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BEFORE THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of the Petition) 
for Special Permit of Suisan ) SP78-298 
Company, Ltd. ) SUISAN COMPANY, LTD. 

------------------) 

The Land Use Commission of the State of Hawaii 

having duly considered the entire record in this mattei, 

makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The Petition for Special Permit was filed by 

Suisan Company, Ltd., to allow the establishment of a fruit 

processing plant with retail sales facilities on approximately 

2.8 acres of land situated within the State Land Use Agricul­

tural District at Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, 

South Hilo, Hawaii , Tax Map Key 2-4-49: parcels 21 and 22. 

2. The subject property is located along the 

northeast side of Kealakai Street approximately 0.60 mile 

from the Stainback Highway. 

3. The petitioner proposes to construct three (3) 

single story structures to house fruit processing, freezer/ 

cooler storage, and office/retail uses. Plans for off-street 

parking and landscaping have also been submitted to the Hawaii 

Planning Department. 

4. The subject 2.8 acre property is a portion of 

two (2) adjoining lots comprising approximately 20.48 acres 

that the petitioner intends to lease from the State of Hawaii. 

The remaining acreage of the two (2) parcels is to be utilized 

for the cultivation of lilikoi and guava. 

5. The County of Hawaii's General Plan Land Use 

Pattern Allocation . Guide Map designates the area as Orchard. 



The property is presently zoned Agricultural-10 acres. 

6. The Land Study Bureau's Overall Master Produc­

tivity Soil Rating for Agricultural use is Class "E" or Very 

Poor for the subject property. The subject site is not 

classified as Agricultural Lands of Importance to the State 

of Hawaii by the State Department of Agriculture. 

7. The use of land surrounding the subject property 

include nursery operations and the Hale Nani Police Academy 

pistol range. Much of the surrounding land area is unused. 

8. An environmental assessment has been completed 

for the proposed project. The assessment concluded that the 

proposed use will not result in any significant environmental 

impact, thus a Negative Declaration was filed. 

9. The petitioner has stated that the proposed 

processing facility would be an important support facility to 

the orchard industry of the County. The petitioner has also 

stated that the proposed use would further both the County of 

Hawaii's and the State's policies to promote the diversified 

agriculture industry, to promote economic growth on the 

Neighbor Islands, and to promote developing industries with 

employment potentials. 

10. The Hawaii County Department of Water Supply 

has stated that water for the proposed development is available 

from the 8-inch waterline along Kealakai Street. 

11. The Hawaii County Department of Public Works has 

stated that the existing frontage road to the subject site is 

County maintained with 18' wide pavement width in good condition. 

12. The State Department of Health has cited the 

applicable public health regulations that the proposed development 

must comply with. 

13. The Hawaii County Police Department, Department of 

Research and Development, and State Department of Agriculture 
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had no objections to the proposed use. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. "Unusual and reasonable" uses other than those 

which are permitted in an agricultural district may be permitted 

by Special Permit pursuant to HRS Chapter 205-6, and the State 

Land Use Commission District Regulation, Part V. 

2. The approval of the subject request would be 

consistent with the State Land Use Law and Regulations. The 

intent of these statutory provisions is to preserve, ·· protect 

and encourage the development of lands in the State for those 

uses to which they are best suited in the interest of the 

public health and welfare of the people of Hawaii. The 

purpose of the subject request is to allow the establishment 

of a processing plant for fruits such as guava and lilikoi. 

The proposed use would directly support regional agricultural 

activities, in this particular case orchard crops. The 

proposed use is intended to service farmers in the area by 

buying, processing and marketing their products. An integral 

aspect of agriculture is the distribution of the product from 

the grower to the consumer. The proposed use would provide 

this essential link. As such, it will benefit the overall 

agricultural use of other lands in the region and will further 

the objectives of the Land Use Law and Regulations. 

Futherrnore, the area under consideration has soils 

with low productivity ratings for conventional agriculture. 

The use of such lands fer supportive agricultural facilities 

in an accessible area will not increase pressures to convert 

lands with high agricultural potential to nonagricul~ural uses. 

In addition, the petitioner intends to utilize the remainder 

of the parcel for fruit orchards. 

-3-



3. The proposed use will further the State's and 

the County's policies of encouraging and supporting agricultural 

activities, inasmuch as it is an essential agricultural 

support facility. Approval of the subject request will also 

directly implement the County General Plan. The General Plan 

Economic Element explicitly states that the County shall assist 

the expansion of the agricultural industry, especially diversi­

fied agriculture. The Economic Element also calls for the 

diversification of the County's economy. The establishment of 

the fruit processing plant is in concert with these General 

Plan policies in that it would provide essential support 

services for one form of diversified agriculture. 

4. Although there will be some alteration of the 

existing character of the land, such alteration is not expected 

to adversely affect surrounding properties. The subject 

property is currently vacant. Adverse effects from the proposed 

use will be mitigated through existing rules, regulations and 

requirements. In addition, the petitioner intends to utilize 

a portion of the adjacent area for fruit orchards. 

5. The proposed use will not unreasonably burden 

public agencies to provide facilities and services. All 

essential services and facilities are available to the subject 

site. In addition, approval of the subject request would 

allow the petitioner to relocate portion of an existing 

facility from an area which is now heavily congested. Relocation 

of the existing facility to the area under consideration will 

not involve the provision of additional services than are now 

needed. 

6. The use described in the petition is an unusual 

and reasonable use pursuant to HRS Chapter 205-6 and State 

Land Use Commission District Regulation, Part V. 
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DECISION AND ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

That Special Permit Number 78-298, for the establish­

ment of a fruit processing plant with retail sales facilities 

on approximately 2.8 acres of land situated within the State 

Land Use Agricultural District at Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd Series, 

Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii, Tax Map Key 2-4-49: parcels 21 

and 22, be approved subject to the following conditions: 

1. That the effective date of the Special 

Permit shall be upon approval of the Board of 

Land and Natural Resources to lease the subject 

area, but in no event not more than 3 years from 

the State Land Use Commission's action. 

2. That the use of the subject area shall be limited 

to the processing of fruits and the sale of 

products processed on the premises. Office use 

within the proposed facility shall be ancillary 

to the fruit processing activities. 

3. That the petitioner or its authorized representa­

tive shall submit plans to the Planning Department 

for preliminary plan approval within one {1) year 

from the effective date of the Special Permit. 

4. That construction of the proposed facilities 

shall commence within one (1) year from the 

receipt of final plan approval and shall be 

completed within two (2) years thereafter. 

5. That the petitioner shall submit a metes and 

bounds description of the 2.8+ acre area to the 

Planning Department prior to the receipt of final 

plan approval. 

6. That all other applicable rules and regulations, 

including those of the Department of Health, shall 
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be complied with. 

7. That should any of the foregoing conditions not 

be met, the Special Permit may be deemed null and 

void. 

DATED: Honolulu, Hawaii, 

C. W. DUKE, Chairman and 
Commissioner 

~-~ JCARRAs, Commissioner . 
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BEFORE THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of the Petition) 
for Special Permit of ) SP78-298 - SUISAN 
Suisan Company, Lirtli ted ) COMPANY, LIMITED 

CERTIF·ICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the Land Use 

Commission's Decision and Order was served upon the 

following by certified mail: 

Sidney Fuke, Planning Director 
Hawaii Planning Department 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Rex Y. Matsuno, President 
Suisan Company, Limited 
P. 0. Box 366 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dated: Honolulu, Hawaii, this ~ day of July, 1978. 
/ 

tive Officer 
Use Cowroission 

.. 

, 



The Land Use Commission's Decision 
forwarded to you at a later 

GORDAN Y. FURUTANI 

T"tay 17, 1?70 

~. Rex Y. M:1tsuno, President 
Suisan Company, Ltd. 
P. o. Box 366 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dea~ Mr. Matsuno: 

The original of the attached letter is on file 
in the office of the Hawaii County Planning Department, 
25 Aupuni Street, Hilo, Hawaii. 

Please be advised that failure to comply with any
of the delineated conditions of approval, particularly
those relating to time, shall be reason for termination 
of the Special Permit. The Land Use Commission will not 
consider any request for time extension which is filed 
after the stipulated commencement or expiration dates. 

A copy of the staff memorandum is herewith enclosed 
for your information. 
and Order on SP78-298 will be 
date. 

Executive Officer 

GYF: jy 
Encls. 



Hawaii Planning Commission 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Attention: Mr. Sidney Fuke, Planning Director 

Gentlemen: 

At its meeting on May 11, 1978, the Land Use Commission 
voted to approve a Special Permit request by Suisan Company, 
Ltd., Hawaii (SP78-298) to allow .the establishment of a fruit 
processing plant with retail sales facilities on approximately 
2.8 acres of land situated within the State Land Use Agricultural
District at Panaewa Farms Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, 
Hawaii, Tax Map Key 2-4-49: 21 and 22. 

Approval of this Special Permit is subject to the condi­
tions imposed by the Hawaii County Planning Commission. Please 
be advised that the petitioner's failure to comply with any of 
the delineated conditions of approval, particularly those relating 
to time, shall be reason for termination of the S~cial Permit. 
The Land Use CoJllfflission will not consider any request for time 
extension which is filed after the stipulated commencement or 
expiration dates. 

A copy of the staff memorandum is herewith enclosed for 
your information. The Land Use Commi-ssion' s Decision and Order 
on SP78-298 will be forwarded to you at a later date. 

Sincerely, 

GORDAN Y. FURUTANI 
Executive Officer 

GYF:jy
Encl. 
ccz Suisan Company, Ltd. 



May 17, 1978 

Department of Planning and 
Economic Development 

State of Hawaii 
250 South King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Attention: Mr. Hideto Kono, Director 

Gentlemen: 

At its meeting on May 11, 1978, 
Commission voted to approve a Special Permit request by 
Suisan Company, Ltd., Hawaii {SP78-298) to allow the 
establishment of a fruit processing plant with retail 
sales facilities on approximately 2.8 acres of land situ­
ated within the State Land Use Agricultural District at 
Panaewa Farms Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, 
Hawaii, Tax Map Key 2-4-49: 21 and 22. Approval of this 
Special Permit is subject to the conditions imposed by 
the Hawaii County Planning Commission. 

the Land Use 

Please note that a copy of the Land Use Commission's 
Decision and Order on this matter is on file at the 
Commission's office. 

Sincerely, 

• 

GYF:jy 
Encl. 
cc: Department of Taxation, Hawaii 

Tax Maps Recorder, Dept. of Taxation 
Property Technical Office, Dept. of Taxation 
Real Property Tax Assessor, Dept. of Taxation 
Office of Environmental Quality Control 
Division of Land Management, DLNR 

FURUTANI 
Officer 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

Minubes of Meeting 

Senate Conference Room 5 
State Capitol 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

May 11, 1978 - 10:00 a.m. 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Charles Duke, Chairman 
Shinichi Nakagawa, Vice Chairman 
James Carras 
Colette Machado 
Shinsei Miyasato 
Edward Yanai 
George Pascua 
Carol Whitesell 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT : Mitsuo Oura 

STAFF PRESENT : Gordan Furutani, Executive Officer 
Daniel Yasui, Planner 
Allan Kawada, Deputy Attorney General 
Dora Horikawa, Clerk Reporter 

Ray Russell, Court Reporter 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Upon motion by Commissioner Pascua, seconded by Commissioner 
Miyasato, it was unanimously agreed to rearrange the order of the 
agenda to consider the election of officers as the first item. 

Acting Chairman Duke relinquished the Chair to the Executive 
Officer, who called for nominations for the office of Chairman. 

Commissioner Machado nominated Vice Chairman Duke for the 
office of Chairman of the Land Use Commission. Since there were 
no other nominations, Vice Chairman Duke was elected Chairman. 

Chairman Duke opened the floor for nominations for the 
office of Vice Chairman. 

Commissioner Whitesell nominated Commissioner Nakagawa for 
the office. Commissioner Nakagawa nominated Commissioner Carras; 
however, Commissioner Carras declined the nomination . Commissioner 
Pascua moved to close the nominations, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Machado and carried. 

Chairman Duke declared that Commissioner Nakagawa was unani­

mously elected as Vice Chairman of the Commission. 



Commissioner Carras moved to approve the Special Permit, 
which was seconded by Co,mmissioner Pascua and carried. 

lsP78-298 - SUISAN COMPANY, LIMITED 
SPECIAL PERMTT TO ALLOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FRUIT PROCESSING 
PLANT WITH RETAIL SALES FACILITIES AT PANAEWA FARM LOTS, WAIAKEA, 
SOUTH HILO, HAWAII 

Mr. Yasui reported on the significant aspects of the pro­
posed use being requested under this Special Permit. 

Discussion centered around the time period for the effective 
date of the Special Permit and the completion of the structures. 

Commissioner Carras moved that the Special Permit be approved, 
subject to the conditions imposed by the Hawaii County Planning 
Commission. It was seconded by Commissioner Whitesell and the 
motion wa s carried. 

2:00 p.m. 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

The minutes of January 17, 1978, January 18, 1978 and 
January 19, 1978 were approved as circulated. 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

The tentative meeting schedule was discussed. It was agreed 
that the next meeting of the Commission will be held on Kauai 
on May 25, 1978. 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COM11ISSION 

VOTE RECORD 

ITEM 
SP78-298 
Suisan Company, Limited DATE__I_1_a~y_l~l~,--=1~9~7~8______ 

PLACE Senate Conf. Rm. 
State Capitol 

5 TIME_---"'l~0~:~0~0'---'a'-'--'-'.m=.c...________ 

NO ABSTAIN ABSENTYESNAME 

X· MIYASATO, SHINSEI 

'<PASCUA, GEORGE R. 

;(
MACHADO, COLETTE 

XYANAI, EDWARD 

- - ----,,("'ITT-... .,.____ ...,_
-VU..L'-'"-;a.l 

XCARRAS, JAMES 

'I .NAKAGAWA, SHINICHI 

WHITESELL,, CAROL X 

DUKE, CHARLES f 
Comments: 

I move that we approve the Special Permit, subject 
to the conditions imposed by the Hawaii County 
Planning Commission. 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Land Use Commission DATE: May 11, 1978 

FROM: Staff 

SUBJECT: SP78-298 - Suisan Company, Ltd . 

The petitioner, Suisan Company, Ltd., is requesting a 
Special Permit to allow the establishment of a fruit processing 
plant with retail sales facilities on approximately 2.8 acres 
of land situated within the State Land Use Agricultural District 
at Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii, 
Tax Map Key 2-4-49: 21 and 22. The subject property is located 
along the northeast side of Kealakai Street, approximately .6 
mile from the Stainback Highway (see attached County Exhibit 
A-6). 

The petitioner proposes to construct three (3) single 
story structures to house fruit processing (14,400 square feet), 
freezer/cooler storage (31,000 square feet), and office/retail 
(10,800 square feet) uses. Plans for off-street parking and 
landscaping have also been submitted to the Hawaii Planning 
Department for the proposed facility (see attached County 
Exhibit A-2). 

The subject 2.8 acre property is a portion of two (2) 
adjoining lots comprising approximately 20.48 acres that the 
petitioner intends to lease from the State of Hawaii. The 
remaining acreage of the two (2) parcels is to be utilized for 
the cultivation of lilikoi and guava . 

In a letter dated December 8, 1977, to the Hawaii 
County Planning Director, the State Land Management Administrator 
of the Department of Land and Natural Resources stated that: 

"By this letter, we are authorizing the Suisan Company, 
Limited, to sign as applicant for the Special Use 
Permit. We would like to point out, however, that 
this by no means implies that Suisan Company, Ltd., 
will have any preference to the proposed lease of the 
property, as the lease must be offered at public 
auction." 



An environmental assessment has been completed for 
the proposed project. The assessment concluded that the proposed 
use will not result in any significant environmental impact, 
thus a Negative Declaration has been filed. 

In describing the proposed project the applicant has 
stated the following: 

"The principal uses of the premises for our diversi­
fied business will be: 

"l. A tropical fruit processing plant wi
3 lines for producing guava and papaya puree, 
and passion fruit juice. 

th at least 

"2. A jams, jellies, and 
and packing plant. 

preserves manufacturing 

"3. Refrigerated rooms which will house 
quick freeze puree and juices, store 
types of frozen merchandise for inve

fresh 
and h

ntory. 

fruits, 
old all 

"4. Fruit buying and sorting areas. 

"5. Parking areas. 

11 6. Visitor center. 

"7. General offices. 

"To maintain a healthy and progressive program in a 
business such as ours, it is of utmost importance that all of 
our operations be centrally located. This includes our fruit 
processing, manufacturing, wholesaling, and retailing, except 
our fresh fish enterprise. 

"In support of the maximum use of our projected invest­
ment, we feel the following should be given serious consideration: 

"l. It is 15 years since we first started our guava 
puree business. Over the years we gained 
considerable knowledge and experience in fruit 
processing, packaging, and storing. We have 
established a gainful trade to a point where we 
have expanded to processing of other Hawaiian 
fruits as passion fruit and papaya. We are 
confident that the market for processed products 
of these Hawaiian fruits will gain in popularity 
and demand both on the Mainland and the Orient, 
especially in Japan. 
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"2. Of the 3 fruits we process, other than papaya, 
guavas and passion fruits are seasonal with two 
crops each year. Even though papayas are 
available year-round, this crop also has its 
periods of peak and low productions. 

"3. Thus far, the best method of preserving and 
shipping high quality guava and papaya puree, 
and passion fruit juice is by freezing. Our 
operations presently. freezes these products in 
bulk packages, 30 pounds or more per package. 
We plan to continue this type of operation. 
During peak fruit season, processing must be 
accomplished quickly in large volume to accommo­
date farmer's harvesting and to avoid spoilage. 
Therefore, allowance for adequate refrigeration 
space (chill, quick freeze, storage) is most 
essential. 

"4. Experience has proven to us that to achieve a 
profitable return on investment in freezers 
(this includes chill, quick freeze, and storage) 

maximum use of such facilities must be maintained 
at all times. This means that because of the 
seasonal nature of the 3 fruits mentioned, it 
would be impractical for us to operate and maintain 
a refrigeration system solely for our fruit 
processing operations. This will not achieve the 
desired results on even part of our investments. 
It should be noted here that the largest portion 
of what investments we plan to expend in our 
projections will be in refrigeration facilities. 

"5. In order to attain the maximum use of the facilities 
mentioned in item 4 and to achieve our objectives, 
it is imperative that our non-agricultural 
commercial-industrial operations be included in the 
entire complex at the intended site. Furthermore, 
overall efficiency and coordination can be better 
maintained through this centralized system. 

"If possession of the premises becomes a 
reality, we will program our capital improvements 
in increments with priorities given to the most 
important projects. We thank you for your 
assistance, and shall be pleased to answer any 
questions concerning the contents of this letter." 

In support of the request, the petitioner has in part 
stated the following: 
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"l. Since the adoption of the district boundary 
regulations, there has been increasing concern 
throughout the State with respect to the need 
to expand our diversified agriculture base. 
Particularly with problems facing our primary 
agricultural industries, there is a need to 
seek other viable alternatives to utilize our 
valuable agricultural land resources and promote 
agricultural development in the State. 

In recent years, there has been growing interest, 
both in the public and private sectors, in the 
possibilities of expanding the export potentials 
of the local fruit industry. Presently the State 
is in the process of forming an agricultural 

organization specifically for the purposes of 
promoting the local fruit industry. 

We have already seen the development of major 
fruit orchards and processing facilities in 
Kahuku, Oahu. Similar facilities are being planned 
for Kilauea, Kauai. 

The proposed use, would provide a similar processing 
facility for the island of Hawaii. Presently 
there are a few local processors, operating on a 
small scale. However, in order for the industry 
to expand into one that can compete in national 
and international markets, large modern facilities, 
and adequate room for expansion are an economic 
necessity. 

"2. The proposed use would not be contrary to the 
objectives sought to be accomplished by the Land 
Use Law and Regulations. The Land Use Law and 
Regulations are intended to preserve, protect, 
and encourage the development of lands in the State 
for those uses to which they are best suited in 
the interest of the public health and welfare of 
the people in the State of Hawaii. 

The proposed use would directly support these 
objectives in terms of the proposed orchard 
activities, and in terms of providing a processing 
facility which will provide an important support 
function to the orchard use, as well as other 
orchard uses throughout the County. 

Furthermore, the proposed use would be in direct 
support of State policies to promote the diversi­
fied agriculture industry, promote economic growth 
in the Neighbor Islands, and promote developing 
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industries with large employment potentials. 

The proposed use would also promote the County of 
Hawaii General Plan policies by assisting the 
expansion of the agricultural industry, particu­
larly diversified agriculture, and by aiding 
diversification of the economy by strengthening 
an existing industry. 

The proposed use would be in accordance with the 
General Plan recommended cours-e of action to 
encourage manufacturing operations which utilize 
local raw products. 

"3. Major portions of the proposed use, including the 
orchards, and proposed storage and processing 
facilities are directly related to agricultural 
activities. If the processed products were to be 
solely grown on the premises, a Special Use Permit 
would not have been required for these uses. 

It should also be pointed out that the proposed 
visitor facilities, wholesale, retail, and office 
facilities will facilitate and complement the 
proposed agricultural operations. Furthermore, 
consolidated facilities are essential to the 
economic viability of the proposed operations. 

"4. The proposed use will not adversely affect the 
surrounding properties and land uses. Surrounding 
lands are either vacant and undeveloped or in 
agricultural type uses. 

"5. The proposed use will not substantially alter or 
change the essential character of the land and 
the present use. On the contrary, the proposed 
facilities will promote the further development 
of agriculture throughout the County by providing 
a facility to process and market locally grown 
fruits and other products. 

11 6. The proposed use will not unreasonably burden 
public agencies in the provision of public utilities 
and facilities. All essential services and facilities 
required for the proposed use are available to the 
subject site. Water is available. Existing 
roadways are adequate. Waste disposal can be handled 
by the use of cesspools. Existing drainages are 
adequate to accommodate any additional runoff to 
be generated from the proposed use." 
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The County of Hawaii's General Plan Land Use Pattern 
Allocation Guide Map designates the subject area as Orchard. 
The property is also within the Hilo Community Development Plan 
Zone Guide Map Agricultural - 10 acre (A-l0a) designation. The 
property is presently zoned Agriculturai - 10 acres. 

The U. S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation 
Service, Soil Survey shows the subject property to be composed 
of two soil series. Roughly two-thirds (2/3) of the property is 
in the Keaukaha series and is described as Keaukaha extremely 
rocky muck, 6 to 20 percent slopes. This soil is undulating to 
rolling. Rock outcrops occupy about 25 percent of the area. 
The surface layer is about 8 inches thick and is underlain by 
pahoehoe lava. The soil is strongly acid. The soil above the 
lava is rapidly permeable. The pahoehoe lava is slowly permeable 
but the water moves rapidly through the cracks. Runoff is medium 
and the erosion hazard is slight. 

The remainder of the property has Papai extremely 
stony muck, 3 to 25 percent slopes. This soil is similar to the 
Keaukaha soil described above except that it is underlain by Aa 
lava. Permeability is rapid and runoff is slow. 

Upon review of the subject request the U.S.D . A. Soil 
Conservation Service stated, in part, that " ... these soils have 
lava at 10 inches or less, and a qualified soils engineer 
should assist in the design of foundations for buildings. The 
limitation for septic tanks or filter fields for both soils is 
severe due to lava at shallow depths." 

The Land Study Bureau's overall master productivity 
soil rating for agricultural use is Class "E" or Very Poor for 
the subject property. The subject site is not classified as 
Agricultural Lands of Importance to the State of Hawaii by the 
State Department of Agriculture. 

The subject property is vacant of any structures and 
is currently overgrown with ohia, tree ferns, various shrubs, 
vines and grasses. Rainfall averages approximately 150 inches 
annually. 

Most of the area immediately surrounding the subject 
property are similarly undeveloped. The Hale Nani Police Academy 
and some nursery operations are situated in the near vicinity. 

Pertinent comments from governmental agencies: 

1. Department of Water Supply 

The County Department of Water Supply noted that 
water for the proposed development is available from the 8-inch 
waterline along Kealakai Street. 
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2. Department of Public Works 

The County Department of Public Works noted that the 
existing frontage road is County maintained with 18' wide 
pavement width in good condition. 

3. Department of Health 

The State Department of Health noted the following: 

"Following are the environmental health concerns 
and reference public health regulations: 

"1. Sewage 

Chapter 38, 'Sewage treatment and Disposal System.' 

"2. Food Manufacturing 

Chapter 1-A, 'Food Service and Food Establishment 
Sanitation Code.' 

"3. Air Conditioning and Mechanical Ventillation 

Chapter 28, 'Air Conditioning and Ventillating.'" 

Other cooperating agencies, including the Police Depart­
ment, Department of Research and Development, and State Department 
of Agriculture had no objections to the subject permit request. 

At the public hearing held by the Hawaii County Planning 
Commission on February 23, 1978, a representative of the petitioner 
provided testimony in support of the request. Discussion by the 
Planning Commission focused primarily upon the nature and timing of 
the proposed use. No other persons besides the applicant provided 
testimony with regard to the Special Permit. It was moved by the 
Planning Commission that the public hearing be continued for 
the purpose of inspecting the existing facility and obtaining 
further information concerning the proposed use. 

The public hearing was continued by the Hawaii County 
Planning Commission on March 22, 1978. At that time, a representa­
tive of the petitioner was again present to provide clarification 
regarding the Special Permit. Under public testimony, Mr. Tom 
Matsumoto expressed concern regarding the disposal of wastes 
materials from the proposed processing plant. The Commission 
Chairman informed Mr. Matsumoto that the petitioner would be 
required to seek sanitary means for the disposal of plant wastes. 
Also under public testimony, Ms. Linda Dela Cruz, President 
of the Hawaii Guava Producers Association, spoke in favor of the 
proposal, as it would improve guava and other fruit processing 
capabilities in the Hilo area. No other persons spoke with 
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regard to the Special Permit. For the Commission's information, 
the hearing transcript for February 23, 1978, and March 22, 1978 
have been attached. 

On April 13, 1978, the Planning Commission voted to 
recommend approval of the Special Permit to the Land Use Commission 
based on the following findings: 

"1. That the proposed use will not be contrary to 
the objectives sought to be accomplished by 
the State Land Use Law and Regulations. The 
intent of these statutory provisions is to 
preserve, protect and encourage the development 
of lands in the State for those uses to which 
they are best suited in the interest of the 
public health and welfare of the people of 
Hawaii. In the case of the Agricultural District, 
the intent is to preserve lands of high agricul­
tural potential for agricultural uses. The 
purpose of the subject request is to allow the 
establishment of a processing plant for fruits 
such as guava and lilikoi . The proposed use 
would directly support regional agricultural 
activities, in this particular case orchard crops. 
The proposed use is intended to service farmers 
in the area by buying, processing and marketing 
their products. An integral aspect of agricul­
ture is the distribution of the product from the 
grower to the consumer. The proposed use would 
provide this essential link . As such, it will 
benefit the overall agricultural use of other 
lands in the region and will further the 
objectives of the Land Use Law and Regulations. 

Further, the subject property is classified as 
'E' or very poor by the Land Study Bureau and 
is not considered by the Department of Agriculture 
as lands of agricultural importance to the 
State of Hawaii . The use of such lands for 
supportive agricultural facilities in an accessi­
ble area will not increase pressures to convert 
lands with high agricultural potential to non­
agricultural uses. In addition, the petitioner 
intends to utilize the remainder of the parcel for 
fruit orchards. 

"2. That the proposed use will further the State and 
the County's policy of encouraging and supporting 
agricultural activities, inasmuch as it is an 
essential agricultural support facility. Approval 
of the subject request will also directly 
implement the County General Plan. The General 
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Plan Economic Element explicit_xly states that 
the County shall assist the expansion of the 
agricultural industry, especially diversified 
agriculture. The Economic Element also calls 
for the diversification of the County's 
economy. The establishment of the fruit 
processing plant is in concert with these 
General Plan policies in that it would provide 
essential support services for one form of 
diversified agriculture. 

