1te Highways 

. Divis i on . 

7 o "Tha t a hydr olog ic/drainage study shall b e submitted 
to and appr oved by the Plru1ning Director and the Chief Engineer , 
Pep a rtment of Public Works, prior to commencement af the site 
development. 

8. 11 That adequate on-site p-:rrking sha ll be provided. 
The applicant shall s ubmit a parking scheme which shall be approved 
by the Planning Director prior to development. 

9. "That a ll other app licable rules and regulations 
shall be c omplied with. 11 



---------------

• 
STA'rE OF HAWAII 

LAND USE COMMISSION 
P. O. BOX 2359 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96804 

october 15, 1975 

· Mr. Mark Onaka 
P. o. Box 631 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 

Dear Mr. Onaka: 

The Land Use Commission nex t meets on •October 28, 1975 
a t 10:00 a.m. , in the Conference Room, 9th Floor, DPED 

State Kamamalu Sullding, 250 south King street 

At th~1t time the Special Permit appl ication by Kapehe Land 
Investment (SP 75-222 ) to establish 
a memorial park 

in the Agr lcultural Dis trict at Kalaoa 2nd, N. Kona, Hawaii 
will be considered~ 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please 
feel free to contact us. 

Very truly yours, 

AH SUNG LEONG 
Acting Executive Officer 

Enclosures - Agenda 



PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

COUNTY OF 
HAWAII 

25 AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 96720 HERBERT T. MATAYOSHI 
Mayor 

RAYMOND H. SUEFUJI 
Director 

September 26 , 1975 ~~©~a~~[D) 
OCT 6 1975 

Mr. Tatsuo Fujimoto Stat of H:lw~iiExecutive Officer LAND USE COMt,\15510Land Use Commission 
P. o. Box 2359 
Honolulu, HI 96804 

Re: Special Permit Application - Kapehe Land Investment 

In accordance with Chapter 205, Section 205-6, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes, we are transmitting the decision and findings of the 
County Planning Commission on the above application. 

The special permit request was to allow the establishment of a 
Memorial Park, including a mortuary and a mausoleum on 31 . 1· acres 
of land situated within the State Land .Use Agricultural District. 
Property is located along the east side of the Hawaii Belt High­
way, across from the Kona Wonder View Lots and Kona Highlands 
Subdivision, Kalaoa 2nd, North Kona, Hawaii, Tax Map key 7-3-02:09. 

The Planning Commission at a duly advertised public hearing 
held on A.ugust 28 , 1975 in the Meeting Room of the Sgt. Rodney 
J. T. Yano Memorial Hall, Captain Cook, South Kona, Hawaii, 
discussed the subject request. The Commission on September 25, 
1975, voted to recommend the approval of the special permit 
to the Land Use Commission as it was found: 

1. That the proposed use will make the highest and best use of 
the land involved for the welfare of the general public. The 
proposed use will be implementing the County General Plan's 
Public Facilitie~ - Health and Sanitation element. Under 
this element, a course of action for the Kona District is 
that new cemetery sites to serve future needs shall be sought. 
The establishment of the proposed cemetery in conjunction 
with the cemetery for which a Special Permit was recently 
granted and the proposed cemetery which the County Planning 
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Commission recently recommended for approval will serve and 
meet the needs of the region for burial facilities long into 
the future. The establishment of these three proposed ceme­
teries will assure that the needs of the region are adequately 
served and that some range of choice is available to the 
present and future population of the area. 

Further, approval of the subject application would provide 
the Kona region with a complete range of services which are 
not now available. In addition to providing burial plots, 
the applicant's proposed development includes a full service 
mortuary with modern embalming facilities and a mausoleum 
with double crypts. The mausoleum would also contain colum­
barium niches. The proposal also includes cremation facili­
ties, a chapel, wake service areas, a kitchen and eating 
areas, parking, display areas and private consultation rooms. 
At the present time there are no mortuary or mausoleum facili­
ties in Kona. Throughout the country, there has been a shift 
in attitude towards mausoleum burials rather than ground 
plots in that these utilize space more efficiently. The pro­
posed development would thus provide for such changes in 
methods of burial. · 

2. That the proposed use will not be contrary to the objectives 
sought to be accomplished by the Land Use Law and Regulations. 
The intent of the Land Use Law and Regulations is to preserve, 
protect and encourage the development of lands in the State 
for those uses to which they are best suited in the interest 
of the public health and welfare of the people of the State 
of Hawaii. The area under consideration is classified as 
agricultural by the State Land Use Commission. The Land Use 
Regulations state that lands surrounded by or contiguous to 
agricultural lands and which are not suited to agricultural 
and ancillary activities by reason of topography, soils and 
other related characteristics may be included in the agri­
cultural district. According to the Soil Conservation 
Service's 1973 soil survey of this island, the agricultural 
capability class for the area under consideration is VII, 
which is the next to the lowest of the Service's capability 
class rankings. Although certain agricultural activities 
can be conducted on the subject property, it is determined 
that the requested use for the land under consideration will 
not be contrary to the Land Use Law and Regulations, given 
the guidelines set forth for deterJ!tining the agricultural 
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district as well as the area's capability classification 
for agricultural productivity. Further, the proposed use 
of the subject area is determined not to have any adverse 
impact on the overall agricultural activity of the region 
and the island. It is also acknowledged that the proposed 
use will still perpetuate a form of open space. 

In addition, the County Zoning Code allows cemeteries within 
the agricultural zone as conditionally permitted uses, thereby 
recognizing the need for such facilities in appropriate loca­
tions. 

3. That approval of the proposed use will not place an unreason­
able burden on public agencies to provide services and facili­
ties. The applicant will not be using public sewers and 
drainage systems nor any variety of other public services and 
facilities which other types of land uses demand. In addition, 
the proposed use is not expected to generate a large volume 
of traffic, and what traffic is generated will be occasional. 

The favorable recommendation was also subject to the following
conditions: · 

1. That the applicant, Kapehe Land Investment, comply with all 
the rules and regulations as outlined in Chapter 4, Article 1, 
relating to cemeteries, of the the Hawaii County Code within 
one (1) year from the official date of approval. 

2. That a landscaping plan be submitted to be approved by the 
Planning Director prior to the clearing of the land. 

3. That all grave markers shall be designed to meet the standards 
of the General Plan's Public Facilities - Health and Sanitation 
element which encourages that use of plaques installed flushed 
with the ground. · 

4. That there shall be adequate assurance, as determined by the 
Corporation Counsel, for maintenance by the developers and/or 
association of the memorial park by recorded covenant running
with the land. . 

5. That development shall proceed in three (3) increments and 
conform substantially with the representations made by the 
applicant. The first increment shall consist of ten (10) acres 
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and shall include the mortuary and the first phase of the mauso­
leum. Subsequent increments shall consist of 10 acres each. 
The area presently involved in the quiet title action suit shall 
not be developed until such time as the suit is settled. 

6. That only one access off the Hawaii Belt Highway shall be per­
mitted. Said access shall be directly opposite the existing 
Kona Wonder View subdivision access which is Loloa Drive and 
shall be approved by the District Engineer, State Highways 
Division. · · 

7. That a hydrologic/drainage study shall be submitted to and 
approved by the Planning Director and the Chief Engineer, 
Department of Public Works, prior to commencement of the site 
development. 

8. That adequate on-site parking shall be provided. The applicant 
shall submit a parking scheme which shall be approved by the 
Planning Director prior to development. 

9. That all other applicable rules and regulations shall be complied 
with. 

Should any of the foregoing conditions not be met, the Special Permit 
shall be deemed null and void. 

aL;:11:?--,~
Arthur W. Martin, Chairman 
Planning Commission 

lat 

Enclosures 

cc Mark Onaka 
Emma Kapehe 
Jeffrey Choi 
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PLAN"i.UNG COMMISSIOi-J 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

State of HawaiiMINUTES 
LAND USE COMMISSIONSeptember 25, 1975 

The Planning Commission met in regular session at 3: J6 p .m., in the. Meeting 
Room of the Sgt'.. Rodney J. T. Yano Memorial Hall, Captain Cook, South Kona, 
with Chairman Martin presiding. 

PRESENT: Arthur W. Martin ABSENT ~ Takashi Domingo 
Scott H. Asai Akira Fujimoto, Ex-officio Member 
Lorraine Jitchaku Edward Harada, Ex-officio Member 
Haruo Murakami 
Charles Sakamoto, Jr. 
Leon K. Sterling, Jr. 
Ed c~. Watt 

Raymond H. Suefuji 
Ilima A. Piianaia 
Willj,.am Moore 
Duane Kanuha 

Earl Nakasato, Deputy Corporation Counsel 
Richard Nishimura, Public Works 
Gary Kawasaka, Water Supply 
Quirino Antonio, Water Supply 

and about 10 .people in attendance at 3:30 p.m., 40 people at 
6:00 p.m. and 125 at 7:00 p.m. 

I NTRODUCTION OF Chairman introduced the two newly appointed 
APPOINTEES Commissioners to the public, namely Messrs. 

Haruo Murakami and Charles Sakamoto. 

AGENDA & MINUTES Agenda was accepted as printed and circulated. 

Minutes of August 28 and September 11, 1975 were approved as distributed. 

LAND USE COMMISSION Special Permit to allow the establishment of 
SPECIAL PERMIT a Memorial Park, including a mortuary and a 
KAPEHE LAND INVLSTMENT mausoleum,on 31.1 acres of land situated within 
KALAOA, NORTH KONA the State Land Use Agricultural District. 

Property is located along the east side of the 
Hawaii Belt Highway, across from the Kona Wonder View Lots and Kona Highlands 
subdivision, Kalaoa 2nd, North Kona, TMi~: 7·-3-02:09. 

Staff again presented the background information for the benefit of the ne w 
members and recommended that the request be given a favorable recommendatio n 
based o n the attached fi nd ings and c o nditio n~. 



Mr. Sterling move d to s e nd a favorable recomme ndation to the State Land Use 
Commission for the r e asons and conditions outlined by the staff; seconded by 
Mrs. Jitchaku; carried unanimously. 

PRELIMINARY HEARING Variance ' to allow a 450 foot front yard setback 
VARIANCE for the construction of another piggery in lieu 
JAY MANAGO of the minimum requirement of 1,000 feet as 
KAAWALOA, SOUTH KONA stipulated withiri the Agricultural zoned dis­

trict. The prggery will be constructed on the 
present site of Jay's Hog Farm and Slaughter Plant situated along the west 
side of the Mamalahoa Highway, approximately 400 feet Kailua side of the 
MamalahOa Highway-Napoopoo Road junction, Kaawaloa, South Kona, TMK: 8-1-09:6. 

Staff presented attached backgrow1d information with recommendation for 
scheduling of a public hearing. 

On the question of the overall usage of water, the applicant, Jay Manago, 
stated that the expansion to build another piggery will not require much 
more water than is now used bec_ause of the new flush toilet system for 
handling waste and because the slaughter house is used only once a week. 
In reference to the setback, he mentioned that his nearest neighbors have 
expressed no objection to his proposal. 

In regard to the : workman 1 s quarters, the applicant stated that he built it 
four or five months ago and he hopes to hire someone with a family. 

Mr. Sterling .moved to set this application up for a public hearing; seconded 
by Mr. Watt; carried unanimously. 

RECESS The Chairman called for a recess at 4:20 p.m. 
until the scheduled public hearings at 6:00 p.m. 

*************** 

RECONVENED FOR The meeting was reconvened at 6:00 p.m. to 
PUBLIC HEARINGS continue with the following public hearings. 

LAND USE COMMISSION A duly advertised public hearing was held for 
SPECIAL PERMIT a special permit to allow the establishment of 
NOBUE OKADA a vegetable processing plant on a 24.9-acre 
LALAMILO, SOUTH KOHALA parcel situated within the State Land Use Agri­

cultural District. The property is located 
approximately 1.1 miles west of Mamalahoa Highway and the Parker Ranch Race 
Track, Lalamilo Farm Lots, Lalamilo, South Kol1ala, TMK: 6-6-05:13. 

The staff presented the attached background information at the hearing. 
Public hearing closed. 

Action was deferred in accordance with the State Land Use Commission's regula­
tion regarding decisions on such petitions no earlier than 15 days after the 
public hearing. 

-2-



RECOMMENDATION: KAPEHE LAND INVESTMENT 

It is recommended that the Special Permit request to allow 

the establishment of a memorial park, including a mortuary and 

a mausoleum, ·within the State Land Use Agricultural District be 

given a favora1be recommendation, based on the following consi­

derations: 

1. That the proposed use will make the highest and best 

use of the land involved for the welfare of the gene-

ral public. The porposed use will be implementing 

the County General Plan's Public Facilities - Health 

and Sanitation element. Under this element, a course 

of action for the Kana District is that new cemetery 

sites to serve future needs shall be sought. The 

establishment of the proposed cemetery in conjunction 

with the cemetery for which a Special Permit was re­

cently granted and the proposed cemetery which the County 

Planning Commission recently recommended for approval 

will serve and meet the needs of the region for burial 

facilities long into the future. The establishment of 

these three proposed cemeteries will assure that the 

needs of the region are adequately served and that 
-

some rang_e of choice is available to the present and 

future population of the are~. 
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Further, approval of the subject application would 

provide the Kona region with a complete range of 

services which are not now available. In addition 

to providing burial plots, the applicant's proposed 

development includes a full service mortuary with 

modern embalming f a c ilities and a mausoleum with double 

crypts. The mausoleum would also contain columbarium 

niches. The proposal also includes cremation facilities, 
~ ()(01~ 

a chapel, wake; areas, a kitchen and eating areas, parking, 

display areas, ,e---~drorf,a,~O!'- and private consultation 

rooms. At the present time there are no mortuary or 

mausoleum facilities in Kona. Throughout the country, 

there has been a shift in attitude towards mausoleum 

burials rather than ground plots in that these utilize 

s pace .more efficiently. The proposed development would 

thus provide for such c.hanges in methods of burial. 

