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Lorraine R. Inouye 
Mayor 

Norman K. Hayashi 
Director 

Tad Nagasako Planning Department Deputy Director 

25 Aupuni Street, Room 109 • Hilo, Hawaii 96720 • (808) 961-8288 

April 9, 1992 r 
J> 
-z 

Mrs. Barbara Domingo 
Gima Yoshimori Miyabara 

Deguchi Architects, Inc. 
7 Waterfront Plaza, Suits 400 
500 Ala Moana Boulevard 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Mrs. Domingo: 

Expansion of Hookena Elementary School 
Tax Map Key: 8-6- 11: Portion of 2 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your facsimile dated March 24, 
1992, requesting a determination by this office as to the proper 
procedures to be taken to allow the expansion of Hookena Elementary 
School. 

According to your facsimile, the Department of Accounting and 
General Services (DAGS) is proposing the expansion of Hookena 
Elementary School which will accommodate 4.9 acres of land in 
addition to the existing 4.1-acre school site. 

On February 21, 1979, the State Land Use Commission voted to 
approve Special Permit No. 406 to allow the continued use of the 
Hookena School site, among others. The total land area to be 
encumbered by the exi~ting Hccke~a Els~e~t3ry Sch~vl and its 
proposed expansion is approximately 9 acres. Therefore, an 
amendment to Special Permit No. 406 would be appropriate. Since the 
area to be affected by this amendment is less than 15 acres, such an 
amendment would be considered by the Planning Commission. 

According to the Planning Commission's Rule No. 6 Relating to 
Special Permit Procedures, the Commission shall conduct a public 
hearing on a request within a period of not more than ninety 
(90) days from the receipt of a complete application. The 
Commission shall then act on the request within a period of thirty 
(30) days after the close of the public hearing. 



Mrs. Barbara Domingo 
April 9, 1992 
Page 2 

We are enclosing a Special Permit Application for your use. We 
hope that we have adequately answered all of your questions. Should 
you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact Daryn 
Arai or Connie Kiriu of this office. 

Sincerely, 

~'-- \ \ 
NORMAN K. HAYASHI 
Planning Director 

DSA: smo 
4930D 
cc: ~c 

SP 406 
West Hawaii Office 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARn-lE1'1 OF BUSINESS, ECOSOMIC DEVELOPME:-IT & TOURISM 

LAND USE COMMISSION 
Room 104, Old Fflltral Buildin& 

JJ5 Mtrrhant Strfft 
Honolulu, Hawaii 9681J 

Ttltphont: 587-3822 

March 13, 1992 

Mr. Russel S. Nagata 
State Comptroller 
Department of Accounting 

and General Services 
P. o. Box 
Honolulu, 

119 
Hawaii 96810 

Dear Mr. Nagata: 

Subject: EIS Preparation Notice 
School Expansion 

for Hookena Elementary 

We have reviewed the subject EIS Preparation Notice for an 
expansion of 4.9 acres to Hookena School transmitted by your 
letter dated March 9, 1992 and confirm that the three potential 
sites and the school itself, are within the State Land Use 
Agricultural District. 

According to our records, the current school site was the 
subject of a Special Permit petition, Docket No. SP79-331/State 
of Hawaii/Department of Education. The petition involved three 
school sites, Honaunau School, Kohala School and Hookena School 
and was filed to allow the continued use of these schools in 
the Agricultural District. 

The petition was approved by the Hawaii County Planning 
Commission on December 14, 1978 and subsequently approved by 
the Land Use Commission on February 21, 1979. 

The area covered by the Special Permit for Hookena School 
is approximately 4.1 acres. Because the selected site would 
add another 4.9 acres to the existing school site, it appears 
that either an amendment to the Special Permit or a district 
boundary amendment is needed. 

Since the project involves an area less than 15 acres, we 
suggest that the County of Hawaii Planning Department be 
contacted for information on appropriate procedures. 



Mr. Russel S. Nagata 
March 13, 1992 
Page Two 

In regards to the tax map keys for the proposed expansion, 
TMK's 8-6-10: 09 and 8-6-10: 12 correspond only to the 4.033 
acres of the existing school site. The proposed additional 
area is a portion of TMK 8-6-11: 02. The tax map key for the 
additional area should be included in the Draft EIS. 

We have no further comments at this time. Thank you for 
the opportunity to comment on this matter. If you should have 
any questions, please call me or Leo Asuncion of my staff at 
587-3825. 

Sincerely, 

ESTHER UEDA 
Executive Officer 

EU:th 

cc: County of Hawaii Planning Dept. 



... CfC1RGE R. ARIYOSHI 
Governor 

DEPART MEN PLANNING 
CHARLES W. DUKEANO ECONOi.. t c; DEVELOPMENT 

Chairman 

• • • SHINICHI NAKAGAWA 
Vice ChairmanLAND USE COMMISSION 

Suite 1795, Pacific Trade Center, 190 S. King Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
COMMISSJON MEMBERS: 

James Carras 
Colette MachadoJune 1, 1979 
Shinsei Miyasato 

Mitsuo Oura 
· · George Pa.scua 

Carol Whitesell 
Edward Yanai 

GORDAN FURUTANI 
Executive Officer 

Mr. Sidney Fuke 
Plannihg Director 
Hawaii Planning Department 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear Mr. Fuke: 

SP79-331 - State of Hawaii 
Subject: Department of Education 

In reference to our letter to you dated 

_f_e_b_r_u_a_r-y_2_3~'~1_9_7_9____, enclosed is a copy of the 

; Decision and Order on ·sp79-331 for your infonnation 

and records. · 

FURUTANI 
Officer 

Encl. 
cc: Depa~tment of Education 
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BEFORE THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF HATWAII 

In the Matter of the ) 
Petition for Special Permit ) 
of STATE OF HAWAII ) 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ) 

) 
) 

SP79-331 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

This_ i_s to certify that this is a true and correct copy of the 
Dem1on and Order on file in the office of the State Land Use 
Commission, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

JUN 1 1979, 
Date 

DECISION AND ORDER 



BEFORE THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of the SP79-331 
Petition for Special Permit 
of STATE OF HAWAII FINDINGS OF FACT, 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Land Use Commission of the State of Hawaii, 

having duly considered the entire record in the above entitled 

matter, makes the following findings of fact and conclusions 

of law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The Petition for Special Permit was filed by 

the State of Hawaii, Department of Education, to allow 

the continued use of three school sites situated within the 

State Land Use Agricultural District for public educational 

purposes. 

2. The three school sites include: Honaunau School, 

Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona, Tax Map Key 8-3-13: 21; Hookena School, 

Kauhako, South Kona, Tax Map Key 8-6-10: 9 and 12; and Kohala 

School, Pahoa, North Kohala, Tax Map Key 5-5-8: 24 and 42. 

3. The Special Permit is essentially to legitimize 

the existing school uses at the three sites. There are no 

immediate plans for improvements at these school sites. 

HONAUNAU SCHOOL 

4. Honaunau School encompasses approximately 12 acres 

of land located along the mauka side of the_ Belt Highway, approxi­

mately 1,000 feet north of the Napoopoo Road junction at Ke'ei 2nd. 



5. The subject school parcel was acquired by the 

County of Hawaii in 1952 and currently includes grades kinder­

garten to eight. 

6. The County of Hawaii's General Plan Land Use 

Pattern Allocation Guide Map designates the site as medium 

density urban. The County zoning designat'ion is Agricultural -

one acre (A-la) . 

7. The Land Stu~y Bureau's overall master productivity 

soil rating for agricultural use is Class "E" or "Very Poor" 

for the soils of the subject property. The State Department of 

Agriculture has not included the site within the Agricultural 

Lands of Importance to the State of Hawaii classification system. 

8. Surrounding land uses include coffee farming, diver­

sified agriculture, residential and vacant lands. Additionally, 

a church, store and service station are situated at the junction 

of the Belt Highway and the Napoopoo Road. 

9. Access to the school site is via the Belt Road. 

10. All essential utilities are available to the site. 

11. The nine structures at the subject site are utilized 

for classrooms, cafeteiia, administration, garage and kindergarten 

use. 

HOOKENA SCHOOL 

12. Hookena School encompasses two parcels of land of 

approximately 4.1 acres in size. The site is located on the makai 

side of the Belt Highway, approximately one-half mile north of the 

Hookena Road/Belt Highway junction. 

13. The school currently include grades kindergarten 

through eight. The land has been used as a public school since 

the 1920's. 

-2-



14. There are presently three permanent wood frame 

buildings and four relocatable classroom buildings at the school 

site. 

15. The County of Hawaii's General Plan Land Use 

Pattern Allocation Guide Map designates the area Low Density 

Urban. The County zoning designation is Unplanned (U) for 

the subject parcels. 

16. The subject area has not been classified as Agri­

cultural Lands of Importance to the State of Hawaii by the State 

Department of Agriculture. 

17. Access to the school site is directly off of the 

Belt Highway. 

18. All essential utilities are available at the subject 

site. 

19. Surrounding land uses include single family resi­

dences along the Belt Highway, ranching and vacant lands, a poi 

factory and a slaughterhouse. 

KOHALA SCHOOL 

20. The Kohala School site encompasses two parcels 

of approximately 9.94 acres in size. The school is located on 

the makai side of the Hawi-Niulii Road, approximately one mile 

east of Rawi. 

21. The two subject parcels are currently used as the 

school's major athletic playfield complex and for one-third of 

the permanent classroom structures for the elementary classes. 

22. The Kohala High and Elementary School complex includes 

five parcels of land, three of which are situated within the State 

Land Use Urban District. These three parcels are not included 

in the permit application. 

-3-



23. The Kohala High and Elementary School has been 

in existence at the present location since the late 1800's. 

24. The County of Hawaii's General Plan Land Use 

Pattern Allocation Guide Map designates the area as Low Density 

Urban. The County's zoning designation is Agricultural - 20 

acres (A-20a). 

25. Both the Land Study Bureau and the State Department 

of Agriculture have not classified the soils of the subject site, 

since it is within an area of urban character. 

26. Access to the subject parcels is from the Honomakau 

Road, which divides the school campus. 

27. Surrounding land uses include vacant land, a pistol 

range, residences, a service station, a snack shop and a church. 

28. All essential utilities are available at the subject 

site. 

29. All cooperating agencies, including the Department 

of Water Supply, Department of Health, Department of Agriculture, 

Department of Public Works, Department of Transportation, Police 

Department, Fire Department, Department of Parks and Recreation 

and U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, had no objections to the 

permit request. 

30. The Hawaii County Planning Department recommended 

approval of the application for Special Permit. 

31. The Hawaii County Planning Commission conducted a 

public hearing on the application for Special Permit on November 16, 

1978. At that time, a representative of the petitioner, Kenneth 

Osato, spoke in support of the request. There was no public 

testimony presented concerning the request. 

-4-



CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. "Unusual and reasonable" uses other than those 

which are permitted in an Agricultural District may be permitted 

by Special Permit pursuant to HRS Chapter 205-6, and State Land 

Use Commission District Regulation, Part V. 

2. The approval of the subject request will be consis­

tent with the Land Use Law and Regulations. The purpose of the 

Land Use Law and Regulations is to preserve, protect and encourage 

the development of lands in the State for those uses to which 

the lands are best suited in the interest of the ipublic heal th 

and welfare of the people. 

The areas under consideration include the Honaunau 

School Site, the Hookena School Site and portions of the Kohala 

High and Grammar School Site, all of which are situated within 

the State Land Use Agricultural District. While schools and 

school uses are not permitted within the State Land Use Agri­

cultural District, these areas under consideration are non­

conforming, having been established prior to the adoption of 

the State Land Use Law and Regulations. The purpose of this 

request, then, is to legitimize the use of these areas for the 

existing educational purposes. These three (3) school sites 

are an integral part of the State educational system providing 

educational opportunities to enable individuals to fulfill their 

needs, responsibilities and aspirations. The granting of this 

request will enable the petitioner to continue to provide these 

services within the respective communities and furthermore will 

allow the possible e xpansion and replacement of the e x isting 

facilities as may be required in the future. It is therefore 

determined that the continued use of these areas for the intended 

-5-



educational purposes will result in the highest and best use 

of these lands for the public health and welfare. 

3. The granting of this request will not adversely 

affect surrounding properties or improvements. The purpose of 

this Special Permit request is to legitimize the existing edu­

cati,onal uses of the Honaunau, Ho o.kena and portions of the Kohala 

School sites. These areas are already built up with facilities 

and improvements for their educational uses. Furthermore, the 

Hobkena School was established in the 1920's while the Honaunau 

School site was established in 1952. Consequently, it is deter­

mined that the continued use of these areas for the existing edu­

cational purposes will not adversely affect the surrounding areas 

nor will it alter or change the essential character of these lands. 

4. The granting of this request will not unreasonably 

burden other public agencies to provide roads and other infra­

structure and services. All necessary utilities and facilities 

are already available at the respective school sites. 

5. The use described in the Petition is an unusual 

and reasonable use pursuant to HRS Chapter 205-6, and State Land 

Use Commission District Regulation, Part V. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Special Permit Number 79-331 

for the continued use of three school sites situated within the 

State Land Use Agricultural District at Honaunau, Hookena and 

Kohala Schools for public educational purposes be approved subject 

to the following conditions: 

1. That the 'Plan Approval' process shall be complied 

with for any additional structures and uses. 
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2. That all other applicable rules, regulations 

and requirements shall be complied with. 

3. That should any of the foregoing conditions not 

be complied with, the Special Permit may be deemed null and 

void. 

4. That the State Department of Education file a 

petition for district boundary amendment with the Land Use 

Commission for the Kohala School site within two (2) years 

from date of approval of this Special Permit. 

DATED: ~ , Hawaii, 
I 

LAND USE COMMISSION 

By~)---,c~.~w-="'"'."'-,::D--U=K=E=-~--~----------

Chairman and Commissioner 

By___,,__,,___n_ ~-. . /~~• 
~RAS 

Commissioner 

( 

B:,,~~~~ 
Commissioner 

B __ :?~~~y ~----=--------------
MITUSO OURA 
Commissioner 

By ¼ .. . =-~~ 
--~-E_O_R_G_E_____P_A_S_,C,-U-A------~--

Commissioner 
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By C~8~ 
CAROL B. WHITESELL 
Commissioner 
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BEFORE THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of the Petition) SP79-331 
for Special Permit of ) 

) STATE OF HAWAII 
STATE OF HAWAII ) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ) 

) 

----------------) 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the Land Use 

Commission's Decision and Order _was served upon the follow­

ing by certified mail: 

SIDNEY FUKE, Planning Director 
Hawaii Planning Department 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

HERBERT S. WATANABE 
Hawaii District 
Department of Education 
7 5 Aupuni S_treet 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

DATED: Honolulu, Hawaii, this 1st day of June, 1979. 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISS I ON 

Minutes of Me eting 

Conference Room, 9th Floor 
Kamamalu Building 

250 South King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

February 21, 1979 - 9:30 a.m. 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Charles Duke, Chairman 
Shinichi Nakagawa, Vice 
James Carras 
Shinsei Miyasato 
Mitsuo Oura 
George Pascua 
Carol Whitesell 
Edward Yanai 

Chairman 

COMMISSIONER ABSENT: Colette Machado 

STAFF PRESENT: Gordan Furutani, Executive Officer 
D~niel Yasui, Planner 
Allan Kawada, Deputy Attorney General 
Dora Horikawa, Chief Clerk 

Ray Russell, Court Reporter 
Benjamin Matsubara, Consultant 

Chairman Duke announced that the Commission will go into 
executi◊e session later today to discuss a personnel matter; 
also that the order of the agenda will be shifted. 

ACTION 

A78-442 - MITSUGI & FUSAKO YAMAMURA 

In the matter of the boundary amendment petition by 
Mitsugi and Fusako Yamamura, Docket A78-442, a hearing was held 
on December 5, 1978 by Mr. Benjamin Matsubara, Hearing Officer. 
Based on his findings and conclusions, it was recommended by 
Mr. Matsubara that the peti t ion be approved since the request 
was reasonable, non-violative of Section 205-2 of the Hawaii 
Revised Statutes, and consistent with the Interim Statewide 
Land Use Guidance Policy. 

Commissioner_ Miyasato moved to approve_Docket_ A 7 8-4 42, 
which was seconded by Commissioner Carras. The motion was 
unanimously carried. 