It should also be pointed out that an increasing 
amount of land is being put into fruit orchard 
and that there is a need for a processing facility 
for the fruit growers. In add~tion to those 
cultivating fruits, there are also persons 
gathering wild fruit and contributing to the 
quantity of processable fruit. 

"3. That although there will be come alteration of the 
existing character of the land, such alteration 
is not expected to adversely affect surrounding 
properties. The subject property is currently 
vacant. 

Surrounding lands are primarily used for agri­
culture. Adverse effects from the proposed use 
will be mitigated through existing rules, 
regulations and requirements. In addition, the 
petitioner intends to utilize a portion of the 
adjacent area for orchard. 

"4. That the proposed use will not unreasonably 
burden public agencies to provide facilities 
and services. All essential services and 
facilities are available to the subject site. 
In addition, approval of the subject request 
would allow the petitioner to relocate portion 
of an existing facility from an area which is 
now heavily congested. Relocation of the 
existing facility to the area under consideration 
will not involve the provision of addition 
services than are now needed." 

For the Commission's information, the minutes of the 
April 13, 1978 have been attached (County Exhibit CC). 

The favorable recommendation was subject to the 
following conditions: 

-9-



"1. That the effective date of the Special Permit 
shall be upon approval of the Board of Land 
and Natural Resources to lease the subject area, 
but in no event not more than 3 years from the 
SLUC's action. 

"2. That the use of the subject area shall be limited 
to the processing of fruits and the sale of 
products processed on the premises. Office use 
within the proposed facility shall be ancillary 
to the fruit processing activities. 

"3. That the petitioner or its authorized representa­
tive shall submit plans to the Planning Department 
for preliminary plan approval within one (1) 
year from the effective date of the Special Permit. 

"4. That construction of the proposed facilities shall 
commence within one (1) year from the receipt of 
final plan approval and shall be completed within 
two (2) years thereafter. 

"5. That the petitioner shall submit a metes and 
bounds description of the 2.8+ acre area to the 
Planning Department prior to the receipt of final 
plan approval. 

11 6. That all other applicable rules and regulations, 
including those of the Department of Health, shall 
be complied with." 

It was further stated by the Planning Commission that: 
"Should any of the foregoing conditions not be met, the Special 
Permit may be deemed null and void." 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

HEARING TRANSCRIPT 
February 23, 1978 

A regularly advertised public hearing, on the application of 
Suisan Company, Ltd., was called to order at 3:59 p . m. in the 
Councilroom, County Building, South Hilo, Hawaii, by Chairman 
William F . Mielcke. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: Shigeru Fujimoto 
Lorraine R.Jitchaku J. Walsh Hanley 
Haruo Murakami 
Bert H. Nakano Quirino Antonio, 
Alfredo Orita representing Ex­
William J. Paris, Jr. officio Member 
Charles Sakamoto Akira Fujimoto 

David Murakami, 
Duane Kanuha, Deputy Planning Director reprsenting Ex­
Norman Hayashi, Planner officio Member 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner Ed,·rnrd Harada 
Keith Kato, Planner Corporation Counsel 

and about 6 people in attendance 

CHAIRMAN: We'll proceed with our agenda, Item Number 4. Public 
hearing on the application of Suisan Company, Ltd., for a Special 
Permit to allow the establishment of a fruit processing plant with 
retail sales facilities on 2 . 8~ acres of land situated within the 
State Land Use Agricultural District. The property involved is 
located along the northeastern side of Kealakai Street, approximately 
3,200 feet from Stainback Highway in the Puna direction, Pctnaewa 
Farm Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, TMK: 2-4-49:21 and 22. 
Staff? 

KATO: (Presented background information on file.) 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Keith, Would you clarify on the first 
page on the bottom, there is a quote, "By this letter, we are 
authorizing the Suisan Company, Limited, to sign as applicant for the 
Special Use Permit. We would like to point out, however, that this by 
no means implies that Suisan Company, Limited, will have any preference 
to the proposed lease of the property, as the lease must be offered 
at public auction." In other words, they have authorization to go 
ahead and pursue the application, but there's no assurance that they're 
actually going to get the parcel, property? 

KATO: That's correct. 

EX!' BIT 0 



CHAIRMAN: Okay, Commissioners, any questions of the-. 
• 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Murakami. 

MURAKAMI: Keith, can you tell me, you know, why this property 
is classed as Agricultural Class E. 

HAYASHI: Mr. Chairman, perhaps I can answer that question. 
As far as the classification E or very poor, that's determined by 
the Land Study Bureau which is now a defunct agency of the State. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Commissioners, any further questions of 
the staff? I'd like to at this time call the applicant or a 
representative of the applicant forward. I'll swear you in please~ 
Will you raise your right hand. Do ·you swear to tell the truth 
and nothing but the truth on this matter now before the Hawaii 
County Planning Commission? 

UMAMOTO: I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Will you please be seated and state your name into 
the microphone. 

UMAMOTO~ My names is Charles Umamoto. I'm representing Suisan 
Company. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Urnarnoto. The question that I think I 
raised originally is that you have authorization to go ahead and 
proceed with the Special Use Permit, however it is understood that 
you will not have any preference in the proposed lease of the property 
and that the property is going to be leased at public auction? 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Any comments that you would like to make 
concerning the background report on the application. 

UMAMOTO: I'd like to add several things. First of all, Suisan 
Company, as was stated, has been in the food processing busiuess 
for probably 15, 16 years. At our present operation facility which 
is about 2 acres, we find it extremely difficult to operate within 
that 2 acres. In fact, last year the FDS came in and really wrote 
us up for a sizeable amount to make improvements there; and because 
of the relative closeness to the airport runway, there are several 
restrictions as far as building of a new, putting up a new building. 
So we are presently looking for new areas. And tonight I'll be 
here also to represent Suisan for the variance on the Kumau Street 
property which we are thinking about investing $400,000 in a freezer 
on the Kurnau Street pro}:->·~rty there. 

But this year, this corning year, we have 400 acres of guava that 
private farmers are going to be harvesting and we find it that if 
the trend keeps up where people are going to start growing more 
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guava, lilikoi, and papaya, we have to have the area t~ process 
these fruits. I'm also working with the County Research and Develop­
ment on a short-term basis. We're looking at an area probably in 
the old Inter-island airport as a place to receive and sort guavas 
and papayas and lilikoi because we can't do that at our present site. 
It's too congested. That's about it. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Umamoto. Members of the Commission, 
do you have any questions of the representative of the applicant? 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Murakami? 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Umamoto, right now where are you folks located 
at, at the old Koksui Building? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, at 1965 Kam Avenue, down along the airport 
runway, next to Ebesuzaki's. 

CHAirur.LAN: Right next to the runway. 

MURAKAMI: I see. What's the square area you are using at 
present? 

UMAMOTO: I believe it's about a little over 2 acres. 

MURAKAMI: Over 2 acres. I'm talking about the building where 
you're processing these foods, the area. You're using the full 
2 acres . 

UMAMOTO: No, no. We're using about, new you have to understand 
that we have a frozen food operation there and also in the same 
area we have a jams and jellies processing plant and a puree 
processing plant. As far as the fruit processing, we have about 
or we use about half the area . 

MURAKAMI: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Members of the Commission, any further questions 
of the applicant? Commissioner Paris? 

PARIS: In other words, this new area is going to be strictly 
for your food processing area, not those other facilities? I'm 
just thinking you said 2 acres is not enough and this is 2.8 acres, 
so this is not much of an increase, but you won't have the height 
limitations out there, I guess? 

UMAMOTO: In Panaewa, yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Staff, did you have any questions? 

HAYASHI: Mr. Chairman, I have several questions, and I'll go 
one by one. 

First of all, according to your application, you'll have a visitors 
center. What is proposed within the visitors center and where will 
it be situated? I don't see it on the map there. 



CHAIRMAN: 
all right. 

Mr. Umamoto, if you'd like to go up to the map, it's 

UMAMOTO: 
would be for 

It would be located here. 
our office use and another po

A por
rtion 

tion of this building 
for the retail. 

HAYASHI: Okay, the next question is, also in your application 
you stated that you'll have general offices, can you sort of clarify 
that? Will that be directly related only to the activity on the 
property? 

UMAMOTO: Just by saying general offices would be related to 
whatever operation we have on the property, yes. 

HAYASHI: So you don't intend to have a doctor's office or 
anything else like that? 

UMAMOTO: No, no. 

HAYASHI: Okay, also in your application you said that you'll 
have retail and wholesale activities, would these activities be 
only for those products produced or processed on the premise? 

UMAMOTO: Well,if, when we ' re talking about wholesaling, 
again, it uepends largely on, wait a minute . Norman, could you 
repeat the question. 

HAYASHI : Okay, in other words, your commercial activity there, 
would it be only for those products which are processed on the 
premise or would you be getting or selling fish or something else 
from that property? 

UM.AMOTO: Well, as stated in the report that the staff gave , 
we find that with the freezer operation, because the tropical fruits, 
because it's a seasonal thing, to make the investment pay for itself, 
we will have to probably later on, bring in our frozen foods operation 
there. We don't know yet. 

HAYASHI: So that goes to my next question where in your applica-
tion, you say store and hold all types of frozen merchandise for 
investory, that means under this particular application, do you 
intend to eventually sell frozen foods like shrimps or whatever? 

UMAMOTO: I believe so, yes. 

HAYASHI: So that's part of your application here today? 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 

HAYASHI: Okay, the next question is, you said that you'll be 
using the remaining area for guava and lilikoi farming, do you have 
any timetable as to when you'll go into planting? 

UMAMOTO: As far as planting goes, if we can get the bid at 
the auction, then I would say within six months or so . 
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HAYASHI: That's all I have, thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Hayashi. Commissioners? 

MURAKAMI: Yes, I'd like to further the question as far as 
the frozen foods . I know you folks have a variance on Waiake a 
for storage, what is that storage going to be? They had said 
storage but they didn't say specifically what the storage was for, 
so now you mention you're going to use this area for frozen ~torage. 

UMAMOTO: Well, first of all I'd like to say that the Company's 
immediate goal is to put up a cold storage at Kumau Street. The 
reason for this , we find that we have to put up a cold storage to 
take care of the summer fruits that are coming in . Now, when the 
puree is processed, it has to be frozen. Our inventory has to be 
frozen and this year, we're projecting, as far as guava goes, 
about 2 1/2 million pounds of finished product. And in the past, 
what we've been doing is that we can't keep up with the demands, 
so we've been processing the fruits, freezing the fruits , and 
shipping it out . Also, the freezer on Kumau Stree t will be used 
for the frozen, a portion will be used for frozen foods because we 
have to overhaul some of the free~ers we have on our present site. 

MURAKAMI: But now you're claiming that because when you 
process puree at this present facility, it's not enough because you 
say you have to freeze it after the finished product, with this 
building you're suppose to be able to store enough, right? 

UMAMOTO: With the Kumau Street one? 

MURAKAMI: We're talking about the processed product, finished . 
product. 

UMAMOTO: Yes, you know, first of all this Panaewa thing is 
a long-range planning for the company. We've been looking for 
industrial areas within Hilo and find it ext~emely difficult t o 
get, basic~lly because Hawaiian Homes owns most of the land there 
which is zoned industrial; and working with agricultural products 
as most of you know, that we're working with an item which brings 
in very small profits . For instance, we may purchase the guQva 
at 9 cents a pound, we process the fruit, we get 60 percent return 
on the fruit and we sell it for 19 cents a pound. So as you can 
see, working with agricultural products, you're talking about a 
large investment and small return. Therefore, we can't afford to go 
into Hawaiian Hornes' lands because basically the rental is too high. 

MURAKAMI: But primarily you're coming for this Special Permit 
for processing and storage and freezing or cooling of the finished 
product, right? 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 

MURAK.2\.MI: Okay. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, t.hank you, Commissioner Murakami. 

JITCHAI<U: Just one comment, Mr. Chairman? 

https://MURAK.2\.MI


CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Jitchaku. 

JITCHAKU: Charles, then we're talking about your long-range 
plans for the company and your expanding it, you're essentially 
looking for phasing out of your present facilities then, near the 
airport because of its condition? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, because of its conditions, really because as 
we found that the building is being held up by termites holding 
their hands together and the minute they start releasing, that 
thing is going to start collapsing. But at that present site, 
even if we were to tear down the old building, it would not be 
economical for us to rebuild there because of the certain require­
ments. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you. Any further que~tions? 

KANUHA: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Deputy Director. 

KANUHA: Charlie, I had a couple of questions that were some-
what along the line of what Commissioner Jitchaku had previously 
hinted at and perhaps as a matter of information, would you be 
able to tell the Commission at this time what the advantages from 
a business standpcint would be to locating a facility such as 
you're applying for at this distance away from the comme~cial or 
industrial hub of the City of Hilo? 

UMA.-1'1OTO: Well, first of all, like I said before, if you, the 
County or whoever could find us land closer to our present operational 
site, we'd be very happy to consider the thing. But again, like I 
explained, we can't afford the type of lease that Hawaiian Homes is 
going to ask for. As far as the operations, hauling our products 
from the wharf to Panaewa, we find that as far as the PUC rate goes, 
it's the same as our present facility now. 

KANUI-IA: By the way you responded to that particular question, 
I'm assuming that you folks have looked at other alternative sites 
before finally selecting on this particular site, is that correct? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, basically because we tried looking and we can't 
find an area which fits our total needs. By this I mean that if 
the Company is going to invest such a large sum into moving this 
operation we can't be moving it, taking a chance that we might move 
to an area which we find out 10, 15 years from now it's too small. 

KANUHA: Okay, Charlie, the last question that I had was what 
kind of time frame are you talking about as far as the operations 
that you are presently proposing. In other words, would it be 
reasonable to asswne that at some point in the future, if this 
particular operation, if it's approved, is very successful, would 
there be or are you contemplating future expansion at this particular 
site? · 

UMAMOTO: Expansion, what do you mean by expansion, more than 
the 2.8 acres that ~e're asking for? 



KANUHA: Both in the produce, the lilikoi and the guava and 
the structural kinds of improvements. 

UMAMOTO: Well, as much as possible, we would rather have farmers 
grow the fruits. The main reason we're asking for so many acres to 
grow our own agricultural products is that the farmers now aren't 
getting into growing lilikoi; and being that lilikoi is a fruit that 
blends well with other type of drinks, we're getting so much orders 
in that we have to seek an area to plant this ourselves . But as 
far as expansion on the processing and by all means if the business 
progresses like we are projecting, by all means maybe 5 years after, 
10 years, we won't know. · 

KANUHA: Ok~y, thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Commissioners, any further questions or 
staff? Mr. Umamoto, this is a public hearing, I'll ask you to take 
a seat in the audience and we will invite anyone from the audience 
who would like to testify either for or against, or would like to 
comment on this application to please indicate so by raising their 
hand. No? 

Okay, Members of the Commission, this is a request for a Special 
Permit. The Commission's role in this is advisory or adjudicatory. 
Our duties are to conduct the public hearing which, of course, 
will afford the Commission to receive information from the staff 
and from the petitioner. We take public testimonies, but there 
was no public testimony today. Our voting will be, this afternoon, 
either to continue the public hearing or to close the public hearing. 
If the public hearing is closed, well, we cannot take any action 
on this application for 15 days. What is your pleasure? 

MURAKAMI: .Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Murakami? 

MURAKAMI: I move for continuing the public hearing, that we 
go on a field trip and see the plant so that we know more or l ess 
what we are deciding on, you know, whether to send a favorable 
recommendation on the Special Permit or not. I have doubts in 
my mind as far as the processing plant. 

CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Commissioner Murakami that we 
continue the public hearing to allow time for a field trip to 
the area. Is there a second to that motion? 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman, wben I say area, I'm noy speaking in terms 
of the proposed area, the existing processing plant. 

CHAIRMAN: To the existing processing plant, I'm sorry, I 
misunderstood you. 

JITCHAKU: I have a question. 

CHAIRMAN: Question. 
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JITCHAKU: I'm just wondering , if we do close the public hearing, 
we still can go to the s1te and I recollect we may be able to discuss 
this particular application if it pertains to, anything pertaining 
to it at the next meeting . So I was just wondering if you still want 
to defer the meeting , Commissioner Murakami . 

MURAKAMI : Yes, but the point I'm asking is that if you close 
the public hearing , we cannot ask questions after the, because you 
cannot take any testimony right? 

CHAIR.lvIAN: Yes, for clarification, once the public hearing is 
closed, we will only clarify any testimony that has been given here 
today thus far , and any point of clarification concerning the 
application . 

There is a motion to continue the public hearing. Is there a second 
on the motion to continue the public hearing? 

SAKAMGTO: I second the motion, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Commissioner Murakami and 
seconded by Commissioner Sakamoto that we continue the public 
hearing for the purpose of one making a field trip to the existing 
operation, is that correct, Commissioner Murakami? 

J.lfilRAKAMI: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: And to afford the Commission an opportunity to 
obtain further information concerning the application. 

PIIANAIA: Is there a date? Are you talking about continuing 
it to the next Hilo meeting? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Murakami ? 

MURAKAMI : Yes, okay, set the time for the next Hilo meeting. 

CHAIRMAN: All right, for the clarification on the motion, 
Commissioner Murakami is moving that we continue the public hearing 
to our next scheduled Hilo meeting for the purpose of inspecting 
the existing facility and obtaining further information concerning 
this application for a Special Permit. Commissioner Sakamoto, is 
that your understanding on your second? 

SAKAMOTO: Yes. 

HAYASHI : Mr. Chairman, I have one question of the applicant 
at this time. Charlie? 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto, would you come forwar0 please. 

HAYASHI: Has the date of the auction been set? 

JITCHAKU: I was going to ask that question to the staff. 

UMAMOTO: As far as the date of the auction, that would be 
determined by Planning -



HAYASHI: It would be after a decision has been made by this 
body and subsequently the State Land Use Commission? 

UMAMOTO : Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, for clarification purposes, the question had 
to do with the date. Okay, did you all understand the question 
Mr. Hayashi questioned and the response? 

All right, there is a motion on the floor -

MURAKAMI : Mr. Chairman, before we take a vote, maybe you should 
ask the applicant if he can accommodate us . 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto, Commissioner Murakami asked if you would 
be willing to accommodate us by an inspection of your present facility. 

UMAMOTO: All of you? 

CHAIR1v'!..AN: All of us. 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN : Thank you. Yes , they would Commissioner Murakami . 
I'd like to take a roll call vote on this. 

KATO: (Took a roll call vote.) 

Seven ayes, motion carries. 

CHAIRMAN : Okay, Mr. Umamoto the public hearing is being continued. 
We will advise you accordingly, or we will request a time that will 
be suitable to you when the Commission can make a field trip to your 
existing facility and your application will come up at our next 
scheduled meeting in Hilo which is tentatively set for March 22nd. 

PIIANAIA: I would suggest that perhaps we can try to work it 
into the morning of that meeting . 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, I think that will be fine, Ilima . Okay, thank 
you Mr. Uiilamoto. 

The Chair proceeded to the next public hearing at 4:40 p.m . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon M. Nomura 
Secretary 

A T T E S T : 

William F. Mielcke 
Chairman, Planning Commission 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

HEARING TRANSCRIPT 
March 22, 1978 

A regularly advertised public hearing, on the application of Suisan 
Company, Ltd., was called to order at 7:31 p.m. in the Councilroom, 
County Building, South Hilo, Hawaii, by Chairman William F. Mielcke. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke 
J. Walsh Hanley 

ABSENT : Shigeru Fujimoto 

Lorraine R. Jitchaku Ex-officio Member 
Haruo Murakami 
Bert H. Nakano 

Akira Fujimoto 

Alfredo Orita 
William J. Paris, Jr. 
Charles H. Sakamoto 

Sidney M. Fuke, Director 
Norman Hayashi, Planner 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
William Moore, Planner 

David Murakami, representing Ex-officio Member, Edward 
Harada 

Roxanna Garcia, Assistant Corporation Counsel 

and about 6 people in attendance 

CHAIRMAN: We' 11 move on to I tern three .on the agenda. 
Continuation of a public hearing on the application of Suisan 
Company, Ltd. for a Special Permit to allow the establishment 
of a fruit processing plant with retail sales facilities on 
2.8+ acres of land situated within the State Land Use Agri­
cultural District. The property involved is located along the 
northeastern side of Kealakai Street, approximately 3,200 feet 
from Stainback Highway in the Puna direction, Panaewa Farm 
Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, TMK: 2-4-49:21 and 22. 
Staff, there is no need to read the background information, 
is there? 

PIIANAIA: No, because this was just continuing the hearing 
to obtain additional information. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, we visited the existing building this 
morning and saw their operation and what they were trying to 
accomplish. Do you have any questions that you'd like to ask 
of the staff on their background report? 

H. MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

EXHIB IT U 



CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Murakami? 

H. MURAKAMI: There's one clarification. Maybe Ilima can clarify. . · 
for me. When you say the 2.8 acres under consideration, and yet 
you have over here, "adjoining lots comprising 20.486 acres'', can· 
you give me some idea as to where this 20. so many acres came? 

PIIANAIA: Okay, if you look at the presentation maps, Commis-
sioner Murakami, you'll notice that there are two lots involved 
in this petition. The request is to essentially establish the 
requested uses on 2.8 acres of these total two lots area. The 
petitioner is asking to establish 7 acres of one of the parcels 
in lilikoi and 10.243 acres of the entire second parcel in guava. 

H. MURAKAMI: Can you tell me if the two lots, they are the owners 
or whether that is a leased property or whether they're planning 
to lease or-? 

PIIANAIA: No, this property is owned by the State of Hawaii 
and essentially they will have to bid for these lands when the 
State puts it up for auction. There is no guarantee that the 
petitioner would be able to secure these lands for the proposed 
use because it does have to go to public auction. 

CHAIRMAN: They did have approval from the State to proceed 
with the applications? 

PIIANAIA: Yes, yes they did. 

JITCHAKU: So actually, we're really not considering the 
10 acres and the 7 acres for farming because that's already -

PIIANAIA: Yes, essentially the petition is for the 2.8 
acres to cover the processing plant. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, Commissioners, any further questions of the 
staff? If there are no questions of the staff, I would like to 
invite the applicant or a representative of the applicant to 
come forward. I'll have to swear you in. Do you swear to tell 
the truth and nothing but the truth on this matter now before 
the Hawaii County Planning Commission? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Would you please be seated and state your name 
into the microphone. 

UMAMOTO: Charles Umamoto. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mr. Umamoto, do you have anything to 
add to the staff's background report for the benefit of the 
Commission? 

U~1AMOTO: No, I think at this time, from last month's public 
hearing and this afternoon's visit by the CoIT~issioners to 
our operation, we covered about everything. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you, Mr. Umamoto. Commissioners, do 
you have any questions of the applicant's representative? 
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JITCHAKU: I have one question, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Jitchaku. 

JITCHAKU: Charles, recently the Commissioners approved your 
freezer space down at Kalanianaole, I'm not sure if this was 
brought up at the preliminary hearing, but is the Company going 
to retain that portion down on Kalanianaole where your new site, 
your new freezing storage space will be? 

UMAMOTO : Yes, we are. Now, the problem here, I think it 
was brought up at last month's public hearing that Suisan's intent 
was far as future growth concerns, now the Kumau Street cold 
storage warehouse facility, we're programming that as a short­
range , we need it for this coming year's fruit crop; and that's 
why we're going ahead and try and get it completed by August. 

JITCHAKU: Oh, I stand corrected too. That was a cold storage 
and not a freezer. So you probably could use that for your other 
businesses, too, or something like that. 

UMAMOTO : Right, right. But Panaewa,again, is a long-range 
program. Now it's not necessarily that it's going to be completed 
in five years. We really don't know . But we're looking for an 
area where we can target our future expansion, too. 

JITCHAKU: Yes, another question~ I was curious to see that 
and I understand there's a lot of farmers on the island that cultivate 
guavas and how many farmers do you buy your guavas from, or how .. 
many growers is there right now? - · 

UMAMOTO: Gee, I'm really not sure. I think Mrs. Dela Cruz 
mentioned something to you today . I would imagine about 40 or 
50 farmers who are raising cultivated guavas; in other words, 
not wild guavas. 

JITCHAKU: So there's a lot that you probably _would be able 
to service, but couldn't with your limited areas now that you 
probably couldn't purchase all the guavas that your plant could 
take then? 

UMAMOTO: Right. There's a lot of farmers who are interested 
not only in raising guavas, but also lilikoi. But they really don't 
want to invest their money or their time to get into something like 
that because they realize that we cannot handle all the fruits. 

JITCHAKU: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Sakamoto. 

SAKAMOTO: Going back to Lorraine's question, I just want to ask 
if this thing is okayed, how many employees? You're going to increase 
your employees? 

UMAMOTO: Well, I think so. You know, like I said, it's 
a long-range plan and if it's five years from now we go ahead 
and move our entire operation there, the whole project might be 
two, three million dollars by that time. Right now, we employ 
about 65 employees, and I'm sure with a new facility such as 
this, there is going to be need for more hiring. 
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CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Murakami? 

H. MURAKAMI : Charlie, I understand that you're going to use 
2.8 acres for your facilities , the rest of the acreage, are 
you folks going to plant papaya or guava or something in that 
nature on the rest of the land in the event you folks have the 
thing? 

UMAMOTO: In the 2.8 acres? 

H. MURAKAMI: No . I'm talking about besides the 2.8 acres 
because we're talking about 20.486 acres. Out of the 2.8 
acres is the one that you're going to put a plant on. 

UMAMOTO: Right, the other 17 or 18, let me see , 22 acres, 
so the other 19 acres or so would be for agricultural products. 
When I submitted the proposal, I set aside for guavas like that 
but I think if we get the land we probably will stick to strictly 
lilikoi right now. I'm not sure yet, you see , it depends on the 
market . 

H. MURAKAMI: But what I'm trying to find out is whether you folks 
are going to do the actual planting and the rest of the 

CHAIRMAN : Are you going into the farming business? 

UMAMOTO: Well , originally we had intended to do that , but 
right now we're trying to work out a program where we can work with 
some farmers, have them invest some money in this project and 
raise the fruits for us. 

H. MURAKAMI : Okay, thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioners, any further questions of -

UMAMOTO: Mr. Chairman, may I add something? 

CHAIRMAN: Surely, Mr. Umamoto, go ahead . 

UMAMOTO: Pertaining to Commissioner Murakami's last question, 
Suisan as much as possible, does not want to go into the farming 
business. 

H. MURAKAMI: Excuse me, maybe I should clarify myself . One is 
because of the fact that the property itself is considered agri­
cultural and if you have agricultural products growing , you can 
put your facility over there, this is why . 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Yes, Ms. Piianaia. 

PIIANAIA: I just want to clarify once again the Special 
Permit, Charlie, that you're requesting, you know, when we first 
held this hearing, you talked about if it were approved, eventual 
long-range plans which might include the frozen foods division and 
things like that. Under this Special Permit application, you're 
only asking for uses related to the food products? Cause you're 
asking for the processing, promotion, wholesaling, and retailing 
of the food products. This was brought up and I'd just like to 
clarify it once more . 
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UMAMOTO: I think when we applied with the Special Permit, 
we were talking about wholesaling. Eventually, hopefully, we 
can move our entire operation up into this area and not just 
strictly food processing. 

PIIANAIA: But under this Special Permit, you're not asking 
for the entire operation or are y~u? 

UMAMOTO: Right now, for the 2.8 acres basically agriculturally. 
We might come in later on and pull something, but you know. 

CHAIRMAN: The application, Mr. Urnamoto, is to allow the 
establishment of a fruit processing plant with retail sales 
facilities on 2.8~ acres. 

UMAMOTO: Right, right. It's just strictly, in other words, 
it's strictly,we're asking for a Special Permit for the fruit 
processing. The frozen foods was brought up at the last public 
hearing and I don't know -

PIIANAIA: It's just a point that we would like clarified for 
the record. 