2. That the proposed use will not be contrary to the objec­

tives sought to be accomplished by the Land Use Law 

and Regulations. The intent_of the Land Use Law and 

Regulations is to preserve, protect and encour~ge the 

development of lands in the State for those uses to 

which they are best suited in the interest of the public 

health and welfare of the people of the State of Hawaii. 

The area under consideration is classi_fied as agricul-
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tural by the State Land Use Commission. The Land Use 

Regulations state that lands surrounded by or conti­

guous to agricultural lands and which are not suited 

to agricultural and ancillary activities by reason - of 

topography, soils and other related characteristics may 

be included in the agricultural district. According to 

the Soil Conservation Service's 1973 soil survey of this 

island, the agricultural capability class for the- area 

under consideration is VII, which is the next to the 

lowest of the Service's capability class rankings. 

Although certain agricultural activities can be conducted 

on the subject property, it is determined that the re­

quested use for the land under consideration will not be 

contrary to the Land Use Law and Regulations, given the 

guidelines set forth for determining the agricultural 

district as well as the area's capability classification 

for agricultural productivity. Further, the proposed 

use of the subject area is determined not to have any 

adverse impact on the overall agricultural activity of 

the region and the island. It is also acknowledged that 

the proposed use will still perpetuate a form of open 

space. 

In addition, the County Zoning Code allows cemeteries 
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within the agricultural zone as conditionally permitted 

uses, thereby recognizing the need for such facilities 

in appropriate locations. 

3. That approval of the proposed use will not place an 

unreasonable burden on public agencies to provide 

services and facilities. The applicant will not be 

using public sewers and drainage systems nor any vari­

ety of other public services and facilities which-other 

types of land uses demand: In addition, the proposed 

use is not expected to generate a large volume of 

traffic, and what traffic is generated will be occa­

sional. 

0-etJ"'e1.:d 
It is further recommended that the request be't,.subject to 

the following conditions: 

1. That the applicant, Kapehe Land Investment, comply with 

all the rules and regulations as outlined in Chapter 4, 

Article 1, relating to cemeteries, of the Ha~·1aii County 

Code within one (1) year from the official date of 

approval. 

2.. That a landscaping plan be submitted to be approved by 



,i# • ' • 
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the Planning Director prior to the clearing of the land. 

3. That all grave markers shall be designed to meet the 

standards of the General Plan's Public Facilities~ 

Health and Sanitation element which encourages the use 

of plaques installed flushed with the ground. 

4. That there shall be adequate assurance, as determined 

by the Corporation Counsel, for maintenance by the 

developers and/or associatiop of the memorial park by 

recorded covenant running with the land. 

5. That development shall proceed in three (3) increments 

and conform substantially with the representations 

made by the applicant·. The first increment shall consist 

of ten (10) acres and ~hall include the mortuary and 

the first phase of the mausoleum. Subsequent increments 

shall consist of 10 acres each. The area presently 

involved in the quiet title action suit shall not be 

developed until such time as _the suit is settled. 

6. That only one access off the Hawaii Belt Highway shall 

be permitted. Said access shall be directly opposite 

the existing Kona Wonder View subdivision access which 

is Loloa Drive and shall be approved b~ the District 

Engineer, State Highways Division. 
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7. That a hydrologic/drainage study shall be submitted to 

and approved by the Planning Director and the Chief 

Engineer, Department of Public Works, prior to com- · 

mencernent of the site development. 

8. That adequate on-site parking shall be provided. The 

applicant shall submit a parking scheme which shall 

be approved by the Planning Director prior to develop­

ment. 

9. That all other applicable ~ules and regulations shall 

be complied with. 

Should any of the foregoing conditions not be met, the 

Special ~ermit shall be deemed null and void. 



PLANNING COMMIS SION 
County of Hawaii 

State of Haw~ii 
LAND use· COMM1ss10NRECORD OF VOTING 

For the Mee ting of ~ dy,,f ;J.s. , 19 7J~ . 

Applicant, ~ c;,d..,,,£ ~~/~ji) 
Action: ( ap:roval, denied, deferred or other (circle) 

....__ 

-
AbstainedExcused

Members Ayes- Noes (Absent) from Voting 

ASAI, Scott H. ✓ 
. 

DOMINGO, Takashi ✓ 

JITCHAKU, Lorraine ✓ 

MARTIN, Arthur W. ✓ 

/ I 
MURAKAMI, Haruo 

SAKAMOTO, Charles / 
STERLING, Leon K., Jr. ✓ 
WATT, Ed C. ✓ 



SPECIAL PERMIT: KAPEH E LAND INVESTMENT 

The applicant, Kapehe Land Inve stment , has submitted an application 

requesting a special permit to allow the establi shment of a Memorial 

Park including a mortuary and mausoleum on 31.18 acres of land within 

the State Land Use Agricultural District. The area in question is 

located along the mauka side of Mamalahoa Highway directly across f rom 

Kona Wonder View Lots in Kal a o a 2nd , North Kona (TMK: 7-3-02:9). 

The General Plan Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide Map designates 

the area for Extensive Agricultural uses and as an Alterna te Urban 

expansion area. The Coun t y's zoning designation is Agriculture 20-

acres (A-20a ). The Zoning Code of the County allows cemeteries within 

the Agricultural zone. 

The "Public Facilities - Health and Sanitation" subelement of 

the General Plan document states as a course o f action f or the Kona 

district t h at "New cemetery sites to serve future needs shall be 

sought." The only public cemetery locr1.ted in Kona is in Keopu which 
t,,..,:~-uJ Ctv~la.l1~ 

is 2. 9 acres in size and has only ( lO) ~ plots. 
'- ,t 

There are presently two structures situated on the subject land, 

a single-family dwe lling and a carport. The land is not being used 

for any agricultural activity at this time. Surr ou~ding land us es 

include the Roman Catholic Church, the Latter Day Sa int's Church , 

cattle grazing lands, and some single-family residences. There are 

several smaller cemeterie s locate d within the North Kona distric t 
,., , ... .,. e Cit \v ...,
w .,, , 

with two proposed new c e meteries. The first ; as the Commissioners 
t\i"' o,..,t QJ, ·-~ ' 

will recall, was the special permit ~bmitted by Sim Wenner for the 

establ ishment o f a cemetery. This proposed cemetery will be located 

approximately 4.7 miles Ke alakekua side of the subj ect area and would 

https://Ctv~la.l1


Specia l Permit 
Kapehe Land Investment 
Page 2 

provide 3,000 plots o n appro ximately t en (10) acres of land. This 

special permit was brought before the Planning Commiss ion on July 17, 

1974 and was recommended for approval. It was subsequently approved 

by the State Land Use Commission on August 10, 1974. On June 18, 1975, 

the Hawaii County Council adopted a r e solution (Resolution No. 429) 

allowing the establishment o f the cemetery within the County . 

The second proposed cemetery, which was 3ubmitted by Hualalai 

Memori a l Park , Inc., will be located 5. 9 miles Kealakekua s .ide of t he 

subject parce l. A public hearing on this special permit application 

was held by the Planning Commission on July , 31, 19 75 in Kona. 

In support of the request the applicant has stated the following: 

(See attached sheets ) 

The proposed site has soils which are of the Puna luu e xtremely 

rocky p e a t serie s with a slope of 6 to 20 percent. Rock outcrops 

occupy 40 to 50 percent of the surfa ce. In a repres e ntative profile 

the surface laye r is about four (4) inches thick and is underlaid 

with Pahoehoe lava bedrock. This soil is rapidly permeable, runoff 

is slow, and the erosion hazard is slight. This soil is generally 

used for pasture and has a capability class of VII. Class VII soiJ.s 

have very s evere limitations that make them unsuite d to cultivation 

and that restr ict their use largely t~ pasture or range, woodland, 

or wildlife. Rainfall in the area is about 40 to 50 inches annually. 

The Department of . Transportation, Highways Division, had no 

obj ections to the reques t, but recommended t he following: 

"]. Only one access of f the Hawaii Belt Highway shall be permitted. 

2. Access be di r ectly opposite existing Kona Wonder View Subdivision 

access, Loloa Drive." 



The folmowing letter was received from the Dept. of Health: 

"In response to your l etter o f june 10, 1975 staff members 

fro m our Hawaii office inspec ted the proposed cemetery site 

in Kona, Ta x Map Key: 7-3- 02:9, and found it to b e suitable for 

such use. Based on the ir findings we have no obj ections to your 

proposal. 

"However, final approval of the propos ed cemetery will be 

given only upon our favorable review of your application includ­

ing a complete set of plans, with full description of the gr ounds, 

lots, buildings , roads, water supply and sewage disposal. A 

copy of your proposed rules and regulations governing the contr ol 

of the place must also be filed with the application. The fore­

going requirements are contained in Section 103, Chapter 1 -

Sanita tion, of the public health regulations. 

"I hope this will b e of assistance in your undertaking." 

This letter was signed by George Yuen, Director of Health. 

There are no historical features or identifiable landforms 

attributed to the property. 
• l1c-,c..t•c\·:.C 't'v- -f tl• 0 

w\w '"' ~ 

All other cooperating agencies h a d 
1 

no comment s on or objections 

to the special permit. 

The following l etter addressed to thePlanning Commission from 

John and Katherine Cox was received: 

"Dear Sirs: -- As residents of Kailua-Kona and friends of Mr. & 

Mrs. John Finefrock, we wish to express our utmos t confidence in them 

and thei r a bility to perform in the mo s t honest a nd straightforward manner. 

"Mr. Fine frock's many years experience in this field guarantees 

a successful operation of this project a nd a very satisfactory relat ion 

with the County o f Ilawai i." 



.

SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION: KAPEJ-!E LAND INVESTMENTS 

Also submitted were the following J etters : 
. 

(Read 1 r Lee Tay lor ' s J.etter to Planning Commission 2 r A. 

Kealamakia letter to J . Finefro~k) 

The following letter was received f rom Jeffrey Choi from the 

law firm of Cook, Choi & Yuda: 

(READ CHOl ' S LETTER) 

This letter refers to a quiet titl e action suit against Emma 
/;,c,

Jane Kapehe and according~Mr. Choi, involves approximately five (5) 

acres of the total 31 . 1 acres involved. In checking on this matter 

with the Office of the Corporation Counsel , they have informed the 

staff that should the dispute not be settled by the time of the 

action meeting, and if a favorable recommendation is contemplated, 

then the disputed area should be conditioned from development . In 

other words, it should be conditioned that development of the disputed 

area shall not be developed until such time as a favorable verdict 

is obtain ed by the applicant . However, if the courts act in favor 

of Mr . Choi's clients , then the 5-acre area in dispute shall be void . 



:

' 

Hefc~r:.::-nce Onlinance No. 63, as am0n~,)d, of the C,)unt.y ()f l!,-:n.•;;d.i, .'."-,ta.t:0 
of lf ,'"1'·•,r.:.,U, l,stabi i:-~hing proc,2du::.-E-;.s for the division of tl:e Co 1mty in LO" 
use districts. 

~ ~ 0-.:.pe!,l.C~l ~::fYJC iu 1 p0 :-..-mit u.,.;e 9onfonns to S[)Cti o n 13 ( F) ( 20 ) L1°.:;c 
,--;.nd hu i ld1n9s no r r.u lly con ~:; ir.:.1 c red o.c c e .ssory to the d bove p c~ ~-mit tcd u ~;.:>s 
!""~iJ.bj.::ict. to 0rrnova l of the Dir1~ct,.; :t . 

k'; The desired u s e will b c. a l ong-t0rm d eve lopment :'lnd d cfiniteJy h.t 
.in v1iU'. the e~o1 oqy pl.::ins for Ilawa .i.i. 'The design w.i.) l h ""' dcv c- lc)p ccl 
artis t j ca] ly .:::ind the perpetual mc.1intencu:ce of the.! g 1-ounds should enhanc,.: 
the v aJuc o[ s ur rounding property. 

~ 'I'h0 d e::;; ir e d us e will require wa.ter , te:cphone and e.lectr:i.city fn.:,;n_ 
av2ililblc public utility facilities. The burden should b e n o gr0,1t0r 
if as milch ~ s a similar &griculturnl planne d a rea wi t!1 residc n c~s . 
lntcrn.Jl road s and streets will b .:~ built and maintain;.; d, by t h,-:> d ,:.:v·,·1 cu -,' ,- . 
Access r o 2 ds ma y need to be p3ved a nd widened . Police protection 1 r1 

r:-,ost cast~s would be limited co funeral escorts. 

~ T,t present We st Il uwaii has a nun~ber of smal1 cernetcri,)s tha l ur:·c! 
not very well rric1intainc:d , <'"::. nd only v ery limited ::-,;pac e! J.cft for b ur i u } 
plof·s . ThE:: normal growth of popula t.ion in this arc ,1 may b e c· xp.x:t:cd ~>:._; 
cr0atc a strong drm~nd for County action to provide additional cemetery 
sp~ce . .This proposal would relieve the County of this problc1n tu a 
Jdr~le <:·: .. tent. 