Minutes - February 21, 1979 -4-

Chairman Duke added that staff also solicit clarification 
of condition No. 5 regarding the tolling of time. 

It was announced that action on SP79-329 will be deferred 
until March 20, 1979. 

SP79-330 - MINOLU R. CHENG 
APPLICATION TO ALLOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MEDICAL OFFICE AT 
KEAUHOU 1ST, NORTH KONA, HAWAII 

Following a presentation of the staff memorandum on the 
subject application by staff planner, Commissioner Oura moved 
to approve the Special Permit, subject to the conditions imposed 
by the Hawaii County Planning Commission. It was seconded by 
Commissioner Pascua and unanimously passed. 

P79-331 - STATE OF HAWATI, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
APPLICATION TO ALLOW THE CONTINUED USE OF THREE SCHOOL SITES 
AT HONAUNAU, HOOKENA AND KOHALA 

Mr. Daniel Yasui described the property involved in the 
petition and presented the staff memorandum. 

It was noted by the planner that basically the request 
was to legitimize a use that is already existing and no improve­
ments were planned at the present time. 

Commissioner Carras moved that the request be approved, 
subject to the conditions imposed by the Hawaii County Planning 
Commission, which was seconded by Commissioner Oura. 

Commissioner Whitesell moved to amend the motion by adding 
a condition that "the · Kohala School site come in for a boundary 
amendment within two years". There were no objections from the 
maker and seconder of the original motion. The motion was carried. 

The motion on the floor, and as amended, was unanimously 
approved. 

SP79-332 - STANLEY S. SHIMIZU 
APPLICATION TO ALLOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 50' X 60' FREEZER/ 
OFFICE BUILDING AT SOUTH KONA, HAWAII 

A summary of the staff memorandum was presented by Mr. Yasui. 

Commissioner Oura moved to approve SP79-332, subject to the 
conditions imposed by the Hawaii County Planning Commission. 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Carras and manimously 
approved. 
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I move that we approve the request, slbject to the conditions 
imposed by the Hawaii County Planning Commission, and 
the additional condition that the Department of Education 
come in with a boundary reclassification petition for 
the Kohal a School site within 2 years . 



STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Land Use Commission February 21, 1979 

FROM: Staff 

SUBJECT: SP79-331 - State of Hawaii, Department of Education 

The petitioner, State Department of Education, is 
requesting a Special Permit to allow the continued use of three 
(3) school sites situated within the State Land Use Agricul­
tural District for public educational purposes. These sites 
include: a) Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona, TMK: 
8-3-13: 21; b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South Kona, TMK: 
8-6-10: 9 and 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North Kohala, 
TMK: 5-5-8: 24 and 42. 

The petitioner essentially proposes to legitimize the 
existing school uses at the three (3) sites. At present, 
there are no immediate plans for improvements at these sites. 

HONAUNAU SCHOOL 

The subject school site encompasses approximately 12 acres 
of land situated within the State Land Use Agricultural District 
at Keei 2nd, South Kona, Hawaii, Tax Map Key 8-3-13: 21. The 
site is located along the mauka side of the Belt Highway and 
approximately 1,000 feet north of the Napoopoo Road junction at 
Keei 2nd. 

In support of the request, the petitioner has in part 
stated the following: 

"The parcel of 12 acres was acquired by the County of Hawaii 
in 1952, after the earthquake had destroyed the original 
Honaunau School located along the old road to the City of 
Refuge. 

"A completely new school was constructed on the newly 
acquired land which currently includes kindergarten to 
grade 8. 

"The Department of Education has added several new 
structures at Honaunau, and the immediate long range plan 
includes the continuance of this public school in South 
Kona." 



Plot plans submitted by the petitioner indicate that there 
are nine (9) structures on the site. These structures are 
utilized for classroom, cafeteria, administration, garage and 
kindergarten use. The subject 12-acre parcel is owned by the 
County of Hawaii. (See County's Exhibit A-2b.) 

Surrounding land uses include coffee farming, diversified 
agriculture, residential and vacant lands. Additionally, a 
church, store and service station are situated at the junction 
of the Belt Highway and the Napoopoo Road. 

The Land Study Bureau's overall master productivity soil 
rating for agricultural use is Class "E" or "Very Poor" for the 
soils of the subject property. The State Department of Agriculture 
has not included the site within the Agricultural Lands of 
Importance to the State of Hawaii classification system. 

The County of Hawaii's General Plan Land Use Pattern 
Allocation Guide Map designates the site as Medium Density Urban. 
The County Zoning designation is Agricultural-one (1) acre (A-la). 

Access to the school site is via the Belt Road. 

All essential utilities are available at the site. 

HOOKENA. SCHOOL 

The subject school site consists of two (2) parcels 
encompassing approximately 4.1 acres of land situated within 
the State Land Use Agricultural District at Kauhako, South 
Kona, Hawaii, Tax Map Key 8-6-10: 9 (2.1 acres) and Tax Map Key 
8-6-10: 12 (1.99 acres). The site is located on the makai side 
of the Belt Highway, approximately one-half mile north of the 
Hookena Road/Belt Highway junction. 

In support of the request, the petitioner has in part 
stated the following: 

"Subject parcels are currently the site of Hookena 
Elementary School which includes kindergarten through 
Grade 8. The land has been used as a site for public 
school as far back as the early 1920's. 

"Hookena Elementary School is planned for continuance, 
and long range plans include the complete upgrading and 
replacement of outdated physical facilities. Present 
inventory of structures include three (3) permanent wood 
frame buildings and four relocatable classroom buildings." 

According to the applicant's plot plan, a set of portable 
buildings are situated across the parcel boundary. (See County's 
Exhibit A-3b.) 
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Surrounding land uses include single family residences 
along the Belt Highway, ranching and vacant lands, a poi 
factory, and a slaughterhouse. 

The County of Hawaii's General Plan Land Use Pattern 
Allocation Guide Map designates the area Low Density Urban. 
The County Zoning designation is Unplanned (U) for the subject 
parcels. 

The U.S.D.A. describes the soils of the subject property 
as being of the Punaluu series. This series consist of well­
drained, thin, organic soils over pahoehoe lava bedrock. Rock 
outcrops occupy approximately 40-50% of the surface. The 
subject area has not been classified as Agricultural Lands of 
Importance to the State of Hawaii by the State Department of 
Agriculture. 

Access to the school site is directly off of the Belt 
Highway. 

All essential utilities are available at the site. 

KOHALA SCHOOL 

The subject site consists of two (2) State-owned parcels 
encompassing approximately 9.94 acres of land situated within 
the State Land Use Agricultural District at Pahoa, North Kohala, 
Hawaii, Tax Map Keys 5-5-08: 24 (.425 acre) and 42 (9.510 acres). 
The site is located on the makai side of the Hawi-Niulii Road, 
approximately one (1) mile east of Hawi. 

In support of the request, the petitioner has in part 
stated the following: 

"The parcels were acquired by the State (Territory) of 
Hawaii for addition of lands to Kohala High and Elementary 
School in 1952. The parcel is currently used as the 
school's major athletic playfield complex and site for 
one-third of the permanent classroom structure for the 
elementary classes. 

"Kohala High and Elementary School has been in existence at 
the present location since the late 1900's. 

"The Department of Education has planned to retain the 
school at its present site and recently completed a total 
master plan for the school." 

The Kohala High and Elementary School complex includes 
five (5) parcels of land, three (3) of which are situated with­
in the State Land Use Urban District. These three (3) parcels 
are not included in the Special Permit application. 
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The petitioner's plot plan indicates an athletic field 
complex and classroom building situated at the subject site. 
(See County's Exhibit 4b.) 

Surrounding land uses include vacant land, a pistol range, 
residences, a service station, a snack shop and a church. 

The U.S. Soil Conservation Service, "Soil Survey of the 
Island of Hawaii" describes the area as being of the Kohala 
series. In the case of the school site, the soils are Kohala 
silty clay with 0-3 percent slope. In a representative 
profile, the surface layer is very dark grayish-brown and dark 
brown silty clay about 14 inches thick. The subsoil is about 
25 inches thick and consists of dark-brown to dark yellowish 
brown silty clay loam and silty clay. The substratum is 
weathered basic igneous rock. Permeability is moderately 
rapid, runoff is slow, and the erosion hazard is slight. 

Both the Land Study Bureau and the State Department of 
Agriculture have not classified the soils of the subject school, 
since it is within an area of urban character. 

The County of Hawaii's General Plan Land Use Pattern 
Allocation Guide Map designates the area as Low Density Urban. 
The County's Zoning designation is Agricultural-20 acres (A-20a). 

Access to the subject parcels is from the Honomakau Road, 
which divides the school campus. 

All essential utilities are available at the subject site. 

Pertinent comments from governmental agencies concerning 
all school sites: 

1. DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY 

The County Water Department noted the following with 
regard to the permit request: 

"We have no objections to the subject request. The 
parcels are already being serviced from the public 
water system. It is not expected that water consumption 
will increase in the immediate future." 

2. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

The State Health Department provided the following comment: 

"Found no environmental health concern. Annual inspections 
of the school facilities are conducted by our Registered 
Sanitarians." 
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Other cooperating agencies, including the State Department 
of Agriculture, Department of Public Works, State Department of 
Transportation, Police Department, U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation 
Service, Fire Department, and Department of Parks and Recrea­
tion had no objections to the Special Permit application. 

The Hawaii County Planning Commission conducted a public 
hearing on the Special Permit application on November 16, 1978. 
At that time, a representative of the petitioner, Kenneth Osato, 
spoke in support of the request. No other persons testified 
concerning the permit request. For the Commission's information, 
the hearing transcript of November 16, 1978 have been attached 
(County Exhibit S). 

On December 14, 1978, the Hawaii County Planning Commission 
voted to recommend approval of the Special Permit to the Land 
Use Commission based on the following findings: 

"That the granting of this request will not be contrary to 
the objectives sought to be accomplished by the State 
Land Use Law and Regulations. The State Land Use Law 
and Regulations are intended to preserve, protect and 
encourage the development of lands in the State for those 
uses to which the lands are best suited in the interest 
of the public health and welfare of the people. The 
areas under consideration include the Honaunau School 
Site, the Ho'okena School Site and portions of the Kohala 
High and Grammar School Site, all of which are situated 
within the State Land Use Agricultural District. While 
schools and school uses are not permitted within the 
State Land Use Agricultural District, these areas under 
consideration are non-conforming, having been established 
prior to the adoption of the State Land Use Law and 
Regulations. The purpose of this request, then, is to 
legitimize the use of these areas for the existing 
educational purposes. These three (3) school sites are 
an integral part of the State educational system providing 
educational opportunities to enable individuals to 
fulfill their needs, responsibilities and aspirations. 
The granting of this request will enable the petitioner 
to continue to provide these services within the respective 
communities and furthermore will allow the possible 
expansion and/replacement of the existing facilities as 
may be required in the future. It is therefore determined 
that the continued use of these areas for the intended 
educational purposes will result in the highest and best 
use of these lands for the public health and welfare. 

"Further that the granting of this request will be in 
accordance with the Public Facilities Element of the 
General Plan. Specifically, this Element states as its 
goal: 
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'to provide public facilities that effectively 
service community needs and to continue seeking ways 
of improving public service through better and more 
functional facilities which are in keeping with 
environmental and aesthetic concerns of the 
community. ' 

"The General Plan also states specific courses of action 
for the Kohala and Kona districts. This course of action 
includes that continual improvement of the Kohala High 
and Grammar School facilities shall be undertaken as 
needs dictate and that expansion of the Holualoa and 
Ho'okena School complex es to meet school district needs 
shall be encouraged. 

"That the granting of this request will not adversely 
affect surrounding properties or improvements. The 
purpose of this Special Permit request is to legitimize 
the existing educational uses of the Honaunau, Ho'okena 
and portions of the Kohala School sites. These areas 
are already built up with facilities and improvements 
for their educaitonal uses. Furthermore, the Ho'okena 
School was established in the 1920's while the Honaunau 
School site were established in 1952. Consequently, it 
is determined that the continued use of these areas for 
the existing educational purposes will not adversely 
affect the surrounding areas nor will it alter or change 
the essential character of these lands. 

"That the granting of this request will not unreasonably 
burden other public agencies to provide roads and other 
infrastructure and services. All necessary utilities and 
facilities are already available at the respective school 
sites. 

"Furthermore, it should be pointed out that the action of 
the Kohala School site under consideration is situated 
immediately adjacent to the State Land Use Urban designated 
area of Kapa'au. It is therefore suggested that the 
Department of Education look into the reclassification of 
these areas to the State Land Use Urban district in order 
to further bring them into conformance with their actual 
use." 

The favorable recommendation was subject to the following 
conditions: 

"1. That the 
with for 

'Plan Approval' process shall be complied 
any additional structures and uses. 

"2. That all other applicable rules, regulations and 
requirements shal l b e c omplied with . " 
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It was further stated by the Planning Commission that: 
"Should any of the foregoing conditions not be complied with, 
the Special Permit may be deemed null and void." 

For the Commission's information, the meeting minutes of 
December 14, 1978 have been attached (County Exhibit BB). 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

HEARING TRANSCRIPT 
November 16, 1978 

A regularly advertised public hearing on the application of the 
State of Hawaii Department of Education, was called to order at 
11:41 a.m. in the Kealakehe School Cafetorium, Kealakehe, North 
Kona, Hawaii, with Chairman William F. Mielcke presiding. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: J. Walsh Hanley 
Shigeru Fujimoto Haruo Murakami 
Bert H. Nakano 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku Ex-officio Member 
Alfredo Orita Akira Fujimoto 
William J. Paris, Jr. Deputy Corporation 
Charles H. Sakamoto Counsel Reginald Minn 

Sidney M. Fuke, Planning Director 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
Nor man Hayashi, ~~anner 
William Moore, Planner 

Galen Kuba, representing Ex-officio Member Edward Harada 

and approximately 11 people in attendance 

CHAIRMAN: The next item of business for the Commission item 5 
is advertised as a public hearing. Public hearing on the applica­
tion of the State of Hawaii Department of Education for a Special 
Permit to allow the continued use of three sites situated within 
the Stat~ Land Use Agricultural District for public educational 
purposes. The sites involved are: a) Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, 
South Kona, TMK: 8-3-13:21; b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South 
Kona, TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North Kohala, 
TMK : 5-5- 8 : 2 4 & 4 2 • 

MOORE: (Presented background on file.) 

CHAIRMAN: Is the applicant or a representative of the applicant 
present? Mr. Osato. The Chair at this time would like to ask if there 
is anyone in the audience who claims to be an interested party 
in this Special Permit applicntion. For those of you who were 
not with us earlier, an interested party is one whose legal 
rights, duties, or privileges will be determined or affected by 
this proceeding. More specifically, a person has a right to 
iritervene if: (1) He has a property interest in the land in 
question. If there is a cloud on the title to the land, this 
will not stop the hearing. The party affected must obtain a court 
order stopping the hearing; or (2) Lawfully resides on the land, 
or (3) Has or can demonstrate that he will be so immediately 
affected by the decision and that his interest is clearly dis­
tinguishable from that of the general pulic. Is there anyone 
in the audience who wishes to be an interested party to this 
application? If not, we will proceed. • 

Members of the Commission, you have heard the staff's background 
report on this Special Permit application. Do you have any ques­
tions you'd like to ask the staff? If there ·are no questions of 
the staff, I would like to ask the applicant or a representative 
of the applicant to come forward. Mr. Osato, we'll have to swear 
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you in. Do you swear to tell the truth and nothing but the truth 
on the testimony you are about to give before the Hawaii County 
Planning Commission? 

OSATO: I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Would you identify yourself for the 
record? 

OSATO: Yeah, my name is Kenneth Osato. I am the District 
Liason Specialist in Kona for the Hawaii District, Department of 
Education. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Osato, you've heard the staff's 
background report on this Special Permit application by the 
Department of Education. Do you have anything to add for the 
benefit of the Commission? 

OSATO: No, not really, except that I was asked to pinch-
hit for Mr. Herbert Watanabe, our district business specialist, 
to urge favorable action on our request. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you. Commissioners, do you have any 
questions that you'd like to refer to Mr. Osato? Okay, Mr. Osato, 
this is a public hearing. We do ask that you be seated, there 
may be some questions raised by the public that we might like to 
have you respond to. 