CHAIRMAN: Oka, so there is then no misunderstandings, your 
application for a Special Permit on behalf of Suisan is for the 

-establishment of a fruit processing plant with the retail sales 
facilities on 2.8~ acres . 

UMAMOTO : Yes. 

CHAIRMAN : Fine. Commissioners, any further questions of 
Mr. Urnamoto? Mr. Urnarnoto, this is a continuation of a public 
hearing, so we will be inviting members from the audience t o 
testify. We'd like to ask that you remain in the audience in 
case there's some questions that come up that we'd like to ask 
you to respond to. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this is a public hearing on the application 
of Suisan, Ltd. for a Special Permit. The Chair at this time would 
like to invite any of your from the audience who would like to 
testify either for or against this application to please indicate 
so . Yes, the gentlemen in the blue jacket in the back row, if 
you'd come forward please . I'll have to swear you in. Do you 
swear to tell the truth and nothing but the truth on this application 
now before the Hawaii County Planning Commission? 

MATSUMOTO: I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Would you be seated and state your name into the 
microphone. 

MATSUMOTO: My name is Torn Matsumoto. I'm a leaseholder right 
across the proposed area that he's talking about. First of all, 
I want to ask, · if he's not planning to develop all 20 acres, why 
is he asking for 20 acres; and of the 2.7 acres of that shaded area, 
is he going to make the plant all at the same time and if so what 
he's going to do with the waste disposal materials? You know, like 
papaya processing plants, they have a stench. I have a residence 
there and want to know what his intentions are as far as taking 
care of all that wastes. 
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CHAIRMAN: Okay, Mr. Matsumoto, was that your only questions? 

MATSUMOTO: Yes, that's basically it. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto, would ·you care to respond to the 
question of how you intend to dispose of the waste now? I'll 
ask you to please come up to the table and speak into the 
microphone as we are taping the proceedings this evening. 

UMAMOTO: As far as the waste disposal, we probably intend 
to haul away the waste as you sort of observed today unless the 
engineers that we're working with can come up with something else. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto, I think in the course of our tour today, 
M~. Matsuno said that you are investigating specific uses for the 
waste materials and uses of the by-products of the processing and 
that was part of your long-range plans to proceed some economic 
use for that. 

UMAMOTO: Right. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, but you presently, you don't know what-? 

UMAMOTO: No, we really don't know what we're going to do . 

CHAIRMAN: ... what sites he's going to make available to you 
for that purpose at this time? 

UMAMOTO: Right. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, Mr. Matsumoto, I have a feeling that that 
doesn't really fully answer your question. I think they're talking 
about five years from now and that there may be technological 
improvements to the equipment and different uses for the by-products 
of the processing. In the Commission's tour of the existing 
facilities today, Mr. Matsuno did say that that was one of their 
considerations and something that they were looking into. Yes, 
Mr. Sakamoto. 

SAKAMOTO: One question for Mr. Matsumoto. I want to know 
where his home is located and the distance from the location of 
his plant. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Matsumoto, would you come up to the map please 
and point out your residence and if you could tell us approximately 
how far you are from the site of the proposed plant? 

MATSUMOTO: Yes, this is my lot here. My home is right across 
here. This is the right-of-way going across. See, my home situates 
right here. I have a big investment in this place, so I want to 
know what they plan to do with the wastes. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Matsumoto, I might ask you while you're up, 
are you involved in agriculture? 

MATSUMOTO: Yes, I have a nursery right in this area which 
we're developing right·now. You see, I have a large investment 
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right across 
across here. 

here. We're building a tissue culture lab right 

CHAIRMAN: You're building, I'm sorry? 

MATSUMOTO: A tissue culture lab. 

CHAIRMAN: Tissue culture lab. 

MATSUMOTO: Yes. So I have a big investment here; and since 
I'm living here on the premises, I would like to know what they're 
going to do with the wastes because I'm going to be there seven 
days a week. They're going to be there five days a week. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, I can only say to you, Mr. Matsumoto, that 
Mr. Umamoto said that he can't tell you exactly what's going to 
happen five years from now and I can only reiterate what Mr. Matsuno 
told the Commission today is that that is a concern of theirs 
and they're looking at utilizing the waste in some economic ways 
and also they have concerns so it _will not be offensive to the 
neighbors. 

UMAMOTO: Excuse me, maybe I can clarify. Mr. Matsumoto, 
presently we're hauling the waste products away daily, twice a 
day from our present operation. I mean, it's not going to be 
left there overnight or for weeks. 

H. MURAKAMI: In other words, Mr. Matsumoto, I think because of 
the fact that this involves food, I think they have to meet 
certain requirements of the Board of Health regulations and I 
don't think they would dump anything around the place. 

MATSUMOTO: No, no, well, my concern basically is since I'm 
there seven days a week, I have to tolerate the smell or whatever 
that, you know, at night maybe the wind blows the other way to the 
people down in the lower section, you know. My concern is that, 
one of them. Yes. 

SAKAMOTO: Mr. Matsumoto, since you said about the wind, 
where does the direction always come from anyway? 

MATSUMOTO: Basically, during the evening it blows mountain 
to ocean, basically. That's during the evening now. So right 
now there's nothing there so we don't know; and there's nobody 
below here, there's somebody up above me but in the nursery 
business, somebody below me is also in the nursery business. So 
as far as within that area, there's nothing that they can complain 
about. 

JITCHAKU: I have a question. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Jitchaku. 

JITCHAKU: Tom, I hate to be naive, but what is tissue cultiva-
tion? 

- 7 -



MATSUMOTO: You see, tissue culture is a septic means of 
propagating plant material. One of the areas that we have to 
have is we have to build a lab that has to be so-called bacteria 
free; and contamination is the biggest problem that we have in 
tissue culture. Now, if they're going to build a plant here and 
it's not, you know, bacteria is microscopic, it can filter to my 
area. If I have contamination in my investment here, I'm a small 
man now, so I have a big investment in here, so I can't have that 
contamination coming over. 

JITCHAKU: Thank you • . I know there's a piggery somewhere 
around there, is that the same area as you are or is it makai 
of Volcano road? Where's the Miyashiro Farm? 

MATSUMOTO: Wait, I'm trying to locate myself. Okay, Miyashiro 
is up here, and then Ha has a chicken farm up here. 

JITCHAKU: Okay, thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Hanley. 

HANLEY: I have a question for Tom. How big is your property 
there, Tom? 

MATSUMOTO: Ten acres, 10.008, I think. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Okay, thank you, Mr. Matsumoto. 
Mr. Umamoto, if you'll again remain with us. 

Ma'am, I think you raised your hand to testify. Okay, would you 
raise your right hand please and I'll swear you in. Do you swear 
to tell the truth and nothing but the truth on this matter now 
before the Hawaii County Planning Commission? 

DELA CRUZ: I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Would you please be seated and state your name 
into the microphone. 

DELA CRUZ: I'm Mrs. Linda Dela Cruz. I'm president of the 
Hawaii Guava Producers Association. We do business with Suisan 
Company, where he's located now; and we've had problems of taking 
our fruits to his place because it is very congested. Last year 
when we harvested our fruits and took it to the plant, we lined 
up, you were there today; and if you remember where they were bull­
dozing the next property to Suisan, we lined up over there 25, 30 
cars and waited our turns to go in and drop off our fruits. This 
past harvest period, it just ended about a month ago, that property 
was off limits to all the farmers and therefore we had to park our 
cars on the main highway. And that really was a hazard to all the 
farmers. We waited outside and going into the parking area where 
we drop off our fruits, we can have only two cars at a time or 
one car. And even to turn around in there, turn our trucks around 
to get the backside of our trucks facing the scales where we 
can drop off the fruits was very hazardous. 

J. 
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And we have asked the State DPED from Honolulu to come over and 
look over the problems at the plant because we had a hard time 
delivering our fruits . We had two researchers up here last year 
to see how they could eliminate the problem and help us. We 
were thinking of using the airport facilities for dropping off 
our fruits, but that would take such a long ~ime. 

So when Suisan came out with this plan, I think they had this 
plan in the making for about two, maybe more years , - I'm not 
sure, but when we heard of this plan, we thought, gee, that was 
a break for us farmers. 

This last harvest period, Suisan, because of his limited facilities, 
could not accept wild guavas; and we have wild guava pickers in 
our association . There is no other processing plant as of this 
year that would take guavas here in Hilo. So we were trying to 
see if we could ship our fresh fruits to Honolulu. Honolulu wants 
the guavas, but it's too expensive to send it over. So we just 
do with what we have. But come the harvest period in August 
of this year, September, November , we anticipate a whole lot of 
congestion in that area . Now I'm sure if you approve this plan 
at this time, it probably will not take care of us . this coming 

· harvest period, but at least we'll have some sort of help coming 
next year. · 

We now have registered members with the association, farmers 
that number 50 paid members that just came on board this year. 
Fifty paid members . We still have about another 50 to bring 
into the association. We're growing by leaps and bounds. 
This is a Statewide organization. We have all processors and 
manufacturers throughout the state that 's in this association. 
The bulk of the guava puree come from here. We have the bulk 
of the farmers here on this island. On the island of Kauai, 
Kilauea Agronomics has already planted 150 acres. 

I found on my trip to Honolulu that the processing plants in 
Honolulu are suffering the same kind of a dilemma that we have 
here. Our farmers are parking on the street, too, and trying 
to deliver their guavas. In Honolulu, they have more wild guava 
pickers. We have a lot here, but the wild guava pickers cannot 
sell their guavas now because we only have one plant that's taking 
guava and Suisan is far too small right now to take all the 
guavas. Cultivated guavas, we expect to be selling about 10 million 
to 15 million pounds of guavas because we now have about 450 acres 
in cultivation with new acres being put into guava production. We're 
now working with the State for 100 acres in Panaewa land, agricultural 
land strictly for guavas. In Panaewa alone, Hawaiian Home lands, 
we have at least 150 acres in production. We have many trees that 
are very small. In another two years, they will be bringing in 
their guavas. 

So the point is, we want to work with Suisan, we want to sell our 
fruits there , but how do we do it in a small place. We need the 
facilities. And so, as president of the Guava Association, I'm 
here to give you our problems and to see if you can approve this 
request or make some suggestions where we can help the farmers 
deliver their fruits . 
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JITCHAKU: Mr. Chairman, I have a question for Mrs. Dela Cruz. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Jitchaku. 

JITCHAKU: Mrs. Dela Cruz, are you a lilikoi farmer or guava 
or both? 

DELA CRUZ: My husband and I are in guava. We now have 8 acres 
planted. We will be harvesting this coming harvest period, 6 acres. 

JITCHAKU: I'm curious, what is the maturity span of a guava 
tree? I know like macadamia nut, it takes about 7 or 8 years. 

DELA CRUZ: Guava takes three years. 

JITCHAKU: Three years. 

DELA CRUZ : At five years, your tree has reached its maximum 
maturity and then you do your pruning and everything, but you can 
start from three years. But from three years you start harvesting 
your fruit where you can get at least 200 pounds from one guava 
tree. 

"JITCHAKU : That's a lot. 

DELA CRUZ : And on 1 acre, we plant 200 trees . 

JITCHAKU: Thank you. 

DELA CRUZ: You're welcome. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Sakamoto. 

SAKAMOTO: I have a question for Mrs. Dela Cruz~ You were 
talking about 50 me~~ers? 

DELA CRUZ: Yes. 

SAKAMOTO: How many of that are farming at Panaewa? 

DELA CRUZ: Off hand, I cannot really count. I have every-
thing on paper, but I would say there's about 10 or 15 of us 
which would bring about 150 acres, between 150, but I'm sure 
there's about 100 acres, if I counted my fingers, you'll give 
me that time? 

CHAIRMAN: We're not going to hold you to the exact number. 
Mrs. Dela Cruz, do I understand that there were some of your 
members who are farmers that did not have an outlet for their 
guava this year because of the limitations on the present Suisan 
facilities? 

DELA CRUZ: Yes, our wild guava picker members. 

CHAIRMAN: Mostly your wild guava pickers. 

DELA CRUZ: Yes. Suisan did not take any wild guavas- at all 
this last harvest season. 
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CHAIRMAN: And some of these members, are they retired senior 
citizens? 

DELA CRUZ: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: So that they're into this to supplement their retire-
ment incomes? 

DELA CRUZ: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Commissioners, any further questions? 

MURAKAMI : Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Murakami? 

MURAKAMI : Mrs. Dela Cruz, when you folks deliver your guavas, 
how many trucks come at one time to the delivery plant? 

DELA CRUZ: To deliver we start, in fact the main real harvest 
season, we've had farmers going to Suisan 2:30 in the morning 
and waiting until they open at 7:30 because at that time, you'll 
have cars parked right down the lane, 25 to 30 cars at one time . 
I personally have waited in that line 4 hours at one time trying 
to get my guavas in. 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioners, any further questions that you'd like 
to ask Mrs. Dela Cruz concerning her testimony on behalf of the 
growers' association? 

NAKANO: I want to ask Mr. Umamoto some questions. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto? Oh, okay. Mrs. Dela Cruz, I want 
to thank you very much for your testimony tonight and to tell 
you that the Planning Commission's role would be to make a 
recommendation to the State Land Use Commission. We don't have 
the final approval on Special Permits. 

DELA CRUZ: I see. Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN: Thanks for coming down. Mr. Umamoto, Commissioner 
Nakano haq some questions for you. 

NAKANO: Mr. Umamoto, you said that this is a long-range 
program and if I did hear you right, you said that you expect 
to proceed with this operation about 5 years from now? 

UMAMOTO: Well, it really depends on a lot of different 
things. Now, how much we can develop the market. We're in 
business to make money as you know. It depends on the market 
not only in this state here in Hawaii, but on the mainland and 
Japan. It depends on the amount of acres the farmers are going 

I 
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to be growing in the future, the amount of acres they're going 
to be harvesting in 5 years or 3 years. It depends on the economy 
at that time. For all we know, 3 years from now our business 
might go broke, and you know- . 

NAKANO: Well, Mr. Umamoto , what I'm kind of wondering about 
is this, the farmers say they ' re having a hard time delivering 
guavas to your place, the company talks about congestion, they want 
an open space, and if you're going to wait 4 or 5 years, you've 
got a problem. That thing is just going to keep on mounting . 

UMAMOTO: We realize that , and now we're working with Yoshi 
Watanabe, who's in the back there, with the County Research a nd 
Development. We're trying to find areas where we could purchase 
the fruit away from the plant and truck it in. In other words, 
the farmers would drop off their fruits. We're trying to get 
the airport area, drop off the fruit there, we'll buy it and 
collect it there and put it on flatbed trucks and truck it over 
to our plant. 

CHAIRMAN: So you are looking at alternate ways to handle 
this congestion problem right now, even recognizing that it might 
mean double handling? 

UMAMOTO: Right. I think Mrs. Dela Cruz dropped by about a 
month and a half ago and she really was very outspoken about the 
fact that the farmers had to wait for such long periods of time. 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Murakami. 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Umamoto, is it correct that there is a demand 
as far as the demand for the market? I assume that from what 
I gather from the information is that you folks cannot meet the 
demand because you don't have enough raisers as far as guavas 
and certain types of fruits, is this correct? 

UMAMOTO: There is a potential demand for the puree. It's 
not only the amount of guavas coming in but we also lack the 
freezer space for storage. We have had quite a bit of orders last 
year which we could not fulfill basically because we could not 
keep an adequate inventory during ~he off season. 

MURAKAMI: No, because I just wanted to clarify this because 
you're saying that it's a long-range program; but from what I 
gather from Rex is the demand is there so I assume that the 
building of the processing plant, if the demand is great then 
I assume that you folks would start building faster · than what 
you folks think, right? 

UMAMOTO: You have to remember that the cold storage facility 
that we're in the prosess of constructing at Kumau Street will 
be used by the fruit processing company also. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Commissioners, any further questions? 
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JITCHAKU: One more question. I don't know if it's a question 
or just clarification. Charles, in reference to Commissioner 
Nakano 's question, we understand you have your long-range plans 
as far as the Company is concerned. However, as far as the 
processing plant, if approved, if all goes well with the State 
Land Use Commission, you do have plans for the processing plants 
though? 

UMAMOTO: . Well , we have plans for it, but no real definite 
plans as far as what type of building we're going to build. 

JITCHAKU: Yes, however, you are planning. I was just con­
cerned because there may be some recommendations , in fact, from 
this Commission for instance, that in the event it is approved 
by this body of sending a favorable recommendation that, and the 
State Land Use may include in its findings that the building 
of your plant be completed within 2 years or 3 years, but you 
do have plans for the processing plant? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, we do have plans. But again, as to the time 
that we're going ahead to construct that thing, that I cannot 
give you an exact date. 

JITCHAKU: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Ms. Piianaia. 

PIIANAIA: I just have one question for Mr. Umamoto. If 
this application were recommended favorably for approval, you 
still have to obtain the State lease for this land at public 
auction. How long a process ~ould you expect that to be? 

UMAMOTO: Gee, I really don't know. From my understanding 
it might be 6 months. Sidney, do you - you don't know? 

FUKE: No. Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Director? 

FUKE: As best as I can understand your developmental 
timetable, Mr. Umamoto, is essentially that your company is 
looking at this area here as a means to provide for your current 
as well as your future commercial needs, commercial and the 
processing needs. And that right now you recognize that your 
facilities are inadequate, you realize also that there are other 
hurdles that you'll have to go over, over and beyond getting the 
County Planning and the State Land Use Commission's approval, which 
is, of course, you would also need to get the approval from the 
State relative to the title of the land; but nevertheless to 
preserve alternative options, you are looking at other areas. 
Such as, I think you mentioned earlier that during the interim 
you are looking at the old airport area as a temporary storage 
area, your current facilities down at the harbor area , as well 
as your existing processing plant? 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 
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FUKE: So what you're saying in a sense is that this 
is an area ideally, you'd like to go into; however, you cannot 
nail down a specific timetable because there are _so many unknown 
factors and because of these unknown factors, you are still keeping 
your options open. 

UMAMOTO: Right, now you must understand that we are continously 
looking for other industrial lots. If there were some that opened 
up in Hilo or closer to our present plant, we would consider applying 
for those parcels. Now, if we were to get the 20 acres at Panaewa, 
initially we would go in and plant lilikoi or some fruit. 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioners? Mr. Umamoto, thank you. Members 
of the audience, this is a public hearing. Again, the Chair would 
like to invite anyone from the audience who would like to testify 
either for or against the application of Suisan. 

SAKAMOTO: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Sakamoto. 

SAKAMOTO: If there's no one going against or for the application, 
I would like to close the public . hearing. 

NAKANO: Second the motion. 

CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Commissioner Sakamoto and 
seconded by Commissioner Nakano that the public hearing on the 
application by Suisan Company, Ltd. for a Special Permit be 
closed. All those in favor so signify by saying aye? 

COMMISSIONERS: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN: Oppose, same sign? Public hearing is closed. 

Public hearing adjoured at 8:21 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon M. Nomura 
Secretary 

i~--w{11~k'i . -Mielcke 
Chairman, Planning Commission 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

MINUTES 
April 13, 1978 

The Planning Commission met in regular session at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Kealakehe School Cafetorium, Kealakehe, North Kona, Hawaii, 
with Chairman William F. Mielcke presiding. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: William J. Paris, Jr. 
J. Walsh Hanley Shigeru Fujimoto 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku 
Haruo Murakami Ex-officio Member 
Bert H. Nakano Akira Fujimoto 
Alfredo Orita 
Charles H. Sakamoto 

Sidney M. Fuke, Director 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
Keith Kato, Planner 

David Murakami, representing Ex-officio Member Edward Harada 
Lionel Meyer, Deputy Corporation Counsel 

and about 9 people in attendance at 2:30 p.m., 8 people 
at 4:00 p.m. and 14 people at 7:00 p.m. 

MINUTES: It was moved by Commissioner Murakami and 
seconded by Commissioner Jitchaku that the mintues of March 22, 
1978, by approved as circulated. Motion was carried. 

All those testifying were duly sworn in. 

SPECIAL PERMIT Application of Roy R. Gomes for a Special'Permit 
ROY R. GOMES to allow the construction of a second dwelling 
HONUAULA, NORTH on 1.129 acres of land situated within the State 
KONA Land Use Agricultural District. The are~ involved 

is located along the mauka side of the old 
Mamalahoa Highway, approximately 100 feet north of the Keopu Cemetery, 
Honuaula, North Kona, TMK: 7-5-01:24. 

Staff presented background information and recommendation for denial 
on file. 

Staff explained that there was no date given as to when the existing 
dwelling would be torn down, and that the soil classification is 
"C" or fair. 

EXHIBlf C( 



The petitioner or his representative were not present. 

Staff explained that the petitioner was not informed of the Planning 
Department's recommendation. 

It was moyed by Commissioner Murakami and seconded by Commissioner 
Hanley that the application be denied based on the recommendation 
of the staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion carried with 
six ayes. Commissioner Jitchaku abstained from voting as she was 
not present at the public hearing . 

At this time, the Chair explained that under new business, Item 1, 
application of Darryl M. Freeman , Sr., has been postponed, and that 
Item 2, application of Seymour Shingle, has been withdrawn. 

PDP No. 2 Application of Mauna Loa Land, Inc. to amend 
MAUNA LOA LAND , Planned Development Permit (PDP) No. 2 to 
INC. allow the ultimate construction of 3,000 hotel 
SOUTH KOHALA units and approximately 3,182 condominium 

apartment units . The area involved is located 
makai of the Queen Ka'ahumanu· Highway between Puako and Honoka'ope 
Bay in the land divisions of Waikoloa, 'Anaeho'omalu and Kalahuipua'a, 
South Kohala, TMK : 6-8-1:22, 6-9-1:3 and 5. 

Staff presented background information and recommendation for approval 
with conditions on file. 

It was moved by Commissioner Sakamoto and seconded by Commissioner 
Orita that the application be approved with the conditions outlined 
by the staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion carried with 
seven ayes. 

SPECIAL PERMIT Application of Suisan Company, Ltd. for a Special 
SUISAN COMPANY, Permit to allow the establishment of a fruit 
LTD. processing plant with retail sales facilities 
WAIAKEA, SOUTH on 2.s: acres of land situated within the State ' 
HILO Land Use Agricultural District. The property 

involved is located along the northeastern side 
of Kealakai Street, approximately 3,200 feet from Stainback Highway 
in the Puna direction, Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South 
Hilo, TMK: 2-4-49:21. 

Staff presented background information and recommendation for 
approval with conditions on file. 

Staff replied to Commissioner Hanley's question that in terms of 
existing regulations, Condition No. 6 woul~ satisfy Mr. Tom 
Matsumoto's concerns expressed at the March 22, 1978, Planning 
Commission meeting on the affect on his property from this 
proposed operation. 

Commissioner Murakami questioned how soon the land would be leased 
and in the event they are unable to get the lease, would the 
Special Permit be null and void. Staff replied that the Special 
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Permit is effective simultaneously with the DLNR's approval. The 
Planning Director explained that technically, the Special Permit 
runs with the land. However, in reflecting the questions raised 
by Commissioner Murakami, the Planning Director suggested that 
Condition No. 1 be amended, as there was a possibility that the 
lease may not be approved inasmuch as it must go through the bidding 
process. The Planning Director pointed out that as it is right 
now, the . Special Permit could be effective even in . the year 2025, 
which would not be the intent of the Commission or the staff. He 
suggested a reasonable timetable be given to secure the lease, and 
pointed out that if they fail to comply with that condition the Special 
Permit would be voided. 

RECESS: The Chair called a rece ss at 3:03 p.m. to dis-
cuss the wording for the amendment to Condition No. 1. 

RECONVENED: The meeting reconvened at 3:08 p.m. 

The Planning Director recommended that Condition No. 1 be amended 
to read, "That the effective date of the Special Permit shall be 
upon approval by the Board of Land and Natural Resources to lease 
the subject area, but in no event not more than three years from 
the State Land use Commission's action." 

Staff explained that the petitioner was unable to be present at 
today's meeting; however, they were informed of the recommendation. 

It was moved by Commissioner Hanley and seconded by Commissioner 
Sakamoto to send a favorable recommendation to the State Land Use 
Commission with the conditions outlined and amended by tpe staff. 
A roll call vote was taken and motion carried with seven ayes. 

SPECIAL PERMIT Request by Manfred Cieslik for an extension of 
MANFRED CIESLIK time to commence construction of a bowling center 
KEAHUOLU, NORTH facility granted through a Special Permit on 3 ' 
KONA acres of land situated within the State Land 

Use Agricultural District. The area involved 
is on the mauka side of the Old Kailua Airport Road, across from 
the old airport terminal building and approximately 3,000 feet 
from the Kuakini Highway-Palani Road intersection, Kcahuolu, North 
Kona, TMK: 7-4-08:portion of 2. 

Staff explained that they are circulating one of the docket exhibits 
and that the Department has sent all the exhibits including the 
original maps to the State Land Use Commission. 

Staff presented background information and recommendation for approval 
with a condition on file. 

The petitioner, Manfred Cieslik, informed the Commissioners that he 
has an option on a 35-year lease which is in front of the Liliuokalani 
Board of Trustees right now to be signed. He said he has the funding 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

Suite 1795 
Pacific .Trade Center 

190 S. King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

April 28, 1978 

Mr. Sidney Fuke 
Planning Director 
Hawaii Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear Mr. Fuke: 

Enclosed is a Notice of Land Use Commission meeting and the 
Agenda for the Meeting. 

Please note that petitions · 
_S1?'78-297 - Hawaii Island Humane Society, SPCA 
✓sP78-298 - Suisan Company, Limited 

will be acted on at that time. 

Should you have any questions on this matter, please contact 
this office. 

Very tr~ly-yours, 
.-- ·, , ~ ~ I • .,,.,/ ...... / / - ·'---1.,..--/ -~..: .· , ,. ..!-/ . L--- , . 

_, ; - L - .· 
.,;' . . /( 

✓ - / • · - -

/ I GORDAN /FURUTANI 
(/Executive Officer 

Enclosure - Agenda 



STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

Suite 1795 
Pacific Trade Center 

190 S. King Street 
Honolulu , Hawaii 96813 

April 28, 1978 

Mr. Rex Y. Matsuno, President 
Suisan Company, Limited 
P. 0. Box 366 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear Mr. Matsuno: 

Enclosed is a Notice of Land Use Commission meeting and the 
Agenda for the Meeting . 

Please note that petition 

SP78-298 - Suisan Company, Limited 

, will be acted on at that time . 

Should you have 
this office. 

any questions on this matter, please contact 

Very truly -yours , 
- - - f 

/ J--- ,. _ <---~·1...----. -__I "- 7'--
(/_ ✓ / I - L ....,...L //' " 

, ,// GORDAN 1FURU;ANI 
i / Executive Officer 

Enclosure - Agenda 



STATE OF HAWAI I 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

Suite 1795 
Pacific Tr ade Ce nter 

190 S. King Stree t 
Honolulu, Hawaii 9~813 

April 28, 1978 

Mr. James J. Detar 
Land Management Administrator 
Division of Land Management 
Dept. of Land and Natural Resources 
P. 0. Box 621 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809 

De ar Mr. Detor: 

Enclosed is a Notice of Land Use Commission me eting and the 
Age nda for t he Mee ting. 

Ple ase note t hat p e tit i on 

SP78-298 - Suisan Company, Limited 

will be acted on at that time. 

Should you have any questions on this matter, please contact 
this office. 

Enclosure - Agenda 



STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

NOTIFICATION OF LAND USE COMMISSION MEETING 

DATE, TIME, & PLACE 

May 11, 1978 - 10:00 a.m. 
Senate Conference Room 5 

Second Floor 
State Capitol 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

AGENDA 

I. ACTION 

1. A76-418 - Moana Corporation 

Motion to Amend Conditions in Decision and Order 

2. A75-404 - Honokaa Sugar Company 

Motion to Amend Conditions in Decision and Order 

-
3. SP76-251 - Manfred B. Cieslik - Extension of Time Request 

ro allow a one year time extension to commence construction 
of a bowling center facility on approximately three (3) 
acres of land situated within the State Land Use Agricultural 
District at Keahuolu, North Kona, Hawaii. 