~ 'Th e lo.n:..1 u pon which the proposc·d u se is sough:.. rn:1y be co ns >iorc: ,1 
a~~ a n ecc.'.ssary complement to the other uses permitted within tnc oistr-ic"'. 
The propo sed use may be considered just as cs sent12J. to the pub lic ~s 
parks, recreatjon areas , a irf i e ld s , private cl ub s ~ golf courses , a11d 
other amenities. 

-'-H 'l'hc propor,ed u se.~ wil l in general conform to the character of the 
l and .-:u,d !:.;hould not pose any problems o :E drai n agt! or other ecol oqic:\J 
factors . At present the lc:ind is not being used f or any agricultural 
acl:ivi. ty. 

~ l\ ::1emodal park ·,.:ill £ :ill an u rgent need in West Bawa.ii. Whc·n 
cornple tc~d i. t ">1-'i 11 affo rd r:J s1 ny po s .it.i ons for loca 1 residents , i nc lLhl ing 
worJ ;.cr::; on the qr·ounds, flO\,\'er SflQP and offices . This cemc:d.:ur-y '.v.Lll lk 
avai 1ab1e to ,1ll the p eopl e of ILnva.i i_ regardless of rc.li •} ious b c.: l i.cfs 
or. et.h.n ic r~1ro,_:p . r\ full·-scrvicc mortuary and rnau~;c-.-:, .l eum will be inc 1udr:d 
on the gro~1nc.1s with variou s facilities to accornmodo.tn .tl1e d esir•.!:":>, ne ed~; 
and want s of all the r e ligious and eth11ic customs o f the Isl.ands. 

https://accornmodo.tn
https://gro~1nc.1s
https://worJ;.cr
https://lntcrn.Jl


KAMEHAMEHA MEMORIAL GAF<-DENS 

It i s the intention of the petitioners to the CounLy of Hawc1ii Council, 

a n ~ th,~ Planning Commi ss ion LIS well as the State of Hawa i j Ccm,•U-_;> ry 

Board co develop a pcrpctuc:11 care cemetery , a full s0rvice mortur1r/, 

, 1, J-a c10:1u .e crypt ma uso l eum , and other 2J.ncillL1ry faci l i ties in the Ec,nc1 

an~L1 of the Co unty of Hawuii . 

'Tho faci lity is being dcvclor~•cd wjth particu),J. r emphas i s on the 

rau lt1plc religious and cthnj_c cons tituJncy of the a rea. With this in 

mir:d the pro j oct wi 1 l be n.::i.med for the founder o f . the Kingdom of fl ,,v:J i i. , 

K i ng J~ arnchameha I - Kame hameha Me morial Gardens. A section o f th, · 

cemctc·r-y \v.ill b e set aside as t ho Hawaiio.n Gardens , whi ch will f L~•J.tur2 

a ccnotapl1 honoring King Kameha me ha I and will relaLe to the Hawaiiun 

culture and background . 

Memorial Gardens wil l also d e velop ·special areus for all th0 varied 

religious fuiths. There will be gardens set asid e for any who wis !; 

this type of area, f or examp le Roman Catholic , Buddist , e t c . In th e.' 

surrounding a~eas there will be lots available for famili es , 1 n 

vari.ous dimensions, so a family can have the ir own section with a 

bronze memorial , 

Since there a r e those in the area who will not be able to purchase 

grave space as mentioned above , c ompanion lots or single lots will be 

provided . 

- Also two acres of l a nd will be set a s ide for those v,ho must turn t o 

the State of Hawai i or County of Hawaii for their burial space and 

fu nera l expens e s. Th i s area will have th0 same general appea rance as 

- the oth0 r an_as and will n e vE.'r be r efe rred to a s the i ndigent ccm~t,-r :i' 

or the potter 's field , but will b 0. maintai ned .::is to r eflect t.L c~ pri.ck 

ond clcme,·rnor of the who l e commun i. ty . 



Kl-_ .HAM.EHl\ MEMORIAL GARDENS l e -2-

F'rom time to lime there arc bones of decea sed Hawaiians a nd others 

uncovered in construction projects. - We will provide a special private 

area for these , withoul undo expense or, if necessary , these will b e 

hand led qu ietly on our own. 

l\lso it i.s possible many l oca l fQmllies will want to move tl1c remains of 

dccc.:i::,c,d far.iily me mbers now in the present cemcb·ri'::'s , a.nd p lace the m 

in t he new park , and this will be easily facilitated through a progra~ 

of d1sinte rrmont and reburial. 

The mortJary will b e erected on the p roperty with modern embalming 

fcl c ilic18s , a chape l, wake areas, a kitchen and eating areas , a large 

par ki.w:J ~1 r ea . Also d isplay areas , a floral shop and private con s ultati on 

rooms will b e provide d. 

A mauso leum with double crypts will be erected and will contain co l a hari~u1 

nic l10 ~. Cremation facilities will be available as well as all type s of 

e qu ip!,L.:n t a.nd suppli e s for shipment of r e mains to th e 1na. inl and or cJ ny 

other disignat ion or for receiving the shipments t o this arc~. 



'rHE PROJEC'r 

The site · c: u~ctcd for the project ·-s 31 .::.c~ ~f. g~n~ly :,}Pt?-1 and 

ma uku f the Marnalahoz. Highwa, in the Kal a.c,1 d :L~-v6":f No.! i:-.n Kona, 

knoP1 as t~apehe Proper y. The project will start with the 

cl,.: voloprnent of ten acres into the various areas, wj th roads, th~) 

mort.1-nry, and the mauso leum. In _the cemetery area , rnoJcrn nwthocls 

'\4it.h cmph:.,si.s on the: care and rnc::iinlenanct: of a b-..~aut- iful p ark wi 1 1 Le 

~tj] izwd. The ~rcas of the gardens , in the process of clearing and 

l eve l i ng the land will be excavated to the area of oight feet, ~nd 

douhl,:., .l ,:n.,rn crypts will be insta]led . 

1.L-\ Th•:__: ::-_.c:; w i 11 b,..: built from 

6~ Zcect wi.dc' and seven feet 

e s0t with the op ~bo u t 

level, then the area 

When ial i , req;_;irecJ. will be re:ne>vcd, 

the l scrap . · H3 to . :it 

clo. qu ·.c k , easy and cc:r-

ta.inly rep1"ci as 
is t.h,: rna.i.nt.ain the oft? rark. 

Bro~:,: .::: wiJ,,I <J. l l be 

sirn j1ar ii} appearanct: 

facilit.al mowing and 

https://facilit.al


Tn 01 dc.r to fully u1: cJc r ~--;t.ond the n1.!L: d for !:.his type of p rojc,c!· , i. t 1s 

n c,_'c :..:so. ry to con•v n .:·bcnd the n ccJs , w,:rnts .:1nd dc~,i.rcs of the multi-ethni.c 

p cvp 11.: s of t1l l' Wc:-;;t J!aw.:1 ii ,'!.rca . 

'I'l,C'rc c:irc no pubfic p,::rpct u ::11 c.:ire c emeteries or ful l <·~ rv i ce mortu,uy 

f3c i }ity within a reasonable distance. Except for the vast uninhabit~d 

ar c ~s of Al aska and some desert regions of t he South West, this ar~d of 

the- County of Hawa ii is the o nl y ,:--.r(:a of the Uni teJ. Stutes \v :~thc,ui:. 

ad~quate fJ cl l i t.i cs in the memor iill field. According to Utility 

Co:n.,rni ss ion statistics, there are 18,000 people in the I<.ona a r c:l and 

10,000 people in the regions of Honokaa and the Kohalas . 

ind icate a death rate in the area of 250 per year. 

~he rock c e1nctcr ies in Kona ara a resul t of the necessity for .blasting . 

These ceme t eries refl ;~c t a lock of care - but not a l ,lck of love as 

evidcnc~d by flo~ers on new and old graves . 



.,. .. . 
CooK, CHOI & YuoAVALTA A. COOK PON AHAWAI PROFESS IONAL CENTER 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 276 PONAHAWAI ST., SUITE 201 

HILO, HAWAII 96720 
JEFFREY CHOI 

GEORG ES. YUDA 

961·6611 (808)
S. V. (BUD) QUITIQUlT August 22, 1975 

Planning Commission 
County of Hawaii 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Gentlemen: 

We represent the owners of property located at Kalaoa 
2nd, North Kona, tax map key 7-3-02-9 and a portion of 
7-3-02 -10 . 

They received notification of an application for 
special permit to a parcel designated as being -at Kalaoa, 
North Kona, also bearing tax map key 7 -3-02-9, i.e., 
Mark Onaka for Emma Jane Kapehe, et al. While we do 
not either support or oppose the application for special 
permit, we do wish to inform the Commission that there 
is presently outstanding in the Third Circuit Court of 
Hawaii an action to quiet title to the parcel designated 
by tax map key 7-3-02-9 and 7-3-02-10. 

The dispute is primarily a boundary dispute between 
the parties and if the special permit is granted it could 
conceivably affect the property which the court may 
subsequently say is owned by my clients rather than the 
applicants for special permit. 

Very truly yours, 

JC: smg 



RECOMMENDATION: KAPEHE LAND INVES TMENT 

It is recommended that the Special Permit request to allow 

the establishment of a memorial park, including a mortuary and 

a mausoleum, within the State Land Use Agricultural District be 

given a favora1b~ recommendation, based on the following consi­

derations: 

1. That the proposed use will make the highest and best 

use of the land involved for the welfare of the gene-

ral public. The porposed use will_ be implementing 

the County General Plan's ·Public Facilities - Health 

and Sanitation element. Under this element, a course 

of action for the Kona District is that new cemetery 

sites to serve future needs shall be sought. The 

establishment of the proposed cemetery in conjunction 

with the cemetery for which a Special Permit was re­

cently_granted and the proposed cemetery which the County 

Planning Commission recently recommended for approval 

will serve and meet the needs of the region for burial 

facilities long into the future. The establishment of 

these three proposed cemeteries will assure that the 

needs of the region are adequately served and that 

some range of choice is available to the present and 

future population of the area. 
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Further, approval of the subject application would 

provide the Kona region with a complete range of 

services which are not now available. In addition 

to providing burial plots, the applicant's proposed 

development includes a full service mortuary with 

modern embalming facilities and a mausoleum with double 

crypts. The mausoleum would alr,o contain columbarium 

niches. The proposal also includes cremation facilities, 
.t,[)( 1)1 (t, 

a chapel, wake~areas, a kitchen and eating areas, parking, 

display areas, ~sh-op and private consultation 

rooms. At the present time there are no mortuary or 

mausoleum facilities in Kona. Throughout the country, 

there has been a shift in attitude towards mausoleum 

burials rather than g=ound plots in that these utilize 

space more efficiently. ·rhe proposed development would 

thus provide for such changes in methods of burial. 

2. That the proposed use will not be contrary to the objec­

tives sought to be accomplished by the Land Use Law 

and Regulations. The intent of the Land Use Law and 

Regulations is to preserye, protect and encour~ge the 

development of lands in the State for those uses to 

which they are best suited in the ~nterest of the public 

health and welfare of the people of the State of Hawaii. 

The area under consideration is classified as agricul-
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tural by the State Land Use Commission. The Land Use 

Regulations state that lands surrounded by or conti­

guous to agricultural lands and which are not suited 

to agricultural and ancillary activities by reason of 

topography, soils and other related characteristics may 

be included in the agric~ltural district. According to 

the Soil Conservation Service's 1973 soil survey of this 

island, the agricultural capability class for the- area 

under consideration is VII, which is the next to the 

lowest of the Service's capability class rankings. 

Although certain agricultural activities can be conducted 

on the subject property, it is determined that the re- -

quested use for the land under consideration will not be 

contrary to the Land Use Law and Regulations, given _the 

. guidelines set forth for determining the agricultural 

district as well as the area's capability classification 

for agricultural productivity. Further, the proposed 

use of the subject area is determined not to have any 

adverse impact on the overall agricultural activity of 

the region and the island. It is also ackn0wledged that 

the proposed use will still perpetuate a form of open 

space. 

In addition, the County Zoning Code allows cemeteries 
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within the agricultural zone as conditionally permitted 

uses, thereby recognizing the need for such facilities 

in appropriate locations. 

3 . . That approval of the proposed use will not place an 

unreaso.1able burden on public agencies · to provide 

services and facilities. The applicant will not be 

using public sewers and drainage systems nor any vari­

ety of other public services . and facilities which other 

types of land uses demand. In addition, the proposed 

use is not expected to generate a large volume of 

traffic, and what traffic is generated will be occa­

sional. 

0-\~,n·d 
It is further recommended that the request be- subject to 

. 11\ 
the following conditions: 

1. That the applicant, Kapehe Land Investment, comply with 

all ·the rules and regulations as outlined in Chapter 4, 

Article 1, relating to cemeteries, of the Hawaii County 

Code within one (1) year from the official date of 

approval. 

2. That a landscaping plan be submitted to be approved by 
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the Planning Director · prior to the clearing of the land. 

3. That all grave markers shall be designed to meet the 

standards of the General Plan's Public Facilities-· 

Health and Sanitation element which encourages the use 

of plaques installed flushed with the ground. 