HAYASHI: · Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, staff. 

HAYASHI: I'd like to ask Mr. Osato a question. 

CHAIRMAN: Please proceed. 

HAYASHI: In regards to the Special Permit for Honaunau School 
and Ho'okena, we can see the rationale for coming in for a Special 
Permit; however, seeing that the Kohala School is situated next 
to an adjacent urban district, why wasn't the consideration given 
toward redistricting the area from State Land Use Agricultural to 
Urban District and subsequently coming in for County zoning that 
will allow a school on that property? 

OSATO: As I say, I'm pinch-hitting for Mr. Watanabe and I 
really don't know all of the details of the problems that brought 
this about. The only thing that I do know is that the present 
zoning creates a lot of problems in that every time that we have 
a new facility, we have to go through the procedures. The other 
thing is that I think that what you just said was probably con­
sidered and my understanding was this was the better or more 
favorable of the alternatives that Mr. Watanabe considered. Other 
than that, I'm sorry, I really don't know. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Hayashi, have you met with Mr. Watanabe con-
cerning this application and did you go over the alternates as to-? 
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HAYASHI: No, we have not, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: 
advantage of 

So he has just filed the applicat
sitting down and discussing it fir

ion without the 
st with the staff? 

HAYASHI: To our knowledge, yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay. 

FUKE: Mr. Chairman, on that -

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Director. 

FUKE: 
Mr. Watanabe 

I 
and 

did have several discussions p
I cited to him, I think it was 

ersonally with 
the problem in 

Ho'okena cause it's all in agricultural district and we've had 
some difficulty in terms of processing permits for the relocation 
of structures and all that so I had suggested at that time for him 
to get a permit which would legitimize the school use within an 
agricultural district. And then he had subsequently asked me, well, 
could you do me a favor and find out all of the schools which are 
in agricultural districts, if you could give me a list of all 
of those parcels. And I guess the Kohala School was one of them 
and I guess just based upon that, he came in for a Special Permit. 
But I would agree with the staff that it's much, much more appropriate 
in the situation of the Kohala School to eventually come in for an 
urban ·boundary amendment. This is somewhat similar to like portions 
of the Konawaena School expansion which a portiort is within the 
urban district and another portion, the proposed expansion area, 
is within the agricultural district. And I would suspect that in 
that instance, the Department will be coming in, DOE, will eventually 
be coming in with an urban boundary amendment. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Director, then, what you're saying is we can 
proceed with this Special Permit application, however it would be 
your recommendation to the Department of Education concerning the 
Kohala School that they come back for an urban boundary amendment? 

FUKE: Yes, principally because, you know, in the Kohala 
situation it's contiguous to an urban area and it's not really 
like something very unique like Ho'okena which is in a very rural 
or agricultural setting. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you, Mr. Director. Commissioners, do 
·you have any further questions either for Mr. Osato or for the 
staff? 

ORITA: Mr. Chairman, I have a question for the staff. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, please go on. 

ORITA: On page 5 it says, ''Surrounding land uses include 
vacant lands, a pistol range, residential, service station, etc." 
This is the first time I've heard of a pistol range. Can you show 
me more or less where that pistol range is located? 

PIIANAIA: The pistol range is back in this agricultural area 
here. It's a old gulch and it was established through a Special 
Permit granted about a year or year and a half ago. · 

-3-



ORITA: And do the public have access to that? 

PIIANAIA: This is a Police Department pistol range. You will 
recall that we recently processed one for ~he North Hilo District 
for the Police Department and they have one in Kohala and, well, 
the North Hilo one has been approved - those two. 

ORITA: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Orita, one of our concerns when 
we took up that case for Special Permit was, of course, of safety 
and we did question the Police Department concerning their safety 
standards in operating a pistol range in the proximity of the 
school, and I think all of us on the Commission at that time were 
satisfied that all the precaution was taken and that it would not 
affect the operation of the school. 

Any further questions, Commissioners, of either the staff or the 
Department's representative, Mr. Osato? If not, ladies and gentle­
ment, this is a public hearing on the application of the State of 
Hawaii Department of Education for a Special Permit. The Chair at 
this time would like to invite any of you from the audience who 
would like to testify either for or against the application before 
the Corn.~ission. If there is no testimony to come before the Com­
mission, the Chair will entertain a motion to either continue 
the public hearing or close the public hearing. What is your 
pleasure? 

ORITA: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Commissioner Orita. 

ORITA: I make a motion to close the public hearing. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Is there a second to the motion? 

FUJIMOTO: Second the motion. 

CHAIRMAN: All those in favor so signify by saying aye? 

COMMISSIONERS: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN: Oppose, same sign? Public hearing is closed. 
Mr. Osato, in the case of a Special Permit, ·there's a 15-day 
waiting period before the Commission can act. We will advise 
the Department of t~e time and place of the meeting and I'd 
like to also recommend that Mr. Watanabe contact the staff and 
go over the urban boundary amendment proposal concerning Kohala. 

OSATO: . Okay. 

CHAIRMAN: Good, thank you for coming down. 

The public hearing adjourned at 11:59 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon M. Nomura 
Secretary 

ATTEST: 

William F. Mielcke 
Chairman, Planning Commission 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

MINUTES 
December 14, 1978 

The Planning Commission met in regular session at 9:00 a.m., in 
the -First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, North Kona, Hawaii, 
and 2:57 p.m. at Kealakehe School Cafetorium, Kealakehe, North 
Kona, Hawaii, with Chairman William F. Mielcke presiding. 

PRESENT-: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: Sx-officio Member 
J. Walsh Hanley Akira Fujimoto 
Shigeru Fujimoto 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku 
Haruo Murakami 
Bert H. Nakano 
Alfredo Orita 
William J. Paris, Jr. (Left at 9:50 a.m., 

returned at 11:20 a.m.) 
Charles H. Sak amoto (Left at 4:38 p.m.) 

Sidney M. Fuke, Director 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
Keith Kato, Planner 
Gerald Hay, Planner (Left at 1:30 p.m.) 
Norman Hayashi, Planner (From 10:00 a.m. and left 

at 11:58 a.m.) 
Royden Yamasato, Planner (From 10:00 a.m. and 

left at 1:30 p.m.) 

David Murakami, representing Ex-officio Member Edward 
Harad a 

and approxima t ely 14 people in attendance at 9:00 a.m., 
26 people at 10:43 a.m., 34 people at 11:00 a.m., 
12 people at 11:45 a.m., 4 people at 12:22 p.m., 6 people 
at 2:57 p.m., and 10 people at 3:35 p.m. 

REPORTS: Nomination Committee head ed by Commissioner 
Sakamoto presented the slate with William F. Mielcke as chairman 
and Walsh Hanley as vice chairman. Commissioner Paris moved and 
Commissioner Jitchaku seconded that the nominations be closed, 
motion carried. 

At this time, Planning Director Puke advised that the Planning 
Department together with Corporation Counsel is also p reparing 
our own findings of fact and conclusio ns of law; so deferred 
mak ing any comment on Steven Morse's proposed findings as sub­
mitted by GEDCO. 

RECESS: The Chair called a rec es s at 9:0 7 a.m. 

RECONVENED: The meeting reconvened a t 9:11 a.m. 

Commissioner Fujimoto made a motion to reconsider the Joan Aanavi 
action for approval, and seconded by Commissioner Sakamoto; motion 
carried. Commissioner Sakamoto then moved and Commissioner Paris 
seconded ·that the Aanavi application be defered until such time 
as all parties who testified can be notifed; motion carried 
with six ayes and three noes. 



~PECIAL PERMIT Application of State of Hawaii Department of 
STATE DEPARTMENT Education for a Special Permit to allow the con­
OF EDUCATION tinued use of three sites situated within the 
KE'EI AND KAUHAKO, State Land Use Agricultural District for public 
SOUTH KONA; & educational purposes. The sites involved are: 
PAHOA, NORTH KOHALA a) Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona, TMK( 

8-3-13~21; b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South 
Kona, TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North Kohala, 
TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42. 

Staff presented recommendation on file. 

Comm~ssioner Sakamoto moved and Commissioner Orita seconded that the 
Commission send a favorable recommendation to the State Land Use 
Commission for the reasons and with the conditions outlined by the 
staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion carried with nine ayes. 

RECESS: The Chair called a recess at 12:03 p.m. 

RECONVENED: The meeting reconvened at 12:09 p.m. 

AMENDMENT TO Application of Linco Construction Co., Inc. to 
PDP NO. 8 amend Planned Development Permit No. 8 which 
LINCO CONSTRUCTION allcwed the submission of plans for a 230-unit 
CO., INC. condominium project for plan approval. The 
WAIKOLOA, SOUTH amendment is to reduce the number of units to 
KOHALA 124 to be contained within 12 structures in lieu 

of the 11 structures originally planned. Also 
requested is a one-year time extension until December 6, 1979, to 
allow the submission of plans for plan approval. The area involved 
is located along the west side of Lua-Kula Street, approximately 
600 feet south of the Lua-Kula Street - Laie Street intersection, 
Waikoloa Village, Waikoloa, South Kohala, TMK: 6-8-03:11. 

Staff presented recommendation on file. 

It was moved by Commissioner Nakano and seconded by Commissioner 
Orita that the application of Linco Construction Co., Inc. to amend 
Planned Development Permit No. 8 be approved with the understanding 
that all the existing conditions remain in effect. A roll call 
vote was taken and motion carried with nine ayes. 

SPECIAL PERMIT App~.ication of Minolu R. Cheng for a Special 
MINOLU R. CHENG Pernit to allow the establishment of a medical 
KEAUHOU 1ST, NORTH off.:.ce on O. 934 acre of land situated within 
KONA the State Land Use Rural District. The property 

involved is located on the mauka side of Kuakini 
Highway, approximately 400 feet south of the old Keauhou School site, 
Keauhou 1st, North Kona, TMK: 7-8-07:32. 

Staff presented favorable recommendation on file. 

it was clarified that the emergency entry not be allowed and that 
all · traffic to the office residence be off the Mamalahoa Highway, 
and that the doctor facility is to operate exclusively like a home 
occupation. 

It was moved by Commissioner Sakamoto and seconded by Commissioner 
Jitchaku that the Commission send a favorable recommendation to 
the State Land Use Commission for the reasons and with the conditions 
outlined by the staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion carried 
with nine ayes. 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

Suite 1795 
Pacific Trade Center 

190 S. King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

February 13, 1979 

Mr. Sidney Fuke, Planning Director 
Hawaii County Planning Department 
25 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear Mr. Fuke: 

Enclosed is a Notice of Land Use Commission meeting and the 
Agenda for the Meeting. 

Please note that petitions 

SP79-330 - MINOLU R. CHENG, M.D. 
~ 

Vs~79-331 - STATE OF HAWAII, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

SP79-332 - STANLEY S. SHIMIZU 

SP79-334 - HENRY OPUKAHAIA SCHOOL 

SP78-292 - GARY'S AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, INC. 

A78-441 - PACIFIC HAWAIIAN, LTD. 

will be acted on at that time. 

Should you have any questions on these matters, please contact 
this office. 

Enclosure - Agenda 



' STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

Suite 1795 
Pacific Trade Center 

190 s. King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

February 13, 1979 

Mr. Herbert S. Watanabe 
Hawaii District 
Department of Education 
75 Aupuni Street 
P.O. Box 4160 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear Mr. Watanabe: 

Enclosed is a Notice of Land use Commission meeting and the 
Agenda for the Meeting. 

Please note that petition 

SP79-331 - STATE OF HAWAII, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

will be acted on at that time. 

Should you have any questions on this matter, please contact 
this office. 

Very truly yours, 

~ 

Executive Officer 

Enclosure - Agenda 
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STATE OF HAWAII 
LAND USE COMMISSION 

NOTIFICATION OF LAND USE COMMISSION MEETING 

DATE, TIME & PLACE 

February 21, 1979 - 9:30 a.m. 
Conference Room, 9th Floor 

Kamamalu Building 
250 South King Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

A G E N D A 

I. ACTION 

1. A78-442 - Mitsugi and Fusako Yamamura (Maui) (Hearing Officer) 

To reclassify approximately 5.6 acres of land presently 
in the Agricultural District into the Rural District at 
Haiku, Maui for a residential subdivision. 

2. SP79-329 - Kauai Bible Church (Kauai) 

To allow the establishment of a church on approximately 
1.25 acres of land situated . within the State Land Us.e 
Agricultural District at Omao, Koloa, Kauai. 

3. SP79-330 - Minolu R. Cheng (Hawaii) 

To allow the establishment of a medical office on 
approximately .934 acre of land situated within the 
State Land Use Rural District at Keauhou 1st, North Kona, 
Hawaii. 

SP79-331 - State of Hawaii, Department of Education (Hawaii) 

To allow the continued use of three (3) school sites 
situated within the State Land Use Agricultural District 
at Honaunau, Hookena and Kohala for public educational 
purposes. 

5. SP79-332 - Stanley S. Shimizu (Hawaii) 

To allow the establishment of a 50' x 60' freezer/office 
building on one (1) acre of land situated within the 
State Land Use Agricultural District at Keei 2nd, South 
Kona, Hawaii. 

6. SP79-334 - Henry Opukahaia School (Hawaii) 

To allow the establishment of a private school on ten (10) 
acres of land situated within the State Land Use Agricul­
tural District at Keaau, Puna, Hawaii. 
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7. SP78-292 - Gary's Automotive Serv ice, Inc. (Hawaii) 

To extend the life of the Special Permit from five (5) 
years to ten (10) years to allow the establishment of 
an auto body repair shop, truck repair and vehicle 
storage area on approximately four (4) acres of land 
situated within the State Land Use Agricultural District 
at Waikoloa, South Kohala, Hawaii. 

8. A78-441 - Pacific Hawaiian, Ltd. (Hawaii) 

To reclassify approximately 8.0 acres of land presently 
in the Agricultural District into the Urban District at 
Ponahawai, South Hilo, Hawaii for a neighborhood shopping 
center. 

II. MISCELLANEOUS 

1. Adoption of Minutes 

2. Meeting Schedule 

2/13/79 - A COPY OF THIS AGENDA WAS MAILED TO ALL PERSONS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS ON THE ATTACHED MAILING LISTS: 

1. STATEWIDE 2. HAWAII 3. MAUI 4 . KAUAI 



COUNTY OF 
HAWAII 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
25 AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 96720 HERBERT T. MATA YOSHI 

Mayor 

SIDNEY M. FUKE 
Director 

DUANE KANUHA 
Deputy Director 

Special Permit Application 

January 23, 1979 

f;- ,. 
Mr. Gordan Furutani 
Executive Officer 

r--.... 
c_n 

.l>-
(J) .z. 
"4'=> 
:Z,..,-

Land Use Commission 
190 South King Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

2 
_,,w 

,. 

-J ,-;; 
rnr-:, 
c-,c,,._... 

:r. 
> -
= -

Dear Mr. Furutani: ::t: --.: 
c..o 

Petitioner: State of Hawaii Department of Education 

In accordance with Chapter 205, Section 205-6, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes, we are transmitting the decision and findings of the 
County Planning Commission on the above application. 

The special permit request was to allow the continued use of 
three sites situated within the State Land Use Agricultural District 
for public educational purposes. The sites involved are: a) Hopaunau 
School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona, TMK: 8-3-13:21; b) Ho'okena School, 
Kauhako, South Kona, TMK: 8-6-10:9 and 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, 
North Kohala, TMK: 5-5-8:24 and 42. 

The Planning Commission at a duly advertised public hearing held 
on November 16, 1978 in the First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, 
North Kona, Hawaii, discussed the subject request. The Commission 
on December 14, 1978 voted to recommend the approval of the Special 
Permit to the Land Use Commission based on the followin~ findings: 

That the granting of this request will not be contrary to 
the objectives sought to be accomplished by the State Land Use 
Law and Regulations. The State Land Use Law and Regulations 
are intended to preserve, protect and encourage the develop­
ment of lands in the State for those uses to which the lands 
are best suited in the interest of the public health and 
welfare of the people. The areas under consideration include 
the Honaunau School Site, the Ho'okena School Site and portions 
of the Kohala High and Grammar School site, all of which are 
situated within the State Land Use Agricultural District. While 
schools and school uses are not permitted within the State Land 

l 



Mr. Gordan Furutani 
Page Two 

Use Agricultural District, these areas under consideration are 
non-conforming, having been established prior to the adoption 
of the State Land Use Law and Regulations. The purpose of this 
request, then, is to legitimize the use of these areas for the 
existing educational purposes. These three (3) school sites are 
an integral part of the State educational system providing 
educational opportunities to enable individual as to fulfill 
their needs, responsibilities and aspirations. The granting of 
this request will enable the petitioner to continue to provide 
these services within the respective communities and furthermore 
will allow the possible expansion and/or replacement of the 
existing facilities as may be required in the future. It is 
therefore determined that the continued use of these areas for 
the intended educational purposes will result in the highest 
and best use of these lands for the public health and welfare. 