4. SP78-297 - Hawaii Island Humane Society, SPCA 

To allow the addition of kennels and a garage, and to 
legitimize the existing Humane Society use on 2.8 acres of 
land situated within the State Land Use Agricultural District 
at Keaau, Puna, Hawaii. 

SP78-298 - Suisan Company, Limited 

To allow the establishment of a fruit processing plant with 
retail sales facilities on approximately 2.8 acres of land 
situated within the State Land Use Agricultural District at 
?anaewa Farm Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii. 

II. MISCELLANEOUS 

1. Adoption of Minutes 

2. Meeting Schedule 

3. Election of Officers 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
25 AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 96720 HERBERT T. MATA YOSHI 

Mayor 

COUNTY OF SIDNEY M. FUKE 
HAWAII Director 

DUANE KANUHA 
Deputy Director 

April 21, 19 78 

Mr. Gordan Furutani 
Executive Officer 
Land Use Commission 
190 South King Street 
Suite 1795 
Honolulu, HI 96813 --.I 

.. 
0::, 

Dear Mr. Furutani: 

Special Permit Application 
Petitioner: Suisan Company. Ltd. 

In accordance with Chapter 205, Section 205-6, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes, we are transmitting the decision and findings 
of the County Planning Commission on the above application. 

The Planning Commission at its duly advertised public 
hearings held on February 23 and March 22, 1978 in the Council 
Room, County Building, South Hilo, Hawaii, discussed the sub­
ject request. The Commission on April 13, 1978, voted to 
recommend the approval of the special permit to the Land Use 
Commission based on the following findings: 

1. That the proposed use will not be contrary to the 
objectives sought to be accomplished by the State 
Land Use Law and Regulations. The intent of these 
statutory provisions is to preserve, protect and 
encourage the development of lands in the State 
for those uses to which they are best suited in 
the interest of the public health and welfare of 
the people of Hawaii. In the case of the Agricul­
tural District, the intent is to preserve lands of 
high agricultural potential for agricultural uses. 
The pu~pose of the subject request is to allow the 
establishment of a processing plant for fruits such 

~ as guava and lilikoi. The proposed use would directly 
support regional agricultural activities, in this 
particular case orchard crops. The proposed use 



Mr. Gordan Furutani 
Page 2 

is intended to service farmers in the area by buying, 
processing and marketing their products. An integral 
aspect of agriculture is the distribution of the 
product from the grower to the consumer. The 
proposed use would provide this essential link. As 
such, it will benefit the overall agricultural use 
of other lands i n the region and will further the 
objectives of the Land Use Law and Regulations. 

Further, the subject property is classified as "E" 
or very poor by the Land Study Bureau and is not 
considered by the Department of Agriculture as lands 
of agricultural importance to the State of Hawaii. 
The use of such lands for supportive agricultural 
facilities in an accessible area will not increase 
pressures to convert lands with high agricultural 
potential to non-agricultural uses. In addition, 
the petitioner intends to utilize the remainder of 
the parcel for fruit orchards. 

2. That the proposed use will further the State and 
the County's policy of encouraging and supporting 
agricultural activities, inasmuch as it is an 
essential agricultural support facility. Approval 
of the subject request will also directly implement 
the County Genera l Plan. The General Plan Economic 
Element explicitfy states that the County shall 
assist the expansion of the agricultural industry, 
especially diversified agriculture. The Economic 
Element also calls for the diversification of the 
County's economy. The establishment of the fruit 
processing plant is in concert with these General 
Plan policies in that it would provide essential 
support services for one form of diversified agri­
culture. 

It should also be pointed out that an increasing 
amount of land is being put into fruit orchard and 
that there is a need for a processing facility 
for the fruit growers. In addition to those cul­
tivating fruits, there are also persons gathering 
wild fruit and contributing to the quantity of 
processable fru i t. 

3. That although there will be some alteration of the 
existing character of the land, such alteration is 
not expected to adversely affect surrounding pro­
perties. The subject property is currently vacant 
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Surrounding lands are primarily used for agriculture. 
Adverse effects from the proposed use will be mitigated 
through existing rules, regulations and requirements. 
In addition, the petitioner intends to utilize a 
portion of the adjacent area for orchard. 

4. That the proposed use will not unreasonably burden 
public agencies to provide facilities and services. 
All essential services and facilities are available 
to the subject site. In addition, approval of the 
subject request would allow the petitioner to relocate 
portion of an existing facility from an area which 
is now heavily congested. Relocation of the existing 
facility to the area under consideration will not 
involve the provision of addition services than are 
now needed. 

The favorable recommendation was also subject to the fol­
lowing conditions: 

1. That the effective date of the Special Permit shall 
be upon approval of the Board of Land and Natural 
Resources to lease the subject area, but in no event 
not more than 3 years from the SLUC s action. 

2. That the use of the subject area shall be limited to 
the processing of fruits and the sale of products 
processed on the premises. Office use within the 
proposed facility shall be ancillary to the fruit 
processing activities. 

3. That the petitioner or its authorized representative 
shall submit plans to the Planning Department for 
preliminary plan approval within one (1) year from 
the effective date of the Special Permit. 

4. That construction of the proposed facilities shall 
commence within one (1) year from the receipt of 
final plan approval and shall be completed within 
two (2) years thereafter. 

5. That the petitioner shall submit a metes and bounds 
description 0f the 2.8+ acre area to the Planning 
Department prior to the receipt of final plan 
approval. 

6. That all other applicable rules and regulations, 
including those of the Department of Health, shall 
be complied with. 
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Should any of the foregoing conditions not be met, the 
Special Permit may be deemed null and void. 

Enclosed are copies of the Exhibits from the subject 
docket. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Mielcke 
Chairman, Planning Commission 

lgv 
Enclosures 

cc Mr. Rex Matsuno 
Mr. Charles Umamoto 
Land Use Division, DPED 



LIST OF EXHIBITS: SUISAN COMPANY, LTD. 

A. Applicant's letter (12/8/78) 

A-1. Application form 

A-2. Applicant's site plan 

A-3. Letter from D"ept. of Land & Natural Resources (12/8/78) 

A-4. Environmenta Assessment Report 

A-5. DLNR Lease: Public Auction 

A-6 c,& ?.Applicant's project location map 

A-8. Applicant's reasons 

A-9. Letter to Planning from petitioner (11/22/76) 

B. Departmental acknowledgement letter (12/27/77) 

c. Memo to ag ancies 

D. Water Supply (1/6/78) 

E. Public Works (1/6/78) 

F. Health (1/6/78) 

G. Soil Conservation Service (SCS) (1/9/78) 

G-1. SCS report (1-5-78) 

G-2. SCS map 

H. Police (1/9/78) 

I. R & D (1/10/78) 

J. Agriculture (1/10/78) 

K. Letter to surrounding property owners (2/7/78) 

K-1. Map sent to surrounding property owners 

K-2. List of surrounding property owners 

L. Letter to the petitioner (2/7/78) 

L-1. Public Hearing Notice 



M. Voting Sheet - continue public heaing 

N. Minutes 2/23/78 

~. Transcript {2/23/78 

P. Letter to petitioner {2/24/78) 

Letter sent to surrounding property owners 

R. Letter to petitioner {3/10/78) 

R-1. Public hearing notice 

s. Voting Sheet - close hearing 

T. Mintes 3/22/78 

U b Transcript 3/22/78 

v. Letter to petitioner {3/23/78) 

w. Letter to petitioner {3/29/78) 

X. Staff Background 

Y. Staff Recommendation 

z. Location Map (please return) 

AA. Plot Plan (please return) 

BB. Voting Sheet 

cc. Minutes 4/13/78 
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GEORGE R. ARIYOSHI 

GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

~~ 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISIONS: 
CONVEYANCES 
FISH AND GAME 
FORESTRY 
LAND MANAGEM ENT 
STATE PARKS 

WATER AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 

DIVISION OF LANO MANAGEMENT 

P. O. BOX 621 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809 

December 8, 1977 

Mr. Sidney Fuke 
Director 
County of Hawaii 
Planning Department 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 

Dear Mr . Fuke : 

Subject: Special Use Permit for Processing Faci lity and 
Related Uses at Panaewa, South Hilo , Hawaii , 
TMK: 2-4-49:21 & 22 

In accordance with your letter of March 29, 1977, we 
are resubmitting the subject Special Use Permit Application, 
with the following: 

1. Sixteen copies of the completed application form 
(attachment 1) 

2. Sixteen copies of the plot plan for the proposed 
facilities (attachment 2) 

3. Sixteen copies of the Negative Declaration for the 
project (attachment 3) 

4. Sixteen copies of the February 25, 1977, Board 
Submittal authorizing leasing of the subject 
properties (attachment 4) 

5. Sixteen copies of the Reasons for the Proposed 
Use (attachment 5) 

6. Sixtee n copies of the letter dated November 22, 1976, 
from Rex Y. Matsuno to Sidney Fuke (attachment 6) 

7. Check for the $100 filing fee 

ft 



Mr. Sidney Fuke 
Page 2 
December 8, 1977 

By this letter, we are also authorizing the Suisan Company, 
Limited, to sign as applicant for the Special Use Permit. We 
would like to point out, however, that this by no means implies 
that Suisan Company, Limited, will have any preference to the 
proposed lease o f the property, as the lease must be offered 
at public auction. 

We understand that by naming Suisan Company as applicant, 
questions regarding the proposed use can be addressed directly 
to them. As landowners, we would, however, appreciate being 
kept apprised as to the status of the application. 

If you have any questions regarding any of the above 
matters, please contact Mr. Herbert Yanamura of our Division 
of Land Management at telephone number 548-6557. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. Larry Mehau 
Mrs. Mildred K. 
Suisan Company, 

Yamamoto 
Limited 

______, 
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( 'PLICATION FCR SPECIAL PERMIT Lv. 
COUNTY OF HA\.'/A 11 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT - PLANNING -COMMISSION 

APPLICANT: Suisan Cbr:pany Limited 

APPLICA:H'S SIGNATURE: ~ ~~_:::u~ 
'- · Rex 1Y.}Matsuno, President 

ADDRESS: P.O. Box 366 Hiie-: Hawaii 

TELEPHONE: 935-8511 

TAX ~AP KEY: 2-4-49:21 &22 AREA: 20.483 acres 
(size of Parcel-) 

OWNER: State of Hawaii(Department of land arrl Natural Resources) 

OWNER'S SIGNATURE: )<~ ...,.,,,----~ -- c:~ 

-~ ~tor, Administr<;1tor, Division of I..a.nd M:magerrent 
APPL! CANT'S INTEREST, I Pl\m===b't/NER: prospec;t_j ve Jessee 

REQUESTED USE: Cultiva.tion, processing, prqrotion • who l esa Ji ng aod ri=•t"' i Ji ng 

of Hawaiian fruits and other products 

APPLICANT'S REASON($) FOR ~EQUESTING SPECIAL PERMIT: (Please attach) 

NOTE: The applicant must show that: 

(a) such use shal I not be contrary to the objectives sought to be 
accompllshed by the Land Use Law and Regulations; 

(b) the desired use shal I not adversely affect surrounding propsrtles; 
(c) such use shal I not unreasonably burden pub I le agencies to provide 

roads and streets, se;vers, water, drainage, school improvements, and 
pol Ice and fire protection; 

(d) unusual conditions, trends, and needs have arisen since the district 
boundaries and regulations were establ !shed; 

Ce) the land upon which the proposed use Is sought ls unsuited for the 
uses permitted within the district; 

(f) the proposed use wt I I not substantially alter or change the essei'Ttial 
character of the land and the present use; and 

Cg) the proposed use wi I I make the highest and best use of the land 
Involved for the pub I ic welfare. 

THIS APPLICATION MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY: 

Ca) 16 copies of the completed appl icatlon form with attachments. 
(b) 16 copies of a location map. • 
Cc) 16 copies of a site plan with existing and proposed uses. 
(d) any additional Information. 
(e) $100.00 processing fee. 

For Official Use: 

X 1811 a-1Date received 
I20th day ___________ 
Pub I le Hearing date ________ 
Action date 
To Land Use Cor,,m i ss i en 

Attachr.ent 1 
P.O. 3 -:, 175 
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W. Y. THOMPSON , CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE ,R. AR IYOSHI 

60,t.AO OF LANO & NATURAL RESOURCES 
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

EDGAR A. HAMASU 

DEPUTY TO THE CHAI RMAN
STATE O F HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES D IVIS IONS : 
CONVEYANCES P. 0 . BOX 621 
FI SH AND GAME 

HONOLULU, HAWAI I 96809 FORESTRY 
LANO MANAGEMEN T 
STATE PAR KS 
WATER ANO LANO DEVELOPM ENTDecember 8, 1977 

Mr. Donald Bremner 
Chairman 
Environmental Quality Commission 
550 Halekauwila Street 
Room 301 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Mr. Bremner: 

Subject: Negative Declaration for Proposed Us e of 
State Lands at Panaewa, South Hi lo, Hawaii 

.In accordance with Section 343 H.R . S., we are trarismitting 
t h e attached Negative Declaration for a pro p osed lease of 
State lands located at Panaewa, South Hilo, Hawaii, TMK: 2- 4-49 : 21 
and 22, for the purpose of cultivation, processing, promotion, 
wholesaling and retailing of Hawaiian fruits and fruit products. 

We would appreciate y our publishing this Negative 
Declaration in your next EIS Newsletter as required under 
EIS p rocedures for agency proposed actions. 

Very truly yours, 
I , ~ 

\ ',..----·· ,-- ---· -
~ , •_..1 ., · ,/ 

W. y_, THOMPSON 
Chairman of t h e Board 

attachment 

cc : Office of Environmental 
Quality Commission 

Suisan Comp any, Limited 
Mr. Larry Mehau 
.Mrs . Mildred K. Yamamoto 

HIBll G-3 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

1. Identification of Agency 

Department of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
P. 0. Box 621 
Honolulu, HI 96809 

2. Description of the Proposed Action 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources proposes 
to lease approximately 20.483 acres of land located within 
the Panaewa Farm Lots, Second Series, Waiakea, South 
Hilo, Hawaii, identified by TMK: 2-~-49:21 and 22 (Lots 7 
and 8) for cultivation, processing, promotion, wholesali ng , 
and retailing of Hawaiian fruits and fruit products . 

The applicant for said lease is the Suisan Company, 
Limited, a Hawaii Corporation, located at 1965 Kamehameha 
Avenue, Hilo, Hawaii, 96720, who has been actively involved 
in the production of processed fruit products for the 
past 15 years . 

This Environmental Assessment is being prepared in accordance 
with Section 343 H.R.S., wh ich requires an environmental 
impact assessment of all agency actions proposing the 
use of State lands. 

3. Description of the Affected Environment 

The subject properties are located within the State 
Agriculture District, as reflected on Land Use Commission 
Map, H-66, Hilo, Hawaii. 

The properties are designated as Orchard under the County 
of Hawaii General Plan ~and Use Allocation Map, and zoned 
Ag- 10 . 

The properties are located approximat~ly 4 1/ 2 miles 
south of Hilo Airport, and lie approximately 200-feet 
west off Kanoelehua Avenue. Access to the properties 
is off of Kanoelehua Avenue , via Stainback Highway, or 
Mamaki Street, and along Kealakai Street . 

EXHIBI TQ-4 
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The properties - abut Kealakai Street on their western 
boundaries, and the Panaewa Forest Reserve on their 
eastern boundaries. An approximately 200-foot wide strip 
of the Panaewa Forest Reserve separates the subject 
properties from Kanoelehua Avenue. 

The subject properties, and all areas immediately surrounding 
them are presently undeveloped. Existing developments 
in the area include the Hale Nani Police Academy, shooting 
range and some nursery operations. 

Vegetation on the properties and surrounding undeveloped 
areas consists of ohia, tree fern, various shrubs, vines 
and grasses. Topography of the area is relatively flat. 
Rainfall is approximately 150 inches annually. The properties 
are not subject to any known logic sites present on the 
properties. 

4. Description of the Proposed Use 
n~ 

Approximately.;. acres of the subject propertle.§ will be 
used for orchard purposes. The remaining ~"icres will 
be used for the following facilities: a processing plant, 
manufacturing and packing areas, refrigerator rooms, fruit 
receiving and sorting areas, storage areas, parking areas, 
visitor center and general offices. 

The proposed use is not expected to create any excessive 
demands upon available public facilities. Based on 
p rel iminary discussions with the Department of Water 
Supply, and the Department of Public Works , the existing 
roadways, water systems, and drainages are adequate for 
the proposed use. Cesspools are an acceptable means of 
sewage disposal. 

In any event, should any improvements of the existing 
facilities be required, they will be developed in accordance 
with all State and County requirements. 

All proposed structures will be single storied, and well 
within the 45-foot height limitation for Ag -10 areas 
as required by County Ordinance. 

The proposed construction of the facilities will begin 
within one year from the date of receipt of all necessary 
government approvals for the project. 

5. Anticipated Impacts on the Environmen~ 

The proposed use is not anticiptated to have any significant 
impacts ~pon the environment. 
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During the development phases of the subject project, 
clearing work will be required. Work will be conducted 
in increments so as to minimize visual, runoff and siltation 
impacts. Furthermore, all grading work will be conducted 
in accordance with County Grading Ordinance requirements. 

Visual impacts of the developed facilities will be minimized 
by the provision of landscaping and appropriate buffer 
areas. Portions of the Panaewa Forest Reserve, located 
on the eastern boundaries of the property will provide 
an effective screen from highway areas. 

No problems of compatibility with existing uses of the 
area are anticipated . Although additional traffic will 
be generated by the proposed use, no significant impacts 
are anticipated. 

6. Anticipated Economic Impacts 

The proposed project will provide substantial economic 
benefits to the area and the County as a whole . The 
proposed operations will provide full-time employment 
for approximately 75 persons, and parttime work for 
approximately ten persons during peak seasonal operations. 
In addition, temporary employment will be created during 
construction pahses of the project . 

The project will also provide in excess of one-million 
dollars annual revenues to the economy of the County. 
The project will provide a readily accessible market for 
the numerous fruit growers in the County and give impetus 
to an industry with tremendous potential for expanding 
the export of locally produced agricultural commodities. 

7. Alternative of the Prooosed Action 

Alternatives to the proposed use of the area would be to 
retain it in its present state, or to lease it for some 
other agricultural purposes. 

The proposed use would, however, provide significant 
economic benefits to the State and County, and would be 
in accord with stated goals and policies to promote 
agricultural activities and economic development within 
the State and County. 

The proposed use would promote these goals and policies 
with a minimum of environmental impacts. 

8. Conclusions 

Based on the foregoing analysis of the subject project, 
it is determined that the proposed use would not result 
in any significant environmental impacts to the area, 
and that an Environmental Impact Statement will not be 
required. This assessment shall thus serve as a Negative 
Declaration for the project. 
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Gl:O~E R ,.ARIYOSHI 

DIVISIONS:
C.OVE,tNO" o, HAWAII 

COH\tCYAHC.&a 

P'JaH AHO CA ..& 

STA.Tl. ~AJIKSSTATE OF HAWAII 
WA.Tl.JI' AHO LANO ocv~r,..cHT 

DEPARTMENT OF LANO ANO NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISION OF LANO MANAGEM£NT 

P . 0. BOX 621 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809 

February 25, 1977 

Board of Land and 
Natural Resources 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

Gentlemen: HAWAII 

Subject: Lease - Public Auction 

STATUTE: Chapter 171, Hawaii Revised Statutes 

APPLICANT: SUISAN COMPANY, LIMITED 

FOR: Lots 7 and 8, Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd Se=ies, 
Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii, as shown and 
described on Government Survey Map H.S.S. 
Plat 921-A, being also identified by Tax 
Map Xey: 2-4-49:21 and 22, respectively, 
appended to the basic file. 

STATUS: Unencumbered 

AREA: 20.486 acres 

ZONH1G: State Land Use Commission: Agriculture 

County of Hawaii: Agriculture 

SPECIFIC USE: Cultivation, processing, promotion, wholesaling 
and retailing of Hawaiian fruits both grown 
on the premises and elsewhere. 

LEASE TERM: Fifty-five (55) years, bo cowmence en date 
of sale. 

UPSET ANNUAL 
LEASE RENTAL: To be established by appraisal, sarr.e subject 

to review and approval by the Chairman. 

RENTAL REOPENING: At the end of the 25th, 35th and 45th _years 
of the lease term. • 

RENTAL PAY!vf...ENT: Rent payable semi-annually in advance. 

IMPROVEMENT 
CREDIT: In lieu of rental waiver, the lessee to be 

credited for improvement work in the an10unt 
not to exceed one year's rent. 

EXHIBIT-a-s­
APPP.OVEO BY THE BOA.RD OF 

L..\,'ID A NO .'l~.TU~AL RESOURCES 
AT 11·s :··,1::S lN G HELD ON l TEM F-4 

At 4mt 

https://WA.Tl.JI
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Board of Land and 
Natural Resources Februury 25, 1977 

IMPROVEMENT 
REQUIREMENT: Within five years following the commencereent 

of the lease, the lessee shall expend not 
less than $500,000 for clearing, orchard 

. development and construction of improvements. 

PERFOR."1.ANCE BOND: An amount equal to 2 years' rent to be posted 
within thirty (30) days of receipt of lease 
document. 

I MPROVEMENT 
BOND: In the amount of $50,000 to be posted within 

thirty (30) days of receipt of lease document. 

REr-"..ARKS: Suisan Company, Limited, for the past 15 years, 
has been engaged in the production of processed 
fruit products such as juice, jellies, jams 
and purees at a location having limited space. 
Papaya and guava plantings on Hawaii are 
increasing at a steady pace, and along with 
this is the steady increase in the availability 
of fruit for processing. 

'l'he applicant needs to expand its facilities 
to accommodate the increasing supply of fruits. 
Alsq proposed is a promoticnal program to 
expand the export .market for the processed 
fruit products. In this connection, the 
applicant proposes to set up a facility designed 
to offer samples of the products and other 
attractions to its visitors. 

The twenty-acre parcel being sought will offer 
the applicant sufficient area to operate the 
fruit processing plant at a much enlarged 
scale than its current operation and also to 
produce its own fruits such as guava and passion 
fruit. 

The proposal is further expected not only to 
boost Hawaii's agricultural economy but also 
to employ more people. 

The proposed operations do not exactly conform 
to existing County and State land use regulations. 
A special use permit must be secured prior to 
land disposition. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board: 

A. Find the area to be an economic unit in 
terms of the intended uses. 

B . Authorize the sale of a lease at public 
auction under the terms and conditions 
listed above , which are by reference 
incorporated herein, in addition to the 
following: 

- 2-



( ( 
' 

Board of Land and 
Natural Resources February 25, 1977 

1. Said sale shall be subject to the 
prior issuance of a special use permit 
by the County of Huwaii, Planning 
Commission, and the State Land Use 
Commission. 

2. Prior to any clearing, planting or 
construction, the lessee shall submit 
detailed plans to the Chair~an for 
review and approval. 

3. All construction shall comply with 
all laws, rules and regulations of 
the Federal, State and County Governments 
which might be applicable. 

4. Other terms and conditions as required 
by the Chairman. 

C. Find that hunting is not now feasible 
nor will become so during the term of the 
lease. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ad!ninistrator 
~fl,,:{ 

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL: 

CHRISTOPHER COBB, Chairman 

-3-
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REASCNS FOR THE SPECIAL USE PEFMIT 

1 . Since the adoption of the district boondary regulations, there has 
been increasing a:mcem throughout the State with respect to tI1e 
need to expand our diversified agriculture base. Particularly 
with problems facing our prinary agricultural industries, there is 
a need to seek other viable alternatives to utilize our valuable 
agricultural land resources and prorrote agricultural developrrent 
in the State. 

In recent years, there has been growing interest, both in the 
public and private sectors, in the possibilities of expanding 
the export potentials of the local fruit industry. Presently 
the State is in the process of forming an agricultural organization 
specifically for the PfillX)Ses of praroting the local fruit industry . 

We have already seen the develoµnent of rrajor fruit orchards and pro­
cessing facilities in Kahuku, Oahu. Similar facilities are being 
planned for Kilauea, Kauai. 

'Ihe proPJsed use, would provide a similar processing facilibJ for 
the island of Hawaii.· Presently there are a fe,; local ~r~sors, 
op=-_.rating _ on a srrall scale. Ha.vever, in order for the industry 
to e:xpand into one that can carpete in national and international 
rrarkets, large nod.em facilities, and adequate rcx::>m for expansion 
are an eo:nximic necessity. 

2. 'Ihe proposed use w::,uld not be contrary to the objectives scught to 
be accxnplished by the I.and Use I.aw and Regulations. 'Ihe I.and Use 
Law and Regulations are intended to preserve, protect, and encourage 
the develoµnent of lands in the State for those uses to which they 
are best suited in the interest of the public health and welfare 
of the people in the State of Hawaii. 

'lhe prq:xJSed use w::,uld directly support these objectives in tents 
of the prop:sed orchard activities, and in tenr.s of providing a 
processing facility which will provide an :i..rr;:ortant support function 
to the orchard use, as well as other orchard uses thro~hout t.rie 
County. 

Furthemore, the proposed use w::,uld be in direct supPJrt of State 
policies to prorrote the diversified agriculture industry, prarote 
eoonomic gro.vth in the Neighbor Islands, and prorrote developing 
industries with large errployrrent potentials. " 

'Ihe prq:x:)Sed use would also p:rarote the County of Hawaii General 
Plan policies by assisting the expansion of the agricultural industry, 
particularly diversified agriculture, arid by aiding diversification 
of the eOJI'lCU¥ by strengthening an existing industry. 

'Ihe proposed use wculd be in acoordance with the C-eneral Plan reo:::rnrended 
rourse of action to encourage rranufacturing operations \'lhlch utilize 
local raw products. 

Attachrrent 5 
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3. Major portions of the proposed use, including t.he orchards , and pror-ose::1 
storage and precessing facilities are directly related to agricultural 
activities. If the processed products were to be solely gra,.;n on the 
premises, a Special Use Pennit would not have been re:_ru.ired for these 
uses. 

It should also be pointed out that the proposed visitor facilities, 
wholesale, retail, and office facilities will facilitate and ccrrplerrent 
the prcpcsed agricultural operations .. Furtherrrore, consolidated faci­
lities are essential to the economic viability of the prq:osed opera­
tions. 

4. 'Ine proposed use will not adversely affect the surrounding properties 
and land uses. Surrounding- lands are either vacant and undeveloped 
or in agricultural type uses. 

5. 'Ihe proposed use will not substantially alter or change the essential 
character of the land and the present use. On the contrary, the pro­
i::osed facilities will prcrrote the further development of agriculture 
tJrroughout the County by providing a facility to process and rrarket 
locally gram fruits· and other prcd.ucts. 

6. 'Ihe prq:x:::se::l use will not unreasonably burden public agencies in the 
provision of public utilities and facilities. All essential services 
and facilities required for the proposed use are available to the 
subject site. Water is available. Existing roadways are ad...,::,quate. 
Waste dispa3al can be handled by the use of cesSIXJOls. Existing 
drainages are adequate to accorrrrodate arI'f additional runoff to 
be generated fran the propose:l use. 

4 
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i'ho"r. 935-,U 1 l 
C0:>I• Add,n, '"St1ISAN' 

su1san 
November 22, 1976 

:.::-- . Sid.Ile:: Ptlke 
PJ...ar,_-~~g De~art~e~t 
COU!lty of Ha..:aii 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear 1lr. Puke: 

Witb reference to our reauest for lease o~ State land i!:l the .?a:caewa 
Po.rm Lots, we have a reply fr~m !.!:'. Ja.ues J.'Detcr of the Depa~tment of Tpn~ 

a."ld natural 3esources. We also have a copy of your re?lS to ~.!r. De~or. 