4. That there shall be adequate assurance, as determined 

by the Corporation Counsel, for maintenance by the 

developers and/or association of the memorial park by 

recorded covenant running with the land~ 

5. That development shall proceed in three (3) increments 

and conform substantially with the representations 

made by the applicant. The first increment shall consist 

of ten (10) acres and shall include the mortuary and 

the first phase of the mausoleum. Subsequent increments 

shall consist of 10 acres each. The area presently 

involved in the quiet title action suit shall not be 

developed until such time as the suit is settled. 

6. That only one access off . the Hawaii Belt Highway shall 

be permitted. Said access shall be directly opposite 

the existing Kona Wonder View subdivision access which 

is Loloa Drive and shall be approved by the District 

Engineer, State Highways Division. 
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7. That a hydrologic/drainage study shall be submitted to 

and approved by the Planning Director and the Chief 

Engineer, Department of Public Works~ prior to com~ · 

mencement of the site development. 

8. That adequate on-site parking shall be provided. The 

applicant shall submit a parking scheme which shall 

be approved by the Planning Director prior to develop­

ment. 

9. That all other applicable rules and regulations shall 

be complied with. 

Stould any of the foregoing conditions not be met, the 

Special Permit shall be deemed null and void. 



PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of .. Hawaii 

HEARING TRANSCRIPT 
August 28, 1975 

A regularly advertised public hearing on the application of Kapehe Land 
Investment was called to order at 7:00 p.m., at the Sergeant Yano Memorial 
Hall, Captain Cook, South Kona, by Chairman Martin. 

PRESENT: Arthur W. Martin 
Scott H. Asai 
Takashi Domingo 
Lorraine Jitchaku 
Leon K. Sterling, 
Ed C. Watt 

Jr. 

ABSENT: Akira Fujimoto, 
Edward Harada, 

Ex-officio Member 
Ex-officio Membe r 

Norman Hayashi 
Ilima Piianaia 

David Murakami, Public Works 

and about 20 people in attendance 

CHAIRMAN: Tonight we have just one public hearing which is an application 
of the Kapehe Land Investment for a special permit to allow the establish­
ment of a memorial park, including a mortuary and a mausoleum on 31.1 acres 
of land situated within the State Land Use Agricultural District. Property 
is located along the east side of the Hawaii Belt Highway, across from the 
Kona Wonder View Lots and Kona Highlands Subdivisions, Kalaoa 2nd, North 
Kona, TMK: 7-3-02:09. Staff? 

PIIANAIA: (gave background information ·and recommended favorable considera­
tion with certain conditions for approval) 

CHAIRMAN: Any questions you would like to ask the staff. Commissioner Watt. 
Would you speak into the mike in the absence of our secretary? 

WATT: Would you point out on the map the five acres that is in question? 

HAYASHI: As far as the five acres is concerned, we cannot determine at this 
time where it is. This letter was just received yesterday from Mr. Choi, 
and according to this, he himself doesn't know where it is. 

CHAIRMAN: Any further questions? Commissioner Sterling. 

STERLING: •.• first period or what ••• but in deference to Arthur Martin, 
I didn't want to ••• but it's the first time I heard a Protestant refer to 
et cetera •..• Roman Catholic • • • (inaudible) 

CHAIRMAN: Any further questions? (pause) Is the applicant present or a 
representativ~ of the a~plicant? Maybe here, would you enlighten us a little 
bit on this disputed five acres? Would you use the microphone. Please 
give us your name first. 

FINEFROCK: The five acres on this boundary here, right around this boundary, 
th~y are not in the present plans~ in the first development of our present 
plans becaus e we were aware of this, and as a matter of fact this area 
over here is ••• (inaudible) ' 



.... . .. 

CHAIRMAN: Is it included in the left area which is outlined in red? 

FINEFROCK: I don't know. 

CHAIRMAN: Is this, I think it must be i _f you used the ••• (inaudible) 

PIIANAIA: This is under a court actipn. This red outlines parcel 9, 
according to the tax map keys. 

CHAIRMAN: So the dispute is the line between the two parcels. 

FINEFROCK: It goes from the highway to upper part. 

CHAIRMAN: So the map ..• the five acres is not included in there at all. 
Thank you. 

FINEFROCK: It's not a very wide area because of the fact the five acres 
stretches throughout _the length of the property. 

CHAIRMAN: Does that answer your question, Mr. Watt? 

WATT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Would you like to give us any further comments on this? _ 

FINEFROCK: I think she put it very well. She's given you everything we've 
got. 

CHAIRMAN: Any further questions? Commissioner Sterling. 

STERLING: Mr. Finefrock. The staff read quite a few letter into the record 
as recommending you very highly and endorsing your position with this project. 
Are you actually participating in the area project or are you .acting as a 
consultant? · 

FINEFROCK: I am very active in the project. 

STERLING: I think this is a good situation because just acting as a consul­
tant might have an effect on some of those matters. 

FINEFROCK: There's one problem which I'd like to state , to be fair. I 
cannot be licensed as a mortician in the State of Hawaii because ••. 
There are two licensed men involved in this who are experienced ••• There 
are two mortuaries in Ohio which are ••• (inaudible) ••• 

STERLING: I recall in on3 of the statements you made that you did run the 
Army mortuary here in Hawaii, in Honolulu. 

FINEFROCK: Yes, sir. 

STERLING: Thank you. 

JITCHAKU: I would like to ask a question of staff. Was there any special 
or any amount of parking stalls that were required? It seems like, accord­
ing to that map, there's not that many. What was the minimum? 

PIIANAIA: There are no specified parking requirement at this time. This 
matter will be determined at the time of plan approval. 

JITCHAKU: Thank you. 

- 2 -



CHAIRMAN: Is there anyone present who'd like . to give any testimony on this 
applica.tion, either in favor or opposed? Just come up to the microphone, 
give us your nw~e and present any statement you want to give. Anyone present. 

JITCHAKU: I'd ~ike to ask a question. 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Jitchaku. 

JITCHAKU: I'm not even going to try to pronounce his name. Sir, I'm just 
curious. Is there a mortuary here in Kona? 

FINEFROCK: There is no full-service mortuary here in Kona. There's only 
a mortuary house. 

JITCHAKU: Oh, I see, and it's probably one out of the Hilo office. 

FINEFROCK: Yes, and that means they have to drive 102 miles to come over 
here to service Kona. 

JITCHAKU: I see. 

CHAIRMAN: Now, the Chair will entertain anyone who would like to give any 
testimony on this application? Please come forward. Commissioner Asai. 

ASAI: I have a question I want to ask the applicant. Sir, what ~ould be 
the size of your cemetery plot? 

FINEFROCK: You mean individual plots? 

ASAI: Yes. 

FINEFROCK: It's seven by three. Seven feet by three feet. 

ASAI: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Any further questions of the applicant? Did you wish to give 
any testimony? Will you come up to the microphone? 

MOORE: My name is Sam Moore, S. A. Moore. I live in Kailua Kona. I'm 
merely ... here, testifying here in support of the applicant. It's about 
time Kona got modernized. Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Mr. Moore. Anyone else would like to come 
up? We don't want anyone to feel bashful. I'm just curious as to your 
mausoleum. How large a building or how many, well, -- what does it take? 
Is it a place for ashes? 

FINEFROCK: It's a place where you place caskets ••• crypt ••• On the outside, 
it's small ••. You use either end of the building to put the caskets into the 
mausoleum. The sides are blank vaults; so what they do is •.• them this far 
and make ••. niches at the sides. That's called a columbarium and those •.. 
(inaudible in spots) Right along here, for those of you who know what I am 
talking abou·t, would be a "haka" line. That is a monument about this high. 
Usually, .•• black marble ••• who are previous ••• who are ashes, and then 
they have ceremonials on the anniversary of the deceased. 

JITCHAI<U: And they 're further up from your mausoleum? 

FINEFROCK: Yes and they will be here because they are very heavily attended 
affairs, at least it ~as in Honolulu. So you put them where they can park 
and then go down into the vault to the area. 

- 3 -
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JITCHAKU: Now you could (inaudible) the mausoleum. How many do you plan 
to have there? 

FINEFROCK: We will have one building, but this shows, as 
these buildings can be built one more after another as we 
will be around forty in the first building. 

it shows here, 
need them. There 

JITCHAKU: Do you stack them up like this or 

FINEFROCK: Yes, they go into the building sideways. You see these little, 
they go in in there like that, and then this building is built and this 
building is built and no building is built and no building is built. That's 
the way they do it. They don't build the whole thing at once. 

JITCHAKU: You find a lot of people do their burials like this? 

FINEFROCK: Oh yes, especially in Hawaii. 

JITCHAKU: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: You were pointing out just now, there are two buildings, · and 
may be some more in the back. 

FINEFROCK: These, yes. These were (inaudible) primarily built. 

CHAIRMAN: How close ••• (inaudible) ••• 

FINEFROCK: Those should be settled by the time we're ready for construction. 

CHAilli'1AN: Would there be side setback on these? 

FINEFROCK: If this is off this road then this will set, this whole thing 
will set over and there would be plenty of room. 

JITCHAKU: According to the traffic pattern that staff made recommendation 
on, you should have one egress and ingress? 

FINEFROCK: Yes, 

JITCHAKU: But you have two there. 

FINEFROCK: We will revise the plan to have one access to meet recommendation. 

JITCHAKU: Okay, and according to that recommendation also, it would be 
aligned with the road in the Wonder View Subdivision, so you would have to 
do something about it. 

FINEFROCK: Yes, it would have to be adjusted. 

PIIANAIA: How many plots will be in the first increment? 

FINEFROCK: It would be 200 in the gardens, 15 each garden. Then, we would 
develop only those family gardens which would be along the sides of these 
other gardens. And then we would develop several acres in this open area. 
If the land isn't developed, it will be cleared and it will be sown in ground 
cover of some kind until it's started to be used as a cemetery. 

PIIANAIA: Then it will be 200 plots in the first increment? 

FINEFROCK: Yes. 

- 4 -



CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Sterling? 

STERLING: I know about the Buddhist monuments, but I still want to know 
the reason for putting the et ceteras, the Protestants. 

FINEFROCK: There are several garden~ and one is a Protestant garden. 

CHAIRMAN: Any further questions? We're having trouble with the electronic 
equipment. And ••• (inaudible) ••• to take part in this public hearing but 
the questions keep coming back to the applicant, but I will again throw it 
open to anyone who would like to give any testimony on this application. 
Yes sir. 

COULTER: Mr. Chairman, my name is Bruce Coulter. I have known Mr. and Mrs. 
Finefrock ever since they arrived in Kona. And we've been associated, not 
in business but social affairs, and I would recommend, if my recommendations 
mean anything, a favorable action by the Commissioners. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Your feelings are just as important as anyone else's. Anyone 
else? 

JITCHAKU: I have another question. You don't have to get up, Mr. Finefrock. 
I would take it that the blue area on the map there would be a pond or some­
thing? 

FINEFROCK: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: In case that did not get on the· tape, I will try to interpret it 
that the blue coloring on the drawing was just for the artist to make it 
look prettier. I think I see another -- will you please come up? 

STALLINGS: My name is David Stallings. I 'ma licensed mortician also. 
I did work for John back in Ohio several years ago. He's very straight ar.d 
honest individual and I do think that anything he starts, he will finish. 
And that's all I have to say, except he's very, very honest. 

CHAIRMAN: Anyone else would like to come up? 

WATT: I move to close the public hearing. 

JITCHAKU: Second. 

Public hearing duly declared closed at 8:10 p.m. 

AT TE s ·T: 

/LJ fJ/#~ . 
~ Mar~;,- Chairman 
Planning Commission 

rfd 
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LEE H . TAYLOR 
Drawer ·• L' 

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 

(808) 329-2259 August 27, 1975 

Planning Commission 
County of Hawaii 
Hilo, Hawaii 

Gentlemen: 

I am very much interested in the application made for 
Kamehameha Memorial Gardens, as proposea by Mr. John 
Finefrock. 

It is my understanding that other parties are pursuing 
requests for cemetaries only, whereas Kamehameha Memorial 
Gardens propose completeTacilities that include a 
mortuary, a mausoleum and a cemetary. 

I've also been told that other applicants offer land areas 
of 15 and 10 acres respectively, ~hereas Mr. Finefrock 
is proposing a development of 31 acres. 

I am personally aware of the fact that John Finefrock has spent 
nearly forty years as a mortician. This factor by itself 
should give cred~nce to his application. 

All factors considered, I will hope that the Commission 
will draw conclusions that favor the more co~plete develop­
ment, as well as a developer who can proceed with full 
knowledge and ability in the undertaking field. 

_Yours truly, 



J' . O. Box 238 

Hor.~.u nau , Ha .-:ai i 

:,: r . J • I: . Fine frock 

P . O. :rJox 569 

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 

Dear Mr. Finefrock: 

I wish to commend y our e f fort 

and interest in serving the people of Kona. 

As a long time kamaaina resi­

dent of Kona, I am in f a vor of the cemetery ­

mortuary project called "Kamehameha Memorial 

Garaens." 

I · feel t hat the rapid growth 
. . 

of Kona and West ~awaii d o need this service 

badly and I h o pe t hat t h e request for your 

project be approved by the Cmmi s sioners . 

Sincerely yours, 

(jf~--wft' ~ u,cJL~ 

.. 



August 18, 1975 

Mr. :-lark Onak a 
P. o. nox G31 
Kailua-Kona HI 96740 

Re: ?-;otice of Public Eearing 
Special Permit Application 
TMK: 7 - 3-0 2 : 0 9 

This · is to inform you that your request in behalf of Ms. Em.i-:.a 
Jane Kapche has been scheduled for a public hearing to be held on 
Thursday, August 28, 1975 from 7:30 p.~. at the Sergeant Yano 
Memorial Hall, Captain Cook, South Kona, Hawaii. 