Further that the granting of this request will be in accor­
dance with the Public Facilities Element of the General Plan. 
Specifically this Element states as its goal: 

"to provide public facilities that effectively service 
community needs and to continue seeking ways of improving 
public service through better and more functional facilities 
which are in keeping with environmental and aesthetic 
concerns of the community." 

The General Plan also states specific courses of action 
for the Kohala and Kona districts. This course of action 
include that continual improvement of the Kohala High and 
Grammar School facilities shall be undertaken as needs dictate 
and that expansion of the Holualoa and Ho'okena School com­
plexes to meet school district needs shall be encouraged. 

That the granting of this request will not adversely 
affect surrounding properties or improvements. The purpose 
of this Special Permit request is to legitimize the existing 
educational uses of the Honaunau, Ho'okena and portions of 
the Kohala School sites. These areas are already built up 
with facilities and improvements for their educational uses. 
Furthermore, the Ho'okena School was established in the 1920's 
while the Honaunau School site were established in 1952. 
Consequently it is determined that the continued use of these 
areas for the existing educational purposes will not adversely 
affect the surrounding areas nor will it alter or change the 
essential character of these lands. 

That the granting of this request will not unreasonably 
burden other public agencies to provide roads and other infra-



Mr. Gordan Furutani 
Page Three 

structure and services. All necessary utilities and facilities 
are already available at the respective school sites. 

Furthermore, it should be pointed out that the action of 
the Kohala School site under consideration is situated immedi­
ately adjacent to the State Land Use Urban designated area 
of Kapa'au. It is therefore suggested that the Department of 
Education look into the reclassification of these areas to 
the State Land Use Urban district in order to further bring 
them into conformance with their actual use. 

The favorable recommendation was also subject to the following 
conditions: 

1. That the "Plan Approval" shall be complied with any 
additional structures and uses. 

2. That all other applicable rules, regulations and require­
ments shall be complied with. 

Enclosed are copies of the Exhibits from the subject docket. 

Sincerely, 

William F. Mielcke 
Chairman, Planning Commission 

WFM:mh 

Enclosures 

cc: Herbert s. Watanabe, DOE 
Land Use Division, DPED 
Kona Service Office 



LIST OF EXHIBITS - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

A. Applicant's letter 9/15/78 

A-1. Application form 

A-2. Applicant's reasons for Honaunau School 9/15/78 

A-2a. Applicant's location map, Honaunau School 

A-2b. Applicant's plot plan, Honaunau School 

A-3. Applicant's reasons for Hookena School 9/15/78 

A-3a. Applicant's location map, Hookena School 

A-3b. Applicant's plot plan, Hookena School 

A-4. Applicant's reasons for Kohala School 9/15/78 

A-4a. Applicant's location map, Kohala School 

A-4b. Applicant's plot plan, Honaunau School 

B. Departmental acknowledgement letter 9/22/78 

C. Memo to the agencies 9/22/78 

D. Water Supply 9/28/78 

E. Agriculture 9/29/78 

F. Public Works 10/2/78 

G. Highways, DOT 10/2/78 (received by Planning Department) 

H. Police 10/5/78 

H-1. Police 10/5/78 

I. Soil Conservation Service 10/5/78 

J. Fire 10/6/78 

K. Health 10/10/78 

L. P & R - Honaunau School 10/19/78 

L-1. P & R - Hookena School 10/19/78 

L-2. P & R - Kohala School 10/19/78 

M. Memo to Public Works 10/24/78 



N. Public Works 10/27/78 

©-1. Letter to surrounding property owners, Honaunau School 
O-la. Map sent to surrounding property owners 
O-lb. List of surrounding property owners 

0-2. Letter to surroundingproperty owners, Hookena School 
O-2a. Map sent to surrounding property owners 
O-2b. List of surrounding property owners 

0-3. Letter to surrounding property owners, Kohala School 
O-3a. Map sent to surrounding property owners 
O-3b. List of surrounding property owners 

P. Letter to the applicant 10/31/78 

P-1. Public Hearing Notice 

Q. Voting Sheet - closed hearing 

R. Minutes 11/16/78 

s. Transcript 11/16/78 

T. Letter to the applicant 11/17/78 

u. Letter to the applicant 12/4/78 

v. Staff Background 

w. Staff Recommendation 

x. Location Map - Honaunau School 

Y. Location Map - Hookena School 

z. Location . Map - Kohala School 

AA. Voting Sheet 

BB Minutes 12/14/78 



GEORGE R. ARIYOSHI c,:.uiu::; G CLAfiK 
GOVERNOR SUP!:FilN l"ENDE:H 

KIYOTO MIZUBA 
DISrR;cr Sl/PEPINl ENDEtH 

STATE OF . HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

HAWAII SCHOOLS 

7!5 AUPUNI STREET 

P. 0 . Box 4160 
HILO, HAWAII 96720 

September . 15 ,: 1978 

Mr. Sidney Fuke, Director 
Planning Department 
CoIB1ty of Hawaii 
25 Aupillli Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 

Dear Mr. Fuke: 

The Hawaii District, Department of Education is applying for special 
pennits for land parcels at Honatmau, Hookena and Kohala. We are not applying 
for special pennit for additional parcels which are within State Land Use, · 
Agriculture District. These are: Honokaa -- 1MK 4-5-01:11 -- which is no 
longer IB1der QUr jurisdiction as we have taken action to return the land parcel 
to the Department of Land and Natural Resources; Alae School -- Th1K 8-7- 05:09 -­
We do not have plans to re-open this school. It is currently used for our 
Alternative Education program, and plans are to eventually return the site to 
the Land Department. 

We shall appreciate your kokua to process our Special Pennit Applications 
for Honailllau, Hookena, and Kohala. 

With best wishes. 

erber S. Watanabe 
Staff Specialist, Business &Facilities 

HSl'v:kt 

EXHIBIT A 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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COUNTY OF HA~\';\ I l 

PU'.NNI NG DEPARTMENT - PLANNING COMMISSION 

APPL !CANT: _ __ Hawaii_District.,__pepartment _of EducaJ:ion 

APPL! CA~T I S S!GNATURE: __!!erb~rj_§.!...JW~a~t~~~,Z:;h~~r2£~~8~~~~=--~::::::::: 

ADDRESS: -~-Z.~ AY£tp.i_Stre~_t_i. .P._0. _B_ox___ 

-------~...-------
TELEPHONE: 961-7201 

8-3-13:21 12.0 Acres Honatn1au 
5-5-08:24 &42 9.935 Acres Kohala 

TAX MAP KEY: 8-6-10:09 &12 AREA: 4.032 Acres Hookena<siar& of Paro91.f__.__ _ 

OWNER: State 

OWNER'S SIGNAiURE: 

APPLICANT'S INTEREST, 

REQUESTED USE: - For Public School at Honatn1au, Kohala, Hookena 

APPLICANT'S REASON(S) FOR REQUESTING SPECIAL PERMIT: (Please attach) 

NOTE: Thef appl leant must show that: 

Ca) such use shall not be contrary to the objectives sought to be 
accomplished by the Land Use Law and Regulations; 

(b) the desired use shat I not adversely affect surrounding properties; _ 
Cc) such use shall not unreasonably burden public agencies to provide 

roads and streets, sewers, water, drainage, school Improvements, and 
pollce and fire protection; 

Cd) unusual conditions, trends, and needs have arisen since the district 
boundaries and regulations were established; 

Ce) the land upon which the proposed use is sought ls unsuited for the 
uses permii--red within the district; 

(f) the proposed use h i II not substantially alter or change the essentfal 
character of the land and the present use; and 

(g) the proposed use will make the highest and best use of -the land 
Involved for the publtc welfare. 

TH IS APPLICATION MUST BE ACCOMPAN l ED BY: 

Ca) 16 cop Ies of the comp Ieted ap pI Icat Ior. form \"J I th attachments. 
(b) 16 copies of a location map. 
(c) :6 copt0s of a site plan with existing and proposed uses. 
(d) any add J·tl ona I Informatl on. 
(e) $100.00 processing fee. 

For Off icial Use: 

Date r-ece!ved 

120th d~y ~-~=------__ EXHI BIT A- lPub I f c Hearing date--·-----
Action date 
To land Use Comrnlss lon 

P_n ?/75~ 



GEORGE R. ARIYOSHI CHAHLES G. CLARK 
GOVERNOR SUPEA!NffN!)E:,T 

KIYO TO MIZU 8 A 
UIS rAICT SUPERINTENDENT 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTME NT OF ED UC/,T ION 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

HAWAII SCHOOLS 

75 AUPUNI STREET 

P . o . Box 4160 
HILO, HAWAII 96720 

September: :1,5 ;: .1978 

TO: Hawaii County Planning Commission 

FRCXvl: Herbert S. Watanabe h .. _/ · 
Staff Specialist,~ess &Facilities 

SUBJECT: APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT 
TMK: 8-3-13:21 

Special pennit is requested for Land Parcel 1MK 8-3-13:21 currently 
within State Land Use,Agriculture District, for public school use. 

'-hlo:. < 

The .~parcel of 12 acres was acquired by the County of Hawaii in 1952, 
after the earthquake had destroyed the original Honaunau School located along 
the old road to the City of Refuge. · 

A completely new school was constructed on the newly acquired land 
which currently includes kindergarten to grade 8. 

The Department of Education has added several new structures at 
Honaunau, and the imnediate and long range plan includes the continuance of 
this public school in South Kona. 

HSW:kt 

Enc. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

EXHIBIT A-Z 
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GEORGE R. ARIYOSHI O .,;HL.Et; G. CLARK 
GOVERNOR SUPEF<IN,c:NDElll 

KIY01 O MIZt; ~ 1, 
OISTRICi SUr'ER:N~!: M) E~ff 

STATE or HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SUPERINT C:NOENT 

HAWAII SCHOOLS 

7!5 AUPUNI STR EET 

P . O. Box 4160 
HILO, HAWAII 96720 . 

September: 15 ;· ·1978 

TO: Hawaii Collllty Planning Corrunission 

FR0.\1: Herbert S. Watanabe 
· Staff Specialist, B 

SUBJECT: APPLICATION FOR S 
1MK: 8-6-10: 09 

Special permit is requested for subject parcels TMK 8-6-10:09 and 
TMK 8-6-10:12 currently within State Land Use, Agriculture District, for 
public school use . 

.-.~ .,..... . 

Subject parcels are currently the site of Hookena Elementary School 
which includes kindergarten through grade 8. The land has been used as a site 
for public school as far back as .the early 1920's. 

Hookena Elementary School is planned for continuance,and long range 
plans include the complete upgrading and replacement of outdated physical 
facilities. Present inventory of structures include three (3) permanent wood 
frame buildings and· four relocatable classroom buildings. 

HSW:kt 

Attachment 

EXHIB IT A- 7 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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GEORGE A. ARIYOSHI Ct-IAPl.ES G. CLAR,;. 
GOVERNOR SUPERiNl !;ND ENT 

KIYO1O MIZUBA 
Dlt;fRICT SUPt:RIN ftN::Ji:N f 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT S UPERINTENDENT 

HAWAII SCHOOLl, 

7:l AUPU NI STREET 

P. 0 . Box 4160 
HILO, HAWAII 96720 

September l5 ~ .1978 

TO: Hawaii Coilll.ty Planning Corrrrnission 

FRQ\1: Herbert S. Watanabe JJ/
Staff Specialist, ~iness &Facilities 

SUBJECT: APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT 
TMK: 5-5-08:24 and 42 

Special Pennit is requested for Parcels TMK 5-5-08:24 and 42, 
currently within State Land Use, Agriculture District, for public school use. 

The parcels were acquired by the State (Territory) of Hawaii for 
addition of lands to Kohala High and Elementary School in 1952. The parcel 
is currently used as the school's major athletic playfield complex and site 
for one-third of the pennanent classroom structure for the elementary classes. 

, Kohala High and Elementary School has been in existence· at the 
present location since the late 1900s. 

The Department of Education has planned to retain the school at its 
present site and recently completed a total master plan for the school. 

HSW:kt 

Enc. 
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September 22, 1978 

Mr. Herbert s. Watanabe 
Staff Specialist, Business Bacilities 
Hawaii District, Dept. of Education 
75 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 

Dear Mr. Watanabe: 

Special Permit - School Use at Honaunau, Kohala 
and Hookena 

TMI{: 8-3-13:21; 5-5-08:24 & 42; 8-G-10:9 & 12 

This is to acknowledge receipt on Sep tember 18, 1978 
of the above described special permit app lication. 

The County Planning Commission s hall conduct a public hearing 
on the req u e st with in a p eriod of not less tha n thirty (30) nor 
more than one hundred twenty (120) d ays f rom the rece ipt of the 
a pplication. 'l'he P l a nning Cornr:i i s sion shal l then act on the 
application not earlier than fi f teen (15) days a f ter the public 
hearing but wi thin a reasonable time therea fter. Should the 
Plann ing Cornmiss ion r e commend favorabl y on the r e que st, it will 
the n be forwarded to the State Land Use Commission for final 
action. 

However, t he Planning Commission may d e ny the request if it 
is found that t h e proposed u se does not meet the special permit 
guidelines. In th i s case , their decision i s final. In accordance 
with the provi s i o ns of Chap t e r 205-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, a 
denial by t he P lanning Commission may be appealable to the Circuit 
Court of the circuit in which the land is situated, in this case, 
the Third Circuit Court. 

Notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall be 
forwarded when the application is scheduled for Commission action. 

Please submit a $100 filing fee for processing and to cover 
the cost of legal notice publication. 

E}{H BIT f3 
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Mr. Herbert s. Watanabe -2- September 22, 1978 

Should any questions arise, please contact Ilirna Piianaia or 
Keith Kato of this department at 961-8288. 

Sincerely, 

-~~\'~ 
Sidn~y M. ~ke 
Planning Director 

IP:gs 

,., r 
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MEMORANDUM: 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of Hawaii, Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

DPW R & D Soil Conserv.To: Date: Sept. 22, 1978DWS p & R Dept. of Ag. 
Police Helco 

t~ · - ~fr~ 
~..,~ \' . .J\:,.,'ct_, 

From : C OR 0 
Subject : APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT 

Hawaii District, Dept. of Education 
School Use at Honaunau, Kohala and Hookena 
TMK: 8-3-13:21; 5-5-08:24 & 42; 8-6-10:9 & 12 

Attached is the application for Special Permit being forwarded 
to .you for review. pay we have your written comments within two 
weeks. 

Thank you very much. 

gs 
Encl. 
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER SUPPLY • COUNTY OF HAWAII 

P . 0 . BO X 1820 HILO. HAWAII 96720 25 AUPUNI STREET 

September 28, 1978 

TO: Planning Department 

FROM: Manager 

SUBJECT: APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT 
HAWAII DISTRICT, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
SCHOOL USE AT HONAUNAU, KOHALA AND HOOKENA 
TAX MAP KEY 8-3-13:21; 5-5-08:24 AND 42; 8-6-10:9 AND 12 

We have no objections to the subject request. The parce1s are a1ready
being serviced from the public water system. It is not expected that 
water consumption will increase in the immediate future. 