Pursuant to the procedures given by l.1r. Detar, we will pre~are a ten 
ye~ i!:lcoce projection for submission to his office to qualify for the l ease. 
~he projection will include ou:- entire operatic~ on the assu::lption tb.2.t 
per::lission for relocation will be allowed on the intended.site. The F="incipal 
uses of the premises for our diversif'iea business will be: 

lo A tropical f!"Uit process-;~g plant with at least 3 lines for 
produc-; ...,g guava and papaya puree, and passicm fruit juice. 

2. A jaos, jellies, and preserves r:ianu.factur::i :::ig and pack:i.."'lg pl.a:nt . 

3. Refrigerated roor:::s which wi-11 house fresh fruits, quick freeze 
puree and juices, store and hold all types of :frozen me~ha.nciise 
for inventory. 

4. Fruit buying and s o.rti.ng areas. 

5. Parking a=-eas. 

6. Visitor center. 

7. G-ene::-al Offices. 

To maintain a healthy and proeressive progra.r:i in a business s~ch as o-:.i_--s, 
it is of utmost i.:J_;..,o::-ta.--ice that all our op e:ra'"::ions be centrally located. 
This includes our :fruit prccessi.ri.g, ~Ul'ac-:Uring, w.1olesaling, a.-id re-:ail"'!1,f;, 

...except o~ fresh ~ish enterprise. 

w0In support of the m.Ti;;mm use of ou:- projected i.rrrest:ne~t , feel -:be 
foll0i'7i..ng should be given se~ious consideration: 

Attachrrent 6 
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1.~. Sidney Fuke 
PJ:;,nning Dep.!.rtoent, Cowity of Hawaii 

110. 2 

1. It is 15 years since we first started our guava puree business. 
Over the years we gained considerable knowledge and experience in 
fruit processing, packaging, and stori!lt;. We have estab:..i=.~ed a 
gain.~ trade to a point where we have expanded to proce·ssi.."lg of 
other Hawaiian fruits as passion fruit a.-rid papaya. We are 
confident th.s.t the r:.a.rket for processed products of these Hawaiian 
:fruits will gain in popularity and demnd both on the Ma-ip)anrl 
and the Orient, especially in Japan. 

2 .. Of the 3 :fruits we process, other than papaya, guavas and passion 
fruits are seasonal with two crops each year. E'ven though papayas 
are available year-round, this crop also has its periods of peak 
and low productionse 

3. Thus far, the best method of preserving and snipping hig:i quality 
guava and papaya puree, and passion fruit juice is by freezing. 
Our operations pr~sently freezes these products in bulk packages, 
30 pounds or more per package. We plan to continue this type ct 
operation. During peak fruit season, processing mus~ be accom-

. plished quickly in large volume to acco:i::::ciodate fa."'"!llers r barvest"'-t:g 
and to avoid spoilage. 1'b.erefore, allo.vance for adequate 
refrigeration space (cbill, quick freeze, storage) ·is most essential. 

4. Experience has proven to us that to achieve a profitable return 
on investment in :freezers (this includes chill, quick freeze, 
and storage) maxiim.lm use of such facilities must be maintained at 

. all times. This me9.l'l.S that because of the seasonal nat-..u-e of the 
3 fruits ~entioned, it would b~ impractical for us to operate and 
maintain a refrigeration sys~em solely for our fruit processing 
operations. This will not achieve the desired resuli:s on even part 
~ au::.- investments. It should be noted here that the largest 
portion of what investments we plan to expend in our projections 
will be in refrigeration facilities. 

5. In order to attain the ma.x:iJc.rm. use o-f the :facilities mentioned in 
item 4 and to achieve 0ttr objectives, i t is imperative t!lat our 
non~icult-..u-el co!:I.:lercial-Ind~strial operations be included in 
the ent:i.re c:::impl~ at the intended site. ?u:-t:iermore, o.'"e~ll 
efficiency and coordination can be better r:aintained through this 
centralized system. .-

.. 
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!.!?:-. Sidney Puke 
P1acning Depa.rt::nent, County o:f Hawaii 

No. 3 

If possession o-f the premises becomes a reality, we will prograo. our 
capital i.!:lprovem.ents in i.ncrerients With priorities given to the most 
important prnjects. _ne thank you for you:r assistance, and shall be pleased 
~o a.:o.swer a.n:y questions concernin.g the contents o-f this letter. 

Sineerely yours, 

SUISA.J.'l COM?ANY, LTD. 

cc: ~• .De t er 

.. 



December 27 , 1977 

Mr. Rex Y. Matsuno, President 
Suisan Company, Ltd. 
P. O. Box 366 
Hilo, HI 96720 

Dear Mr. Matsuno: 

Special Permit - Processing & Selling of Fruit Products 
TMK: 2-4-49:21 & 22 

'l'his is to acknowledge receipt on December 15, 1977, of the 
above-described special permit application. 

The County Planning Commission shall conduct a public hearing 
on the request within a period of not less than thirty (30) nor 
more than one hundred twenty (120) days from the receipt of the 
a pplication. 'l'he Planning Commission shall then act on the app li­
cation not earlier than fifteen (15) day3 after the public hearing 
but within a reasonable time thereafter. Should the Planning 
Commission reconunend favorably on the request, it will then be 
forwarded to the State Land Use Commission for final action . 

Hmvever, the Planning Commission may deny the :request if it 
is found that the proposed use does not ~eet the special permit 
guidelines. In this case, their deci sion is final. In accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter 205-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, a 
denial by the Planning Conunission may be appealable to the Circuit 
Court of the circuit in which the land is situated, in this case, 
the Third Circuit Court. 

Notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall be 
forwarded when the application is scheduled for Commission action. 

Should any questions arise, please contact Ilima Piianaia of 
this department at 961-8288. 

IP:mmk SIDNLY FUKE 
Director 

cc: SLUC 
DPLD - Land Use Division 
Mr. James J. Deter, Land Management Administrator, DLNR 

DL C 2 q 1Q7 



MEMORANDUM: 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of Hawaii, Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

To: DPW, DWS, Highwa ys, Health, R&D, 
Date: December 27, 1977Police, Fire, ~o i l Conserv., 

Dept. of Ag., He l co 

From : 

Subjec t : Special mit Application 
Suisan Company, Ltd. 
TMK: 2-4-49:21 & 22 portions 

The atta ched application for a special permit is forwarded for your 
revi ew. May we have your comments within two weeks. 

Thank you. 

mmk 

Enclosure 



DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY e COUNTY OF HAWA II 

P . 0 . BOX 1620 HILO, HAWAI.I 96720 25 AUPUNI ST REE T• 

January 6, 1978 

TO: Planning Department 

FROM: Manager 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION 
SUISAN COMPANY, LTD. 
TMK: 2-4-49:21 &22 PORTIONS 

Water for the proposed development is available from the 8-inch 
waterline along Kealakai Street. 

D 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

HILO, HAWAII 

DATE January 6, 1978 

TO Planning Department 

FROM Chief Engineer 

SUBJ ECT: Application for Special Permit 
Applicar t: Suisan Co ., Ltd . 
Location : Panaewa Farm lots , Wai akea, South Hilo, Hawai i 
THK: 2- 4- 49 : 21 and por . 22 

We have reviewed t he subject applicati on and our comments ar e as 
f ollows : 

The exist ing front age road is County maintained wit h 18' wide pave­
ment width in good condition. 

, ' I 
I 



MEMORANDUM: · 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT Count of Hawaii, Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

To: DPW, DWS, Highways, He!ith, R&D, 
Police, Fire, Soil Conserv., 
Dept. of Ag., Helco · 

Date: December 27, 1977 

From: 

Subject: _ Special mit Application 
Suisan Company, Ltd. 
TMK:. 2-4_-49:21 & 22 portions 

The attached application for a special permit is forwarded for your 
review. May we have your comments within two weeks. 

I 

Thank you. 

Department of Healthmmk 
Hilo, Hawaii 
January 6, 1977Enclosure 

COMMENfS 

Following are the environmental health concerns and reference public 
health regulations: 

1. Sewage 

Chapter 38, "Sewage treatment and Disposal System". 

2. Food Mantifacturing 

Chapter 1-~, Food service and Food Establishment Sanitation Code. 

J. Air Conditioning and Mechanical Ventillation 

Chapter 28, "Air Conditioning and Ventillating. 

HA<t~A 
Chief Sanitarian, Hawaii 



WAIAKEA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
P. 0. Box 1361 

Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

January 9; 1978 

Mr. Sidney Fuke, Director 
Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear Mr. Fuke: 

has 
The Waiakea 

completed its r e view of the 
Soil and Water Conservation District Board 

Special Permit application 
for land parcelsubmitted by --=S~u~i~s~a~n~C~o=mc.=-p=a=n~Y~,-""L~t=d~.------------­

TMK 2-4-49:21 and 22 portions 

We have attached the resource evaluation prepared by the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service containing pertinent soi ls information. 

Other Factors Affecting Development: 

Upon completion of our field investigation with SCS technicians, it 
has been determined 

See attached SCS report. 

We hope that we have been of some assistance. Please do not hesitate 
to call on us for further clarification should the need arise. 