The presence of a representative will be appreciated in order that 
any questions that may arise relative to the request may be clari-
fied. . 

A copy of the hearing notice is enclosed for your information. 

-fo/~~~~ 
~.YMOHD SUEFUJI 
Director 

rfd 
Enclosure 

cc: Ms. Etr,ma Jane Kapehe 

N.\G1 ' . . 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of public hearing to be _held by the 

Planning Commission of the County of Hawaii in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 5-4.3 of the Charter of the County of Hawaii. 

PLACE: Sergeant Yano Memorial Hall, Capt. Cook, South Kona, Hawaii 

DATE: Thursday, August 28, 1975 

TIME: 7:30 p.m. 

The purpose of the public hearing is to afford all interested 

persons a reasonable opportunity to be heard on the following request: 

APPLICANT: KAPEHE LAND INVESTMENT 

LOCATION: Along the east side of the Hawaii Belt Highway, across 

from the Kona Wonder View Lots and Kona Highlands . 

Subdivisions, Kalaoa 2nd, North Kena. 

TMK: 7-3-02:09 

PURPOSE: Special Permit to allow the establishment of a 

Memorial Park, including a mortuary -and mausoleum, 

on 31.1 acres of land situated within the State 

Land Use Agricultural District. 

Map showing the general location and boundaries of the area 

under consideration and/or plans of the proposed development are on 

file in the office of the Planning Depart~ent in the County Building 

at 25 Aupuni Street, Hilo, Hawaii, and are open to inspection during 

office hours. All comments should be filed with the Planning Commis­

sion before that date, or in person at the public hearing. 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
Martin W. Martin, CHAIRMAN 

· BY Raymond Suefuji 
PLANNING DIRECTOR 

(Hawaii Tribune-Herald: August 18 & 26, 1975) 



DANTE K. CARPENTERROBERT M. YAMADA 
Chai rman & Presiding Off icer FRANK DE LUZ, Ill 

IKUO HISAOKA 
WILL IAM S. KAWAHA RA

TOMIO FUJII 
MERLE K. LA I Vice ( !,airman 
AN DREW C. LEVIN 
JOSEPH IN E R." YADAO 
Council Members

COUNTY COUNCIL 
County of Hawaii 

Hawa ii County Bu ilding 

Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

In Reply ReferAugust 20, 1975 
To: C-1349/RTC-50 

Planning Commission 
County of Hawaii 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hi:o, Hawaii 96720 

Re: Application from Kapehe Land Investment Mui for Zoning 
Change from Agriculture to. Cemetery Use (TMK: 7-3-02-9) 

The Hawaii County Council at its meeting held today adopted 
the following recommendation of its Recreation and 
Transportation Committee regardi ng the above subject matter: 

"Refer to Planning Commission in 
compliance with Chapter 4, Article 1, 
Section 3, Hawaii County Code. 11 

I am attaching the application, map and certificate of title 
for your use. 

"'-2-~~:_.-~,...c::_~==;~-c::..,c;,w.,4rc~ 
Ted T. 
COUNTY 

cc: Mr. Mar~ M. Onaka, Attorney 

Attach: (3) 
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REALTOR• 

ICAILUA·KONA. HAWAII 9674'0 

Mr. Robert Yamada, 
Council Chairman 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

RE: - APPLICATION FROM KAPEHE LAND INVESTMENT 
HUI FOR ZONING CHANGE FROM AGRICULTURE 
TO CEMETERY USE. 
TAX MAP KEY: 7-3-02-9 

Dear Chairman Yamada: 

We hereby request a zoning change on the above parcel of 
land from Agriculture-20 to Agriculture-lo. We have made application 
with the County Planning Department • 

. We have been working with another group of investors to 
develop this much needed memorial park•in West Hawaii. Instead of 
several small cemeteries that are not very well mai~tained, thi~ park 
is designed artistically and .will have . beautifully kept grounds. When 

· completed it will afford many positions for the residents-of West Hawaii, 
including workers on the grounds, flower shop and offices. It will be 
a long-term development and will definitely fit ecology plans for our 
State. This cemetery will be available to all the people of Hawaii 
regaraless of their religious beliefs or ethnic groups. A full-service 
mortuary and mausoleum will be included on the grounds with various 
facilities to accommodate the desires, needs and wants of all the 
religious and ethnic customs of the Islands. 

Your help is asked in acquiring the proper zoning change and 
will be very much appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

. KAPEHE LAND INV~STMENT HUI 

..---na,i£-:/JI. rt:2M-Lc_ 
Mark M. Onaka 
Attorney-in Fact 

MMO:af 

CO,\Uv\. NO. ___/ 3 ~9 __ __. 
To: RTC 

INVESTMENTS DEVELOPMENTS RESIDENTIAL ACREAGE 
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VG<;?!;P,,~,'2fST ~!!'l!tsox .,, KAILUA· KONA, . HA.\·1A:1 967..0 

June 10, 1975 

Mr. George Yuen 
Director Qf Health 
State of Hawaii 
1250 Punchbowl 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Mr. Yuen: 

I have requested a City Council variance of zoning on 
THK: 7-3-02-9, a piece of agricultura l land in .Kona, to be used as- a 
cemetery. This is a preliminari request and in a folder received b y 
the City Council it states that we need a Certificate of Approval f ro~ 
the Dcprirtment of Health, State of Hawa ii, of the p r oposed c emetc=y 
sl te in evidence of compliance of the regulations of the State Dcp.:1-::-t.­
rnent of Health. 

Enclosed is a Tax .Map with the subject property outJ.ined a nd 
some descriptive material about the proposed cemetery that may be o f 
help to you. 

Since this is a p~elicinary request we do not want to go 
through the expense of having site plans drawn up at this ti:M.:: . EO'i-. C::Vcr , 
subject to our obtaining prelimin~ry approval w~ will supply w!iatevc r 
is needed by your department. · 

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal. 

Very truly yours, 

Mark M. Onaka 
Principal Broker 

MMO:af 

Encls. 

INVE!ffMCNTG OEVE:l.CP;,.ii:NTS RESIDENTIAL 
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v.avnu1: H . ARiYOSHI 
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH 

P.O. Bo• 3378 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 9G80I
• 

July 2, 1975 

GEORGE A. L. YUEN 
DIRECTOA OF HEALTH 

Audrey W. Merµ , M.D .. M.P.H. 
Di>P'Jty Director of >t oallh 

Henry N. Tt:ompson, M.A. 
00puty Director or He,llh 

James S. Kµmagai, Ph.D .. P.E. 
Deputy Director ot Hoallh 

lri reply, ploase re!-,r to: 

File: EPJiSn-San 

Nr. Mark M. Onaka 
Princip~l Broker 
Gold Coast Realty 
Post Office Box 631 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 

Dear Mr. Onaka: 

In response to your letter of June 10, 1975 staff me!iibers fro:n our 
Hawaii office inspected the proposed cemetery site in hon a, Ta'C Nap Key: 
7-3-02: 9, and found it to be suitable for such use. Based on their 
findin 6s ~..e have no objections to your proposal. 

However, final approval of the proposed cemete1y will be given or.ly 
upon our favorable review of your application including a complete set of 
plans, with full description of the groun~s, lots, bu.ildings , roads, wate!: 
supply and sewage disposal. A copy of your proposed rulP.s and regulations 
governing the cont ml of the place must also be filed with the application. 
The foregoing requirements are contained in Section 103, . Chapter 1 -· 
Sanitation, of the public health regulations. 

I hope this will be of assistance in your undertaking. 

Very trul,urs, 

lk ~----r GEO~~:zeEN 
Directov,f Health 
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY o COUNTY OF HA\VAJI 

P . o . ·eox 10:.:0 .HILO, HAWAII 9«;720 25 AUPU~II s,nEET 

J une I3, I975 

Mr. Mark M. Onaka 
Go Id Coast P.ea I ty 
P, O, Box 631 
Kallua-Kon.:J, HI 96740 

Re: Request for Ceffidtery Use 
Kalaoa, North Kena, Hawal I 
ll'iK: 7-3-09:02 

In response to your request, we see no immediate objections to your infonded 
creation of a cemetery on the subject par-ce I. · 

From your· brief prnject description, we note that the crypts will be constructed 
and sealed •,vateri'ight and we do appreciate · your environf'1'€n·tal concern in trls 
matter. 
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t>G<z~AS£~ST REALT'f 

June 10, 1975 

Mr. Garv Kawasaka 
Department of Water Supply 
25 Aupuni Street 
J!ilo, H~waii 96720 

Dear Mr. Kawasaka: 

Thank you for the information you gav~ me over the telepbc;..e 
tqday. 

I ·hereby request the consideration of the Departrnenc of Wat0r 
Supply Jn regards to T!-LT{: 7-3-02-9. We wi.s l-:. to he .:1.llowcd to operate 
a cemetery on this property, and I understand I need the approval cf 
the Dep.:irtment of Water Supply. 

Enclosed is some information ·wh.:i.~h I think may be of inter-est 
to you. 

Thank you for any help you can give us. 

Very truly yours, 

Mark M. Onaka 
Principal Broker 

MMO:af 

Encl. 

.()r.VELOP.MENTS RE510t::NTIAL 



APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL F ' IT 

COUNTY OF HAWAII 

' PLANNING DEPARTMENT - PLANNING COMMISSION 

APPLICANT: Kapehe Land Investment 

APPLICAAT'S SIGNATURE: ~cLJlt@tcg_,4,oe... , Attorney-in-Fact 

ADDRESS: P. C. Box 631 

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 

TELEPHONE: 329-3155 

TAX MAP KEY: _7'--"""'3'--"""'0c..::2;_-..:;.9_____ AREA: 31.180 Acres 
(size of Parcel) 

OWNER: Mrs. Emma Jane Kapehe 

OWNER'S SIGNATURE: 

APPLICANT'S INTEREST, IF NOT OWNER: Land purchasers on Agreement of Sale 

REQUESTED USE: -~Mc..e""m"-0"-'r~ia~l_P_a"'""r""'"k__,,__1_·n_c_l_u_d_i_n_g._m_o_r_t_u_a_r.._v_a_n_d_m_a_u_s_o_l_e_u_m_ 

\. 

" 

APPLICANT'S REASON(S) FOR REQUESTING SPECIAL PERMIT: (Please attach) 

NOTE: The a~pllcant must show that: 

(a) such use shal I not be contrary to the objectives sought to be 
accompl I shed by the Land Use Law and Regulations; 

(b) the desired use shnl I not adversely affect surrounding properties; 
(c) such use shal I not unreasonably burden pub I le agancles to provide 

roads and streets, se~1ers. water, drainage, school improvements, and 
police and fire protection; 

(d) unusual conditions, trends, and needs ha·ve- arisen since the district 
boundaries and regulations were established; 

(e) the land upon which the proposed use ls sought ls uns~lted for the 
uses permitted within the·dlstrlct; 

(f) the proposed use wi I I not substantially alter or change the essential 
character of the land and the present use; and . 

(g) the proposed use wi I I make the highest and best use of the land 
Involved for the public welfare. 

THIS APPLICATION MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY: 

(a) 16 copies of the completed appl I cation form with attachments. 
(b) 16 copies of a location• map. 
(c) 16 copies of a site plan with existing and proposed uses. 
(d) any additional Information. · 
(e) $100.00 processing tee. 

For Official Use: 

Date received.:.----------!20th day ___________ 
Public Hearing date _______ 
Action date ___________ 
To Land Use Commission 



REAS 3 FOR Ri;::_Ql2._~~-TING SPECIAL JRMI 'I' 

Reference Ordinance No. 63, as amend.ed, of - the ·County of Hawaii, State 
of Hawaii, establishing procedures for the division of the County into 
use districts. 

(a) Requested special permit use conforms to Section 13 (B) (20) use 
and buildings riormally considered accessory to the ·above pcrmi tted uses 
subject to approval of the Director. 

(b) The desired use will be a long-term development and definitely fit 
in with the ecology plans for Il awa ii. The design will be developed 
9-rtistically and the perpetual ma intenance of the grounds should enhance 
the value of surrouncH ng property. 

(c) The desired use will require dater, telephone and el~ctricity from 
avail~ble public utility facilities. The burden shciuld be no greater 
if as much as a similar agricultural planned area with residences. 
Internal roads and streets will be built and maintained by the dev~loper. 
Access roads may need to be paved and widened. Police protection in 
most cases would be limited to funeral escorts. 

(d) At present West Hawaii has a number of small cemeteries that are 
not very well maintained, and only very limited spac-e left for burial 
plots, The normal growth of population in this area may be expected to 
create a strong demand for County action to provide additional cemetery 
space. _This proposal would relieve the County of this problem to a 
large extent. 

(e) The land upon which the propcsed use is sought may be considered 
as- a necessary complement to the other uses perruitted within the district. 
The proposed use may be considered just as essential to the public as 
parks, recreation areas, airfields, private clubs, . golf courses, and 
other amenities. · 

(f) The proposed use will in general donform to the character of the 
land and should not pose any problems of drainage or other ecological 
factors. At present the land is not being used for any agricultural 
activity. 