GEORGE R. AR IYOSHI JOHN FARIAS. JR 
GOVERNOR CHAIRMAN BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

YUKIO KITA GAWA 
DEPUTY TO THE CHAIRMAN 

BOARD MEMBERS· 

SIDNEY G U GOO 
MEMBER · AT · LARGE 

STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
ERNEST F MOR GADO 1428 SO. K ING STREET 
MEMBER • AT · LARGE • 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96814 
SUZANNE D PE TERSON 

MEMBER • AT · LARGE 

FEDERICO GALD ONE S 
HAWAII MEMBER

September 29, 1978 
JAMES E NISHI DA 

KAUA I MEMBER 

FRED M OGASAWARA 
MAUI MEMBER 

WILLIAM Y. THOMPSON 
EX OFFICI O MEMBER 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Mr. Sidney Fuke, Director 
Hawaii County Planning Department 

Subject: Application for Special Permit 
Hawaii District Department of Education 
School Use at Honaunau, Kohala and Hookena 
TMK: 8-3-13:21; 5-5-08:24 &42; 8-6-10:9 &12 

The Department of Agriculture has no comments or objections 

•7lication. foc special pennit. 

---+-6 ku,,,/tt11~· 
!I 

JOHN FARIAS, JR. 
Chairman, Board of Agriculture 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

HILO. HAWAII 

DATE October 2, 1978 

TO Planning Department 

FROM Chief Engineer 

SUBJECT: Application for Special Permit 
Applicant: DOE 
Location: Honaunau, Kohala and Hookena 
TMK: 8-3-13:21; 5-5-8:24 and 42; 8-6-10:9 and 12 

We have reviewed the subject application and have no connnents or 
objections to offer. · 

for EDWARD HARADA, Chief Engineer 

EXHiBIT f 



RYok1ch1 Higashfonna PhGEORGE R A RIYOSHI 

COV C P .... OR xx,tx~mcx-xxx,r ' 
Oll4l C. t 0 Jf 

OEPUl Y Dl f<fECT OR S 

DOUGLA S S S AKAM OTO 

WALLACE AOK I 

Charles 0. Swanson 
STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMEl'JT OF TRANSPORTATION 

HIGHWAY S DI VISIO N 

HAWAII DIS TRIC T IN REPLY REFER TO · 

50 MAKAALA STREET 

P O AOX 4277 LT-H 78-2.1178HILO, HAWAII 96720 

ME MORAN OUM: 

TO: Director, Planning Department
County of Hawaii 

FROM: District Engineer, Hawaii 

SUBJECT: ( ) Change of Zone Application 

( ) Variance Application 

( ) Subdivision Application No. 

( X ) Specie.1 Permit Application 
Department of Education . 
THK: 8-3-lJ:21 (Honmm.nu), 5-5-08:24 & 42 (Y~hala.), 

8-<>-10:9 & 12 (Hod~ena) 

We have no comrnents on the proposed action for the subject application. 

~~ 
CHAS . L. SCHUSTER 

f}UHBIT G 

https://Honmm.nu
https://Oll4lC.t0
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

349 KAPIOLANI STREET 
HILO, HAWAII 96720 

OUR REFERENCE 11763 GUYA. PAUL 

YOUR REFERENCE CHIEF OF POLICE 

October 5, 1978 

TO SIDNEY FUKE, PLA!mING DIRECTOR 

FROM GUY A. PAUL, CHIEF OF POLICE 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL PERMIT-SCHOOL USE AT KOHALA 
TMK: 8-3~13:21; 5-5-08:24 &42; 8-6-10:9 &12 

The application submitted by the above applicant has been reviewed and 
from the police standpoint, we can foresee no adverse effects from the 
requested land use. 

;::)~ 
. PAUL 
OF POLICE 

RWS/RLP/k 



POLICE DEPARTMENT 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

349 KAPIOLANI STREET 
HILO, HAWAII 96720 

OUR REFERENCE 11763 GUYA. PAUL 

YOUR REFERENCE CHIEF OF POLICE 

October 5, 1978 

TO SIDNEY FUKE, PLANNING DIRECTOR 

FROM GUY A. PAUL, CHIEF OF POLICE 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL PERMIT - HAWAII DISTRICT, DEPT. OF EDUCATION 
SCHOOL USE AT HUNAUNAU, KOHALA AND HOOKENA 
TMK: 8-3-13:~I; 5~5-08:24 &42; 8-6-10:9 &12 

The application submitted by the above applicant has been reviewed and 
from the police standpoint, we can foresee no adverse effects from the 
requested land use. 

1· Guv /rOcJZ.____,
\ CHI F OF POLICE 

RG/RLP/k 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

P. O. Box 636, !{ealakekua , Hi. 96750 Octob er 5, 197A 

Sir.1ney :1. :Fuke, Director 
°lanninr f.·epartment 
'":onnt y o f Har,:aii 
Hilo , Hawaii 967?.0 

1:. ,"at:; r .;.M-.U..,.. . F·1t ke ,• 

Sub_:iect : Ary"LJr;\TIOn "'.:'() ii -S? 1<'STAL , r1T-1TT 
Hawaii !:istri c t T'eot . of Educati on 
School Use at Honaunan , Kohala anc llookena 
't'MX: R- J - 13 : 21 ; 5-5-0P. : 2L ".- }, ? ; P- 6-10 : 9 °, 12 

Subject ao:Jlication ha s b een r ev i P1-rec an ci we raYe no co1'1!"'1e nt s 
t o offer at thi s time . 

Tha nk you for t he ouportunity t o r eview t his do c ument . 

Sincerely, 

{:1/(r~ ~ 
i,istrict G~nserval ioni s t 



HAWAII f IRE DEPARTMtNT, COUNTY OF HAYU•HU. HAWAII 96720 

OAT£ October 6, 1978 

TO Planning Department 

FROM , Hiroshi Shishido, Deputy Fire Chief 

SUSJECT: APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMTT 
HAWAII DISTRICT, DEPT . OF EDUCATION 
SCHOOL us~ AT HONAUNAU, KOHALA AND HOOKENA 
TMK: 8-3-13:21; 5-5-08:24 &42; 8-6-10:9 &12 

The Fire Department has no objections to granting the special permit 

application for Honaunau, Hookena and Kohala Schools. 

HIROSHI SHISHIDO 
DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF 

HS/mo 

EXHIBIT _J 
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MEMORANDUM: 
PLANNING . DEPARTMENT County of Hawaii, Hil_o, Hawaii 96720 

To: DPW R & D Soil Conserv .' Date: Sept. 22, 1978OWS P & R Dept. of Ag. 
· Highways Police Belco · 

From: 

Subject: ::~:::~\~PERMIT 
Hawaii of~~! Dept. of Education 
School Use at Honaunau, Kohala and Hookena 
TMK: 8-3-13:21; 5-5-08:24 & 42; 8-6-10:9 & 12 

Attached is the application for Special Permit being forwarded 
to you for review. May we have your written comments within two 
weeks. 

Thank you very much. 

gs 
Encl. 

Department of Health 
Hjlo, Hawaii 
October 10, 1978 

COMMENTS 

Found no environmental health concern . Annual inspections 
of the school facilities are conducted by our Registered
Sanitarians. 

)I~
HAROLD MATSUURA 
Chief Sanitarian, Hawaii 



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

Date: October 19, 1978 

TO: PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

FROM: DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 

RE: ( )CHANGE OF ZONE APPLICATION 
(X)SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION 
( )USE PERMIT APPLICATION 
( )VARIANCE 
( ) 

- Honaunau School 

FOR :___D_e_p_t_._o_f_E_d_u_ca_t_io_n_______ TMK:..-_8_-_3_-_1_3_:_2_1______ 

Since no specific long range plans 
that the subject request is merely 
school complex. 

were presented, we have assumed 
to allow the continuance of the 

Based on this assumption, 

IJJ.f/4~£ 
Milton T. Hakoda 
Director 

we 

? 

have no adverse corrnnents to offer. 

EXHIBIT L 



-----------------

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

Dati: October 19, 1978 

TO: PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

FROM: DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 

RE: ( )CHANGE OF ZONE APPLICATION 
(X)SPECIAL PERJ.~IT APPLICATION - Hookena Elementary School 
( )USE PERMIT APPLICATION 
( )VARIANCE 
( ) 

FOR: Depto of Education TMK 8-6-10:9 & 12 

We have no adverse comments to offer on the DOE 1 s request for 
upgrading and replacement of outdated physical facilities at 
Hookena Elementary School. 

1 

J;, ; ;: A//<1/
////~--~,/ 

Milton T. Hakoda \ 
Director 

L--1 



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

Date: __o_c_t_._1_9~,'--1_9_7_8_____ 

TO: PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

FROM: DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 

RE: ( )CHANGE OF ZONE APPLICATION 
(x)SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION 
( )USE PERMIT APPLICATION 
( )VARIANCE 
( ) 

- Kohala High and Elementary 

FOR: Department of Education------------------ TMK 5-5-08:24 & 42 

We have no adverse corrnnents to offer on the DOE's 
allow continuance of the school complex. 

, '/ 

request to 

Milton T. Hakoda 
Director / 

EiUH BIT 
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MEMORANDUM: 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT County of Hawaii, Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

To: Ed Harada, Chief Engineer 
Date: October 24, 197 8 

From : Planning Director{vv:rr'.V r-~\.'V 
Application for Special Permit/DOE . fSubject : 
Honaunau and Hook:ena Schools 
TMK: a-3-13:21 & 8-6-10:12 

In processing the subject application by the Department 
of Education to leg itirnite existing school uses in the 
Agricultura l District, it has come to our attention that the 
subject p a rce ls, TMK: 8-3-13:21 and 8-6-10:12 are possibly 

•County-owne d. 

We would appreciate your clarification as to whether this 
is indeed the case. If so, does the County have any objections 
to the subj e ct special permit. 

The s pecial p ermit a pplication has b een tentatively 
scheduled for a preliminary hearing on t-fovember 16, 1978, 
therefore we would appreciate an edrly r e sponse. 

Tl1ank you. 

VI<G/lgv 

cc DOE 

EXH IBIT M 
oc, 2 5 \978 

I' 
l 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

HILO. HAWAII 

DATE October 27, 1978 

TO Planning Department 

FROM : Chief Engineer 

SUBJECT: Application for Special Permit 
Applicant: DOE 
Location: Honaunau and Hookena Schools 
TMK: 8-3-13:21 and 8-6-10:12 

The subject parcels are County-owned (See File No. 597, 5/1/47 and File No. 
753, 3/28/52). We have no objections to his special permit. 

E}tH IBIT N 

r 

EPWARD HARADA!, 
( 



PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

2t, AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 96720 HERBERT T. MATA YOSHI 
Mayor 

COUNTY OF 
HAWAII 

SIDNEY M. FUKE 
Dlreclor 

DUANE KANUIIA 
Deputy Dlrec1or 

November 3, 1978 

Dear Property Owner: (TMK: 

Special Permit Application
/2) Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona 

TMK : 8-3-13 : 21 
b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South Kona 

TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12 
c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North Kohala 

TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42 

You are hereby notified that a request for a special permit 
to allow the continued use of three sites situated within the 
State Land Use Agricultural District for public educational 
purposes has been submitted by the State of Hawaii Department 
of Education. 

The sites involved are: ·a) Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, 
South Kona, TMK: 8-3-13:21; b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, 
South Kona, TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, 
North Kohala, TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42. 

A public hearing on the subject among others will be held 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 16, 1978 in the 
First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, North Kona, Hawaii. 

You are invited to comment on the application at the 
hearing or submit written comments prior to the hearing. 

Sincerely, 

~~i 
Director 

J.gv 
Enclosure 

E}UHBIT o-, 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

2~ AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 06720 HERBERTT. MATAYOSHI 
Ma~or 

COUNTY OF SIDNEY M. fUKE
HAWAII Dlrec1or 

DUANE KANUHA 
Deputy Director 

November 3, 1978 

Dear Property Owner: (TMK: 

Special Permit Application 
a} Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona 

TMK : 8 - 3-13 : 21 
..lb} Hotokena School, Kauhako, South Kona 

TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12 
c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North Kohala 

TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42 

You are hereby notified that a request for a special permit 
to allow the continued use of three sites situate d within the 
State Land Use Agricultural District for public educational 
purposes has been submitted by the State of Hawaii Department 
of Education. 

The sites involved are: a} Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, 
South Kona, TMK: 8-3-13:21; ~b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, 
South Kona, TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, 
North Kohala, TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42. 

A public hearing on the subject among others will be held 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. on Thursddy, November 16, 1978 in the 
First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, North Kona, Hawaii. 

You are invited to comment on the application a t the 
hearing or submit written comments prior to the hea r ing. 

Sincerely, 

Director 

J.gv 
Enclosure 

EXHI BIT 0-2 

r 
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215 AUPUNI STREET • HILO, HAWAII 96720 HERBERTT. MATAYOSHI 
MaJor 

COUNTY OF sm~n·M. n ru: 
HAWAII Director 

DUANE KANUHA 
Oeput.• Dlrccror 

November 3, 1978 

Dear Property Owner: (TMK: 

Special Permit Application 
a) Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona 

TMK: 8-3-13: 21 
b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South Kena 

TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12 
~)/' Kohala School, Pahoa, North Kohala 

TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42 

You are hereby notified that a request for a special permit 
to allow the continued use of thre e sites situat,~d within the 
State Land Use Agricultural District for public e ducational 
purposes has been submitted by the State of Hawaii Department 
of Education. 

The sites involved are: a) Honau~au School , K~'ei 2nd, 
South Kena, TMK: 8-3-13:21; b ) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, 
South Kona, TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, 
North Kohala, TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42. 

A public hearing on the s ubj e ct among others will be held 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. on Tht.rsday , November 16, 1 978 in the 
First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Rc,om, Kailua, Norti1 tZona , Hawaii. 

You are invited to comment on the application at the 
hearing or submit writte n comments prior to the hearing. 

Sincerely, 

~~:-
Director 

igv 
Enclosure 

EX HIBIT o- !:> 
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October 31, 1978 

Mr. Herbert s. Watanabe 
Hawaii District, Dept. of Education 
75 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, HI 96720 

Dear Mr. Watanabe: 

Notice of a Public Hearing 
Special Permit Application 
Tax Map Key 8-3-13:32 / 

n II 8-6-10:9 & 12ft 

" " " 5•5-8:24 & 42 

This is to inform you that your request has been scheduled 
for a public hearing. Said he aring among others will be held 
beginning a t 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 16, 1978, in the 
First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, North Kona, Hawaii. 

The presence of a represe ntative will be appreciated in order 
that all questions relative to the request may be clarified. 

A copy of the hearing notice and agenda are enclosed for 
your information. 

Sincerely, 
<.._~ - ~, ,._ .._ ('\ ~ 
----....._..,\ 9 ,,/'7'. " -, \ ......., ,... '.f"".<.) \. :,.;, "-lA..•,1 "'· \ \J.A,-:1 1'J 

/\ V .._,.. 

Sidney M. (.Fuke 
Director 

gs 
Enclosures 

cc: State Land Us e Commission 
Dept. of Planning & Economic Deve lopment 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of . public hearings to be held by the 

Planning Commission of the County of Hawaii in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 5-4.2 of the Charter of the County of Hawaii. 

PLACE: First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, 
North Kona 

DATE: Thursday, November 16, 1978 

TIME: Item# 1: 9:00 a.m. 
Item #2-3: 10:00 a.m. 

The purpo s e of the public hearings is to afford all interested 

persons a reasonable opportunity to be heard on the following requests: 

1. PETITIONER: STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR'rATION, 
AIR TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES DIVISION 

LOCl\.TION: Ke-ahole Airport and surrounding lands and 

the Natura l Energy Laboratory of Hm1aii Site, 

'O'oma 1st, Kalaoa 1st-4th, Hamanamana and 

Haleohiu, North Kona. 

TMK: 7-3-43: portion of 3, 6-22, 28-30, 

portion of 32, 34-36. 

PURPOSE : Change of zone for 822.66 acres of land 

from an Open {O) to a General Industrial 

1-acre {MG-la) zoned district. 

2. PETITIONER: MINOLU R. CHENG 

LOCA'I'ION: On the mauka side of Kuakini Highway, 

approxima tely 400 feet south of the old 

Keauhou School site, Keauhou 1st, North Kana. 



TMK: 7-8-07:32 

PURPOSE: Special Permit to allow the establishment 

of a medical office on 0.934 acre of land 

situated within the State Land Use Rural 

District. 

3. PETITIONER: STATE OF HAh'AII DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

LOCATIONS AND 
TMK: a) Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona, 

TMK : 8-3-13 : 21 ; 

b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South Kona, 

TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12; 

c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North Kohala, 

TMK : 5-5- 8 : 2 4 & 4 2 • 

PURPOSE: Special Permit to allow the continued use 

of three sites situated within the State 

Land Use Agricultural District for public 

educational purposes. 