Sincerely, 

~~~-?-- ~ 
Moses M. Ahuna ~ 

Chainnan 

Attachme nt 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

P. O. Box 1361 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

January 5, 1978 

Mr, Moses M. Ahuna 
Chairman , Waiakea SWCD 
120 Ainaola Drive 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear Mr. Ahuna: 

As per Waiakea Soil and Water Conservation District's request , our staff 
has completed the resource evaluation concerning TMK 2-4-49:21 & 22 portions 
(Suisan Company, Ltd.) presently under consideration for development . For your 
convenience, the report is composed of two sections: Soil-Related Information 
and Other Factors Affecting Development. 

Soil-Related Informa tion 

rKFD Keaukaha extremely rocky muck, 6 to 20 percent slopes . 

This soil is undulating to rolling. Rock outcrops occupy about 25 
percent of the area. The surface layer is about 8 inches thick and 
is underlain by pahoehoe lava. The soil is strongly acid. 

The soil above the lava is rapidly permeable. The pahoehoe lava is 
very slowly permeable but the water moves rapidly through the cracks . 
Runoff is medium, and the erosion hazard is slight. 

rPAE Papai extremely stony muck, 3 to 25 percent slopes. 

Th i s soil is quite similar to rKFD above except that it is underlain 
by Aa lava and the permeability is rapid and runoff is slow. 

Other Factors Affecting Development 

Both of these soils have lava at 10 inches or les~ and a qualified soils 
engineer should assist in the design of foundations for buildings. The 
limitation for septic tanks or filter fields for both soils is severe due 
to lava at shallower depths. · 

We hope that we have been of some assistance on this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to call on us for further technical assistance should the need arise. 

Sincerely, 

Roy Cammack 
DisLrict Conservationist 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

349 KAPIOLANI STREET 
HILO, HAWAII 96720 

OUR REFERENCE GUY A. PAUL 

YOUR REFERENCE CHIEF OF POLICE 

January 9, 1978 

TO SIDNEY FUKE, PLANNING DIRECTOR 

FROM GUY A. PAUL, CHIEF OF POLICE 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION - SUISAN COMPANY, LTD. 
TMK: 2-4-49:21 &22 portions 

The special permit application submitted by the Suisan Company, Ltd. has 
been reviewed and from the police standpoint, we can foresee no adverse 
effects from the requested land use. 

nr:vv7i.~-L 
CHI~~ OF POLI CE 

RLP/k 



HERBERT T. MATAYOSHI, MAYOR 
CLARENCE W. GARCIA, DIRECTOR 

January 10, 1978 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

FROM: RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION 
SUISAN COMPANY, LTD. 
TMK: 2-4-49:21 & 22 PORTIONS 

With reference to the abovementioned subject, we have no 
adverse comments. 

~-~ 
CLARENCE W. GARCIA 
DIRECTOR 



GEORGE R. ARIYOSHI 
GOVERN OR 

STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
1428 SO. K ING STREET 

H ONOLULU. HAWAII 968 14 

January 10, 1978 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Mr. Sidney Fuke , Director 
Hawaii County Planning Department 

Subject: Special Permit Application 
Suisan Compa ny, Ltd. 
TMK: 2-4-49: 21 & 22 portions 

JOHN FARIAS, JR . 
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

YUKIO KITAGAWA 
DEPUT Y TO THE CHAIRMAN 

BOARD MEMBERS : 

ERNEST F. MORGADO 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

Sidney Goo 
MEMBER-AT - LAR GE 

SHIZUTO KADOTA 
HAWAII MEMBER 

STEPHEN 0 . L. AU 
KAUAI MEMBER 

FRED M . OGASAWARA 
MAUI MEMBER 

The Depa rtment of Agricul tur e has reviewed the subj ect application 
and has no obj ection to the r equ est for special permit. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

1 
Agriculture 



COUNTY OF 
HAWAII 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
25 AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 06720 HERBERTT. MATAYOSIII 

Mayor 

SIDNEY M. FlJKE 
Dlr..-ctor 

DUANE KANUIIA 
Deputy Director 

February 7, 1978 

Dear Property Owner: TMK: 

Special Permit Application 
Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii 

Tax Map Key 2-4-49:21 and 22 

You are hereby notified that a request for a special permit 
to allow the establishment of a fruit processing plant with retail 
sales facilities on 20.483 acres of land situated within the State 
Land Use Agricultural District has been submitted by the petitioner, 
Suisan Company, Ltd. 

The property involved is located on the northeastern side of 
Kealakai Street, approximately 3,200 feet from Stainback Highway in 
the Puna direction, Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South 
Hilo, Hawaii. 

A public hearing on the subject among others will be held 
beginning at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 23, 1978, in the 
Councilroom, County Building, South Hilo, Hawaii. 

You are invited to comment on the application at the hearing 
or submit written comments prior to the hearing date. 

@.~e
Director 

smn 

Enclosure 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of public hearings to be held by the 

Planning Commission of the County of Hawaii in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 5-4.3 of the Charter of the County of Hawaii o 

PLACE: Council Room, County Building, South Hilo, Hawaii 

DATE: Thursday, February 23, 1978 

TIME: Item Nos. 1 to 5: ZJ ; .O O p.m. 
Item Nos. 6 to 7: 7:00 p.m. 

The purpose of the public hearings is to afford all interested 

persons a reasonable opportunity to be heard on the following requests: 

1. PETITIONER: HARVEY CARMACK 

LOCATION: Approximately 4,500 feet northwest of the 

Volcano Highway in the Pacific Paradise 

Mountain View Manor Subdivi~ion, Increment 3, 

1 Ola 1 a Reservation Lots, 'Ola'a, Puna. 

TMK: 1-8-82:77 

PURPOSE: Variance to allow the retention of a single 

family dwelling with a 5 1 -8½" side yard 

2 1 -8½11setback and a clear space in lieu of 

the minimum requirements of 8 and 4 feet 

respectively for an 8,346-square foot loto 



2. PETITIONER: 

LOCATION: 

TMK: 

PURPOSE: 

3 0 PETITIONER: 

LOCATION: 

TMK: 

PURPOSE: 

4. PETITIONER: 

LOCATION: 

TMK: 

STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTING AND 
GENERAL SERVICES 

At the University of Hawaii Hilo College 

campus, approximately 800 feet makai of the 

existing Adult Student Housing facilities, 

Waiakea Cane Lots, Waiakea, South Hilo. 

2-4-01:portion of 7 

Variance to allow the construction of a 

gymnasium with a height of 48 feet in lieu 

of the maximum limit of 35 feet as stipulated 

in the Single Family Residential - 10,000-

square foot zoned district. 

COUNTY OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND 
RECREATION 

Adjacent to and mauka of the Hilo Boys' Club 

Complex, Ponahawai, South Hilo. 

2-3-20:portions of 2 and 7 

Change of zone for 7.2 acres of land from a 

Single Family Residential - 7,500 square 

foot (RS-7.5) to an Open (O) zoned district. 

SUISAN COMPANY, LTD. 

Northeastern side of Kealakai Street, approxi­

mately 3,200 feet from Stainback Highway in 

the Puna direction, Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd 

Series, Waiakea, South Hilo. 

2-4-49:21 and 22 

- 2 -



PURPOSE: Special Permit to allow tne establishment of 

a fruit processing plant with retail sales 

facilities on 20.483 acres of land situated 

within the State Land Use Agricultural 

District. 

5. PETITIONER: HAWAII ISLAND HUMANE SOCIETY, SPCA 

LOCATION: Site of the Keaau Animal Shelter along the 

east side of the Kea'au-Pahoa Road, approx­

imately 1.5 miles from Kea'au, Kea'au, Puna. 

TMK: 1-6-03:74 

PURPOSE: Special Permit to allow the addition of 

kennels and a garage and to legitimize the 

existing Humane Society Use on 2.8 acres of 

land situated within the State Land Use 

Agricultural District. 

6. PETITIONER: SUISAN COMPANY, LTD. 

LOCATION: On the Hilo side of Kumau Street and approxi­

mately 170 feet makai of Kalanianaole Street, 

Wai~~ea Warehouse Lots, Waiakea, South Hilo 

TMK: 2-1-07:3 

PURPOSE: (a) Variance to _allow the construction of a cold 

storage warehouse with a l'-0" rear yard 

setback in lieu of the minimum requirement of 

20'-0" as stipulated within the General 

Industrial - 20,000 square foot (MG-20) zone. 

(b) Special Man2gement Area (SMA) Use Permit 

to allow the establishment of a cold-storage 

warchcuse facility and related improvements 

on 22,387 square feP-t of land. 

- 3 --
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7. PETITI ONER : STATE OF HAWAI J DP. PARTMFNT OF PLANNING AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

LOCATION: About one mile makai of Lava Tree State Park 

on the east side of Pohoiki Road, Kapoho, 

Puna. 

TMK: 1-4-O1:portion of 2 

PURPOSE: Special Permit to allow the establishment of 

a geothermal research facility and to conduct 

flow tests on approximately 4 acres of land 

situated within the State Land Use Agricultural 

District. 

Maps showing the general locations and boundaries of the areas 

under consideration and/or plans of the proposed developments are on 

file in the offic e of the Planning Depa rtment in the County Build ing 

· at 25 Aupuni Stree t, Hilo, Hawaii, and are ope n to inspection during 

office hours. All comments should be filed with the Planning Commis­

sion before that date, or in person at the public hearing. 

PLANNING COMM ISSION 
William F. Mi e lcke, Chairman 
By Sidney M. Fuk e 
Planning Director 

(Hawaii Tribune-H erald: Februa ry 13 and 21, 1978) 
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RECORD OF VOTING 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

County of Hawaii 

Date 

.:- U::-: .S .-\l'T c o :11'/.FY , L'.I' T) . - S, "::Cial Pcr r, :i. tPetitioner 

Preliminary hearing Request 

ACTION: Approve 

Deny 

Defer . ......... 
p ; \,c, 0,, ( ,__,h .. '- .,. (_s I?--!-/:_- \

✓ Continue 1 
Schedule for public hearing 

Other:-------.----------------------------

Commissioners Aye No -Excused Abstain 

/ 
. . 

FUJIMOTO, Shigeru 
/ 

./
HANLEY, J. Walsh 

JITCHAKU, Lorraine R. ✓ 

MURAKAMI, Haruo 1-- \ ✓ 

NAKANO, Bert H. V 

ORITA, Alfredo V 

PARIS, William Jr. ✓ 

SAKAMOTO, Charles , ' 1 '.\ ✓ 

MIELCKE, William F. ✓ .. 

I .. • i ' 
... 

Actioi 
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PLANNING COMMI SSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawai i 

MINUTES 
February 23, 1978 

The Planning Commission met in regular session at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Councilroom, County Building, South Hilo, Hawaii, with Chairman 
William F. Mielcke presiding. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: J. Walsh Hanley 
Shigeru Fujimoto (Left at 3:00 p.m.) 
Lcrraine R. Jitchaku 
Haruo Murakami 
Bert H. Nakano 
Alfredo Orita 
William J. Paris, Jr. 
Charles Sakamoto 

Duane Kanuha, Deputy Planning Director 
Norman Hayashi, Planner 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
Keith Kato, Pla nner (Left at 5:00 p.m.) 

David Murakami, repre senting Ex-officio Member , Edward 
Harada (Left at 3:0 p.m.) 

Quirino Antonio, representing Ex-officio Member, Akira 
Fujimoto (Left a t 11:30 p.m.) 

Lionel Meyer, Deputy Corporation Counsel (From 7:00 p.m.) 



Public Works' representative, David Murakami, informed the Commissioners 
that the Department feels that three d r i veways along Kawili Street 
would be too many, and they would check this during plan approval. 

Commissioner Murakami expressed his concern for traffic safety and 
said he was not in favor of three accesses. 

Mr. Inada said that they are considering cutting down the accesses 
to just two as they do agree the accesses were pretty close together. 

Upon the Deputy Director's questioning, Mr. Inada said he had no 
objections to the addition of anotherconditionof approval that 
accesses to the parking area shall meet the approval of the 
Chief Engineer. 

Mr. Inada said he thought they would be able to conform to the 
conditions as outlined by the staff without any problems. 

It was moved by Commissioner Paris and seconded by Commissioner 
Sakamoto that the public hearing be closed; motion was carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Jitchaku and seconded by Commissioner 
Murakami to approve the variance request with the conditions outlined 
by the staff and the added condition, "That access(es) to the 
parking area shall meet with the approval of the Department of 
Public Works." A roll call vote was taken and motion c a rried with 
seven ayes. 

CHANGE OF ZONE Public hearing on the application of the County 
COUNTY OF HAWAII of Hawaii Department of Parks and Recreation 
DEPARTMENT OF for a change of zone for 7.2 acres of land 
PARKS AND from a Single Family Residential - 7,500 square 
RECREATION f oot (RS-7.5) to an Open (O) zoned district. 
PONAHAWAI, The area involved is located adjacent to and 
SOUTH HILO mauka of the Hilo Boys' Club Complex, Ponahawai, ­

South Hilo~ TMK: 2-3-20:portions of 2 and 7. 

Staff presented background i nformation and recommendation f o r a pproval 
wi t h c onditi ons on fi l e . 

The petitioner's representa tive , Glenn Miyao, stated tha t t he Depart­
ment of Parks and Recreation is reserving the makai 50 f eet for 
the extension of Laimana Street. 

It was moved by Commissioner Jitchaku and seconded by Commissioner 
Paris that the public hearing be closed; motion was carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Paris and seconded by Commissioner 
Jitchaku to send a favorable recommendation to the Hawaii County 
Council with the conditions outlined by the staff. A roll call 
vote was taken and motion carried with seven ayes. 

j SPECIAL PERMIT Public hearing on the application of Suisan 
SUISAN COMPANY, Company, Ltd., for a Special Permit to allow 
LTD. the establishment of a fruit processing plant 
WAIAKEA, SOUTH with retail sales facilities on 2.8± acres of land 
HILO situated within the State Land Use Agricultural 

District. The property involved is located along 

- 9 -
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the northeastern side of Kealakai Street, approximately 3,200 feet 
from the Stainback Highway in the Puna direction, Panaewa Farm Lots, 
2nd Series, Waiakea, Sout h Hilo, TMK: 2-4-49:21 and 22. 

Staff presented background information on file. 

The petitioner's representative, Charles Umamoto, said that they 
have found it extremely difficult to operate within the present 
2 acres near the airport. He stated that a portion of the building 
would be used for office use which would relate to whatever operation 
they have on the property. He said the commercial activities mentioned 
in their application would probably later on include frozen foods 
like shrimps, fish, etc. 

Mr. Umamoto pointed out that the Panaewa area request is for a 
long-range program, and that they have been looking for industrial 
areas within Hilo and find it extremely difficult to obtain lands 
as most of them are owned by Hawaiian Homes and the rental there 
is too high. He added that transportation costs from the wharf to 
Panaewa would be the same. He said they were essentially looking 
toward phasing out the present facility near the airport because 
of the dilapidated condition of the building and it would be 
uneconomical for them to rebuild because of certain requirements. 

Mr. Umamoto said they have looked at other alternative site s; 
however, they have not found one which fits their total needs 
as they had to choose an area where 10 or 15 years from now they 
won't find out it's too small. 

It was moved by Commissioner Murakami and seconded by Commissioner 
Sakamoto to continue the public hearing at the next Hilo meeting 
for the purpose of making a field trip to the existing facility 
and to be able to obtain further information. 

Mr. Umamoto informed the Commi.ssioners that the date of the auction 
has not been set and would be after a decision has been made by 
the Planning Commission and the State Land Use Commission . 

A roll call vote was take n a nd motion carried with seven ayes. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

HEARING TRANSCRIPT 
February 23, 1978 

A regul a rly advertised public hearing, on the application of 
Suisan Company, Ltd., was called to order at 3:59 p.m. in the 
Councilroom, County Building, South Hilo, Hawaii, by Chairman 
William F. Mielcke. 

PRESENT : William F. Mielcke ABSENT: Shigeru Fujimoto 
Lorraine R.Jitchaku J. Walsh Hanley 
Haruo Murakami 
Bert H. Nakano Quirino Antonio, 
Alfredo Orita representing Ex­
William J. Paris, Jr. officio Member 
Charles Sakamoto Akira Fujimoto 

David Murakami, 
Duane Kanuha, Deputy Planning Director reprsenting Ex­
Norman Hayashi, Planner officio Member 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner Ed,;•rn.rd Ha.rad.a 
Keith Kato, Planner Corporation Counsel 

and about 6 people in attendance 

CHAIRMAN: We'll proceed with our agenda, Item Number 4. Public 
hearing on the application of Suisan Company, Ltd., for a Specia l 
Permit to allow the establishment of a fruit processing plant with 
retail sales facilities on 2.8~ acres of land situated wi t hin the 
State Land Use Agricultur al District. The property involved is 
located along the northeastern side of Kealakai Street, approximately 
3,200 feet from Stainback Highway in the Puna direction, Panaewa 
Farm Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, TMK: 2-4-49:21 and 22. 
Staff? 

KATO: (Presented background information on file.) 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Keith, Would. you clarify on the first 
page on the bottom, there is a quote , " By this letter, we are 
authorizing the Suisan Company, Limited , to sign as applicant for the 
Special Use Permit. We would like t o point o ut , however , that this by 
no means implies that Suisan Company , Limited, will have any preferenc e 
to the proposed l ease of the property, as the lease must be o ffered 
at pub lic 2.uction. 11 In other words, they h ave authorization to go 
ahead and pursue the applicati on, but there's no assurance that they're 
actually going to get t he parcel, property? 

KATO: That 1 s correct. 

IT 0 
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CHAIRMAN: Okay, Commissioners, any questions of the -

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Murakami. 

MURAKAMI: 
is classed as 

Keith, can you tell me, 
Agricultural Class E. 

you know , why this property 

HAYASHI: Mr. Chairman, perhaps I can answer that question. 
As far as the classi fication E or very poor, that's determined by 
the Land Study Bureau which is now a defunct agency of the State. 

CHAIRMAN: Tha nk you. Commissioners, any further questions of 
the staff? I'd like to at this time call the applicant or a 
representative of the applicant forward. I'll swear you in please. 
Will you raise your right hand. Do ·you swear to tell the truth 
and nothing but the truth on this matter now before the Hawaii 
County Planning Commission? 

UMAMOTO: I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Will you please be seated and state your name into 
the microphone. 

UJ.'v1AMOTO: My names is Charles Umamoto. I'm representing Suisan 
Company. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Umamoto. The quest:1.on that I think I 
raised originally is that you have authorization to go ahead and 
proceed with the Special Use Permit, however it is understood that 
you will not have any preference in the proposed lease of the property 
and that the property is going to be leased at public auction? 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Any comments that you would like to make 
concerning the background report on the applica tion. 

UMAMOTO: I'd like to add several things. First of all, Suisan 
Company, as was stated, has been in the food processing busiues s 
for probably 15, 16 years. At our p r esent operation facility which 
is about 2 acres, we find it extremely difficult to operate within 
that 2 acres. In fact, last year the FDS came in and really wrote 
us up for a sizeable amount to make improvements there; and because 
of the relative closeness to the airport runway, there are several 
restrictions as far as building of a new, putting up a new building . 
So we are presently looking for new areas. And tonight I'll be 
here also to represent Suisan for the variance on the Kumau Street 
property which we are thinking about investing $400,000 in a freezer 
on the I<umau Street proJ:,·c:rty there. 

But this year, this coming year, we have 400 a cres of guava that 
private farmers are going to be harves ting and we find it that if 
the trend keeps up where p eople are going to start growing more 

- 2 ·-
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guava, lilikoi, and papaya, we have to have the area to process 
these fruits. I'm also working with the County Research and Develop­
ment on a short-term basis. We're looking at an area probably in 
the old Inter-island airport as a place to receive and sort guavas 
and papayas and lilikoi because we can't do that at our present site. 
It's too congested. That's about it. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Urnarnoto. Members of the Commission, 
do you have any questions of the representative of the applicant? 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Murakami? 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Urnarnoto, right now where are you folks located 
at, at the old Koksui Building? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, at 1965 Karn Avenue, down along the airport 
runway, next to Ebesuzaki's. 

CHAIRJllAN: Right next to the runway. 

MURAKAMI: I see. What's the square area you are using at 
present? 

UMAMOTO: I believe it's about a little over 2 acres. 

MURAKAMI: Over 2 acres. I'm talking about the building where 
you're processing these foods, the area. You're using the full 
2 acres. 

UMAMOTO: No, no. We're using about, new you have to understand 
that we have a frozen food operation there and also in the same 
area we have a jams and jellies processing plant and a puree 
processing plant. As far as the fruit processing, we have about 
or we use about half the area. 

MURAKAMI: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Members of the Commission, any further questions 
of the applicant? Commissioner Pari s? 

PARIS: In other words, this new area is going to be strictly 
for your food processing area, not those other facilities? I'm 
just thinking you said 2 acres is not enough and this is 2.8 acres, 
so this is not much of an increase, but you won't have the height 
limitations out there, I guess? 

UMAMOTO: In Panaewa, yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Staff, did you have any questions? 

HAYASHI: Mr. Chairman, I have several questions, and I'll go 
one by one. 

First of all, according to your application, you'll have a visitors 
center. What is proposed within the visitors center and where will 
it be situated? I don't see it on the ma p there. 



CHAIRMAN: 
all right. 

Mr. Umamoto, if you'd like to go up to the map, it's 

UMAMOTO: 
would be for 

It would be located here. 
our office use and another po

A portion of this building 
rtion for the retail. 

HAYASHI: Okay, the next question is, also in your application 
you stated that you'll have general offices , can you sort of clarify 
that? Will that be directly related only to the activity on the 
property? 

UMAMOTO: Just by saying general offices would be related to 
whatever operation we have on the property, yes. 

Hl'.YASHI: So you don't intend to have a doctor's office or 
anything else like that? 

UMAMOTO: No, no. 

HAYASHI: Okay, also in your application you said that you'll 
have retail and wholesale activities, would these activities be 
only for those products produced or processed on the premise? 

UM.A.MOTO: Well,if, when we're talking about wholesaling, 
again, it depends largely on, wait a minute. Norman, could you 
repeat the question. 

HAYA.SHI: Okay, in other words, your commercial activity there, 
would it be only for those products which are processed on the 
premise or would you be getting or selling fish or something else 
from that property? 

UMAMOTO : Well, as stated in the report that the staff gave, 
we find that with the freezer operation, because the tropical fruits, 
because it's a seasonal thing, to make t he investment pay for itself, 
we will have to probably later on, bring in our frozen foods operation 
there. We don't know yet. 

HAYASHI: So that goes to my next question where in your applica-· 
tion, you say store and hold all types of frozen merchandise for 
investory, that means under this particular application, do you 
intend to eventually sell frozen foods like shrimps or whatever? 

UMAMOTO: I believe so, yes. 

HAYASHI: So that's part of your application here today? 

UMAM.OTO: Yes. 

HAYASHI: Okay, the next question is, you said that you'll be 
using the remaining area for guava and lilikoi farming, do you have 
any timetable as to when you'll go into planting? 

UM.AMOTO: As far as planting goes, if we can get the bid at 
the auction, then I would say within six months or so. 
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HAYASHI: That's all I have, thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Hayashi. Commissioners? 

MURAKAMI: Yes, I'd like to further the question as far as 
the frozen foods. I know you folks have a variance en Waiakea 
for storage, what is that storage going to be? They had said 
storage but they didn't say specifica lly what the storage was for, 
so now you mention you're going to use this area for frozen storage. 

UMAMOTO: Well, first of all I'd like to say that the Company's 
immediate goal is to put up a cold storage at Kumau Street. The 
reason for this, we find that we have to put up a cold storage to 
take care of the summer fruits that are coming in. Now, when the 
puree is processed, it has to be frozen. Our inventory has to be 
frozen and this year, we're projecting, as far as guava goes, 
about 2 1/2 million pounds of finished product. And in the past, 
what we've been doing is that we can't keep up with the demands, 
so we've been processing the fruits, freezing the fruits, and 
shipping it out. Also, the freezer on Kumau Street will be used 
for the frozen, a portion will be used for frozen foods because we 
have to overhaul some of the freezers we have on our present site. 

MURAKAMI: But now you're claiming that because when you 
process puree at this present facility, it's not enough because JOU 
say you have to freeze it after the finished product, with this 
building you're suppose to be able to store enough, right? 

UMAMOTO: With the Kumau Street one? 

MURAKAMI : We're talking about the processed product, finished 
product . 

UMAMOTO: Yes, you know, first of all this Panaewa thing is 
a long-range planning for the company. We' ve been looking for 
industrial areas within Hilo and find it extremely difficult to 
get , basically because Hawaiian Homes owns most o f the land there 
which is zoned industrial; and working with agricultural products 
as most of you know, that we're working with an item which brings 
in very small profits. For instance, we may purchase the gua va 
at 9 cents a pound, we process the fruit, we get 60 percent return 
on the fruit and we sell it for 19 cents a pound. So as you can 
see, working with agricultural products, you're t alking about a 
large investment and small return. Therefore, we can't afford to go 
into Hawaiian Homes' lands because basically the rental is too high . 

MURAKAMI : But primarily you're coming for this Special Permit 
for processing and storage and freezing or cooling of the finished 
product , right? 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 

MURAK.l\MI: Oka y. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you, Commissioner Murakami. 

JITCHAKU: Just one comment, Mr. Chairman? 

r 



CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Jitchaku. 

JITCHAKU: Charles, then we're talking about your long-range 
plans for the company and your expanding it, you're essentially 
looking for phasing out of your present facilities then, near the 
airport because of its condition? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, because of its conditions, really because as 
we found that the building is being held up by termites holding 
their hands together and the minute they start releasing, that 
thing is going to start collapsing. But at that present site, 
even if we were to tear down the old building, it would not be 
economical for us to rebuild there because of the certain require­
ments. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you. Any further que~tions? 

KANUHA: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAI RMAN : Yes, Deputy Director. 

KANUHA: Charlie, I had a couple of questions that were some-~ 
what along the line of what Commissioner Jitchaku had previously 
hinted at and perhaps as a matter of information, would you be 
able to tell the Commission at this time what the advantages from 
a business standpcint would be to locating a facility such as 
you're applying for at this distance away from the comme!:"cial or 
industrial hub of the City of Hilo? 

UMAMOTO: Well, first of all, like I said before, if you, the 
County or whoeve r could find us land closer to our present operational 
site, we'd be very happy to consider the thing. But again, like I 
explained, we can't afford the type of lease that Hawaiian Homes is 
going to ask for. As far as the operations, hauling our products 
from the wharf to Panaewa, we find that as far as the PUC rate goes, 
it's the same as our present facility now. 

KANUI·IA: By the way you responded to that particular question, 
I'm assuming that you folks have looked at other alternative sites 
before finally selecting on this particular site, is that correct? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, basically because we tried looking and we can-' t 
find an area which fits our total needs. By this I mean t hat if 
the Company is going to invest such a large sum into moving this 
operation we can't be moving it, taking a chance that we might move 
to an area which we find out 10, 15 years from now it's too small. 

KANUHA: Okay, Charlie, the last question that I had was what 
kind of time frame are you talking about as far as the operations 
that you are pre sently proposing . In other words, would it be 
reasonable to as s ume that at some point in the future, if this 
particular operation, i f it's approved, is ver y successful, would 
there be or are you contemplating future e xpansion at this particular 
site? 

UMAMOTO: Expansion, what do you mean by expansion, more than 
the 2.8 acres that we're asking for? 



KANUHA: Both in the produce, the lilikoi and the guava and 
the structural kinds of improvements. 

UMAMOTO: Well, as much as possible, we would rather have farmers 
grow the fruits. The main reason we're asking for so many acres to 
grow our own agricultural products is that the farmers now aren't 
getting into growing lilikoi; and being that lilikoi is a fruit that 
blends well with other type of drinks, we're g e tting so much orders 
in that we have to seek an area to plant this ourselves. But as 
far as expansion on the processing and by all means if the busine ss 
progresses like we are projecting, by all means maybe 5 years afte r, 
10 years, we won't know. · 

KANUHA: Okay, thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Commissione:cs, any further questions or 
staff? Mr. Umamot o, this is a public hearing, I'll ask you to take 
a seat in the audie nce and we will invite anyone from the aud i e nce 
who would like to t es t ify either for or against, or would like to 
comment on this application to please indicate so by raising their 
ha nd. No? 

Okay, Members of the Commission, this is a request for a Special 
Permit. The Commission's role in this is advisory or adjudicat o r y . 
Our duties are to conduct the public hearing which, of course, 
will af f ord the Corn.mission to receive information from the staf :E 
and from the p e titione r. We take p ub lic t estimonies, but there 
was no p ub lic testimony t oday. Our voting will be, this afternoon, 
either to continue the public hearing or to close the public hear i ng . 
If the public hearing is closed, well, we cannot take any action 
on this application for 15 days. What is your plea sure? 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Commis s ioner Murakami? 

MURAKAMI: I move for continuing the public hearing, that we 
go on a field trip and see the plant so that we know mor e or l e s s 
what we are deciding on, you know, whether to send a favo r able 
recomme ndation on the Special Permit or not. I have doubts in 
my mind as far as the processing plant. 

CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Commissioner Murakami that we 
continue the public hear ing to allow time for a field tr i p to 
the area. Is there a s e cond to tha t motion? 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman, when I s a y area, I'm noy speaking in t erms 
of the proposed area, the existing proces sing plant. 

CHAIRMAN: To the existing processing plant, I'm sorry, I 
misunderstood you. 

J'ITCHAKU: I have a question. 

CHAI RMAN : Que stion. 
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JITCHAKU: I'm just wondering, if we do close the public hearing, 
we still can go to the site and I recollect we may be able to discuss 
this particular application if it pertains to, anything pertaining 
to it at the next meeting. So I was just wondering if you still want 
to defer the meeting, Commissioner Murakami. 

MURAKAMI: Yes, but the point I'm asking is that if you close 
the public hearing, we cannot ask questions after the, because you 
cannot take any testimony right? 

CHAI RivlAN: Yes, for clarification, once the public hearing is 
closed, we will only clarify any testimony that has been given here 
today thus far, and any point of cla rification concerning the 
application. 

There is a motion to continue the public hearing. Is there a second 
on the motion to continue the public hearing? 

SAKAMOTO: I second the motion, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAI RMAN: It has bee n moved by Commissioner Murakami and 
seconde d by Commissioner Sakamoto that we continue the public 
hearing for the purpose of one making a field trip to the existing 
operation, is tha t correct, Commissioner Murakami? 

MURAKAMI: Yes. 

CHAI RMAN : And to afford the Commission a n opportuni ty to 
obta i n further information concerning the appi i cation. 

PIIANAIA: Is there a date? Are you talking about continuing 
it to the next Hilo mee t ing? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Murakami? 

MURAKAMI: Yes, okay, set the time for the next Hilo meeting. 

CHAIRMAN: All right , for the clarification on the motion , 
Commissioner Murakami i s moving tha t we contin ue the public hearing 
to our next scheduled Hi lo meeting for the purpose of inspecting 
the e x isting facility a n d obtaining further information concerning 
this a pplication for a Specia l Pe rmi t. Conunissioner Sa kamoto, is 
that your understanding on your second? 

SAKAMOTO: Yes. 

HAYAS HI: Mr. Chairman, I have one ques tion of the applica nt 
at thi s time. Charlie? 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto, would you come forwarA please. 

HAYASHI: Ha s the date of the auction b e en set? 

JITCHAKU: I was going to ask that question to the sta ff. 

UMAMOTO: As far as the date of the auction, that would be 
determined by Planning -



HAYASHI: It would be after a decision has been made by this 
body and subsequently the State Land Use Commission? 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, for clarification purposes, the question had 
to do with the date. Okay, did you all understand the question 
Mr. Hayashi questioned and the response? 

All right, there is a motion on the floor -

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman, before we take a vote, maybe you should 
ask the applicant if he can accommodate us. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto, Commissioner Murakami asked if you would 
be willing to accommodate us by an inspection of your present facility. 

UMAMOTO: All of you? 

CHAIR1v1..AN: All of us. 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Yes, they would Commissioner Murakami. 
I'd like to take a roll call vote on this. 

KATO: (Took a roll call vote.) 

Seven ayes, motion carries. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, Mr. Umamoto the public h e aring is being continued. 
We will advise you accordingly, or we will request a time that will 
be suitable to you when the Commission can make a field trip to your 
existing facility and your application will come up at our next 
scheduled meeting in Hilo which is tentatively set for March 22nd. 

PIIANAIA: I would suggest that p e rhaps we can try to work it 
into the morning of that meeting. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, I think that will be fine, Ilima. Okay, than~'" 
you Mr. Umamoto. 

The Chair proceeded to the next public hearing at 4:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon M. Nomura 
Secretary 

A T T E S T : 

Willia m F. Mielcke 
Chairma n, Planning Commission 
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Febru a ry 24 , 19 78 

tl r . Rex E"" tsuno , Pres i d 0nt 
~u is an Com~~ny , Ltd . 
1 9C5 Kamehnme~~ dVenue 
Hi lo , Ha,.- ,1i.i J(, 7 20 

~pctial ~errni t ~pplication 
'~2."·'._ 1:.-,--::i :-:e:v _?04)1:J : 21 n nd 22 

Tie Planni ~ Co~nission ~t it3 meetin~ of February 23 , 
1978 }1eld a duly 2-:vc~t.is0cl public llr:,2rir1rj or-i your application 
for a special pe::.mi t to a.llm-_· t:10 e~t~blis '.1men t o f a fru it 
processing pl~nt ~ith rat~il s2les fnc ilitics on 2. 8~ acr es of 
land s ituated 1.-:i t '.1in t\12 :.:. til te L a rid us P .'1() ricul tura 1 District 
in PanaGwa ?;,rm Lots , 2nd .Ser ier.; , ·.JaiakE::1 , .3 outh Hilo , Hawaii . 

11 '.1 i s is to inform you that the Cor::n.i ission voted to c ontinu e 