(g·) A memorial park will fill an urgent need in West Hawaii. When 
complct~d it will afford many positions for local residents, includi ng 
workers on the grounds, flower shop and offices. This cemetery will be 
available · to all the people of Hawaii . regardless of religious beliefs 
or ethnic group. A full-service mortuary and mausoleum will be included 
on the grounds with various facilitic~s to accommodate the desires, needs 
and wants of all the religious and ethnic customs of the Islands. 

https://amend.ed


.-1..MEHI\MEHA MEMORIAL GARDEN. 

It is the intention of the petitioners to the County of Hawaii Council, 

and the Pla~ning Commission as well -as the State of Hawaii Cemetery 

Board to develop . a perpetual care cemetery, a full ~crvice mortuary, 

a double crypt mausoleum, and other ancilliary facilities in the Kona 

area of the County of Hawaii. 

The facility is being developed with particular emphasis on the 

multiple religious and ethnic consti tua-ncy of the area. With this in 

mind the project will be named for the founder of the Kingdom of Hawaii, 

King Kamehameha I - Kamehameha Memorial Gardens. A section of the 

cem~tery will be set asid·e as the Hawaiian Gardens, which will fea·ture 

a cenotaph honoring King Kamehameha I and wiLl relate to the Hawaiia n 

culture and background. 

Memorial Gardens will also develop special areas for all the varied 

religious faiths. -There ~ill be gardens set aside for any who wish 

this type of area, for example Roman Catholic, Buddist, etc. In the 

surrounding areas there will be lots available for families, in 

various dimensions~ so a family can have their own section with a 

bronze memorial. 

Since there Q.re those in the area who will not be able to purchase 

grave space as mentioned above, companion lots or single lots will be 

provided. 

Also tw~ acres of land will be set aside for those· who must turn to 

the State of Hawaii or County of Hawaii for ·their burial space and 

funeral expenses. This area will have the same general appearance as 

the other areas and will never be referred to as the indigent cemetery 

or the potter's field, but will ·be maintained as to reflect the pride 

and demeanor of the whole community. 



.KP HN'if.HA MEMORIAL GARDENS .T i C -2-----·-· -----.. .- ....... . -------- ---

From time to time there are bones of deceased Hawaiiaus and others 

uncovered in construction projects. We will provide a special private 

area for these, without undo expense or, if necessary, these will be 

·bandlcd quietly .on our own. 

Also it· is possible many local families will want to move the remains of 

deceased family members now in the present cemeteries, and place them 

in the new park, and this will be easily facilitated through a program 

of disinterrment and reburial. 

The mortuary will be erect(;d on the . property with modern embalming . 

facilities, a chapel, wake areas, a kitchen and eating areas, a large 

parking area. Also display areas, a floral shop and private consultation 

rooms will be provided. 

A mausoleum with double crypts will be erected and will contain calabaridL 

niches. Cremation facilities will be availabl~ as well as all types of 

equipment and supplies for shipment of remains to the mainland or any 

other disignation or for receivirig the shipments to ~his area. 

https://HN'if.HA


TIIE PROJECT 

The site selected for the project is 31 acres of gently sloplng land 

-rnauka of the Mamalahoa Highway in the Kalaoa division of North kona, 

known as the Kapehe Property. The project will start with the 

development of ten acres into the various areas, with roads, the 

mortuary, and the mausoleum. In the cemetery area, modern methods 

with emphasis on the care and maintenance of a · beautiful park · will be 

utilized. The areas of · the gardens~ i~ the process of clearing and 

leveling the land will be excavated to the area of eight feet, and 

double lawn crypts will be installed. 

These will be built from cement block in sizes of six feet deep, three 

feet wide ~nd seven feet long, with sealing shelves in what will be 

between the two burials, then a cover on the top with a concrete cap. 

The crypt will be water tight and will be set with the top about 

fifteen inches below the ground level, then the area will be back 

filled and sodded. When a burial is required the sod will be - removed, 

the soil scraped off the top of the crypt and it is opened. When 

closed it will again be sealed. This provides a quick, easy and cer­

tainly inexpensive opening proc~duie and the toi so~l is replaced, as 

is the sod to maintain the neat and beautiful appearance of the park. 

Bronze markers may be installed at these graves and they will all be 

similar in appearance to give .continuity to the garden, as well as 

facilitate mowing and eliminating trimming. 



. 
l• T I.RE 1'HE CONDITIONS TODJ 

In order to ful}y understand the need for this type of project, it is 

.necessary to comprehend the needs, wants ~nd desires of U1e multi-ethnic 

peoples of the West Hawaii area. 

There are no public perpetual care cemeteries or full service mortuary 

facility within a reasonable distance. Except for the vast uninhabited . 

areas of Alaska .and some desert regions of the ~outh West, tt1is area of 

the County of Hawaii is the only ar~a of the United States without 

adequate facilities in the memorial field. According to Utility 

c;ommission statistics, there are 18,000 people in the Kena area and 

10,000 people in the regions of Honokaa and th~ Kohalas. This would 
' 

indicate a-death rate in the area of 250 per year. 

The rock cemeteries in Kena are a result . of the necessity for blasting. 

These cemeteries reflect a lock of care - but not a lack of love as 

evidenced by flowers on new and old graves. 



PUBLIC AWARENESS 

As important as any other phase of this project is the program of 

acquainting and offeririg these factliti~s to the ~ublic. There are 

· many different opinions on the b~st way, we howeve! will be slow and 

deliberate in the familiarizing of all segments of the Kona Coast area 

with what is available and the cost. 

The salespeople will be local residents selected from the various 

religious and ethnic groups and trainect as consultants based on the 

philosophy of complying with the desires and customs of the people 

they contact in individual determinations of their requirements. 

There will be no door-to-door,hard-sell professionals which confuse 

and overwhelm people. General information will be diseminated 

throughout the area in various media so that everyone will be aware 

of the project and jtist what it offers. They may then act in their 

own good time. We expect. to be in a position to serve for a long time. 



This enterprise has been initiated. and developed by John n. Finefrock, ·_ 

a funeral director and embal~er, licensed in Ohio, but not in the State 

of Hawaii. He has h a d 40 y e ars in the fieJ .d, the latest as Preside nt 

and Treasurer of J. H. Finefrock and Sons, an Ohio corporation which 

operates· funeral homes in Ma nsfield, and Shelby, Ohio. 

Mr. Finefrock holds a Bachelor of Science Degre e in Business Ad~inistra­

tion from Western Reserve University and a degree i11 Mortuary Science 

from the Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science. Durin9 World War II, 

he servco. for over three years as an administration officer in the 

United States Army Medical Corps, with the last year serving as 

Commanding Officer of the U. S. Army Mortuary in Honolulu. 

While se~ving as Commanding Officer of the U. S. Army Mortuary, he also 

served as Commanding Officer of the 604th Graves Registration Co., the 

training unit which helped affect the repatriation of thousands of our 

military dead in the Pacific area to the place of permanent burial. 

During the planning stage of this mission, Mr. Finefrock assumed the 

additional duty as S4 to mission commander of the total project. It 

was Finefrock's responsibility to provide trained leadership and 

manpower as well as necessary technica·1 equipment and supplies for the 

mission. It was this command that also initiated the basic:: planriing 

and technical studies which resulted in the National Cemetery of _the 

Pacific being developed in the P~ncl1bowl in Honolulu. Aiso during 

his tenure with the U. S. Army .Mortu,:.lry, he developed the standard 

operating procedures for Military Funerals in the command. 

Mr. Finefrock has been recognized as a leader •in the memorial field 

nationally, as an active member of the National Selected Morticians, 

a prestigious funeral services organization which selects one fu~cral 

servi~e firm from each con@unity. 



_Page -2-

Also he was the Chairman of the Research Committee of the National 

Foundation of Funeral Services in . Evanston, Illinois. This foundation, 

with representation from all areas of the memorial field, operates 

research programs, consultations on problems in specific areas, 

' general and ·specialized schools. Mr. Finefrock served, in addition 

to his chairmanship, as a teacher and consultant in the area of 

funeral management, especially in the ~erchandizing area. Many of 

the present procedures and products in the mortuary field were 

inntigated by him and his committee. 



-__ ,, _______- --~-------- --~ 



CERTIF-CATE OF TITLE 
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-SECC)ND cmnnHJA'.i~TON OF CER.TIFIC.Yl'E OF TITLt:-

SECU RITY TITLE COltPORAT ION hereby cr:rti£ies that it 

has carefully cxarn.i.ned the Indices in the Of fic·es of the Cler ks 

of the Supreme Court, Circuit Court of the First Judicial Circuit, i: 
District Court of th'= Unilc?d Stn t:cs for the District of Haw,d is II 

I I 
! .Tax As ~essor and nureau of Sonvey;:a;ccs, FE.OM k"ID I NCLU!):rn G i 

APRIL 23, 1970 s AT 11.:30 0 1 CLOCK, A. M., (the dcite of tbc .n.t:t:nchc>.d 

First Continuation of Certific nt~ of Titl2)> ris to th :: r 1e.c0rd t:i.tli=:: : ; 
1 1 

of I! 
Ii-EH MA J A N E KAP EH E- ,I 

(who .c!CC)uired ti c: 1~ a ;:; v;j .fc of Sa.r::u P. 1 Knpehe) I 
I 
IIin :ind i 
I 
.,i 

. . l lC .,.. ~.l . .. iity ti ~e c1U.Tc 11:.: ( e rtin.c:1 te 01: • ).t lc~1 
l I 

and the) Cor~t:Lnu ::t.:1.on thei:E. Lo •. I I 
!I 

I
I
I 
: 

; I 

I 
I 

l
i 

I . I 

i ;I . 
I 

Ii 
. . I l~ -·· --.·-- - -·· . ··-··.--. ' -. - .. _-- -·.· -.- ·-·. . - .__ _· --.... - ~ .. --. ·. ··- .. -... ·-----~ . ·- - - . ---· ·-. ___ _.,_ •_·-.--·- ·..-· _- .. - .. ---- . - -- .t ' 

of land and 
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I, 

k,' :.'j .. ) ... 
(, ; ·,1 
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whatsoever kind or nature of record against said title, save and 

·except the following: 

1. By instrument dated September 29, 1970, recorded on December 
4, 1970 in the Burenu of Conveyances of the State of Hawaii 
in Book 7300, Page 66, BOBBY C. HAMILTON, husband of Betty 
Hamilton, d/b /a Bette- De Compa ny, assigned t o GILBERT FUKill1ITSU 
and MICHIYO FUKUMITSU, husband and wi f e, AS TENANTS BY THE 
ENTIRETY (1 s h are), .JAME S r'i.ANAL ILI and JANICE :MANALILI, husband 
and wife, AS TENANTS BY THE ENTIRETY, (1 sha re), and LARRY 
KlJKITA and CLARA KUKITA, husband and wife, AS TENANTS BY THE 
ENTIRETY, (1 share), -all of his right, title and interest 
in and to that certain Agreement of Sale dated March 5, 1970, 
recorded on April 22, 1970 in said Bureau of Conveyances in 
Book 697l~ Page 155, and al s o referred to as Encumbrance No. 1 
of the attached Firs t Continuation of Certificate of Title. 
(Agreement of Waiver of Dower by ·Betty Hamilton.) Consent 
thereto recorded in Book 7300 Page 67. 

EXECUTED THIS l1 TH DA1
{ OF DECEMBER, 1970, AT 11:28 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

SECURITY TITLE CORPORATION 

BY__.~~~--\-i::'i-Ll~ ►{:_'~-=-=-~l~LV'~#>..~ 

I 

I 

- - -------·------- -

RC:jr -2-

SECURITY TIYLE C.C RPOFIATI O N 
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August 22, 1975 

Mr. & Mr s . John r . Cox 
P. o. Box 1372 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 

This is to acknowl edge receipt of your letter of August 17, 1975, 
supporting the Special Permit request of Kapche Land Investme nt 
for the proposed Kamehameha Memor i al Gard e ns. We are forwarding 
your letter to the Planning Commission. 

Your expression of interest is appr eciated. 
:, ' ·, r·.., D 1 • "' 
/ • l ~ \ .. ,__...,. \ >' Vl 
\,,.,\./i \. (,;.., .. ) ' .... J \).; -'- •._J() . 

F<aymond Suefuji 
Director 

IAP: lgv 

cc: Arthur w. Martin 

AUG 2 2 1 }7_5_ 



DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY • COUNTY OF HAWAII 

P. 0 . BOX 1820 HILO, HAWAII 96720 25 AUPUNI STREET• 

August a,· 1975 

TO: Planning Department 

FROM: Department of Water Supply 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL PERMIT - MEMORIAL PARK INCLUDING MORTUARY AND MAUSOLEUM 
TMK: 7-3-02: 9 
MARK ONAKA 

As stated in a previous communication with the applicant, we have no 
objection to the proposed request to create a cemetery on the subject 
parcel. 

t ·V-.ch.,.--v~ Akf?'jFuj ·oto 
Manager 

QA . 

cc: Mark Onaka 

... Waler bringd progredd . .. 



JOHN FARIAS. JR.GEORGE R. ARIYOSHI 
CHAI RMA N. OOARD OF A GR I CULTURE

GOV E RNOR 

VUKIO KITAGAWA 
DEPUTY TO THE CHAIRMAN 

STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
1428 SO . KING STREET 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96814 

August 7, 1975 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Mr.Ray.,1ond Suefuji, Director 
Hawaii County Planning Department 

Subject: Special Pe rmit - Memorial Park including Mortuary 
and Mausoleum 

TMK: 7-3-02: 9 
Mark Onaka 

The Department of Agriculture has reviewed the subject application 

and has no objection to the special permit. 