Maps showing the general locations and boundaries of the areas 

undGr consideration and/or plans of the proposed developments are on 

file in the office of the Planning Department in the County Building 

at 25 Aupuni Street, Hilo, Hawaii, and are open to inspection during 

office hours. All comments should be filed• with the Planning Corr.mis­

sion before that date, or in person at the public hearing. 

PLANNING COMMISSION, 
WILLIAM F. MIELCKE, Chairman 
By SIDNEY M. FUKE 
Planning Director 

(Hawaii Tribune··IIcrald: November 6 & 14, 1978) 
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RECORD OF VOTING 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

County of Hawaii 

Date November 16, 1978 

Petitioner State, DOE - Special Permit 

Preliminary hearing ✓ Public hearing Request 

ACTION: Approve 

---Deny 

Defer 

Continue 

Schedule for public hearing 

Other: 

Commissioners 

FUJIMOTO, Shigeru 1)'~~ 

HANLEY, J. Walsh 

JITCHAKU, Lorraine R. 

MURAKAMI, Haruo 

NAKANO, Bert H. 

ORITA, Alfredo Ka-wJ-· 
PARIS, William Jr. 

SAKAMOTO, Charles 

Aye No Excused Abstain 

.. 

✓ 

✓ 

Actic 

MIELCKE, William F. \ ·17 ' . "J ~ " ;: r '\ •; ~~ ~ (!)v-,M-~.:. "' .a."" t..1-i'" 

,.., 

I 
i 
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Under public testim~ny, Mr. Leon Sterling, Esther Delaries, Lily 
Kong, Ann Madawi and Mrs. Ronald Kahaliononi spoke against the 
application because of their traffic concerns. Mr. Sterling said 
there were other commercial areas available and Mrs. Delaries 
presented the Commission with a petition (on file). 

Public Works' representative, Galen Kuba, pointed out that although 
their Department does have plans to resurface and improve certain 
bends of the road, there .are no funds available to proceed wit~. 
the plans. 

Mrs. Carol Sasaki, medical receptionist for Dr. Cheng, pointed 
out that their facility will have sufficient parking and commented 
that because Kona is growing so fast congestion would occur anywhere 
you put an office, and not because of Dr. Cheng's proposed facility, 
which actually involves only a few cars. 

With regard to Mrs. Delaires' concern on how this proposed facility 
would affect their real property taxes, Planning Director Fuke 

~pointed out that it is something that will have to be determined 
by the State Department of Taxation • 

. Dr. Cheng commented that if additional parking is not needed, he 
intends to lands~ape the other area and make it completely indepen­
dent from the surrounding areas. 

S~aff pointed out that the parking requirement for a doctor would 
be four stalls per doctor plus one for , the residence. Since 
Dr. Cheng is intending to have another doctor come in with him, 
he would be required to have a maximum of 9 stalls. Staff added 
that although Dr. Cheng has- proposed 20 parking stalls, the amount 
of stalls will be determined at the time of plan approval, if 
the request were approved. 

Commissioner Paris pointed out that although he has found it is 
a convenience to have a doctor in the neighborhood, if the majority 
is against it, he will have to go along with the majority. 

·or. Cheng pointed out that although having another 4octor would 
provide better service and be a convenience for him, there is nothing 
that would prevent him from operating alone. 

It was moved by Commissioner Sakamoto and seconded by Commissioner 
Paris that the public hearing be closed; motion was carried. 

RECESS: The Chair called a short recess at 11:31 a.m. 

RECONVENED: The meeting reconvened at 11:41 a.m. 

}SPECIAL PERMIT Public hearing on the application of the State 
STATE OF HAWAII of Hawaii Department of Education for a Special 
DEPARTMENT OF Permit to allow the continue d use of three 
EDUCATION sites situated within the State Land Use Agr­
KE'EI 2ND, SOUTH cultural District for public educational 
KONA: KAUHAKO, purposes. The sites involved are: a)Honaunau 
SOUTH KONA; AND School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona, TMK: 8-3-13:21; 
PAHOA, NORTH b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South Kona, TMK: 
KOHALA 8-6-10:9 & 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North 

Kohala, TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42. 

- 4 -



Staff presented background on file. 

There was no one wishing to be an interested party in this proceeding. 

Staff questioned whether consideration was given toward redistricting 
Kohala School from a State Land Use Agriculture to an Urban District 
rather than corning in for a Special Permit. The petitioner's 
representative, Kenneth Osato, said he did know all the details 
of the problems except that the reason they have applied for the 
Special Permit was because the present restrictions created a lot 
of problems for them. 

Planning Director Puke pointed out that he suggested to Mr. Watanabe 
that the Department of Education get a permit to legitimize the 
school use within the Agricultural District and he did give a list 
of all the schools within the Agricultural District to Mr. Watanabe, 
that this is probably where the decision to apply for a Special 
Permit was made. He said he agreed with the staff that it would 
be much more appropriate for Kohala School to eventually come in 
for an urban boundary amendment. He suggested the Com.~issioners 
proceed with the Special Permit application; however recommended 
that the Department of Education consider an urban boundary 
amendment for Kohala School. 

There was no one from the public wishing to testify on this applica­
tion. 

It was moved by Commissioner Orita and seconded by Commissioner 
Fujimoto that the public hearing be closed; motion was carried. 

The Chair recommended that Mr. Watanabe contact the Planning Depart­
ment and go over the urban boundary amendment proposal concerning 
Kohala School. 

The Chair at this time, 12 noon, proceeded to take up the 
unfinished business scheduled for 11:00 a.m. 

PDP Application of C. M. Poulton for a Planned 
C. M. POULTON Development Permit (PDP) to allow the sub­
~OLUALOA 1ST mission of plans for a 14-unit condominium 
AND 2ND, NORTH for plan approval. The area under considera­
KONA tion is located along the mauka side of 

Ali'i Drive, diagonally across from the 
Kana Bali Kai condominium in a northerly direction, Holualoa 1st 
and 2nd, North Kona, TMK: 7-6-16:31. 

Staff presented recommendation for approval with conditions on 
file. 

For the Commissioner's information, staff pointed out that the 
public hearing on the Special Management Area and Planned 
Development Permits was held on October 12, 1978. 

The petitioner's representative, H. C. Bennett, said he is able 
to comply with the conditions as stated. 

It was moved by Commissioner Paris and seconded by Commissioner 
Nakano that the application be approved with the conditions 
outlined by the staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion 
carried with seven ayes. 

- 5 -
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department EXHIBIT 5 
County qf Hawaii 

MINUTES 
November 16, 1978 

The Planning Commission met in regular session at 9:00 a.rn. in 
the First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, North Kona, Hawaii, 
with,Chairrnan William F. Mielcke presiding, and at 7:00 p.rn. in 
the Wairnea Civic Center Conference Room, Wairnea, South Kohala, 
Hawaii, with Chairman Pro Tern William J. Paris, Jr., presiding. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: J •· Walsh Hanley 
(Left at 3:47 p.rn.) Haruo Murakami 

Shigeru Fujimoto 
Bert H. Nakano Ex-officio Member 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku Akira Fujimoto 
Alfredo Orita Deputy Corporation 
William J. Paris, Jr. Reginald Minn 
Charles H. Sakamoto 

, . 

Sidney M. Fuke, Planning Director 
Ilirna Piianaia, Planner 
Norman Hayashi, Planner (Left at 3:47 p.rn.) _ 
William Moore, Planne~ 

'Gaien ·Kuba representing Ex-offico Member Edward Harada 

and appro~irnate1y 1~ people in attendance at 9:00 a.rn., 
14 people at 10:00 a.rn., 7 people at 11:00 a.rn., 7 
people at 1:30 p.rn., 30 people at 7:00 p.rn. and 30 
people at 7:30 p:rn. 



•~Under . public testim~ny, Mr. .Leon Sterling, Esther Delaries, Lily 
Kong, Ann Madawi and Mrs. Ronald Kahaliononi spoke against the 
application because of their traffic concerns. Mr. Sterling said 

·there were other commercial areas available and Mrs. Delaries 
· p _resented the Commission with a petition ·(on file). 

Public Works' representative, Galen Kuba, pointed out that although 
their Department does have plans to resurface and improve certain 
bends of the road, there are no £unds available to proceed with 
the plans. 

Mrs. Carol Sasaki, medical receptionist for Dr. Cheng, pointed 
out that their facility will have sufficient parking and cornrnented 
that because Kena is growing so fast congestion would occur anywhere 
you put an office, and not because of Dr. Cheng's proposed facility, 

·which actually involves only a few cars. 

,With regard to Mrs. Delaires' concern on how this proposed facility 
~would affect their real property taxes, Planning Director Fuke 
-pointed out that it is something that will have to be determined 
by the State Department of T.axation • 

. Dr. Cheng commented that if additional parking is not needed, he .. .. · 
intends to lands!!:ape the other area and make it completely ·indepen- · 
rlent from the surrounding areas. 

S~aff pointed out that the parking .requirement for a doctor would 
he four stalls per doctor plus one for the residence. Since
Dr. Cheng is intending to have .another doctor come in with him, 
he would be required to have a ma~imum of 9 stalls. · Staff added 
-that although Dr. Cheng has-proposed 20 parking stalls, the amount 
of stalls will be determined at the · time of plan approval, if 
the request were approved. · 

Commissioner Paris pointed out that although he has found it is 
a convenience to have a doctor in the neighborhood, if the majority 

· .is against it, he will have to go along with the majority. 

··or. Cheng pointed out that although having another ~actor would 
-provide better service and be a convenience for him, there is nothing 
that would prevent him from operating alone. 

It was moved by Commissioner Sakamoto and seconded by Commissioner 
Paris that the public hearing be closed; motion was carried. 

RECESS: The Chair called a short recess at 11:31 a.m. 

· RECONVENED: The meeting reconvened at 11:41 a.m. 

j SPECIAL PERMIT Public hearing on the application of the State 
STATE" OF HAWAII of Hawaii Department of Education for a Special 
DEPARTMENT OF Permit to allow the continued use of t..l-iree 
EDUCATION sites situated within the State Land Use Agr­
KE 1EI 2ND, SOUTH cultural District for public educational 
KONA: KAUiiAKO, purposes. The sites involved are: a)Bonaunau 
SOUTH KONA; AND School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona, TMJ<: 8-3-13:21; 
PAHOA, NORTH b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South Kena, THK: 
KOHALA 8-6-10:9 & 12; c) I<ohala School, Pahoa, North 

Kohala, TI-1.K: 5-5-8:24 & 42. 

- 4 -



Staff presented background on file. 

There was no one wishing to be an interested party in this proceeding. 

Staff questioned whether consideration w~s given toward redistricting 
Kohala School from a State Land Use Agriculture to an Urban District 
rather than corning in for a Special Permit. The petitioner's 
representative, Kenneth Osato, said he did know all the details 
of the problems except that the reason they have applied for the 
Special Permit was because the present restrictions created a lot 
of problems for them. 

Planning Director Fuke pointed out that he suggested to Mr. Watanabe 
that the Department of Education get a permit to legitimize the 
school use within the Agricultural District and he did give a list 
of all the schools within the Agricultural District to Mr. Watanabe, 
that this is probably where the decision to apply for a Special 
Permit was made. He said he agreed with the staff that it would 
be much more appropriate for Kohala School to eventually come in 
for an urban boundary amendment. He suggested the Commissioners 
proceed with the Special Permit application; however recommended 
that the Department of Education consider an urban boundary 
amendment for Kohala School. 

There was no one from the public wishing to testify on this applica­
tion. 

It was moved by Commissioner Orita and seconded by Commissioner 
Fujimoto that the public hearing be closed; motion was carried. 

The Chair recommended that Mr. Watanabe contact the Planning Depart­
ment and go over the urban boundary amendment proposal concerning 
Kohala School. 

The Chair at this time, 12 noon, proceeded to take up the 
unfinished business scheduled for 11:00 a.m. 

PDP Application of c. M. Poulton for a Planned 
C. M. POULTON Development Permit (PDP) to allow the sub­
HOLUALOA 1ST mission of plans for a 14-unit condominium 
AND 2ND, NORTH for plan approval. The area under considera­
KONA tion is located along the mauka side of 

Ali'i Drive, diagonally across from the 
Kona Bali Kai condominium in a northerly direction, Holualoa 1st 
and 2nd, North Kona, TMK: 7-6-16:31. 

Staff presented recommendation for approval with conditions on 
file. 

For the Commissioner's information, staff pointed out that the 
public hearing on the Special Management Area and Planned 
Development Permits was held on October 12, 1978. 

The petitioner's representative, H. C. Bennett, said he is able 
to comply with the conditions as stated. 

It was moved by Commissioner Paris and seconded by Commissioner 
Nakano that the application be approved with the conditions 
outlined by the staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion 
carried with seven ayes. 

- 5 -
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County ~f Hawaii 

MINUTES 
November 16, 1978 

The Planning Commission _rnet in regular session at 9:00 a.rn. in 
the First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, North Kana, Hawaii, 
with,Chairrnan William F. Mielcke presiding, and at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Wairnea Civic Center Conference Room, Wairnea, South Kohala, 
Hawaii, with Chairman Pro Tern William J. Paris, Jr., presiding. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: J. Walsh Hanley 
(Left at 3:47 p.m.) Haruo Murakami 

Shigeru Fujimoto 
Bert H. Nakano Ex-officio Member · 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku Akira Fujimoto 
Alfredo Orita Deputy Corporation 
William J. Paris, Jr. Reginald Minn 
Charles H. Sakamoto 

I . 

~idney M. Puke, Planning Director 
Ilirna Piianaia, Planner 
Norman Hayashi, Planner (Left at 3:47 p.m.) 

.. William Moore, Planne:i;: 

Gaien Kuba representing Ex-office Member Edward Harada 

and appro~imate1y 1~ people in attendance at 9:00 a.m., 
14 people at 10:00 a.m., 7 people at 11:00 a.m., 7 
people at 1:30 p.m., 30 people at 7:00 p.m. and 30 
pe6ple at 7:30 p:m. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department EXHIBIT 
County of Hawaii 

MINUTES 
November 16, 1978 

The Planning Commission met in regular session at 9:00 a.rn. in 
the First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, North Kona, Hawaii, 
with, Chairrnan William F. Mielcke presiding, and at 7:00 p.rn. in 
the Wairnea Civic Center Conference Room, Wairnea, South Kohala, 
Hawaii, with Chairman Pro Tern William J. Paris, Jr., presiding. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: J. Walsh Hanley 
(Left at 3:47 p.m.) Haruo Murakami 

Shigeru Fujimoto 
Bert H. Nakano Ex-officio Member 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku Akira Fujimoto 
Alfredo Orita Deputy Corporation 
William J. Paris, Jr. Reginald Minn 
Charles H. Sakamoto 

, 
Sidney M. Fuke, Planning Director 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
Norman Hayashi, Planner (Left at 3:47 p.rn.) _ 
William Moore, Planner 

I 

Gaien Kuba representing Ex-office Member Edward Harada 

and approxirnateiy 1~ people in attendance at 9:00 a.m., 
14 people at 10:00 a.m., 7 people at 11:00 a.m., 7 
people at 1:30 p.m., 30 people at 7:00 p.m. and 30 
people at 7:30 p ~m. 
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•.;-Under public testimony, Mr. L~on .Sterling, "Esther .Delaries, :Lily 
Kong, Ann Madawi and Mrs. Ronald l<ahaliononi 'Spoke against the 
application because of their traffic -concerns. Mr. Sterling said 
-there were other commercial areas available and Mrs. Delaries 

· })resented the Commission with a petition ·(on file). 

Public Works' representative, Galen Kuba, pointed out that although 
their Department does have plans to Iesurface and improve certain 
bends of the road, there are no :£unds a,;,,•ailable to proceed with 
the plans. 

Mrs. Carol Sasaki, medical receptionist for Dr. Cheng, pointed 
out that their facility will have sufficient parking and connnented 
that because Kena is growing so fast congestion would occur anywhere 
you put an office, and not because of Dr. Cheng's proposed facility, 

·which actually involves only a few cars. 