t he public h~o.rit,!] in o:::-der to al l o 1 •' t l:e Comr.tissioners an 
oppor tu::iity to visit .1our exis ti ng process ing plant and obtain 
adcli tional i nformcl tion. 

I n t he meantime , s hou ld you have any qL esti ons rFq nrd i ng your 
r equ est , please fee l f ree to contact t h<:? Planning Department 
at 961- 8288 . 

Willi a m F . ~ ielcke 
Chr'l i rillan , Pl a nning Commission 

l gv 
cc l1r . ,Jc1mcs l>C'tor , DLN:{ 

Jt~t ~ L~nC Us~ Com~ission 
Land Use J ivision , J.~J 

·P 



COUNTY OF 
HAWAII 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
25 AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 96720 HERBERTT. MATA YOSHI 

Mayor 

SIDNEY M. FUKE 
Dlrec1or 

DUANE KANUHA 
Deputy OireclOr 

March 10, 1978 

Dear Property Owner: TMK: 

Special Permit Application 
Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii 
Tax Map Key 2-4-49:21 and 22 

Please refer to our letter of February 7, 1978, at which 
time we informed you of the above request. 

You are hereby notified that a continuing public hearing on 
the subject among others will be held beginning at 7:00 porn. on 
Wednesday, March 22, 1978, in the Councilroom, County Building, 
South Hilo, Hawaii. 

You are invited to comment on the application at the hearing 
or submit written comments prior to the hearing. 

· Sincerely, 

~~ 
smn 

Enclosure 

cc: State Land Use Commission 
Land Use Division, DPED 



V:n.rch 10, 1 ~178 

~ l.r . :<.e:2, ! L.~t t ~;~r10 , :-::- r"1;:) ..-; i • ...~2 r-:.-t: 
Duisv..n Co:::;·=~·:.n y, :~_,j_ :-:-, i t ~ ·1 
l. 9 c; s .r-: un112 ; ~,ll ~i.J f1.: 1.\.V(:!111.1 -.:--~ 

l!ilo, HI 96720 

iJcar Mr. !· :a t:sun o : 

~:o~:ic r:.\ of a. f' l !~)l i c ; ic~:1. rin(J 
Lj_.-(1c i a l ;_ c n :, i t Z,;,,, ·lice. tic..-.n 
c:·c1x : ·.L~., lZ~:?'l 2 -tJ .... ~~:2 1 .:t rid. 2 :2 
•-.--•• • ___.. _ .. -_ .. __ ___ r•~ - • • - - ------• ... - · •---••-•-- ---

'I.'i.lis is to i nform you th.:it yo:..1r r, );--,u,::s t has bi-?cn sche duled 
for a p u !.>lic :":earinJ . ~~alt. lh:,u:.i..ri.·; a7:,0!! CJ othc?rs \-:ill be held 
!:)~•0innin,1 ut 7 :00 ~""I . ; '! . on '::e(.' ::1.c;1,.:c:iy, :.-'. z-:rcl~ :?2 , 1)7 3 , i!l the 
Councilroor:1, County :euildin,j , South i:ilo, l> •.-mii. 

The p re s~ncc o f a rc?rc~Jent:-\t i v0. wil l ~.:,e: a n:~r.r~c i 2t~d in orc:c,r 
that all qu~s~ ions rela t ive tc •:~0 reque s t nay be cla ri f iod . 

A copy of t~1e hoarinq notice is 0nclosed for your infor.r.1,::tio!, . 

:E.nc losur e 

cc: !-1r. Ctrns D::11ar1oto 
Mr. J a1'lu s J. Dctor 
Sta t°{:, Land Use Co:1ni s:.. ion 
La n~ Use Division, DP~D 

_\_ .. . 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of public hearings to be held by the 

Planning Commission of the County of Hawaii in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 5-4.3 of the Charter of the County of Hawaii. 

Councilroom, County Building, South Hilo, HawaiiPLACE: 

DATE: Wednesday, March 22, 1978 

TIME: 7:00 p.m. 

The purpose of the public hearings is to afford all interested 

persons a reasonable opportunity to be heard on the following requests: 

1. PETITIONER: HILO RADIATOR AND GLASS SHOP 

LOCATION: Along the easterly side of Kino'ole Street, 

approximately 200 feet south of Mohouli Street, 

Waiakea Houselots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South 

Hilo. 

TMK: 2-2-21:31 and 32. 

PURPOSE: Variance to allow the expansion of a non­

conforming use by adding an office area to 

an existing auto repair shop situated 

within the Single Family Residential -

10,000 square foot (RS-10) zoned district. 

2 PETITIONER: JARRETT AHIA 

LOCATION: Along the east side of Ahia Road, approx­

imately 2,000 f e et north of the junction 

of the Kalapana-Kap~ho Beach Road and the 

Pahoa-Kalapana Road, Kaimu-Makena Houselots, 

Puna. 



TMK: 1-2-04:26 

PURPOSE: Variance to allow the creation of three (3) 

lots with building site average widths of 

approximately 85.66 feet in lieu of the 

minimum requirement of 100 feet as stipulated 

within the Residential Agriculture - one-half 

acre (RA-.5a) zoned district. 

3. PETITIONER: SUISAN COMPANY, LIMITED 

LOCATION: Along the northeastern side of Kealakai 

Street,approximately 3,200 feet from Stainback 

Hignway in the Puna direction, Panaewa Farm 

Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo. 

TMK: 2-4-49:21 and 22 

PURPOSE: Special Permit to allow the establishment 

of a fruit processing plant with retail 

+sales facilities on 2.8_ acres of land 

situated within the State Land Use Agri­

cultural District. 

Maps showing the general locations and boundaries bf the areas 

under consideration and/or plans of the proposed developments are on 

file in the office of the Planning Department in the County Building 

at 25 Aupuni Street, Hilo, Hawaii, and are open to inspection during 

office hours. All comments should be filed with the Planning Commis­

sion before that date, or in person at the public hearing. 

PLANNING COMMISSION, 
WILLIAM F. MIELCKE, Chairman 
By SI DNEY M. FUL2 
Planning Director 

(Hawaii Tribune-He rald: Ma rch 12, and 20, 1978} 
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Date March 

RECORD OF VOTING 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

County of Hawaii 

22, 1978 

Petitioner SUISAN COMPANY, LTD. - Special Permit 

Preliminary hearing /2ublic hearing Request 

ACTION: Approve 

---Deny 

Defer 

Continue 

Actior 

Schedule for public hearing 

Other:______________________________ 

Commissioners Aye No Excused Abstain 

. . 
FUJIMOTO, Shigeru ,,_--

HANLEY, J. Walsh 
1 

JITCHAKU, Lorraine R. 

MURAKAMI, Ha ruo 

NAKANO, Bert H. ~~ 
ORITA, Alfredo 

PARIS, William Jr. v'' 

SAKAMOTO, Cha rles µtfl)-t~ 
MIELCKE, William F. .. 

.__ 
. ' ,____, 



PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

MINUTES 
March 22, 1978 

The Planning Commission met in regular session at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Councilroom, County Building, South Hilo, Hawaii, with 
Chairman William F. Mielcke presiding. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: Shigeru Fujimoto 
J. Walsh Hanley 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku Ex-officio Member 
Haruo Murakami Akira Fujimoto 
Bert H. Nakano 
Alfredo Orita 
William J. Paris, Jr. (Left at 4:47 p.m.) 
Charles H. Sakamoto 

Sidney M. Fuke, Director 
Norman Hayashi, Planner (From 4:25 p.m.) 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
William Moore, Planner 

David Murakami , representing Ex-officio Member Edward Harada 
Roxanna Garcia , Assistant Corporation Cqunsel 

and about 7 people in att e ndance EXHIB_ll T 



VARIANCE Public hearing on the application of Jarrett 
JARRETT AHIA Ahia for a variance to allow the creation of 
KAIMU-MAKENA three (3) lots with building site average 
HOUSELOTS, PUNA widths of approximately 85.66 feet in lieu 

of the minimum requirement of 100 feet as 
stipulated within the Residential Agriculture - one-half acre 
(RS-.Sa) zoned district. The property involved is located along 
the east side of Ahia Road, approximately 2,000 ·feet north of the 
junction of the Kalapana-Kapoho Beach Road and the Pahoa-Kalapana 
Road, Kaimu-Makena Houselots, Puna, TMK: 1-2-04:26. 

Staff explained that as the Subdivision Code allows for half 
an easement, the applicant essentially would provide half the 
easement and the adjoining parcel, if they came in for subdivision, 
would provide the other half. 

The Planning Director clarified that for the purpose of this 
subdivision, the Department would have to amend the conditions 
of approval by reflecting a 16-foot road right-of-way easement 
with a 12-foot pavement; however, this does not affect the variance 
application. The Director pointed out that the reason for 
Condition No. 2 is to allow for more useable area because of the 
easement going through Lots A and B. 

The applicant's representative, Gordon Inaba,had no questions 
on the recommendation and said he was able to comply with the 
conditions _as outlined by the staff. 

There was no one testifying on the application. 

It was moved by Commissioner Jitchaku and seconded by Commissioner 
Orita that the public hearing be closed; motion was carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Sakamoto and seconded by Commissione~ 
Jitchaku to approve the variance request with the conditions outlined 
by the staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion carried with 
seven ayes. 

~ PECIAL PERMIT Continuation of a public hearing on the applica­
SUISAN COMPANY, tion of Suisan Company, Ltd. for a Special Permit 
LTD. to allow the establishment of a fruit processing 
WAIAKEA, SOUTH plant with retail sales facilities on 2.8± 

acres of land situated within the State Land Use 
Agricultural District. The property involved is located along the 
northeastern side of Kealakai Street, approximately 3,200 feet from 
Stainback Highway in the Puna direction, Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd 
Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, TMK: 2-4-49:21 and 22. 

Staff noted that the public hearing was continued for the purpose
of obtaining additional information. 

The Chair pointed out that the Commissioners visited the existing 
Suisan ·building in the morning and observed their operations. 
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Staff explained that the property is owned by the State of Hawaii 
and that Suisan Company, Ltd. would have to bid on the lease for 
these lands when they are put up for auction. 

The applicant's representative, Charles Umamoto, reiterated his 
earlier statement that the Panaewa property is for a long-range 
program and that although they intended the rest of the acreage 
to be used for agricultural products, Suisan Company does not 
want to go into the farming business as much as possible. For 
clarification purposes, Mr. Umamoto stated that the Special Permit 
request is for the establishment of a fruit processing plant with 
retail sales facilities on 2.8~ acres. 

Under public testimony, Mr. Tom Matsumoto, expressed his concern 
on how the waste materials would be disposed of as his residence 
is nearby and also as he has a tissue culture laboratory which 
he did not want contaminated. 

The Chair informed Mr. Matsumoto that Mr. Rex Matsuno had told 
the Commissioners that one of their concerns was disposal of 
wastes as they did not want the smell to be offensive to the 
surrounding areas and that they are looking at utilizing the 
waste products so it would be economically beneficial. 

Also under public testimony, Ms. Linda Dela Cruz, President of 
Hawaii Guava Producers Association, spoke in favor of the proposal 
as it would alleviate their concerns of congestion at the present 
site. Mr. Umamoto said that their company is looking at alternative 
sites for the congestion problem and that they are presently working 
with the Department of Research and Development in trying to get 
the old airport area where the farmers could drop off their fruits. 

It was moved by Commissioner Sakamoto and seconded by Commissioner 
Nakano that the public hearing be closed; motion was carried. 

SMA USE PERMIT Public hearing on the application of the 
COUNTY OF HAWAII County of Hawaii Department of Public Works 
DEPARTMENT OF for a Special Management Area (SMA) Use Permit 
PUBLIC WORKS to allow the construction of a 10-inch sewer 
WAIAKEA, SOUTH main and appurtenances along the northern(makai) 
HILO side of Kuawa Street. The area involved is the 

Kuawa Street right-of-way between Manono Street 
and Kanoelehua Avenue, Waiakea, South Hilo, TMK: 2-2-32. 

Staff presented background information and recommendation for 
approval with conditions on file. 

The applicant's representative, Bruce Takamine, informed the 
Commissioners that the proposed improvement would start from the 
corner of Kanoelehua and Kuawa Streets to Manono Street and hook 
up to th~ existing sewer line. 

Commissioner Hanley expressed his concern of coordinating 
projects, as the State had just spent a considerable amount 
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HEARING TRANSCRIPT 
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A regularly advertised public hearing, on the application of Suisan 
Company, Ltd., was called to order at 7:31 p.m. in the Councilroom, 
County Building, South Hilo, Hawaii, by Chairman William F. Mielcke. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke .l\BSENT: Shigeru Fujimoto
J. Walsh Hanley 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku Ex-officio Member 
Haruo Murakami Akira Fujimoto 
Bert H. Nakano 
Alfredo Orita 
William J. Paris, Jr. 
Charles H. Sakamoto 

Sidney M. Fuke, Director 
Norman Hayashi, Planner 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
William Moore, Planner 

David Murakami, representing Ex-officio Member, Edward 
Harada 

Roxanna Garcia, Assistant Corporation Counsel 

and about 6 people in attendance 

CHAIRMAN: We' 11 move on to Item three .on the agenda. 
Continuation of a public hearing on the application of Suisan 
Company, Ltd. for a Special Permit to allow the establishment 
of a fruit processing plant with retail sales facilities on 
2.8+ acres of land situated within the State Land Use Agri­
cultural District. The property involved is located along the 
northeastern side of Kealakai Street, approximately 3,200 feet 
from Stainback Highway in the Puna direction, Panaewa Farm 
Lots, 2nd Series, Waiakea, South Hilo, TMK: 2-4-49:21 and 22. 
Staff, there is no need to read the background information, 
is there? 

PIIANAIA: No, because this was just continuing the hearing 
to obtain additional information. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, we visited the existing building this 
morning and saw their operation and what they were trying to 
accomplish. Do you have any questions that you'd like to ask 
of the staff on their background report? 

H. MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

EXHIBIT LL 



CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Murakami? 

H. MURAKAMI: There's one clarification. Maybe Ilima can clarify, :· 
for me. When you say the 2.8 acres under consideration, and yet 
you have over here, "adjoining lots comprising 20.486 acres", can 
you give me some idea as to where this 20. so many acres came? 

PIIANAIA: Okay, if you look at the presentation maps, Commis-
sioner Murakami, you'll notice that there are two lots involved 
in this petition. The request is to essentially establish the 
requested uses on 2.8 acres of these total two lots area. The 
petitioner is asking to establish 7 acres of one of the parcels 
in lilikoi and 10.243 acres of the entire second parcel in guava. 

H. MURAKAMI: Can you tell me if the two lots, they are the owners 
or whether that is a leased property or whether they're planning 
to lease or-? 

PIIANAIA: No, this property is owned by the State of Hawaii 
and essentially they will have to bid for these lands when the 
State puts it up for auction. There is no guarantee that the 
petitioner would be able to secure these lands for the proposed 
use because it does have to go to public auction. 

CHAIRMAN: They did have approval from the State to proceed 
with the applications? 

PIIANAIA.: Yes, yes they did. 

JITCHAKU: So actually, we're really not considering the 
10 acres and the 7 acres for farming because that's already -

PIIANAIA: Yes, essentially the petition is for the 2.8 
acres to cover the processing plant. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, Commissioners, any further questions of the 
staff? If there are no questions of the staff, I would like to 
invite the applicant or a representative of the applicant to 
come forward. I'll have to swear you in. Do you swear to tell 
the truth and nothing but the truth on this matter now before 
the Hawaii County Planning Commission? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Would you please be seated and state your name 
into the microphone. 

UMAMOTO: Charles Umamoto. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mr. Umamoto, do you have anything to 
add to the staff's background report for the benefit of the 
Commission? 

UMAMOTO: No, I think at this time, from last month's public 
hearing and this afternoon's visit by the Commissioners to 
our operation, we covered about everything. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you, Mr. Umamoto. Commissioners, do 
you have any questions of the applicant's representative? 
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JITCHAKU: I have one question, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Jitchaku. 

JITCHAKU: Charles, recently the Commissioners approved your 
freezer space down at Kalanianaole, I'm not sure if this was 
brought up at the preliminary hearing, but is the Company going 
to retain that portion down on Kalanianaole where your new site, 
your new freezing storage space will be? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, we are. Now, the problem here, I think it 
was brought up at last month's public hearing that Suisan's intent 
was far as future growth concerns, now the Kumau Street cold 
storage warehouse facility, we're programming that as a short­
range, we need it for this coming year's fruit crop; and that's 
why we're going ahead and try and get it completed by August. 

JITCHAKU: Oh, I stand corrected too. That was a cold storage 
and not a freezer. So you probably could use that for your other 
businesses, too, or something like that. 

UMAMOTO: Right, right. But Panaewa,again, is a long-range 
program. Now it's not necessarily that it's going to be completed 
in five years. We really don't know. But we're looking for an 
area where we can target our future expansion, too. 

JITCHAKU: Yes, another question. I was curious to see that 
and I understand there's a lot of farmers on the island that cultivate 
guavas and how many farmers do you buy your guavas from, or how ,· 
many growers is there right now? 

UMAMOTO: Gee, I'm really not sure. I think Mrs. Dela Cruz 
mentioned something to you today. I would imagine about 40 or 
50 farmers who are raising cultivated guavas; in other words, 
not wild guavas. 

JITCHAKU: So there's a lot that you probably would be able 
to service, but couldn't with your limited areas now that you 
probably couldn't purchase all the guavas that your plant could 
take then? 

UMAMOTO: Right. There's a lot of farmers who are interested 
not only in raising guavas, but also lilikoi. But they really don't 
want to invest their money or their time to get into something like 
that because they realize that we cannot handle all the fruits. 

JITCHAKU: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Sakamoto. 

SAKAMOTO: Going back to Lorraine's question, I just want to ask 
if this thing is okayed, how many employees? You're going to increase 
your employees? 

UMAMOTO: Well, I think so. You know, like I said, it's 
a long-range plan and if it's five years from now we go ahead 
and move our entire operation there, the whole project might be 
two, three million dollars by that time. Right now, we employ 
about 65 employees, and I'm sure with a new facility such as 
this, there is going to be need for more hiring. 
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CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Murakami? 

H. MURAKAMI: Charlie, I understand that you're going to use 
2.8 acres for your facilities, the rest of the acreage, are 
you folks going to plant papaya or guava or something in that 
nature on the rest of the land in the event you folks have the 
thing? 

UMAMOTO: In the 2.8 acres? 

H. MURAKAMI: No. I'm talking about besides the 2.8 acres 
because we're talking about 20.486 acres. Out of the 2.8 
acres is the one that you're going to put a plant on. 

UMAMOTO: Right, the other 17 or 18, let me see, 22 acres, 
so the other 19 acres or so would be for agricultural products. 
When I submitted the proposal, I set aside for guavas like that 
but I think if we get the land we probably will stick to strictly 
lilikoi right now. I'm not sure yet, you see, it depends on the 
market. 

H. MURAKAMI: But what I'm trying to find out is whether you folks 
are going to do the actual planting and the rest of the 

CHAIRMAN: Are you going into the farming business? 

UMAMOTO: Well, originally we had intended to do that, but 
right now we're trying to work out a program where we can work with 
some farmers, have them invest some money in this project and 
raise the fruits for us. 

H. MURAKAMI: Okay, thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioners, any further questions of -

UMAMOTO: Mr. Chairman, may I add something? 

CHAIRMAN: Surely, Mr. Umamoto, go ahead. 

UMAMOTO: Pertaining to Commissioner Murakami's last question, 
Suisan as much as possible, does not want to go into the farming 
business. 

H. MURAKAMI: Excuse me, maybe I should clarify myself. One is 
because of the fact that the property itself is considered agri­
cultural and if you have agricultural products growing, you can 
put your facility over there, this is why. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Yes, Ms. Piianaia. 

PIIANAIA: I just want to clarify once again the Special 
Permit, Charlie, that you're requesting, you know, when we first 
held this hearing, you talked about if it were approved, eventual 
long-range plans which might include the frozen foods division and 
things like that. Under this Special Permit application, you're 
only asking for uses related to the food products? Cause you're 
asking for the processing, promotion, wholesaling, and retailing 
of the food products. This was brought up and I'd just like to 
clarify it once more. 
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UMAMOTO: I think when we applied with the Special Permit, 
we were talking about wholesaling. Eventually, hopefully, we 
can move our entire operation up into this area and not just 
strictly food processing. 

PIIANAIA: But under this Special Permit, you're not asking 
for the entire operation or are y~u? 

UMAMOTO: Right now, for the 2.8 acres basically agriculturally. 
We might come in later on and pull something, but you know. 

CHAIRMAN: The application, Mr. Umamoto, is to allow the 
establishment of a fruit processing plant with retail sales 
facilities on 2.8~ acres. 

UMAMOTO: Right, right. It's just strictly, in. other words, 
it's strictly,we're asking for a Special Permit for the fruit 
processing. The frozen foods was brought up at the last public 
hearing and I don't know -

PIIANAIA: It's just a point that we would like clarified for 
the record. 

CHAIRMAN: Oka, so there is then no misunderstandings, your 
application for a Special Permit on behalf of Suisan i s for the 
establishment of a fruit processing plant with the retail sales 
facilities on 2.8~ acres. 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Fine. Commissioners, any further questions of 
Mr. Umamoto? Mr. Umamoto, this is a continuation of a public 
hearing, so we will be inviting members from the audience to 
testify. We'd like to ask that you remain in the audience in 
case there's some questions that come up that we'd like to ask 
you to respond to. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this is a public hearing on the application 
of Suisan, Ltd. for a Special Permit. The Chair at this time would 
like to invite any of your from the audience who would like to 
testify either for or against this application to please indicate 
so. Yes, the gentlemen in the blue jacket in the back row, if 
you'd come forward please. I'll have to swear you in. Do you 
swear to tell the truth and nothing but the truth on this application 
now before the Hawaii County Planning Commission? 

MATSUMOTO: I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Would you be seated and state your name into the 
microphone. 

MATSUMOTO: My name is Tom Matsumoto. I'm a leaseholder right 
across the proposed area that he's talking about. First of all, 
I want to ask, i f he's not planning to develop all 20 acres, why 
is he asking for 20 acres; and of the 2.7 acres of that shaded area, 
is he going to make the plant all at the same time and if so what 
he's going to do with the waste disposal materials? You know, like 
papaya processing plants, they have a stench. I have a residence 
there and want to know what his intentions are as far as taking 
care of all that wastes. 
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CHAIRMAN: Okay, Mr. Matsumoto, was that your only questions? 

MATSUMOTO: Yes, that's basically it. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto, would ·you care to respond to the 
question of how you intend to dispose of the waste now? I'll 
ask you to please come up to the table and speak into the 
microphone as we are taping the proceedings this evening. 

UMAMOTO: As far as the waste disposal, we probably intend 
to haul away the waste as you sort of observed today unless the 
engineers that we're working with can come up with something else. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto, I think in the course of our tour today, 
Mr. Matsuno said that you are investigating specific uses for the 
waste materials and uses of the by-products of the processing and 
that was part of your long-range plans to proceed some economic 
use for that. 

UMAMOTO: Right. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, but you presently, you don't know what-? 

UMAMOTO: No, we really don't know what we're going to do. 

CHAIRMAN: ••. what sites he's going to make available to you 
for that purpose at this time? 

UMAMOTO: Right. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, Mr. Matsumoto, I have a feeling that that 
doesn't really fully answer your question. I think they're talking 
about five years from now and that there may be technological 
improvements to the equipment and different uses for the by-products 
of the processing. In the Commission's tour of the existing 
facilities today, Mr. Matsuno did say that that was one of their 
conside rations and something that they were looking into. Yes, 
Mr. Sakamoto. 

SAKAMOTO: One question for Mr. Matsumoto. I want to know 
where his home is located and the distance from the location of 
his plant. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Matsumoto, would you come up to the map please 
and point out your residence and if you could tell us approximately 
how far you are from the site of the proposed plant? 

MATSUMOTO: Yes, this is my lot here. My home is right across 
here. This is the right-of-way going across. See, my home situates 
right here. I have a big investment in this place, so I want to 
know what they plan to do with the wastes. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Matsumoto, I might ask you while you're up, 
are you involved in agriculture? 

MATSUMOTO: Yes, I have a nursery right in this area which 
we're developing right · now. You see, I have a large investment 
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right across 
across here. 

here. We're building a tissue culture lab right 

CHAIRMAN: You're building, I'm sorry? 

MATSUMOTO: A tissue culture lab. 

CHAIRMAN: Tissue culture lab. 

MATSUMOTO: Yes. So I have a big investment here; and since 
I'm living here on the premises, I would like to know what thev're 
going to do with the wastes because I'm going to be there seve; 
days a week. They're going to be there five days a week. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, I can only say to you, Mr. Matsumoto, that 
Mr. Umamoto said that he can't tell you exactly what's going to 
happen five years from now and I can only reiterate what Mr. Matsuno 
told the Commission today is that that is a concern of theirs 
and they're looking at utilizing the waste in some economic ways 
and also they have concerns so it will not be offensive to the 
neighbors. 

UMAMOTO: Excuse me, maybe I can clarify. Mr. Matsumoto, 
presently we're hauling the waste products away daily, twice a 
day from our present operation. I mean, it's not going to be 
left there overnight or for weeks. 

H. MURAKAMI: In other words, Mr. Matsumoto, I think because of 
the fact that this involves food, I think they have to meet 
certain requirements of the Board of Health regulations and I 
don't think they would dump anything around the place. 

MATSUMOTO: No, no, well, my concern basically is since I'm 
there seven days a week, I have to tolerate the smell or whatever 
that, you know, at night maybe the wind blows the other way to the 
people down in the lower section, you know. My concern is that, 
one of them. Yes. 

SAKAMOTO: Mr. Matsumoto, since you said about the wind, 
where does the direction always come from anyway? 

MATSUMOTO: Basically, during the evening it blows mountain 
to ocean, basically. That's during the evening now. So right 
now there's nothing there so we don't know; and there's nobody 
below here, there's somebody up above me but in the nursery 
business, somebody below me is also in the nursery business. So 
as far as within that area, there's nothing that they can complain 
about. 

JITCHAKU: I have a question. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Jitchaku. 

JITCHAKU: Tom, I hate to be naive, but what is tissue cultiva-
tion? 
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MATSUMOTO: You see, tissue culture is a septic means of 
propagating plant material. One of the areas that we have to 
have is we have to build a lab that has to be so-called bacteria 
free; and contamination is the biggest problem that we have in 
tissue culture. Now, if they're going to build a plant here and 
it's not, you know, bacteria is microscopic, it can filter to my 
area. If I have contamination in my investment here, I'm a small 
man now, so I have a big investment in here, so I can't have that 
contamination coming over. 

JITCHAKU: Thank you. I know there's a piggery somewhere 
around there, is that the same area as you are or is it makai 
of Volcano road? Where's the Miyashiro Farm? 

MATSUMOTO: Wait, I'm trying to locate myself. Okay, Miyashiro 
is up here, and then Ha has a chicken farm up here. 

JITCHAKU: Okay, thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Hanley. 

HANLEY: I have a question for Tom. How big is your property 
there, Torn? 

MATSUMOTO: Ten acres, 10.008, I think. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Okay, thank you, Mr. Matsumoto. 
Mr. Umamoto, if you'll again remain with us. 

Ma'am, I think you raised your hand to testify. Okay, would you 
raise your right hand please and I'll swear you in. Do you swear 
to tell the truth and nothing but the truth on this matter now 
before the Hawaii County Planning Commission? 

DELA CRUZ: I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Would you please be seated and state your name 
into the microphone. 

DELA CRUZ: I'm Mrs. Linda Dela Cruz. I'm president of the 
Hawaii Guava Producers Association. We do business with Suisan 
Company, where he's located now; and we've had problems of taking 
our fruits to his place because it is very congested. Last year 
when we harvested our fruits and took it to the plant, we lined 
up, you were there today; and if you remember where they were bull­
dozing the next property to Suisan, we lined up over there 25, 30 
cars and waited our turns to go in and drop off our fruits. This 
past harvest period, it just ended about a month ago, that property 
was off limits to all the farmers and therefore we had to park our 
cars on the main highway. And that really was a hazard to all the 
farmers. We waited outside and going into the parking area where 
we drop off our fruits, we can hav.e only two cars at a time or 
one car. And even to turn around in there, turn our trucks around 
to get the backside of our trucks facing the scales where we 
can drop off the fruits was very hazardous. 
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And we have asked the State OPED from Honolulu to come over and 
look over the problems at the plant because we had a hard time 
delivering our fruits. We had two researchers up here last year 
to see how they could eliminate the problem and help us. We 
were thinking of using the airport facilities for dropping off 
our fruits, but that would take such a long time. 

So when Suisan came out with this plan, I think they had this 
plan in the making for about two, maybe more years, I'm not 
sure, but when we heard of this plan, we thought, gee, that was 
a break for us farmers. 

This last harvest period, Suisan, because of his limited facilities, 
could not accept wild guavas; and we have wild guava pickers in 
our association. There is no other processing plant as of this 
year that would take guavas here in Hilo. So we were trying to 
see if we could ship our fresh fruits to Honolulu. Honolulu wants 
the guavas, but it's too expensive to send it over. So we just 
do with what we have. But come the harvest period in August 
of this year, September, November, we anticipate a whole lot of 
congestion in that area. Now I'm sure if you approve this plan 
at this time, it probably will not take care of us . this coming 

· harvest period, but at least we'll have some sort of help coming 
next year. 

We now have registered members with the association, farmers 
that number 50 paid members that just came on board this year. 
Fifty paid members. We still have about another 50 to bring 
into the association. We're growing by leaps and bounds. 
This is a Statewide organization. We have all processors and 
manufacturers throughout the state that's in this association. 
The bulk of the guava puree come from here. We have the bulk 
of the farmers here on this island. On the island of Kauai, 
Kilauea Agronomics has already planted 150 acres. 

I found on my trip to Honolulu that the processing plants in 
Honolulu are suffering the same kind of a dilemma that we have 
here. Our farmers are parking on the street, too, and trying 
to deliver their guavas. In Honolulu, they have more wild guava 
pickers. We have a lot here, but the wild guava pickers cannot 
sell their guavas now because we only have one plant that's taking 
guava and Suisan is far too small right now to take all the 
guavas. Cultivated guavas, we expect to be selling about 10 million 
to 15 million pounds of guavas because we now have about 450 acres 
in cultivation with new acres being put into guava production. We're 
now working with the State for 100 acres in Panaewa land, agricultural 
land strictly for guavas. In Panaewa alone, Hawaiian Home lands, 
we have at least 150 acres in production. We have many trees that 
are very small. In another two years, they will be bringing in 
their guavas. 

So the point is, we want to work with Suisan, we want to sell our 
fruits there, but how do we do it in a small place. We need the 
facilities. And so, as president of the Guava Association, I'm 
here to give you our problems and to see if you can approve this 
request or make some suggestions where we can help the farmers 
deliver their fruits. 
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JITCHAKU: Mr. Chairman, I have a question for Mrs. Dela Cruz. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Jitchaku. 

JITCHAKU: Mrs. Dela Cruz, are you a lilikoi farmer or guava 
or both? 

DELA CRUZ: My husband and I are in guava. We now have 8 acres 
planted. We will be harvesting this coming harvest period, 6 acres. 

JITCHAKU: I'm curious, what is the maturity span of a guava 
tree? I know like macadamia nut, it takes about 7 or 8 years. 

DELA CRUZ: Guava takes three years. 

JITCHAKU: Three years. 

DELA CRUZ: At five years, your tree has reached its maximum 
maturity and then you do your pruning and everything, but you can 
start from three years. But from three years you start harvesting 
your fruit where you can get at least 200 pounds from one guava 
tree. 

. JITCHAKU: That's a lot • 

DELA CRUZ: And on 1 acre, we plant 200 trees. 

JITCHAKU: Thank you. 

DELA CRUZ: You're welcome. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Sakamoto. 

SAKAMOTO: I have a question for Mrs. Dela Cruz. You were 
talking about 50 me~~ers? 

DELA CRUZ: Yes. 

SAKAMOTO: How many of that are farming at Panaewa? 

DELA CRUZ: Off hand, I cannot really count. I have every-
thing on paper, but I would say there's about 10 or 15 of us 
which would bring about 150 acres, between 150, but I'm sure 
there's about 100 acres, if I counted my fingers, you'll give 
me that time? 

CHAIRMAN: We're not going to hold you to the exact number. 
Mrs. Dela Cruz, do I understand that there were some of your 
members who are farmers that did not have an outlet for their 
guava this year because of the limitations on the present Suisan 
facilities? 

DELA CRUZ: Yes, our wild guava picker members. 

CHAIRMAN: Mostly your wild guava pickers. 

DELA CRUZ: Yes. Suisan did not take any wild guavas at all 
this l ast harvest season. 
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CHAIRMAN: 
citizens? 

And some of these members, are they retired senior 

DELA CRUZ: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: 
ment incomes? 

So that they're into this to supplement their retire-

DELA CRUZ: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Commissioners, any further questions? 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Murakami? 

MURAKAMI: Mrs. Dela Cruz, when you folks deliver your guavas, 
how many trucks come at one time to the delivery plant? 

DELA CRUZ: To deliver we start, in fact the main real harvest 
season, we've had farmers going to Suisan 2:30 in the morning 
and waiting until they open at 7:30 because at that time, you'll 
have cars parked right down the lane, 25 to 30 cars at one time. 
I personally have waited in that line 4 hours at one time trying 
to get my guavas in. 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioners, any further questions that you'd like 
to ask Mrs. Dela Cruz concerning her testimony on behalf of the 
growers' association? 

NAKANO: I want to ask Mr. Umamoto some questions. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Umamoto? Oh, okay. Mrs. Dela Cruz, I want 