The '!JSDA Soil Survey of Hawaii describes the subject area as "10 

inches of top soil with pahoehoe ·lava beneath." Annual rainfall 

is 60 to 90 inches. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

6 ~- ,.dLt,r;{___, . 
Jo n Farias, J .r~, 
· airman, Boar f Agricult_ure 



COUNTY OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE 

HILO, HAWAII 

OUR REFERENCE ADDKViS ALL 
COMMUNICATIONS TO: 
ERNEST J. HRG(RSTROM 

YOUR REF.ERENCE CHIEF OF POLICE 
HILO, HAWAII 

August 7, 1975 

TO RAYMOND SUEFUJI, PLANNING DIRECTOR 

FROM GEORGE IRANON,. INSPECTOR, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL PERMIT - MEMORIAL PARK 
MARK ONAKA, TMK: 7-3-02:9 

The special permit application submitted by Mr~ 
reviewed and from the police standpoint, we can 
effects from the ·requested change. 

GI/k 

Mark Onaka has been 
foresee no adverse 



GrORG[ fl A HI Y(J~ H I [ ALV L Y Wfll G HT 

C.OVI ur~ O II Olftf <,; TOH 

D [r UT Y o , ntcTOlf~ 

DO UGLASS SAKAMOlO 

WAL LACE AOK I 

STATE OF HAWAII 
D EPARTM E NT OF T RA N SPORT A TION 

HIGHW AY S D I V I SIO N 

HAWAII DI ST R ICT IN REPLY R EFE R TO : 

50 MA KAALA S T R EE T 

P . 0 . B O X 2 76 · HWY-H 75-2.805 
H I LO . H A W AII 96720 

August ·5, 1975 

MEMORANDUM: 

TO: Director, Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

FROM: District Engineer, Hawaii 

SUBJECT: ( ) Change of Zone Application 

( ) Variance Application 

( ) Subdivision Application No. 

(x )Special Permit Application - Memorial Park 
Mark Onalca 
TMK 7-3-02:9 

We have no objections on the proposed action for the subject application 
but have the following comments: 

1. Only one access off the Hawaii Belt Road, Project No. F-10(5) shall 
be permitted. 

2. Recommend access be directly opposite existing Kona Wonder View 
subdivision access, Loloa Drive. 

3. Submit construction plans for review and approval. 

CHAS L. SCHUSTER 



DEPARTMENT OF POBLIC WORKS 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

HILO, HAWAII 

M-EMORANDUM Date August 4, 1975 

TO: Planning Department 

FROM: Chief Engineer 

SUBJECT: Application for Special Permit 
Applicant: Mark Onaka/Kapehe Land Investment 
location: Kalaoa, No~ Kona, Hawaii 
TMK: 7-3-02:9 

We have reviewed the subject application and we have no comments to offer. 

t 
EDWARD HARADA, Chief Engineer 



PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
21S AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 96720 HERBERT T. MATAYOSHI 

Mayor 

COUN'.I'Y OF 
HAWAII 

RAYMOND H. SUEFUJI 
Director 

August 18, 1975 

Dear Property Owner: (TMK: 

Re: Special Permit Application - Kalaoa 2nd, North Kona 
Tax Map Key: 7-3-0_2: 09 

You are hereby notified that a request for a special permit to 
allow the establishment of a Memorial Park, including a mortuary 
and a mausoleum, has been submitted by Mark Onaka in behalf ·of 
Ms. Emma Jane Kapehe. 

The property is located along the east side of the Hawaii Belt 
Highway, across from the Kona Wonder View Lots and the Kona High­
lands Subdivisions. 

A public hearing will be held on this subject matter· at 7:30 p.rn. 
on Thursday, August 28, 1975. You are invited to comment on the 
application at the hearing or to submit written comments prior to 
the heari"ng. 

q~~
RAYMOND SUEFUJI 
Director 

rfd 
Enclosure (map) 
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HAWAII ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY, INC. 
P. · □. BOX 1027 HILO, HAWAII- 96720 

-
August 1, 1975 

County of Hawaii 
Planning Department 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Attention: Mr. Raymond Suefuji, Director 

Subject: Special Permit 

Gentlemen: 

This is in reference to the following special permit. 

TMK: 7-3-02:9 
Mark Onaka 
No Comments.gJl~yours, 

Jitsuo Niwao, Manager 
Engineering Department 

JN:ja 



HAWAII COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

_Mro Raymond Suefuji, Director 
TO: Planning Director DATE : Au gu s t 1, 19 7 5 

FROM: Inspector Teruichi Kohashi 

SUBJECT: Special Permit-Memorial Park including Mortuary and 
· Mausoleum 

TMK: 7-3-02:9 
Mark Onaka 

Fire hydrants are located on Hawaii Belt road. Near 2st 

fire station is Kailua Stationo 

Fire Inspector 

HFD-3O 
11/29/74 - lM 



' PLANNING DEPARTMENT County . of Hawaii, Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

To: Tax Of fice 
Date:July 29, 1975 

,,L 

Planning DirectorFrom : 

Special Permit - Memorial Park including Mortuary &Subject: 
Mausoleum 

TMK: 7_:3-02: 9 
Ma.r-k Onaka 

~ttached is an application of Mark Onaka in behalf of Kapehe Land 
Investment for a special permit. Please review and send us any 
comments within two weeks from the above date. 

Thank you very much. 

~'-- ""1 
' 0'~~ ~Xe-

·\;Raymond Suefuji 
\) Director 

lgv 
Encl. 

Alo &0~J1V-::t.;:; 
1I3.17,, w, 5 ;,,'/ Ta/4.: 

re.. -.: c) /j;; f" 



MEMORAt'\JDUM: 
PLANNING -DEPARTMENT County · of Hawaii, Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

To: Dept. of Health 
Date.:July 29, 1975 

Planning DirectorFrom: 

Special Permit - Memorial Park including Mortuary &Subject: 
Mausoleum 

TMK: 7-3-02:9 
Mark Onaka 

Attached is an application of Mark Onaka in behalf of Kapehe Land 
Investment for a special permit. Please review and send us any 
comments within two weeks from the above date. 

Thank you very much. 

%,'e.,ci. ~ 
\ I' Raymond Suefuji 
\). Di rector 

lgv 
Encl. 

Department of Health 
' Hilo, Hawaii 

August 1, 1975 

Final approval of the proposed cemetery is contingent upon applicant's compliance 
with the requirements as noted in Paragraph #2 of the Director of Health's letter 
dated July 2, 1975. 

Endre Toth, P.E. 

/acv 



_MEMORANDUM: 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of Hawaii, Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

To: DPW , DWS , Highways, Health , R&D , Police , Date: July 29 1975 
Fir~ , Soil Conserv ., Dept . of Ag ., He l co, ' 
Tax Ofc ., Corp . Cnsl ., Virginia 

Planning-DirectorFrom : 

Special Permit - Memorial Park includ i ng Mortuary &Subject : 
Mausoleum 

TMK : 7- 3- 02 : 9 
· Mark Onaka 

Attached is an application of Mark Onaka in behalf of Kapehe Land 
Investment for a special permit . Please review and send u s any 
comments within two weeks from the above date . 

Thank you very much . 

\t" ~~ Raymond Suefuji
\> Director 

l gv 
Encl . 



July ?8, 1975 

Mr . l~ark Onaka 
P . O. Box CH 
Kailua- Kona, Hawaii 967~0 

Re : Special Permit - M0morial Park including ~ortuary & Mausoleum 
TI1:K : 7-?--02:9 

This is to acknowledge receipt on July 24, 1975 of the above Ct'·S­
cribed special permit application. 

The County Planning Commission shall conduct a public hP-ar:i.ng on 
the request within a perioc of not lc-ss than thirty (3 G) nor more 
than one hundred t wenty (1 20 ) days from t~e rec e i~t of the appli­
cation. The Planning Commi s sion .shall then act on the applicatio1: 
not earlier than fifteen (1 5 ) days after the public hearing but 
within a reasonable time thereafter. Should the Planning Com~ission 
recommend favorably on the request, it will then be forwarded to 
the State Land Use Commission for final action. 

However,. the Planning Commission may deny the request if it is 
found that the proposed use does not meet the special permit 
guidelines. In this case, th e ir decision is final. In accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter 205 -6, Hawaii Pevised Statutes, a 
denial by the Pl anning Commission may be appealable to the Circuit 
Court of the circuit in which the land is situated, in this ca~ e , 
the ThirdCircuit Court. 

~otice of the time and place of the public h earing s hall he for­
warded when the application is sc:hedulE'd for Commission action. 
For your information, th e $100 .00 filing fe e s ubmit ted along \,dth 
this application is used to pay for the l ega l public hearing notice 
advertised in the loc:al 11e:·wSpf!per. On thE: othe r hand, the ~100 . 00 
filed with th0 Council office is accordance with Chapter~, Article 
1 (Cemeteries), Hawaii County Code, as amended. This rnon€"y is a 
deposit to cover cost of publication of notice and expenses tha t 
may be incurrEd by the Council office. 

https://hP-ar:i.ng


t1ir. Mark Onaka 
July 28 , 1975 
Page 2 . . 

Should any questions arise, please contact Norman Hayashi or Ilima 
Piianaia of thi~ department 961-8288. 

r-:H: lgv 

cc: SLUC 



REALTOR • 

REALTY 
POST OFFICE BOX 631 KAILUA·KONA, HAWAII 96740 

July 23, 1975 

Mr. Sidney Fuke 
Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 
Hawaii County Building 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear Sidney: 

It was nice meetin~ you about a week ago and discussing our 
plans for a cemetery with you. I have conformed to the requirements 
by having Mrs. Emma Jane Kapehe, owner of the property, sign the appli­
cation forms. 

Glad to know we are on the agenda for August_ 28th when you come 
to Kona. 

I am enclosing a check for $100.00 with my application for 
a special permit. I am, however, somewhat confused regarding the $100 
fee since I have sent the County Council the same amount as instructed 
in a letter from them. I trust one check will be returned to me at a 
later date, unless both are required. 

Very truly yours, 

/7/tLlk 
Mark M. Onaka 
Principal Broker 

MMO:af 

Encl. 

INVESTMENTS DEVELOPMENTS RESIDENTIAL ACREAGE 
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APPL ICATl ON FOf< SPEC IAL PERMIT 

COUNTY OF HAWA l I 

PLANNING DEPARTME.NT - PLANNING COMMISS ION 

APPLICANT: 

APPllCAAT'S 

ADDRESS: 

Kapehe Land Investment 

SIG1 1ATURE: -;;!~d }lt{itf!t~_ , Attorney-in-Fact 

P. o. Box 631 

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 9674 0 

TELEPHONE: 329-3155 

TAX MAP KEY: 7-3-02-9 AREA: 31.180 Acres-------------- (size of Parcel) 

OWNER: Mrs. Emma Jane Kapehe 

OWNER'S SIGNATURE:~ . ~"'-/~L~ 
APPLICANT'S INTEREST, IF NOT OWNER: Land purchasers on Agreement of Sale 

REQUESTED USE: Memorial Park, including mortuary and mausoleum 

APPLICANT'S REASON(S) FOR REQUESTING SPECIAL PERMIT: (Please attach) 

NOTE: The appl leant must hOl'I ·!hat: 

(a) such use sha! I not be contrary to the objectives sought to be 
accomplished by the Land Use Law and Regulations; 

Cb) the desired use shal I not adversely affect surround ing properties; 
{c) such use shal I not unreasonably burden pub I le agonclos to provide 

roads and streets. sewers, water, drainage, school Improvements, and 
police and firo protection; 

(d) unusual conditions, trends, and needs have arisen since the district 
boundaries and regulations were established; 

Ce) the land upon which the proposed use Is sought is unsuited for the 
uses permitted within the district: 

(f) the proposed usa wi I I not substantially alter or change the essential 
characTer of the IJnd and the pres~nt use; <lnd 

{g) the proposed use wi I I make the highest and best use of the land 
In volved tor the p, bl le welfare. 

THIS APPLICAT ION MUST BE ACCOMPNllED 8 : 

Ca) 16 cop 1 e$ of thf~ comp Ieted app Ii cat! on form wI i"h ~ittachments. 
(b) 16 copies of a location map. 
(c) 16 copif~s of a site plan i,;ith o;,<istlng and pr,.:iposod uses, 
(d) any additional Information, 
(e) $100.00 processing fee. 

For Official Use: 

Date received 
!20th day -----------· Pub!lc Hearing date _______ 
Actlon date 
To Land Use Commission 

P.O. 3 2/75 



REASONS FOR REQUESTING SPECIAL PERMIT_____.._____H_._............____._._...__,__... _ -~---

Reference Ordinance No . 63 , as amended , of t h e County of Hawaii, StdtC 
of Hawaii , establishing procedurP'.3 for the division of tJ;e County into 
use d i stricts. 

(a) Pequestcd special permit us~: '~O;ifocms to Section 13 (B) (20) ur:~.: 
and b 1ii ldings norm:,,_lly consj d<>recJ accessot-y to the above f>3 .... rni t L.::d uses 
subject to approval of the Di~eclor. 

(b) The desired u s e wi ll b e a long - term development and definitf;ly fit 
in with the ecol oqy plans for fi,:;wJ ii . '1.'h-::,- desiqn wi 11 be dev•• J ,·11,,,d 
artistically and the perpetual mdintencince of t he grounds shoulct enl1dnce 
the value of surroundin g property. 

