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HONOLULU – In two unrelated cases recently investigated by the Hawaiʻi Department 
of Taxation and prosecuted by the Hawaiʻi Department of the Attorney General, CF 
O‘ahu and its agent Bryant W. Powers and separately, Hostelling International Waikīkī 
and its agents Joanna L. Akau and Susan K. Akau-Naki, were charged for willfully 
failing to file tax returns. The agents for the companies were responsible for filing tax 
returns on behalf of the businesses. 
 
CF O‘ahu and Bryant W. Powers were each charged with five counts of Wilful Failure 
to File Return under Section 231-35, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), for intentionally 
not filing general excise tax returns from 2020 through 2024. Each count is a 
misdemeanor offense and carries a potential sentence of not more than one year 
imprisonment and/or probation, as well as a fine of not more than $100,000, per 
count. 
 



In the case of Hostelling International Waikīkī, Joanna L. Akau and Susan K. Akau-
Naki were each charged with eight counts of Wilful Failure to File Return under 
Section 231-35, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), for intentionally not filing general 
excise tax and transient accommodations tax returns from 2019 through 2022. Each 
count is a misdemeanor offense and carries a potential sentence of not more than 
one year imprisonment and/or probation, as well as a fine of not more than $100,000, 
per count. 
 
Criminal defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty in a court of 
law. 
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