to thank you very much for your testimony tonight and to tell 
you that the Planning Commission's role would be to make a 
recommendation to the State Land Use Commission. We don't have 
the final approval on Special Permits. 

DELA CRUZ: I see. Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN: Thanks for coming down. Mr. Umamoto, Commissioner 
Nakano haq some questions for you. 

NAKANO: Mr. Umamoto, you said that this is a long-range 
program and if I did hear you right, you said that you expect 
to proceed with this operation about 5 years from now? 

UMAMOTO: Well, it really depends on a lot of different 
things. Now, how much we can develop the market. We're in 
business to make money as you know. It depends on the market 
not only in this state here in Hawaii, but on the mainland and 
Japan. It depends on the amount of acres the farmers are going 
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to be growing in the future, the amount of acres they're going 
to be harvesting in 5 years or 3 years. It depends on the economy 
at that time. For all we know, 3 years from now our business 
might go broke, and you know-. 

NAKANO: Well, Mr. Umamoto, what I'm kind of wondering about 
is this, the farmers say they're having a hard time delivering 
guavas to your place, the company talks about congestion, they want 
an open space, and if you're going to wait 4 or 5 years, you've 
got a problem. That thing is just going to keep on mounting. 

UMAMOTO: We realize that, and now we're working with Yoshi 
Watanabe, who's in the back there, with the County Research and 
Development. We're trying to find areas where we could purchase 
the fruit away from the plant and truck it in. In other words, 
the farmers would drop off their fruits. We're trying to get 
the airport area, drop off the fruit there, we'll buy it and 
collect it there and put it on flatbed trucks and truck it over 
to our plant. 

CHAIRMAN: So you are looking at alternate ways to handle 
this congestion problem right now, even recognizing that it might 
mean double handling? 

UMAMOTO: Right. I think Mrs. Dela Cruz dropped by about a 
month and a half ago and she really was very outspoken about the 
fact that the farmers had to wait for such long periods of time. 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Murakami. 

MURAKAMI: Mr. Umamoto, is it correct that there is a demand 
as far as the demand for the market? I assume that from what 
I gather from the information is that you folks cannot meet the 
demand because you don't have enough raisers as far as guavas 
and certain types of fruits, is this correct? 

UMAMOTO: There is a potential demand for the puree. It's 
not only the amount of guavas coming in but we also lack the 
freezer space for storage. We have had quite a bit of orders last 
year which we could not fulfill basically because we could not 
keep an adequate inventory during the off season. 

MURAKAMI: No, because I just wanted to clarify this because 
you're saying that it's a long-range program; but from what I 
gather from Rex is the demand is there so I assume that the 
building of the processing plant, if the demand is great then 
I assume that you folks would start building faster than what 
you folks think, right? 

UMAMOTO: You have to remember that the cold storage facility 
that we're in the process of constructing at Kumau Street will 
be used by the fruit processing company also. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Commissioners, any further questions? 
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JITCHAKU: One more question. I don't know if it's a question 
or just clarification. Charles, in reference to Commissioner 
Nakano's question, we understand you have your long-range plans 
as far as the Company is concerned. However, as far as the 
processing plant, if approved, if all goes well with the State 
Land Use Commission, you do have plans for the processing plants 
though? 

UMAMOTO: . Well, we have plans for it, but no real definite 
plans as far as what type of building we're going to build. 

JITCHAKU: Yes, however, you are planning. I was just con­
cerned because there may be some recommendations, in fact, from 
this Commission for instance, that in the event it is approved 
by this body of sending a favorable recommendation that, and the 
State Land Use may include in its findings that the building 
of your plant be completed within 2 years or 3 years, but you 
do have plans for the processing plant? 

UMAMOTO: Yes, we do have plans. But again, as to the time 
that we're going ahead to construct that thing, that I cannot 
give you an exact date. 

· JITCHAKU: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Ms. Piianaia. 

PIIANAIA: I just have one question for Mr. Umamoto. If 
this application were recommended favorably for approval, you 
still have to obtain the State lease for this land at public 
auction. How long a process would you expect that to be? 

UMAMOTO: Gee, I really don't know. From my understanding 
it might be 6 months. Sidney, do you - you don't know? 

FUKE: No. Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Director? 

FUKE: As best as I can understand your developmental 
timetable, Mr. Umamoto, is essentially that your company is 
looking at this area here as a means to provide for your current 
as well as your future commercial needs, commercial and the 
processing needs. And that right now you recognize that your 
facilities are inadequate, you realize also that there are other 
hurdles that you'll have to go over, over and beyond getting the 
County Planning and the State Land Use Commission's approval, which 
is, of course, you would also need to get the approval from the 
State relative to the title of the land; but nevertheless to 
preserve alternative options, you are looking at other areas. 
Such as, I think you mentioned earlier that during the interim 
you are looking at the old airport area as a temporary storage 
area, your current facilities down at the harbor area, as well 
as your existing processing plant? 

UMAMOTO: Yes. 
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FUKE: So what you're saying in a sense is that this 
is an area ideally, you'd like to go into; however, you cannot 
nail down a specific timetable because there are so many unknown 
factors and because of these unknown factors, you are still keeping 
your options open. 

UMAMOTO: Right, now you must understand that we are continously 
looking for other industrial lots. If there were some that opened 
up in Hilo or closer to our present plant, we would consider applying 
for those parcels. Now, if we were to get the 20 acres at Panaewa, 
initially we would go in and plant lilikoi or some fruit. 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioners? Mr. Umamoto, thank you. Members 
of the audience, this is a public hearing. Again, the Chair would 
like to invite anyone from the audience who would like to testify 
either for or against the application of Suisan. 

SAKAMOTO: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Sakamoto. 

SAKAMOTO: If there's no one going against or for the application, 
I would like to close the public hearing. 

NAKANO: Second the motion. 

CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Commissioner Sakamoto and 
seconded by Commissioner Nakano that the public hearing on the 
application by Suisan Company, Ltd. for a Special Permit be 
closed. All those in favor so signify by saying aye? 

COMMISSIONERS: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN: Oppose, same sign? Public hearing is closed. 

Public hearing adjoured at 8:21 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon M. Nomura 
Secretary 

A T T E S T• 
' 

·, -~ 

WiI ke 
Chairman, Planning Commission 
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March 29, 1978 

Mr. Rex Matsuno, Pre sident 
Suis a n Company , Lt d . 
1 9 65 ZamehaL~e:iia Av e nue 
liilo , HI 967 2 0 

Dear Mr . Matsuno: 

Special Pe rmit Application 
'l'u.x l1ap Key 2- 4- 4 9 : 21 

Your a pplication will a gain be discussed on Thursday, April 13, 
1978, by t he Planning Commission . Th e meeting will be helcl in the 
Kea l akehe School C.:i.f2torium , Keal a kehe, :;:.1orth Kona , Hi.lwaii, a nu is 
scheduled to begin at 2:30 p .m. 

You will be notified of the Commission's d ecision. 

A cop y of the agenda is enclosed for your information. 

Sincerely, 

Sidne y M. Puke 
Director 

smn 

Enclosure 

cc: State Land Us e Co~ ni s sion 
Land Use Division , DPED 
Mr . J ame s J. D8tor 
Mr. Chas Umarnoto 
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SUIS ~N COtPA.W, LTD. 

The petitione r , Suisan Company, Ltd., is r e que sting a Specia l 

Permit to allow the establi shmen t o f a fruit p rocess ing plant with 

retail sal e s facil i tie s o n 2.B! acres of l a nd situated within the 

State La nd Use Agr icul tura l Di s trict. The property involved is 

l o c ated a long the northe ast side of Kealakai Street, approximately 

3, 200 feet from Stainbac k Hi ghway in the Puna d i rection, Panaewa Farm 

Lo ts , 2nd Ser ies , Wai a k ea , South Hilo (TMK: 2-4-49:21 and 22). 

Mo r e specifically, the petitioner proposes to construct three 

(3) single story structures to house fruit processing (14,400 squa re 

fe e t), freezer/cooler stora ge (31,000 square feet), and office/ 

retail (1 0,80 0 s quare feet) uses. In addition, plans submitted to 

the P l a n n ing Department reflect landscaping strips and off-street 

parkin g to serve the proposed structures. 

The 2.8 ! acres under consideration are a portion of two (2) 

adjoining lots comprising 20.486 acres that the petitioner proposes 

to lea s e from the State of Hawaii. The petitioner also proposes 

to utilize the remainder of the property for the cultivation of 

lilikoi a nd guava. 

On a De c ember 8, 1977, letter to t he Planning Director the 

Stat e o f Ha waii, De part ment o f Land a nd Na t u r a l Resour ces, Land 

Manage ,1ent Admin istrator stated , "By this l e tte r, we are authori z ing 

the Su i san Company , Limite d , to sign as a pplicant for the Special 

Us e Permit. We would like t o point out, howe ver, that this by no 

means i mplie s t ha t Suisa n Company , Limi t ed , wi ll have any preference 

to the proposed l ea se of t he proper ty , as the l ease mus t be offe r e d 

at public auction . " EXHIBIT'{; 



An env ironmen t a l a ssessreent of t he propos ed project has been 

submi t ted to the STate of Hawaii Environment a l Quality Commission . 

The ass e ssment concluded that the proposed u se will not result in 

any significa nt e nvironm~ntal impact, ¼,.-<,- "- xi...._, ~VQ.+i""'-

Vvev.:> ~ - ~t~ --:1 u.~ 1)4,t,. ~ JAt,~ ~~~ ~ t'N- I ~ 

In describing the proposed project the applicant has stated, 

in part : 

"The principal uses of the premises for our diversified 

business will be: 

'l. A tropical fruit processing plant with at least 3 lines for 

producing guava and papaya puree, and passion fruit juice. 

'2. A jams, jellies, and preserves manufacturing and packing 

plant. 

'3. Refrigerated rooms which will house fresh fruits, quick 

freeze puree and juices, store and hold all types of 

frozen merchandise for inventory. 

'4. Fruit buying and sorting areas. 

'5. Parking areas. 

'6. Visitor center. 

'7. General offices. 

'To maintain a healthy and progressive program in a business 

such as ours , it is of utmo s t importante,that all of our operations 

be centrally located. This includes our fruit processing, manufac­

tur i ng , wholesali ng , and ~e t a iling , e x c e pt our fresh fish en terpr ise . 
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' Ins p)ort o f t -ic rl<.tx i mum use of our projected inves t ncnt , 

we fee l the following should be given serious consideration: 

'l. It is 15 years since we first started our guava puree 

business . Ove r the years we g a ined cons i derable knowledge 

and experience in fruit processing, packaging , and storing . 

We have established a gainful trade to a point where we 

have expande d to processing of other Hawaiian fruits as 

p assion fruit and papaya. We are confident that the market 

for processed products of these Hawaiian fruits will gain 

in popula rity and demand both on the Mainland and the Or ient , 

especially in Japan . 

'2. Of the 3 fruits we process , other than papaya, guavas and 

passion fruits are seasonal with two crops each year. Even 

though papayas are available year-round, this crop also 

has its periods of peak and low productions. 

'3. Thus far, the best method of preserving and shipping high 

quality guava and p apaya puree, and passion fruit juice 

is by freezing. Our operations presently freezes these 

products in bulk packages, 30 pounds or more per package. 

We plan to continue this type of operation. During peak 

fruit season, processing must be accomplished quickly in 

large volume to accommodate farmer 's harvesting and to 

avoid spoilage. Therefore, allowance for adequate refrig­

eration space (chill, quick freeze , storage) is most 

essential . 
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'4. Experie nce has proven to us that to achieve a profitable 

r eturn on investment in freezers (this includes chill, 

quick freeze , and storage) maximum use of such facilities 

must be maintained at all times. This means that because 

of the seasonal nature of the 3 fruits mentioned, it would 

be impractical for us to operate and maintain a refrigeration 

sys tem solely for our fruit processing operations. This 

will not achieve the desired results on even part of our 

investments. It should be noted here that the largest 

portion of what investments we plan to expend in our 

projections will be in refrigeration facilities . 

'5. In order to attain the maximum use of the facilities mentione d 

in item 4 and to achieve our objectives, it is imperative 

that our non-agricultural commercial-industrial operations 

be included in the entire complex at the intended site. 

Furthermore, overall efficiency and coordination can be 

better maintained through this centralized system. 

'If possession of the premises becomes a reality, 

we will program our capital improvements in increments 

with priorities given to the most important projects. 

We tha nk you for your assistance, and shall be pleased 

to answer any questions concerning the contents of this 

letter. 11 

In support of the subject request the applicant has stated: 

(REJ\D l\TTl\CHMENT 5) 
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The sub j ect property is wit1in t .c Genera l Plan Land Us e A l ocation 

- .Map Orchard designation and is wi t h i n the Hi l o Community Development 

Pl a n Zone Guide Map Agricultura l - 10 acre (A-l0 a ) designation . The 

curent zoning designation is Agricultur a l - 10 acre s . 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, 

Soil Sur vey s hows the s ub ject property to be composed of two soil 

s e r ies . Ro ughly t wo-thirds (2/3) of the property is in the Keaukaha 

series and is described as Keaukaha extremely rocky muck, 6 to 20 

percent slopes. This soil is undulating to rolling. Rock outcrops 

occupy about 25 percent of the area . The surface layer is about 

8 inche s thick and is unde rlain by pahoehoe lava. The soil is strongly 

acid. The soil above the lava is rapidly permeable . The pahoehoe 

lava is slowly permeable but the water moves rapidly through the cracks. 

Runoff is medium and the erosion hazard is slight. 

The remainder of the property has Papai extremely stony muck, 

3 to 25 percent slopes. This soil is similar to the Keaukaha soil 

described above except that it is underlain by Aa lava. Permeability 

is rapid and runoff is slow. 

The Land Study Bureau Master Productivity rating of the soil on 

the subject property is "E" or very poor. The property in question 

is not designated as Unique, I mportant, or Other Important Agricultural 

La nd 4-<l.l. ½'t1vi.v 1kr't,. o.f I\:; vie«! l c,tl, ·L
I 

Upon revi e w of the subj e ct request the Soil Conservation Service 

s t ated, in part, that'' ... these s oils have lava at 10 inches or less, 
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an'd a q ua lificd s oils eng inee r should ass i t i n the desi g of founda­

t io. s f o r buildings . T e l i mita ti on for s eptic t a nks o r f ilter fi e l ds 

for both soils is s e v e re d ue t o l a va at s hallow dep ths." 

The subject property is vacant of any structures and is currently 

ove rgrown with ohia , tree ferns, various shrubs, vines and grasse s. 

Rainf a ll in t he a r ea a v e rage s approx i mate ly 150 inches per year. 

Surroundin g l a nd use s i nc lude d ive r s ified agricultural activities, 
d.. 1.l{·r ip t,.<,f1,v~ --l-w- ~-~-t -rnop-«Xh- A.~ ~ VoLUV<-t> 

vacant lands and/\fore st r eserve ·~· · I \.).~ ~ .J 

Upon review of the subject request the Department of Public Works 

commented that: "The existing frontage road is County maintained 

with 18-foot wide pavement width in good condition." For the Commis­

sioner's information, Ke.alakai Street fronting the subject property 

has a 50-foot right-of-way. 0 

The Department of Water Supply noted that: "Water for the proposed 

development is available from the 8-inch waterline along Kealakai Street". 

The Department of Health commented as follows: "Following are the 

environmental health concerns and reference public health regulations: 

"l. Sewage 

Chapter 38, 'Sewage Treatment and Disposal System'. 

"2. Food Manufacturing 

Chapter 1-A, Food Service and Food Establishment 

Sanitation Code. 
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"3. Air Conditioning and ,!echanical Ventilation 

Chapter 28 , "Air Conditioning and Ventilation." 

All other cooperating agencies , including the Department of 

Agriculture, h a d no comments on or objections to the subject request. 
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RCA.So,;s FOR 'DIE SPFCIAL CSE PEl: 1UT 

1. Since the adop tio n of the disLr icl bounc!...11:Y n• ;11lat: i.0 11._;, 1i• ·n' ·· 1.1.;; 

been increasiny concern thr0tnho uL tJ1e ~., tat c ,..,j U1 respect 1: -:, < I".! 

need to c:<pand our d i ve rsifi ed c1<c.n· icril t.ur.e b ~1S , ' . ; 'articu.lc1r l y 
with proble.ms facing our pr.i.m3.ry ..1g r i cul t ural .!.. ndustri0S , ther ,~ i3 
a need to seek other viclble alterria tives to u ti lize our va l ;~ob le 
agricultural land resources and prorrotc a~1ricultural tle ve]opr.-e!, t 
in the St.ate. 

In recent years, there has been gro.ving interest, both in the 
public and private sectors, in the poss ibilities of expanding 
t'1e export. rxitentials of the lOC'..al .fruit industry. Presently 
the State is in the process of fanning an agricultural organization 
sf)eeifically for the pu.rp::ises of praroting the local fruit industry . 

We have already seen the developnent of major fruit orchards and pro­
cessing facilities in Kahuku, Oahu. Similar facilities are beir.g 
planned for YJlauea, Kauai. 

'l1k! prop::,sed use, would provide a s.i.Ini.lar processing facility :::or 
the island of Hawaii. PresenUy there are a fEW local ~r~essors, 
op:!.rating on a srna.11 s cale . Ho,,,e,,,er, in order for the indust::::y 
to expand into one that can ccrrpete in national and internatio.:1al 
rra.rkets, large rrodern facilities, and adequate rcx::>rn for e.xpansion 
a re an econ::xn.ic necessity. 

2. 'Itle proposed use ¼Duld not be contrary to the objectives sa...ight. to 
be accarplished by the land Use I.i=M and Regulations. 'Ihe Land Use 
I.aw and Regulations are inte.nded to preserve, protect, and encourage 
the develop-rent of lands in the State for those uses ro whicl-i they 
are best suited in the interest of the p ublic health and welfare 
of the people in the State of Hawaii. 

'lhL' proposc~::1 t LS<·! \-.\'.)uld c!inx: t· ly ~.tlf •por-t Uw:-;e obiecti'.1Ps i n t c ."11":S 
o[ t..he pn:JJ>OS(d nn -!i.i n l ;i, ·t i v il , ,•: :, , 11<1 i11 l • ' n r:: u l ! 'f'l"-' 1di nc .1 
p rcx~ ssin<J L-1<: ili.l:y wf-Lidtwi .lJ rwo v i dt ! ;rn 1J11f.x) r:-L111t s upro1 ·t: i· :, ~ctio n 
to the orct1.:ircl l 6G , ,-1s Wl~lJ ,y; ol her nrdi..·ird W3(}S th.n:) t-X il10u l ,. :.,..> 
County. 

Furthe rrrore, the prq::osed u:3c \~)1.lld be in direct s upport o f S :-~1 te 
policies to prorrote lhe d i versified ac_rricul t ure inchstry, prc..1,ote 
economic g rcwth in the !':ei ghbor I s.la.nc:.s , and p.:::-or:ote c:E?ve Jop L2~c 
industries with large errployrrcr 1t po t entj a l s . 

'Ihe proposed use would a l s o prono :::e th ,: County of l lawaii c,,ncr-."11 
Pl.:m polic i es .by <1ss i shn(_J tJ 1:~ c :~ 1;1s i :): , of tl 1.? .:1qd c ::1.t.:J~-:.1 1 i :,-.::ust_!.~· , 
particularly c.ii.ve rsificd u(J r i cul t.L:r'-~ , and by .:1i.cling d i ver:-: i fic.v.: ion 
of the e cnnonTy by s treng tl:t .•ning a n cxis t inq iri..lus t ry. 

'lhc proposed use wo..1Jd lx.• i n a cc··o rc1.:m a ~ wit-11 the C-,2n12 r ,1l !.)1,.m r-:-o::mrendE'I.~ 
course of action to e 11cx);1r,1,JP rrn:n1 f .:ic t 1, .::-i11q C:i'."~r-:i t i c :Ls r,..hich t::.i li:,e 
l ocul raw product:.. 

https://1.t.:J~-:.11
https://nn-!i.in
https://econ::xn.ic
https://pr.i.m3.ry
https://proble.ms


3. · Major p::,rtions of the proposed use, inclucling the ord1ards, and proposed 
storage and prcx::essing facilities are directly related to ugricultural 
activities. If the processed products were to be solely <JIU,m or. the 
premises, a Special Use Penni t would not have been n:q1.lire:l for these 
uses. 

It should also be pointed out that the proposed visitor £acili::.ies, 
wholesale, retail, and office facilities will fa.cilitate and corrple.rrent 
the prop:::>Sed agricultural operntions. FurtheOTDre, con:.;olidatcd f aci­
lities are essential to the economic viability of the proposed opera­
tions. 

4. 'The prop::,sed use will not adversely affect the surroundir,g properties 
and land uses. Surrounding lands are either vacant and 1.:ndeveloP2d 
or in agriculb.lral type uses. 

5. 'Ihe prop::,sed use will not substantially alter or change the essential 
character of the land and the present use. On the a:mtrary, t.~e pro­
lX)Sed facilities will prarote the further development 0£ agriculture 
tlrroughout the Cbunty by providing a facility to process and r.arket 
locally gra,.m fruits and other pr cts. 

6. 1he prq:x)Sed use will not unre· - nably burden public agencies in the 
provision of public utilities· d facilities. All essential ~ervices 
and facilities required for e prO}:X:)Sed use are available to the 
subject site. Water is ava · able. Existing roadways are adeq1.1ate. 
Waste disposal can be ed by the use of cessp:x:>ls. Existing 
drainages are adequate t acccmoc:date any additional runoff tc 
be generated fran the p 
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RECOMMENDATION: SUISAN COMPANY, LTD. 

Upon review of the subject request for a Special Permit to 

allow the establishment of a fruit processing plant with retail 

sales facilities on 2.8± acres of land situated within the State 

Land Use Agricultural District, the staff recommends that it be 

approved based on the following considerations: 

1. That the proposed use will not be contrary to the 

objectives sought to be accomplished by the State Land 

Use Law and Regulations. The intent of these statutory 

provisions is to preserve, protect and encourage the 

development of lands in the State for those uses to 

which they are best suited in the interest of the public 

health and welfare of the people of Hawaii. In the case 

of the Agricultural District, the intent is to preserve 

lands of high agricultural potential for agricultural uses. 

The purpose of the subject request is to allow the establish­

ment of a p r ocessing plant for fruits such as guava and 

lilikoi. The proposed use would directly support regional 

agricultural activities, in this particular case orchard 

crops. The proposed use is intended to service farmers 

in the area by buying, processing and marketing their 

products. An integral aspect of agriculture is the 

distribution of the product from the grower to the c o nsumer. 

y.. .. .. .... r-.l ... J 



) 

The proposed use would provide this essential link. As 

such, it will benefit the overall agricultural use of other 

lands in the region and will further the objectives of the 

Land Use Law and Regulations. 

Further, the subject property is classified as ''E" or very 

poor by the Land Study Bureau and is not considered by the 

Depa rtment of Agriculture as lands of agricultural importance 

to the State of Hawaii. The use of such lands for supportive 

agricultural facilities in an accessible area will not 

increase pressures to convert lands with high agricultural 

potential to non-agricultural uses. In addition, the 

petitioner intends to utilize the remainder of the parcel 

for fruit orchards. 

2. That the proposed use will further the State and the County's 

policy of encouraging and supporting agricultural activities, 

inasmuch as it is an essential agricultural support facility. 

Approval of the subject request will also directly implement 

the County General Plan. The General Plan Economic Element 

explicitly states that the County shall assist the expansion 

of the agricultural industry, especially diversified agri­

culture. The Economic Element also calls for the diversificatio 

of the Count y's economy. The establishment of the fruit 

processing pla nt is in concert with these General Plan 

policies in that it would provide essential support services 

for one form of diversified agriculture. 
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It should also be pointed out that an increasing amount 

of land is being put into fruit orchard and that there is 

a need for a processing facility for the fruit growers. In 

addition to those cultivating fruits, there are also persons 

gathering wild fruit and contributing to the quantity of 

processable fruit. 

3. That although there will be some alteration of the existing 

character of the land, such alteration is not expected to 

adversely affec t surrounding properties. The subject property 

is currently vacant. Surrounding lands are primarily used 

for agriculture. Adverse effects from the proposed use will 

be mitigatGd through existing rules, regulations and require­

ments. In addition, the petitioner intends to utilize a 

portion of the adjacent area for orchard. 

4. That the proposed use will not unreasonably burden public 

agencies to provide facilities and services. All essential 

services and facilities are available to the subject site. 

In addition, approval of the subject request would allow 
o·,' r,·..... \ '"\, 

the petitioner to relocate 1 an existing facility from an 
/' 

area which is now heavily congested. Relocation of the 

existing facility to the area under consideration will not 

involve the provision of additional services than are now 

needed. 

It is further recownended that the request be approved subject 

to the following conditions: 
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1. That the effective date of the Special Permit shall be 

upon approval by the Board of Land and Natural Resources 
. ' ,4--

to lease the subject area; bv ·~- Lt ,___, v\.....-0 _,-:> · · 2 \.-A.-A ·-·: 

'-"'t/\A.--D ( --2 '-K.•J} '.A-- :.:_) ' \ ...0 ,:, } I ( ~ fv (" ., .._., 1'. ·-'·'- 'SLc.,I, L ' ,-
2. That the use of the subject area shall be limited to the 

processing of fruits and the sale of products processed 

on the premises. Office use within the proposed facility 

shall be ancillary to the fruit processing activities. 

3. That the petitioner or its authorized representative shall 

submit plans to the Planning Department for preliminary 

plan approval within one (1) year from the effective date 

of the Special Permit. 

4. That construction of the proposed facilities shall commence 

within one (1) year from the receipt of final plan approval 

and shall be completed within two (2) years thereafter . 

5. That the petitioner shall submit a metes and bounds description 

of the 2.8! acre area to the Planning Department prior to the 

rece ipt of final plan approval. 

6. That all other applicable rules and regulations , including 

those of the Department of Health, shall be c omplied with. 

Should any of the foregoing conditions not be met , the 

Special Permi t may be deemed null and void. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

MINUTES 
April 13, 1978 

The Planning Commission met in regular session at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Kealakehe School Cafetorium, Kealakehe, North Kona, Hawaii, 
with Chairman William F. Mielcke presiding. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: William J. Paris, Jr. 
J. Walsh Hanley Shigeru Fujimoto 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku 
Haruo Murakami Ex-officio Member 
Bert H. Nakano Akira Fujimoto 
Alfredo Orita 
Charles H. Sakamoto 

Sidney M. Fuke, Director 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
Keith Kato, Planner 

David Murakami, representing Ex-officio Member Edward Harada 
Lionel Meyer, Deputy Corporation Counsel 

and about 9 people in attendance at 2:30 p.m., 8 people 
at 4:00 p.m. and 14 people at 7:00 p.m. ~ 

MINUTES: It was moved by Commissioner Murakami and 
seconded by Commissioner Jitchaku that the mintues of March 22, 
1978, by approved as circulated. Motion was carried. 

All those testifying were duly sworn in. 

SPECIAL PERMIT Application of Roy R. Gomes for a Special ' Permit 
ROY R. GOMES to allow the construction of a second dwelling 
HONUAULA, NORTH on 1.129 acres of l a nd situated within the S t a te 
KONA Land Use Agricultura l Di s trict. The a re ~ involved 

is located along the mauka side of the old 
Marnalahoa Highway, approximately 100 feet north of the Keopu Cemetery, 
Honuaula, North Kona, TMK: 7-5-01:24. 

Staff presented background information and recommendation for denial 
on file. 

Staff explained that there was no date given as to when the existing 
dwelling would be torn down, and that the soil classification is 
"C" or fair. 

EXHIBlf CC-



The petitioner or his representative were not present. 

Staff explained that the petitioner was not informed of the Planning 
Department's recommendation. 

It was moved by Commissioner Murakami and seconded by Commissioner 
Hanley that the application be denied based on the recommendation 
of the staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion carried with 
six ayes. Commissioner Jitchaku abstained from voting as she was 
not present at the public hearing. 

At this time, the Chair explained that under new business, Item 1, 
application of Darryl M. Freeman, Sr., has been postponed, and that 
Item 2, application of Seymour Shingle, has been withdrawn. 

PDP No. 2 Application of Mauna Loa Land, Inc. to amend 
MAUNA LOA LAND, Planned Development Permit {PDP) No. 2 to 
INC. allow the ultimate construction of 3,000 hotel 
SOUTH KOHALA units and approximately 3,182 condominium 

apartment units. The area involved is located 
makai of the Queen Ka'ahumanu Highway between Puako and Honoka'ope 
Bay in the land divisions of Waikoloa, 'Anaeho'omalu and Kalahuipua'a, 
South Kohala, TMK: 6-8-1:22, 6-9-1:3 and 5. 

Staff presented background information and recommendation for approval 
with conditions on file. 

It was moved by Commissioner Sakamoto and seconded by Commissioner 
Orita that the application be approved with the conditions outlined 
by the staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion carried with 
seven ayes. 

SPECIAL PERMIT Application of Suisan Company, Ltd. for a Special 
SUISAN COMPANY, Permit to allow the establishment of a fruit 
LTD. processing plant with retail sales facilities 
WAIAKEA, SOUTH on 2.8~ acres of land situated within the State 
HILO Land Use Agricultural District. The property 

involved is located along the northeastern side 
of Kealakai Street, approximately 3,200 f eet f rom Stainback Highway 
in the Puna dire ction, Pana ewa Farm Lots , 2nd Series , Wa i a kea , South 
Hilo, TMK: 2-4-49:21. 

Staff presented background information and recommendation for 
approval with conditions on file. 

Staff replied to Commissioner Hanley's question that in terms of 
existing regulations, Condition No. 6 would satisfy Mr. Tom 
Matsumoto's concerns expressed at the March 22, 1978, Planning 
Commission meeting on the affect on his property from this 
proposed operation. 

Commissioner Murakami que stioned how soon the land would be leased 
and in the event they are unable to get the lease, would the 
Special Permit be null and void. Staff replied that the Special 
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Permit is effective simultaneously with the DLNR's approval. The 
Planning Director explained that technically, the Special Permit 
runs with the land. However, in reflecting the questions raised 
by Commissioner Murakami, the Planning Director suggested that 
Condition No. 1 be amended, as there was a possibility that the 
lease may not be approved inasmuch as it must go through the bidding 
process. The Planning Director pointed out that as it is right 
now, the Special Permit could be effective even in . the year 2025, 
which would not be the intent of the Commission or the staff. He 
suggested a reasonable timetable be given to secure the lease, and 
pointed out that if they fail to comply with that condition the Special 
Permit would be voided. 

RECESS: The Chair called a recess at 3:03 p.m. to dis-
cuss the wording for the amendment to Condition No. 1. 

RECONVENED: The meeting reconvened at 3:08 p.m. 

The Planning Director recommended that Condition No. 1 be amended 
to read, "That the effective date of the Special Permit shall be 
upon approval by the Board of Land and Natural Resources to lease 
the subject area, but in no event not more than three years from 
the State Land use Commission's action." 

Staff explained that the petitioner was unable to be present at 
today's meeting; however, they were informed of the recommendation. 

It was moved by Commissioner Hanley and seconded by Commissioner 
Sakamoto to send a favorable recommendation to the State Land Use 
Commission with the conditions outlined and amended by tpe staff. 
A roll call vote was taken and motion carried with seven ayes. 

SPECIAL PERMIT Request by Manfred Cieslik for an extension of 
MANFRED CIESLIK time to commence construction of a bowling center 
KEAHUOLU, NORTH facility granted through a Special Permit on 3 
KONA acres of land situated within the State Land 

Use Agricultural District. The area involved 
is on the mauka side of the Old Kailua Airport Road, across fr0m 
the old airport t e rminal b u ild ing and ap p roxima tely 3,000 fee t 
from the Kuakini Hig hway- Pa l a ni Road inte r sec tion, Keahuolu, North 
Kona, TMK: 7-4-08:portion of 2 . 

Staff explained that they are circulating one of the docket exhibits 
and that the Department has sent all the exhibits including the 
original maps to the State Land Use Commission. 

Staff presented background information and recommendation for approval 
with a condition on file. 

The petitioner, Manfred Cieslik, informed the Commissioners that he 
has an option on a 35-year lease which is in front of the Liliuokalani 
Board of Trustees right now to be signed. He said he has the funding 
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I.A~i USE CC/11-f /SE iON 
ATE OF HAW.~//-

PLANNING DEPARTME . Z~ 8 27 Mf ,78 
25 AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 96720 HERBERTT. MATAYOSHI 

M ■ yor 

COUNTY OF SIDNEY M. FUKE HAWAII Director 

DUANE KANUHA 
Deputy Dlreclor 

April 14, 1978 

Mr. Rex Matsuno, President 
Suisan Company, Ltd. 
1965 Kamehameha Avenue 
Hilo, HI 96720 

Dear Mr. Matsuno: 

Special Permit Application 
Tax Map Key 2-4-49:21 

The Planning Commission at its regular meeting of April 13, 
1978 considered your application for a special permit to allow 
the establishment of a fruit processing plant with retail sales 
facilities on 2.8+ acres of land situated within the State Land 
Use Agricultural District in Panaewa Farm Lots, 2nd Series, 
Waiakea, South Hilo, Hawaii. 

The Commission voted to forward a favorable recommendation 
to the Land Use Commission subject to the following conditions: 

1. That the effective date of the Special Permit shall 
be upcn approval of the Board of La nd and Natural 
Resources to lease the subject area, but in no event 
not more than 3 years from the SLUC's action. 

2. That the use of the subject area shall be limited to 
the processing of fruits and the sale of products 
processed on the premises. Office use within the 
proposed facility shall be ancillary to the fruit 
processing activities. 

3. That the petitioner or its authorized representative 
shall submit plans to the Planning Department for 
preliminary plan approval within one {l) year from 
the effective date of the Special Permit. 
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Mr. Rex Matsuno 
April 14, 1978 
Page 2 

4. That construction of the proposed facilities shall 
commence within one (1) year from the receipt of 
final plan approval and shall be completed within 
two (2) years thereafter. 

5. That the petitioner shall submit a metes and bounds 
description of the 2.8+ acre area to the Planning 
Department prior to the receipt of final plan approval. 

6. That all other applicable rules and regulations, 
including those of the Department of Health, shall 
be complied with. 

Should any of the foregoing conditions not be met, the 
Special Permit may be deemed null and void. 

In the meantime, should you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the Planning Department at 961-8288. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Mielcke 
Chairman, Planning Commission 

lgv 

cc Mr. Charles Umamoto 
tate Land Use Commission 

Land Use Division, DPED 
Mr. James Deter, DLNR 
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