With regard to Mrs. Delaires' concern on how this proposed facility 
~would affect their real property taxes, Planning Director Fuke 
-pointed out that it is something that will have to be determined 
by the State Department of Taxation • 

. Dr. Cheng commented that if additional parking is not needed, he 
intends to landscape the other area and ma.~e it completely indepen­
rlent from the surrounding areas. 

S~aff pointed out that the parking .requirement for a doctor would 
be four stalls ~er doctor plus one for the residence. Since 
.Dr. Cheng is intending to have another doctor come in with him, 
he would be required to have a maximum of 9 stalls. Staff added 
·that although Dr. Cheng has-proposed 20 parking stalls, the amount 
of stalls will be determined at the time of plan approval, if 
the request were approved. 

Commissioner Paris pointed out that although he has found it is 
a convenience to have a doctor in the neighborhood, if the 1naj ority 

· .is against it, he will have to go along with the majority. 

·Dr. Cheng pointed out that although having another ~actor would 
--provide better service and be a convenience for him, there is nothing 
that would prevent him from operating alone. 

It was moved by Commissioner Saka...~oto and seconded by Connnissioner 
Paris that the public hearing be closed: motion was carried. 

RECESS: The Chair called a short recess at 11:31 a.m. 

RECONVENED: The meeting reconvened at 11:41 a.m. 

j SPECIAL PER
STATE' OF HA
DEPARTMENT 
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Public hearing on the application of the State 
of Hawaii Department of Education £or a Special 
Permit to allow the continued use of three 

EDUCATION 
KE 1EI 2ND, 
KONA: KAUHA
SOUTH KONA; 
PAHOA, NORTH 
KOHALA 

SOUTH 
KO, 
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sites situated within the State Land Use Agr­
cultural District for public educational 
purposes. The sites involved are: a)Honaunau 
School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kana, T}lK: 8-3-13:21; 
b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South Kena, TMK: 
8-6-10:9 & 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North 
Kohala, TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42. 
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Staff presented background on file. 

There was no one wishing to be an interested party in this proceeding. 

Staff questioned whether consideration w~s given toward redistricting 
Kohala School from a State Land Use Agriculture to an Urban District 
rather than corning in for a Special Permit. The petitioner's 
representative, Kenneth Osato, said he did -know all the details 
of the problems except that the reason they have applied for the 
Special Permit was because the present restrictions created a lot 
of problems for them. 

Planning Director Puke pointed out that he suggested to Mr. Watanabe 
that the Department of Education get a permit to legitimize the 
school use within the Agricultural District and he did give a list 
of all the schools within the Agricultural District to Mr. Watanabe, 
that this is probably where the decision to apply for a Special 
Permit was made. He said he agreed with the staff that it would 
be much more appropriate for Kohala School to eventually come in 
for an urban boundary amendment. He suggested the Commissioners 
proceed with the Special Permit application; however recommended 
that the Department of Education c_onsider an urban boundary 
amendment for Kohala School. 

There was no one from the public wishing to testify on this applica­
tion. 

It was moved by Commissioner Orita and seconded by Commissioner 
Fujimoto that the public hearing be closed; motion was carried. 

The Chair recommended that Mr. Watanabe contact the Planning Depart­
ment and go over the urban boundary amendment proposal concerning 
Kohala School. 

The Chair at this time, 12 noon, proceeded to take up the 
unfinished business scheduled for 11:00 a.rn. 

PDP Application of C. M. Poulton for a Planned 
C. M. POULTON Development Permit (PDP) to allow the sub­
HOLUALOA 1ST mission of plans for a 14-unit condominium 
AND 2ND, NORTH for plan approval. The area under considera­
KONA tion is located along the rnauka side of 

Ali'i Drive, diagonally across from the 
Kena Bali Kai condominium in a northerly direction, Holualoa 1st 
and 2nd, North Kona, TMK: 7-6-16:31. 

Staff presented recom.-rnendation for approval with conditions on 
file. 

For the Commissioner's information, staff pointed out that the 
publie hearing on the Special Management Area and Planned 
Development Permits was held on October 12, 1978. 

The petitioner's representative, H. C. Bennett, said he is able 
to comply with the conditions as stated. 

It was moved by Commissioner Paris and seconded by Commissioner 
Nal:ano that the application be approved with the conditions 
outlined by the staff. A roll call vote was taken and motion 
carried with seven ayes. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

HEARING TRANSCRIPT 
November 16, 1978 

A regularly advertised public hearing on the application of the 
State of Hawaii Department of Education, was called to order at 
11:41 a.m. in the Kealakehe School Cafetorium, Kealakehe, North 
Kona, Hawaii, with Chairman William F. Mielcke presiding. 

PRESENT: William F. Mielcke ABSENT: J. Walsh Hanley 
Shigeru Fujimoto Haruo Murakami 
Bert H. Nakano 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku Ex-officio Member 
Alfredo Ori ta Akira Fujimoto 
William J. Paris, Jr. Deputy Corporation 
Charles H. Sakamoto Counsel Reginald Minn 

Sidney M. Fuke, Planning Director 
Ilima Piianaia, Planner 
Norman Hayashi, Planner 
William Moore, Planner 

Galen Kuba, representing Ex-officio Member Edward Harada 

and approximately 11 people in attendance 

CHAIRMAN: The next item of business for the Commission item 5 
is advertised as a public hearing. Public hearing on the applica­
tion of the State of Hawaii Department of Education for a Special 
Permit to allow the continued use of three sites situated within 
the Stat~ Land Use Agricultural District for public educational 
purposes. The sites involved are: a) Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, 
South Kona, TMK: 8-3-13:21; b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South 
Kana, TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North Kohala, 
TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42. 

MOORE: (Presented background on file.) 

CHAIRMAN: Is the applicant or a representative of the applicant 
present? Mr. Osato. The Chair at this time would like to ask if there 
is anyone in the audience who claims to be an interested party 
in this Special Permit app lication. For those of you who were 
not with us earlier, an interested party is one whose legal 
rights, duties, or privileges will be determined or affected by 
this proceeding. More specifically, a person has a right to 
intervene if: (1) He has a property interest in the land in 
question . If there is a cloud on the title to the land, this 
will not stop the hearing. The party affected must obtain a court 
order stopping the hearing; or (2) Lawfully resides on the land, 
or (3) Has or can demonstrate that he will be so immediately 
affected by the decision and that his interest is clearly dis­
tinguishable from that of the general pulic. Is there anyone 
in the audience who wishes to be an interested party to this 
application? If not, we will proceed. • 

Memuers of the Commission, you have heard the staff's background 
report on thi s Special Permit application. Do you have any que s­
tions you'd like to ask the staf f? If there are no questions of 
~he staff , l would like to ask the applicant or a representative 
of the applicant to come forward . Mr. Osato, we 'll have to swear 
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you in. Do you swear to tell the truth and nothing but the truth 
on the testimony you are about to give before the Hawaii County 
Planning Commission? 

OSATO: I do. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Would you identify yourself for the 
record? 

OSATO: Yeah, my name is Kenneth Osato. I am the District 
Liason Specialist in Kana for the Hawaii District, Department of 
Education. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Osato, you've heard the staff's 
background report on this Special Permit application by the 
Department of Education. Do you have anything to add for the 
benefit of the Commission? 

OSATO: No, not really, except that I was asked to pinch-
hit for Mr. Herbert Watanabe, our district business specialist, 
to urge favorable action on our request. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you. Commissioners, do you have any 
questions that you 1 d like to refer to Mr. Osato? Okay, Mr. Osato, 
this i s a public hearing. We do ask that you be seated, there 
may be some questions raised by the public that we might like to 
have you respond to. 

HAYASHI: ·Mr . Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, staff. 

HAYASHI: I'd like to ask Mr. Osato a question. 

CHAI RMAN: Please proceed. 

HAYASHI: In regards to the Special Permit for Honaunau School 
and Ho'okena, we can see the rationale for corning in for a Special 
Permit; however, seeing that the Kohala School is situated next 
to an adjacent urban district, why wasn't the consideration given 
toward redistricting the area from State Land Use Agricultural to 
Urban District and subsequently corning in for County zoning that 
will allow a school on that property? 

OSATO: As I say, I'm pinch-hitting for Mr. Watanabe and I 
really don ' t know all of the details of the problems that brought 
this about. The only thing that I do know is that the present 
zoning creates a lot of problems in that every time that we have 
a new facility, we have to go through the procedures. The other 
thing is that I think that what you just said was probably con­
sidered and my understanding was this was the better or more 
favorable of the alternatives that Mr. Watanabe considered. Other 
than that, I'm sorry, I really don't know. 

CHAIRMAN : Mr. Hayashi, have you met with Mr. Watanabe con-
cerning this application and did you go over the alternates as to-? 
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HAYASHI: No, we have not, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: So he has just filed the application without the 
advantage of sitting down and discussing it. first with the staff? 

HAYASHI: To our knowledge, yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay. 

FUKE: Mr. Chairman, on that -

CHAI RMAN: Yes, Mr. Director. 

FUKE: I did have several discussions personally with 
Mr. Watanabe and I cited to him, I think it was the problem in 
Ho'okena cause it's all in agricultural district and we've had 
some difficulty in terms of processing permits for the relocation 
of structures and all that so I had suggested at that time for him 
to get a permit which would legitimize the school use within an 
agricultural district. And then he had subsequently asked me, well, 
could you do me a favor and find out all of the schools which are 
in agricultural districts, if you could give me a list of all 
of those parcels. And I guess the Kohala School was one of them 
and I guess just based upon that, he came in for a Special Permit. 
But I would agree with the staff that it's much, much more appropriate 
in the situation of the Kohala School to eventually come in for an 
urban ·boundary amendment. This is somewhat similar to like portions 
of the Konawaena School expansion which a portion is within the 
urban district and another portion, the proposed expansion area, 
is within the agricultural district. And I would suspect that in 
that instance, the Department will be corning in, DOE, will eventually 
be corning in with an urban boundary amendment. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Director, then, what you're saying is we can 
proceed with this Special Permit application, however it would be 
your recommendation to the Department of Education concerning the 
Kohala School that they come back for an urban boundary amendment? 

FUKE: Yes, principally because, you know, in the Kohala 
situation it's contiguous to an urban area and it's not really 
like something very unique like Ho'okena ·which is in a very rural 
or agricultural setting. 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you, Mr. Director. Commissioners, do 
you have any further questions either for Mr. Osato or for the 
staff? 

ORITA: Mr. Chairman, I have a question for the staff. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, please go on. 

ORITA: On page 5 it says, ''Surrounding land uses include 
vacant lands, a pistol range, residential, service station, etc." 
This is the first time I've heard of a pistol range. Can you show 
me more or less where that pistol range is located? 

PIIANAIA: The pistol range is back in this agricultural area 
here. It's a old gulch and it was established through a Special 
Permit granted about a year or year and a half ago. 
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ORITA: And do the public have access to that? 

PIIANAIA: This is a Police Department pistol range. You will 
recall that we recently processed one for ~he North Hilo District 
for the Police Department and they have one in Kohala and, well, 
the North Hilo one has been approved - those two. 

ORI TA: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes, Commissioner Orita, one of our concerns when 
we took up that case for Special Permit was, of course, of safety 
and we did question the Police Department concerning their safety 
standards in operating a pistol range in the proximity of the 
school, and I think all of us on the Commission at that time were 
satisfied that all the precaution was taken and that it would not 
affect the operation of the school. 

Any further questions, Commissioners, of either the staff or -the 
Department's representative, Mr. Osato? If not, ladies and gentle­
ment, this is a public hearing on the application of the State of 
Hawaii Department of Education for a Special Permit. The Chair at 
this time would like to invite any of you from the audience who 
would like t o testify either for or against the application before 
the Com.~is s ion. If there is no testimony to come before the Com­
mission, the Chair will entertain a motion to either continue 
the public hearing or close the public hearing. What is your 
pleasure? 

ORITA: Mr. Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN : Commissioner Orita. 

ORITA: I make a motion to close the public hearing. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Is there a second to the motion? 

FUJIMOTO: Second the motion. 

CHAIRMAN: All those in favor so signify by saying aye? 

COMMISSIONERS: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN: Oppose, same sign? Public hearing is closed. 
Mr. Osato, in the case of a Special Permit, there's a 15-day 
waiting period before the Commission can act. We will advise 
the Depart ment of t~e t i me a nd p l a ce of t he mee ting and I'd 
like to also recommend that Mr. Watanabe contact the staff and 
go over the urban boundary amendment proposal concerning Kohala. 

OSATO: . Okay. 

CHAIRMAN: Good, thank you for coming down. 

The public hearing adjourned at 11:59 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon M. Nomura 
Secretary 

ATTEST: 

Willia m F. Mi elcke 
Cha irma n, Pla nning Commission 



November 17, 1978 

!ltr. Herbert S. Watanabe 
Staff Specialist, Business Facilities 
Department of Education 
State of hawaii 
75 lmpuni Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear Mr. Watanabet:: 

S~ecial Permit Application 
Tax Map Keys 8-3-13:21; 
8-6-10:9 & 12; 5-5-8:24 & 42 

The Planning Commission at its raeeting of November 16, 1978, 
held a duly advertised ~ublic hearing on your a?plication for a 
special pernit to allow the continued use of three sites situated 
within the State Lanci Use .t\gricultural District for public 
educational purposes. Tne sites involved are: a) Honaunau 
School, Ke'ei 2nd, Sout:-i Kona, 'l'MK: 8-3-13:21; b) Ho'okena 
School, Kauhako, South Kona, '.I'l-ll'i.: U-6-10: 9 & 12; c) Kohala 
School, Pahoa, Nortll .Kohala, T.'.'lIC : :J-5-8:24 & 42. 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 205-G, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes, the Commission snall act on sucn petition 
not earlier than fifteen (15) days after the said public 
hearing. 

We shall notify you when the Commission is ready to take 
action on your request. 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM F. MIELCKB 
Chairman, Planning Commission 

l g v 
cc State LunLl Use Commission 

Land Use uivision, DPED 

NOV 1 7 1970 



. December 4, 19 78 

Mr. Herbert s. Watanabe 
Sta f f Sp eci a list, Business Facilities 
Departme nt of Education 
State of Ha\va ii 
75 Aupuni Street 
Hilo, HI 967 20 

Dear -Mr. Watanabe: 

Tax Map Keys 
Sp ecial Perm

8-3-1 3 : 21: 8- 6-1 0 : 9 
it 
& 1 2 : a nd 5-5-8 :24 & 42 

Your app lication will ag ain b e discussed on Thursday, 
Dec emb er 1 4 , 1 9 78 , by t he Planni ng Commiss ion . The meeting 
will b e hel d in t he First Hawaii a n I3 ank Meeting Room, Kailua, 
North Kona, Ha waii and is sched u l ed to begin at 11:00 a . m. 

At its me eting o f November 30, 1978 , the Planning 
Commission clos ed t he pub lic hea ring. However, it \·1as s uggested 
that you consider applyi ng f or an urban boundary amendment for 
the Kohala School site . If you hav e any questions regar d ing 
this, please call Norman Hayas h i or Ilima Piianaia at 961-8 288. 

A copy of the agenda is enclosed for your information. 

~~ze:ely, ~ 
Sidne~k e 
Planning Director 

SMN/jk 

Enclosure 

u 
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SPECIAL PERMIT: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

The Department of Education is requesting a Special Permit to 

allow the continued use of three sites for public educational purposes. 

The parcels are identified as TMK: 8-3-13:21, 8-6-10:9 and 12 and 

· 5-5-08:24; more commonly identified as Honaunau, Ho'okena and 

Kohala Schools. Essentially, the petitioner wishes to legitimize 

the existing school uses at these three sites which are all located 

within the State Land Use Agricultural District. No immediate plans 

for improvements are anticipated. 

For the purposes of. clarity, each of the three sites will be 

described separately. 

Honaunau School, TMK: 8-3-13:21, is located in Ke'ei 2nd, 

South Kena, on the mauka side of the South Kona Belt Highway and 

approximately 1000 feet north of the Napo'opo'o Road junction. 

The parcel consists of twelve (12) acres of land which is owned by 

the County of Hawaii. As the petitioner states: 

"The parcel of 12 acres was acquired by the County 

of Hawaii in 1952, after the earthquake had destroyed the 

original Honaunau School located along the old road to 

the City of Refuge. 