(c) The desired use will require water , telephone and e1ect.ricity from 
avajlable publ1c utility f.v.:-ili u-s. Tht:· burden should be? no gn=>,tt<.·1 
if as much .Js a simila:?.:" agric1,lt 1.n<-1l plan11ed an~d with resjdcn...::es. 
Jnterni"l1 roar_}s and streets wi1 l b, , hui lt and ms11ntair,,."! by the r.'k•vo_-'lop•c•r. 
Access rodds mJy need t o be paved and widened. Police protection in 
most cases would be l1m1 ted to f uner.d e£,corts . 

(d) At pres0nt Wesl Hawaii hJs a number of smal l c emete r ies that Jre 
not very well main tain ed , and only very l i mited spa~e left for bur1~l 
plots. The normal growth of population i n t his arc0 may be exp0cted to 
create a strong demand for Cotinty action to provide additionaJ ce~ctcry 
sp.~ce. This proposal would reU0ve the County of t1:iis problem to a 
largs.: extent. 

(c) T~~ land up0n which the proposLci ~s~ 1s sought may be consider0J 
as a necessary complement to th other uses p ermitted w:ithin the dist r ict . 
Th~ proposed u~c may be considered just as essential to the public as 
parks, recreation areus , airfields, private club s , golf c o u r ses , and 
other dmenj ties . 

(f} The proposed u se will i n general conform to the cha r ac t er of the 
lar1d Jnd should not pose any problems of drainage or other ecolog1~al 
factors. At present the land is not b ein g u sed for any a griculturaJ 
activity. 

(qi A mQmor·1,1l park will fill an urqent need i n West Hawai i. When 
completed it will afford many positions f o r l ocal resident s , i ncluding 
"mr:·ers on the grounds, ;1; ·101r ,1~ s·b * and offices. This cemetery will bc-~ 
dVailabJe to alJ the people of Hawa:i i req2=u.·dless o f religious beliefs 
or ethni 1 : sroup. A full-3crvice roo1tuary and mc111s0 1cum will be includt:'d 
on the cirourd::, with various facj J ities to accommodatP. the desires, needs 
and \,·ants of al 1 thu religious and Pth11ic c u s Loms of the Is lands . 



KAMEHAMEHA MEMORIAL GARDENS 

It is the intention of the petitioners to the County of Hawaii Council , 

and the Planning Commission as well as the State of Hawaii Cemetery 

Board to develop . a perpetual care cemetery , a full service mortuary, 

a double crypt mausoleum, ~n<l other ancilliary facilities in the Kona 

area of the County of Hawaii. 

/The faci lity is being developed with particular emphasis on the 

multiple religious and ethnic constituancy of the area . With this in 

mind the project will be named for the founder of the Kingdom of Hawaii , 

King Kamehameha I - Kamehameha Memorial Gardens. A section of the 

cemetery will be set aside as the Hawaiian Gardens, which will feature 

a cenotaph honoring King Kamehameha I and will relate to the Hawaiian 

culture and background. 

/emorial Gardens will also develop special areas fo r all the varied 

religious faiths. There will be gardens set aside for any who wish 

this type of area, for example Roman Catholic, Buddist, etc. In the 

surrounding areas there will be lots available for families, in 

various dimensions, so a family can have their own section with a 

bronze memorial. 

Since there are those in the area who wi.11 not be able to purchase 

grave space as mentioned above, companion lots or single lots will be 

provided. 

/Also two acres of land will be set aside for those who must turn to 

the State of Hawaii or County of Hawaii for their burial space and 

funeral expenses. This area will have the same general appearance as 

the other areas and will never be referred to as the indigent cemetery 

or the potter's field, but will be maintained as to reflect the pride 

and demeanor of the whole community. 



KAMEHAMEHA MEMORIAL GARDENS Page -2-

F'rom time to time there are bones of decea sed Hawaiiaus and others 

uncovered in construction projects. We will provide a special private 

area for these , without undo exp~nse or, if nccess~ry , t h ese will he 

haud L.::d quictl.y on our own. 

Also 1 _ is possible many loc~l famili2s will want to move the remJins of 

decea~::c:d family members now in th2 present cerr.e:tl'ries, -J.nd place then 

in tr1L) m,·.., r1-n-k , and this will .tA' c-a~~ily facil:i.tc.1ted t:hrough d program 

ot: <J_;_;Ln.t<'t-rment and reburiul. 

'f'lH..: mc,rtu21ry will be erected on the property with modern embalming 

f 1 · t!ir 1 ·~, il chJpel, wake ctreas , a kitchen and edting areas, a large 

park 1 r,'-i ,,n.a. Also display areas, a f 1O.td 1 shop and pr i vale consul ta. t.i.c:,n 

rooil'. w1. 1.1 be provided . 

A mausoleum with double crypts will be erected and will contain ca.labari-Jurn 

C.r•mation facilities will be available as well as all typ8s of 

cqui.p.r1c-nt. .::,:1d supplies for shipment of remains to the mainLrnd or anv 

other disignation or for receiving the shipmPnts to this areQ. 



THE PROJECT 

The site selected for the project is 31 acres of gently sloping land 

mauka of the Mamalahoa Highway in the Kalaoa division of North Rona, 

known as the Kapehe Property. The project will start with the 

development of ten acres into the various areas , with roads, the 

mortuary, and the mausoleum. In the cemetery area, mo<.lern methods 

with emphasis on the care and maintenance of a beautiful park will be 

utilized. The areas of the gardens, in the process of clearing and 

lev~ling he land will be excavated to the area of eight feet, and 

doubl~ l~wn crypts will be installed. 

Thes0 will be built from cement block in sizes of six feet deep, three 

feet ~id~ and seven feet long, with sealing shelves in what will be 

Lelw~en tic two burials, then a cover on the top with a concrete cap . 

The crypt will be water tight and will be set with the top about 

fifteen inches below the ground level, then the area will be back 

filled and sodded. When a burial is required the sod will be removed, 

the soil scraped off the top of the crypt and it is opened. When 

closed il will again be sealed. This provides a quick, easy and cer­

tainly inexpensive opening procedure and the top soil is replaced, as 

is the sod to maintain the neat and beautiful appearance of the park. 

Bronze markers m3y be installed at these graves and they will all be 

similar in appearance to give continuity to the garden, as well as 

facilitate mowing and eliminating trimming. 



\l>lHAT ?, :d: Tr! I~ C)i·m 1 'rI mJS 'l'ODAY--- - - _,._ - ----- ~ - -··--·· - -~ 

In urdcr to fully understand the need for this type of project, it is 

nc,ccssa:i.:y to co-rtprchend the needs, wants and dcsi res of the multi - ethnic 

peoples of the West Hawaii area. 

There are no public perpetual care cemeteries or full service mortuary 

facility withi n a reasonable distance. Except for the vast uninhabited 

areas of Alaska and some desert regions of the South West, this area of 

the County of Hawaii is the only area of the United States without 

adequate facilities in the memorial field . According to Utility 

Commi ssion statistics, there are 18 , 000 people in the Kona area and 

10,000 people in the regions of Honokaa and the Kohalas . This would 

indicate a death rate in the area of 250 per year . 

The rock cemeteries in Kona are a result of the necessity for blasting. 

These cemeteries reflect a lock of care - but not a ldck of love as 

evidenced by fluwers on new and old graves. 



PUBLIC AWARENESS 

As important as any other phase of this project is the program of 

acquain ting and offering these facilities to the public. Thero are 

many different opinions on the best way, we however will be slow and 

deliberate in the familiarizi ng of all segments of the Kena Coast area 

with what is available and the cost. 

The salespeople wi ll b e local residents selected from the various 

reljgious dnd ethnic groups and trained as consultants based on the 

philosopt1y of complying with the desires and customs of the people 

they ~onta~t in individual determinations of their requirements. 

Th~r0 will be no door-to-door ,hard-sell professionals which confuse 

and overwhelm people. General information will be diseminated 

throughout the area in various media so that everyone will be aware 

of the proje and just what it offers. They may then act in their 

own good time. We expect to be in a position to serve for a long tim~. 



Thi,-; enterprise has been initiated and developed by John lL Finefrock, 

a funeral director and embalmer, licensed in Ohio, but not in the State 

of Hawaii . He has had 40 years in the field, the latest as President 

and Treasurer of J. H. Finefrock and Sons, an Ohio corporation which 

operates funeral homes in Mansfiel d, and Shelby, Ohio. 

Mr. ri11efrock holds a Bachelor of Science Degre~ in Busjness Admlnistra-

tion i:rom W£>0tf!rn Reserve Universi.ty and a de9rer• in Mort~uary Scienct"< 

from the C1.ncinnati College of Mortuary SciencL'. DLuing World W,H' If~ 

he s01vcd for over three years as an administration officer jn the 

Uril.t.•.:>J :;i_.1•_.'S .'\rmy Medical Corps, with the last year serving as 

Commun<:i1ri':J Officer of the U.S. Army Mortuary in Honolulu. I r 
While sc,viny as Commanding Officer of the U. S. Army Mortuary, he also 

r-5er·vf:\d c1s Corrununding Officer of tt1e 604th Gr·~i\iE-:s Rf.•gislration Co., 1-he 

tra1n!i1g un;t whirh helped affect the repatriation of thousands of our 

~ilitary dead in the Pacific area to the placP of permanent bur1aJ. . 

During the planning stage of this rnjssion, Mr. Finefrock assumed the 

additional duty as S4 to mission commander of the total project. It 

was Finefrock's responsibility to provide trained leadersh ip and 

manpower as well as necessary technical equipment and supplies for th0 

ITU SSJ_CH1 . It was this command that also initiated the basic planninq 

a11d technical studies which resulted in the National Cemetery of thr 

Pacifu: being developed in thl~ Punchbowl u1 Honolulu. Also duri11,J 

his tenure with the U.S. Army Mortuary. he developed the standard 

optc:!rat .i r:g procedures for Military Funerals in the corrunand. 

a 'Mr. Finefrock has been recognized as a ..Leaa<.~r in the memorial f j (d d 

nationally, as an active member of the National Selected Morticians, 

,.1 pres t iqious funr.:!ral ~ervices or1;c1ni z<1ti1.1n 'dhich selects one funeral 

service £inn from each community. 

https://z<1ti1.1n
https://Universi.ty


Page -2-

Also he was the Chairman of the Research Committee of the Nation.a 1. 

Foundation of Funeral Services in Evanston, Illinois. This found~tion, 

with representation from all areas of the memorial field, operates 

research programs, consultations on problems in sperific ~rvas, 

qcrieru.l and specialized schools. Mr. Finefrock St.> rvcd , in 2,.dch t.ion 

to his chairmanship , as a teacher and consultant 1.1 the area of 

funeral management , especially in the rnerchandizing area. Many of 

the present µr o cedures and products in the mortuary field wt..·rc 

Jn:..;tjgat;e<l by him and his committee. 



" 

GEORGE A. L. YUENGEORGE R. ARIYOSHI 
DIRECTOR OF HEAL TH GOVERNOl'I OF HAWAII 

Audrey W. Mertz, M.O., M.P H. 
Deputy Director of Health 

Henry N. Thompson, MASTATE OF HAWAII 
Deputy Director of Heaith 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
James S. Kumagai. Ph.D., P.E 

P.O Box 3378 
Deputy Director of Health 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96801 

In reply. please refer to 
,July :2, 1975 F,1e EPUSD- ~ an 

'fr: . ~lark ~1 . Onaka 
Prine ipal Broker 
Gold Coast Realty 
Post Office Box 6:31 
Kailua- Kona, Hawaii 96740 

De a r '-Jr. Onaka : 

In n•sponse to you1· letter of .Jumi 10 , 197;, staff members from onr 
Hawaii office inspected the proposed ce::1ete1_, site in l\ona , Ta.x 'lap Kf'y: 
~-'.3-02: 9, and found it to he suitable fo1· such use. Bcsed on t1wir 
findings we have no ob,iections to your proposal. 

However, final approval o[ th.:· p roposi•d cemetery will be g i n•n only 
upon our favorahle re\·iew of you e application including a complet0 3l't n f 
plan', with foll description of Uw grounds, lots, buildings , road,:;, ,-1ab•1· 
suppl_\ and sewage di.spo;:;al. A copy er your proposed rul es and regulation.., 
governing the control oi· th• pla c "TJU3t also he fi.lPd wj th the application . 
Tlw foregoing re qui cmcnts are contained in Section 103, Ch apter 1 -
.'anitation, of th<' pul>l.ic health l'.'l--!gulation3 . 

T hopr' this will lie of assistance in your undertaking . 

\'e ry 

-

https://pul>l.ic


DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY • COUNTY OF HAWAII 

P o eox 1e20 H !LO. H AWA tr 9 6720 25 A U P U N ! STR EET• 

June 13, 1975 

Mr. Ma r k M. Onaka 
Go Id Coas·t Peal ty 
P. 0. tk,x 6 :, I 
Kai lua-Kcna , H1 96740 

Re: Reques 'I' for Cemetery Use 
Ka!aoa, North ona , ~~wail 
T!'-~K: 7-3-09 :02 

In response t o vour reavest, we see no immediate objections to you r inter1 ded 
crea-tion of a cerrieterv oc tne s ubje-t parce I . 

Fnm your orief proJect description , we note t ha t the cry ts wi I i be cons-tructed 
and se3!ed wa,·ertioht and w.::: do appreciate vcur envl r c-nrriental conce r n in tr-,is 
l'rx"}tte r. 

GK 

'L[J, I I • . . . V a er bring:J progre:H ... 
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