"A completely new school was constructed on the _newly 

acquired land which currently includes kindergarten to 

gra de 8. 



"The Department of Education has added several new 

structures at Honaunau, and the immediate long range plan 

includes the continuance of this public school in South 

Kana." 

Plot plans submitted by the applicant show that there are nine 

(9) structures on the site. These are used for classrooms, cafeteria, 

administration, garage and kindergarten. 

Surrounding land uses include coffee farming, diversified agri­

culture, residential, and vacant lands. Additionally to the south 

near the junction of the Belt Highway and Napo'opo'o Road there is 

a church, service station and store. 

The Land Study Bureau Detailed Land Classification characterizes 

the area as almost bare pahoehoe with little or no soil materials. 

The overall capability class rating is ''E" or very poor. The State 

Department of Agriculture did not include the area within its 

classi f ication system for Agricultural Lands of Importance as it is 

within an urbanizing area. 

The subject parcel is presently zoned Agriculture - one (1) 

acre (A-la} as a re the adj a cent parcels. The County General Plan 

Land Use Pattern Al l ocation Guide Map designates the area as Medium 

Density Urban. 

Acce ss to the school is via the South Kona Belt Highway. 

The subject p a rcel is serviced with all essential utilities. 
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The Ho'okena School site is located within the land division 

of Kauhako, South Kona, on the makai side of the Belt Highway, 

approximately one-half mile north of the Hookena Road/Belt Highway 

junction. 

The school site consists of two parcels. One, TMK: 8-6-10:9, 

is owned by the State and is approximately 2.10 acres in size. The 

other, TMK: 8-6-10:12 is owned by the County and consists of 1.996 

acres. 

In requesting the Special Permit, the Department of Education 

has stated that: 

"Subject parcels are currently the site of Hookena 

Elementary School which includes kindergarten through 

Grade 8. The land has been used as a site for public 

school as far back as the early 1920's. 

"Hookena Elementary School is planned for continuance, 

and long range plans include the complete upgrading and 

replacement of outdated physical facilities. Present 

inventory of structures include three (3) permanent wood 

frame buildings and four relocata ble classroom buildings." 

The plot pla n submitt ed with the applica tion shows a set 

of portable buildi ngs situated acros s the parcel boundary. 

Surrounding land uses include s ing le-family residential, mainly 

a long t he Belt Highway , ranching a nd vacant land, a poi factory a nd 

a slaughterhouse . 
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The U. S. Department of Agriculture through its "Soil Survey 

of Island of Hawaii'' describes the soil as being of the Punaluu 

series. This series consists of well-drained, thin organic soils 

over pahoehoe lava bedrock. Rock outcrops occupy 40-50% of the 

surface. 

The area has not been classified as either important or unique 

agricultural lands by the Department of Agriculture. 

Both of the subject parcels are zoned Unplanned. 

The General Plan Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide Map designates 

the area as Low Density Urban. 

Access to the school is directly off of the Belt Highway, which 

has a road right-of-way of so feet. 

The area is served by all essential utilities. 

The request for the Kohala School site includes two State-owned 

parcels situated within the land division of Pahoa, North Kohala. 

The parcels, TMK: 5-5-8:24 and 42, consist of .425 and 9.510 

acres respectively. The school complex is located approximately a 

mile east of Hawi along the makai side of the Hawi-Niulii Road. 

In requesting the Special Permit, the applicant states that: 

"The parcels were acquired by the State (Territory) of 

Hawaii for addition of lands to Kohala High and Elementary 

School in 1952. The parcel is currently used as the school's 
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major athletic playfield complex and site for one-third of 

the permanent classroom structure for the elementary classes. 

"Kohala High and Elementary School has been in existence 

at the present location since the late 1900's. 

"The Department of Education has planned to retain the 

school at its present site and recently completed a total 

master plan for the school." 

For the Commissioners' information, the Kohala High and Elementary 

School complex includes five parcels of land, however three of the 

parcels are situated within the State Land Use Urban District and 

therefore have not been included within the Special Permit applica­

tion. 

According to the plot plans submitted, classroom building A 

straddles a parcel boundary line. 

Surrounding land uses include vacant land, a pistol range, 

residential, service station, snack shop and church. 

The U.S. Soil Conservation Se:i:;-vice, "Soil Survey of the Island 

of Hawaii" describes the area as being of the Kohala series. In the 

case of the school site, the soils are Kohala silty clay with 0-3 

percent slope. In a representative profile, the surface layer is very 

dark grayish-brown and dark brown silty clay about 14 inches thick. 

The subsoil is about 25 inches thick and consists of dark-brown to 

d a rk yellowi s h brown silty cla y loam and silty clay. The substratum 

i s weathered b asic igneo us r ock . Permeabil i ty is modera t ely r ap i d , 
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runoff is slow, and the erosion hazard is slight. This soil is used 

for sugar cane. 

Neither the Land Study Bureau nor the Department of Agriculture 

classified the soils of the school complex as it is within an area 

of urban character. 

Although the parcel abuts the main Hawi-Niulii Read, access is 

from the Honomakau Road, which divides the school campus. 

The subject parcels are zoned Agricultural - twenty (20) acres 

(A-20a) and are designated Low Density Urban by the General Plan 

Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide Map. 

All essential utilities are available. 

In relation to all three school sites cooperating agencies had 

no objections to the special permit requests. ·The Department of Water 

Supply commented that "The parcels are already being serviced from the 

public water system. It is not expected that water consumption will 

increase in the immediate future." 

W ~d~-
In par-ti-cul-ar, a request was forwarded to the Department of Public 

Works seeking clarification and conu~ents on the ownership of parcels 

TMK: 8-3-13:21 and 8-6-10:12 . 

•.~-t-i:-t'w,.,,.__'t'J -' 

\)v\. ~_}.)p;.·1~ 'tu ~;-. \\{)_c~ 1 't'~o O()l{) 
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RECOMMENDATION: STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Upon careful review of the subject request against the guide­

lines for considering a Special Permit, the staff is recommending _ 

that it be given favorable consideration based on the following 

findings: 

That the granting of this request will not be contrary to the 

objectives sought to be accomplished by the State Land Use Law and 

Regulations. The State Land Use Law and Regulations are intended 

to preserve, protect and encourage the development of lands in the 

State for those uses to which the lands are best suited in the 

interest of the public health and welfare of the peopleo The areas 

under consideration include the Honaunau School Site, the Ho'okena 

School Site and portions of the Kohala High and Grammar School 

site, all of which are situated within the State Land Use Agricul­

tural Distr i ct. While schools and school uses are not permitted 

within the State Land Use Agricultural District, these areas under 

consideration ar e non- conforming, having been established prior to 

the adoption o f the State Land Use Law and Regulations. The purpose 

of t his request , then, is to l eg i timize the use of these areas for 

the exis t ing educational purpos es. These three (3) school sites 

ar e an integra l part of the Sta t e educational system providing 

educat i onal opportuniti es to e nab l e indivi dual~ to fulfill their 
-........:.,,; 

needs , r es p onsibiliti es and aspirations. The granting of this r equest 

wi ll enable th e petitioner to c ont i nu e to provide these services 

within th e r es p ective c ommunities a nd f ur t h ermor e wil l a llow the 

poss ibl e e xpa ns ion a nd/or r eplac eme n t o f t h e e xis ting fac iliti es 

_ ..... J:lLJ n I1



as may be required in the future. It is therefore determined that 

the continued use of these areas for the intended educational 

purposes will result in the highest and best use of these lands for 

the public health and welfare. 

Further that the granting of this request will be in accordance 

with the Public Facilities Element of the General Plan. Specifically 

this Element states as its goal: 

"to provide public facilities that effectively service community 

needs and to continue seeking ways of improving public service 

through better and more functional facilities which are in 

keeping with environmental and aesthetic concerns of the 

community." 

The General Plan also states specific courses of action for 

the Kohala and Kona districts. This course of action includ~that · 

continual improvement of the Kohala High and Grammar School facilities 

shall be undertaken as needs dictate and that expansion of the 

Holualoa and Ho'okena School complexes to meet school district needs 

shall be encouraged. 

That the granting of this request will not adversely affect 

surrounding properties or improvements. The purpose of this Special 

Permit request is to legitimize the existing educational uses of the 

Honaunau, Ho'okena and portions of the Kohala School sites. These 

areas are already built up with facilities and improvements for their 

educational uses. Furthermore, the Ho'okena School was established 

in the 1920's while the Honaunau School site ~established in 

1952. Consequently it is determined that the continued use of these 

areas f or the existing educational purposes will not adversely affect 

the surrounding areas nor will it alter or change the ess ential 

character of these lands. 
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That the granting of this request will not unreasonably burden 

other public agencies to provide roads and other infrastructure and 

serviceso All necessary utilities and facilities are, already 

available at the respective schooi sites. 

Furthermore, it should be pointed out that the action of the 

Kohala School site under consideration is situated immediately 

adjacent to the State Land Use Urban designated area of Kapa'auo It 

is therefore suggested that the Department of Education look into 

the reclassification of these areas to the State Land Use Urban district 

in order to further bring them into conformance with their actual 

use. 

It is further recommended that the Special Permit request be 

given favorable consideration subject to the following conditions: 

1. That the "Plan Approval 11 ~~~/fi\e complied wi th~y 

additional structures and uses o 

2. That all other applicable rules, regulations and requ~re­

ments shall be complied with o 

Should any of the foregoing conditions not be complied with, 

the Special Permit may be deemed null and void. 

-3-
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RECORD OF VOTING 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

County of Hawaii 

Date December 14, 1978 

Petitioner STATE OF HAWAII, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION - Special Permit 

Preliminary hearing Public hearing Request ~Actio 

A_C_T_I-ON: ~pprove 

___Deny 

Defer 

Continue 

Schedule for public hearing 

Other:_______________________________ 

Commissioners Aye No -Excused Abstain 

I I 

✓ 
. . 

FUJIMOTO, Shigeru 

HANLEY, J. Walsh ✓ 
JITCHAKU, Lorraine R. ✓ 
MURAKAMI, Haruo ✓ 
NAKANO, Bert H. u~ ✓ 
ORITA, Alfredo ✓,-. 

PARIS, William Jr. · /v 

SAKAMOTO, Charles J..-\ol~d ✓ 
I 

✓MIELClrn, William F. 
t-!" ~ •l , I~ w~ 

. 
I 

I 



PLANNING COM.MISSION 

Planning Department 
County of Hawaii 

MINUTES 
De cember 14 , 197 8 

The Planning Commission met in regular se s sion at 9:00 a.m., in 
the First Hawaiian Bank Meeting Room, Kailua, North Kona, Hawaii, 
and 2:57 p.m. at Kealakehe School Cafet or ium , Kealakehe, North 
Kena, Hawaii, with Chairman William F. Miel cke presiding. 

PRESEN'r : William F. Mielcke ABSENT : ,..,x-of ficio Member 
J. Walsh Hanley Akira Fujimoto 
Shigeru Fujimoto 
Lorraine R. Jitchaku 
Haruo Murakami 
Bert H. Nakano 
Alfredo Orita 
William J. Paris, Jr. (Left at 9:50 a .m., 

returned at 11:20 a.m.) 
Charles 8. Sakamoto (Left at 4: 38 p .m.) 

Sidney M. Fuke , Director 
Ilima Piianaia , Planner 
Keith Kato, Planner 
Gerald Hay, Planner (Left at 1:30 p .m.) 
Norman Hayashi, Planner (From 10 :00 a.m. and left 

at 1 1 :58 a. m.) 
Royden Yamasato, Planner (From 10: 00 a.m. and 

left at 1:3 0 p.m.) 

David Murakami , representing Ex-of f icio Member Edward 
Harad a 

and app roxima te ly 14 people i n attendance at 9:00 a.m., 
26 people at 10:43 a.m., 34 people at 11:00 a .m., 
12 people a t 11:45 a.m., 4 p eople at 12:2 2 p.m., 6 p eople 
at 2:57 p. m. , and 10 p eople at 3:35 p.m. 

REPORTS: Nomination Commi t tee head ed by Commis s ioner 
Sakamoto presented the slate wi th Wi l liam F . Mielcke as chairman 
and Walsh Hanley as vice chairman . Commissioner Paris moved and 
Commissioner Jitc haku seconded that t he nominations be closed, 
motion carried. 

At this time, Planning Director Fuke advised that the Planning 
Dep artment togeth er with Corporation Counsel is also p reparing 
our own findings of fac t and conclusions of l aw; so deferred 
making any comment on Steven Morse's pro posed findings as sub­
mitted by GEDCO. 

RECESS: The Chair called a rec es s at 9:0 7 a.m. 

RECONVENED : The meeting recon e ned a t 9 : 11 a. m. 

Commissioner Fuj i moto made a motion to recons ider the Joan Aanavi 
action fo r approval, and seconded by Commiss i oner Sakamoto; motio n 
carried. Commissioner Sakamoto then moved a nd Commissioner Par i s 
seconded ·that the Aanavi application be defered until such time 
as all parties who testified can be notifed; motion carried 
with six ayes and three noes . 

HIBIT 



/ SPECIAL PERMIT Application of State of Hawaii Department of 
STATE DEPARTMENT Education for a Special Permit to allow the con­
OF EDUCATION tinued use of three sites situated within the 
KE 1EI AND KAUHAKO, State Land Use Agricultural District for public 
SOUTH KONA; & educational purpose s. The sites involved are: 
PAHOA, NORTH KOHALA a) Honaunau School, Ke'ei 2nd, South Kona, TMK: 

8-3-13~21; b) Ho'okena School, Kauhako, South 
Kona, TMK: 8-6-10:9 & 12; c) Kohala School, Pahoa, North Kohala, 
TMK: 5-5-8:24 & 42. 

Staff presented r ecommendation on file. 

Commissioner Sakamoto moved and Commissioner Orita seconded that the 
Commission send a favorable recommendation to the State Land Use 
Commission for the reasons and with the conditions outlined by the 
staff. A roll c a ll vote was taken and motion carried with nine ayes. 

RECESS: The Chair called a recess at 12:03 p.rn. 

RECONVENED: The meeting reconvened at 12:09 p.m. 

AMENDMENT TO Application of Linco Construction Co., Inc. to 
PDP NO. 8 amend Planned Development Permit No. 8 which 
LINCO CONSTRUCTION allc wed the submission o f plans for a 23 0-uni t 
CO., INC. condominium project for p lan app roval. The 
WAIKOLOA, SOUTH ame ndment is to reduce the number of units to 
KOHALA 124 to be contained withi n 12 structures in l ieu 

of the 11 structures orig inally planned. Al s o 
requested is a one-year time extension until December 6, 1979, to 
allow the submission of plans for plan approval. The area involved 
is located along the we s t side of Lua-Kula Street, approximately 
600 feet south o f the Lua-Kula Street - Laie Street intersection, 
Waikoloa Village, Waikoloa, South Koha la, TMK: 6-8-03:11. 

Staff presented r ecommendation on fil e . 

It was moved by Commis sioner Nakano a nd seconded by Commissioner 
Orita that the a pplicat ion of Linco Construc t ion Co., Inc . to amend 
Planned Development Permit No. 8 be a pproved with the understanding 
that all the existing c onditions rema i n in e f fect. A rol l call 
vote was taken a nd motion carried with nine a yes. 

SPECIAL PERMIT App~.ication of Mino lu R. Cheng for a Spec ial 
MINOLU R. CHENG Perr.1it to allow t he establishment of a medical 
KEAUHOU 1ST, NORTH of f~. ce on 0.934 a c re of l and situated within 
KONA the State Land Us e Rural District. The prope rty 

invo lved is locate d on the mauka side of Kuakini 
Highway, approximately 400 feet south of the old Keauhou School si te, 
Keauhou 1st, North Kona, TMK: 7-8-07 : 32. 

Staff presented favoratle recommendat i on on f ile. 

It was clarified that the emergency e n try not be allowed and that 
all traffic to the office residence be o ff the Mamalahoa Highway , 
and that t he doctor fac ility is to ope rate exclusively like a home 
occupation . 

It was moved by Commis s ioner Sakamoto and seconded by Commissioner 
Jitchaku that the Commission send a favorable recommendation to 
the State Land Use Commission fo r the reasons and with the conditions 
outlined by the staff. A roll call vo te was taken and motion carried 
with nine ayes. 
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